	Instructor: Sara Blake
Spring Semester 2010

	English A Syllabus

	COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course satisfies the writing prerequisite for English 1A. It provides a complete introduction to essay writing based upon selected prose readings, as well as a review of sentence skills and paragraph structure. It also introduces the techniques of library and Internet research.


	COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. Read and apply critical thinking skills to college-level expository prose for the purposes of writing and discussion. 

2. Apply appropriate strategies in the writing process including prewriting, composing, revising, and editing techniques. 

3. Demonstrate ability to incorporate into draft revision information received in peer review and one-on-one tutorials. 

4. Plan, write, and revise 500-word multi-paragraph expository essays including an introduction and conclusion, exhibiting coherence and unity, avoiding major grammatical and mechanical errors that interfere with meaning, and demonstrating awareness of audience, purpose, and language choice. 

5. Utilize MLA guidelines to format a document, to cite sources in the text of an essay, and to compile a Works Cited list. 


	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOME (SLO):
Write a 500-word multi-paragraph expository essay that responds to a text discussed in class. The essay should include an introductory paragraph with a thesis, 2-4 body paragraphs with topic sentences and supporting details, and a concluding paragraph. Supporting details should include at least one direct quotation from an outside source. The essay should use basic rules of grammar, spelling, usage, and punctuation so that the writer’s ideas are clear. Essays should follow the rules of MLA style for heading, title, running header, indentation, in-text citation, and Works Cited page.



	COURSE DESIGN: This class consists of one regular class meeting and one computer lab session each week. During the lab session, you’ll have the opportunity to work on your writing on a one-to-one basis with the instructor and a tutor from the Writing Center, to draft and revise your essays using computers in the lab, to access the internet for purposes of course-related activities and research, and to work on your grammar skills using computer-aided instruction. You need to bring your Writer’s Notebook and the textbook to all class meetings.

       Lab meeting: classroom/day _______  Regular  meeting:  classroom/day _______                          


	TEXT: Blake, Writing the College Essay (McGraw-Hill Primis, 2009). This is a low-cost custom text available in the ECC Bookstore. There’s also a copy on Reserve in the ECC Library.



	MATERIALS: 

	· 1" Soft-sided 3-Ring Binder (Writer’s Notebook) 

· USB Flash Drive 

· Subject Dividers (5 minimum)
	· Standard-sized, College-ruled Notebook Paper 

· Black or Blue Pen

· Stapler, 3-Hole Punch

	ATTENDANCE: Class attendance at both regular class meetings and labs is required. Attendance is a major factor in your course participation grade, so failure to attend all class sessions will negatively impact your overall course grade. Any student with more than 3 unexcused absences, or 5 absences for any reason, will be dropped from the course. 



	LATE ASSIGNMENTS: Due dates are given on the syllabus. Essays and exercises submitted late will lose points. You must submit all writing assignments to pass the course. If can’t attend class on the date a paper is due, you can email your paper to the instructor as an MS Word attachment, submit your paper to the Humanities Division Office, or slip your paper under the door of H221G on the due date. If you have an emergency, call or email ASAP. Reading quizzes and in-class activities cannot be made up. Grammar quizzes may be retaken or made up online. 


	WRITING CENTER: If you miss a lab session or are not prepared for a draft check during the lab, you may get a draft check of your essay in the Writing Center and receive full credit. Failure to get a draft check will seriously impact your grade for an assignment.


	PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING : Plagiarism is passing off someone else’s words and/or ideas as your own, either by turning in an essay written by someone else or by copying sentences or paragraphs from a book or internet site into a paper of your own without identifying their source. Plagiarism is the academic equivalent of stealing. As provided for in the El Camino Standards of Student Conduct (Section I.B. of ECC Board Policy 5500), a plagiarized paper will receive a grade of zero; any evidence of cheating will be reported to the college. 



	SPECIAL NEEDS: If you feel you may need an accommodation based on the impact of a documented disability, contact the instructor to discuss your specific needs. You may also need to contact the Special Resource Center (SRC) at (310) 660-3296 to coordinate reasonable accommodations.



	GRADING: English A is a Pass/No Pass course. To pass the course you’ll need to submit ALL writing assignments and earn at least 750 points.


	FINAL EVALUATION:

Narrative paragraph
Narrative essay
Exemplification essay
Comparison-Contrast essay
Argumentation-Persuasion essay
Quotation Journal
Grammar quizzes
Writer's notebook
Reading quizzes
In-class exercises & activities
Participation/Attendance

Total Points Possible


	
50
100
120
135
175
70
90
40
80
100
40

1000
	
	INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:

Office: H221G
On-Campus Office Hours: 
     Wednesdays 9:00 -10:00 a.m.

          You can also contact the instructor by
          email or phone during these hours.
Phone and Voice Mail: (310) 660-3593 ext. 3185

Email: sblake@elcamino.edu


URL: http://www.elcamino.edu/faculty/sblake
Eng A Etudes Site: https://myetudes.org/portal    

	STUDENT SUCCESS:

· Going to college can change your life; make the most of it. Don’t sabotage yourself by failing to show up for class, coming to class without materials or failing to turn in assignments. What you get out of your experience depends on what you put into it.
· If passing this class with a minimum of points is your objective, you’re failing to take advantage of the course. The purpose of the class is not to entertain you, to keep you in a seat for 4 hours a week, or to increase your GPA. You’re in this class because you need to improve your writing skills so you can perform successfully at the college level. This is a serious task. It requires a commitment on your part to make the most of every opportunity to learn and to grow as a writer. 
· Stay focused on your personal and educational goals. Ask yourself throughout the semester, “Why am I here? What are my goals? Am I doing everything I can to achieve these goals?” If you don’t see how a particular course topic or activity relates to your goals, ask.
· In this era of state budget cuts, community college funds have been slashed. As a result, the number of course offerings has been significantly reduced. You may not have another opportunity to take this class, so make the most of it this semester.
· Have a positive attitude: You can succeed in this course! If you need extra help or if you get confused or overwhelmed by an assignment, go to the Writing Center or see the instructor. We’re here to support you and give you the assistance you need.



	
Spring 2010

	
MW English A Topics and Assignments

	
Instructor: Blake


	
NOTE: Assignments and readings are to be read or completed before class on the dates indicated. Beginning page numbers of reading assignments are given in parentheses. Bring textbook and writer’s notebook to all class meetings. On Mondays, class meets in Computer Lab H313. On Wednesdays, class meets in H309.


	Date
	Topics
	Assignments/Readings

	Week 1
	2/15: No class. Washington’s Day Holiday. 

2/17: Introduction to Class. Student Success: Overview of Syllabus and Strategies. Get acquainted activity. In-class writing activity: Narrative paragraph. 
	 





	
	
	

	Week 2
	2/22: Meet in computer lab. MyECC: Portal Activity (5 pts). Quotation Journal assigned. Visit quotations websites. Student Success: Set up Writer's Notebook, write letter.

2/24: Share quotation. Grammar: Finding subjects and verbs. Student Success: Preview text activity (5 pts). Reading: Sample Quiz and Discussion. Prewriting: Two-column diagram, freewriting. 
	Bring USB flash drive to save work and bring materials for Writer's Notebook (20 pts).


Read "Narration" (1), "Youth Isn't Everything" (8) and "My First Field Trip" (10). Bring your textbook or a photocopy of page 1 to class  (5 pts). (Copy available on Reserve in the Library.) Bring quotation #1.

	Week 3
	3/1: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. Formatting: MLA manuscript form. Introduction to Etudes and CAI. Class photo. Computer exercise (10 pts). 

3/3: Share quotations. Grammar: More on finding subjects and verbs. Readings: Quiz 1 (10 pts) and discussion. Writing: Topic sentence and unity; narrative paragraph assigned. Prewriting: Brainstorming. Student Success: Planning an essay activity (5 pts).
	Bring USB flash drive to save work.



Read "Learning to Write" (18) and "Salvation" (13). Bring quotation #2.

	Week 4
	3/8: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. Reading: Quiz 2 (10 pts) and discussion. Style: Using dialogue. Draft check: narrative paragraph. 


3/10: Share quotations. Grammar: Quiz on finding subjects and verbs (15 pts). Writing: Multi-paragraph narrative essay assigned; coherence; audience. Prewriting: Questions. Style: Creating specific details. 
	Bring USB flash drive to save work. Read "Down These Mean Streets" (23). Narrative paragraph due by end of class period (50 pts).
Bring quotation #3.

	Week 5
	3/15: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. Draft check: narrative essay. Online make-up quiz.

3/17: Share quotations. Grammar: Avoiding fragments. Readings: Quiz 3 (10 pts) and discussion. Writing: "The College Essay" format; exemplification. 
	Bring USB flash drive to save work.


Narrative Essay Due (100 pts). Read "Exemplification" (29) and "Would I Lie to You?" (34). Bring quotation #4 (commentary should be 50 words now).


	Week 6
	3/22: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. CAI: fragments. Writing: Introductions and conclusions. Etudes: Introductory Paragraph Post activity (5 pts).

3/24: Grammar: Quiz on avoiding fragments (15 pts). Readings: Quiz 4 (10 pts) and discussion. Exemplification essay assigned. Prewriting: Outlining. 
	Bring USB flash drive to save work.



Read "Why I Want a Wife" (49) and "Double Talk" (40). Bring quotation #5.
 

	Week 7
	3/29: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. Online make-up quiz. Draft Check: Introduction and outline for exemplification essay. 
3/31: Share quotations. Grammar: Avoiding run-ons. Style: Combining sentences. Writing: Comparison/contrast. Readings: Quiz 5 (10 pts) and discussion. 

	Bring USB flash drive to save work.
 
 

Bring quotation #6. Read "Comparison-Contrast" (54) and "Figure Skaters and Ballet Dancers" (57) and "The American Family" (59).

	Week 8
	4/5: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. Draft check: Exemplification essay. CAI: Run-ons.

4/7:  Share quotations. Grammar: Quiz on avoiding run-ons (15 pts). Readings: Quiz 6 (10 pts) and discussion. Writing: Comparison-contrast essay assigned. Prewriting: Charting differences and similarities.

	Bring flash drive to save work.


Exemplification Essay Due (120 pts). Read “A Matter of Geography" (55) and “Neat People v. Sloppy People” (61). Bring quotation #7.  

	SPRING BREAK
	
4/12 No class.

4/14 No class.

	Look for letter in the mail.

	Week 9
	4/19: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. Draft check: Outline and Introduction to Comparison-Contrast essay. Student Success: Writer’s Notebook Check (20 pts). Check grades in Etudes and update Personal Grade Record in Writer’s Notebook. Online makeup quiz.
 
4/21: Share quotations. Readings: Quiz 7 (10 pts) and discussion. Grammar: Subject-verb agreement. Writing: Argumentation-Persuasion. Student Success: Critical Reading.

	Writer’s Notebook Due (20 pts). Bring USB flash drive to save work.





Read "Argumentation-Persuasion" (72) and "The Right to Die" (84). Bring quotation #8.

	Week 10
	4/26: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. Draft check: Comparison-Contrast essay. CAI: Subject-verb agreement.

4/28: Share quotations. Readings: Quiz 8 (10 pts) and discussion. Grammar: Quiz on subject-verb agreement (15 pts). Prewriting: Discussion of controversial issues for Argumentation essay. Writing: Argumentation essay assigned.
	Bring flash drive to save work.



Comparison-Contrast Essay Due (135 pts). Read “The Year-Round School” (81), "How About Low-Cost Drugs" (89) and "It Is Time to Stop" (94). Bring quotation #9 (commentary should be 100 words now).


	Week 11
	5/3: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. Online make-up quiz. Gathering Sources: Research Exercise (50 pts). Library Skills: Locating a book. 

5/5: Share quotations. Writing: Introduction with summary. Grammar: Pronoun agreement and reference.  Punctuation: Commas. Student Success: Counselor Presentation.
	Bring USB flash drive to save work. 



Bring quotation #10. 

	Week 12
	5/10: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. CAI: Pronoun agreement and reference. Draft check: Introduction with summary and topic sentences for Argumentation-Persuasion essay. Student Success: Assess your progress in the class.
5/12: Grammar: Quiz on pronoun agreement and reference (15 pts). Share quotations. Writing: Incorporating quotations to add authority to your argumentation-persuasion essay. Documentation: MLA Quotation with In-text Citation Activity (10 pts).
	Bring USB flash drive to save work. Research Exercise Due (50 pts).




Bring quotation #11. 

	Week 13
	5/17: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. Online make-up quiz. MLA Formatting: Running Header. Draft check: Argumentation-Persuasion essay. Online make-up quiz.

5/19: Pronoun types and person. Share quotations. Documentation: MLA Works Cited Group Activity (10 pts). 
	Bring USB flash drive to save work.
 



Bring quotation #12. 

	Week 14
	5/24: Meet in computer lab. Check ECC email. MLA Formatting: Hanging Indent. Draft check: Works Cited page of Argumentation-Persuasion essay. Student Success: Check grades in Etudes for any missing work or low grammar quiz scores.

5/26: Grammar: Quiz on pronoun types and person (15 pts). Last day to share quotations. Evaluate class. Student Success: Sign up for grade conference date/time.
	Bring USB flash drive to save work.






Argumentation Essay Due (175 pts).

	Week 15
	5/31: No class. Memorial Day Holiday.


6/2:  Optional meeting H221G: Last day to take make-up quizzes. Last day to submit late work.
	


Note change of room to Instructor Office H221G!!

	Week 16
	6/7: Instructor conferences H221G. Pick up Argumentation Essays.

6/9: Instructor conferences H221G. Pick up Argumentation Essays.
	


