
Child Development 104: The Home, the School and the Community 
Fall 2009 

 
Instructor:  Tamara R. Jackson, Ph.D. 

trjackson@elcamino.edu 
 
Course Requisites:  
 Appropriate pre-or co-requisites as required 
 Recommended preparation:  eligibility for English IA 
 
Course Description: 
 This course deals with the environmental influences upon the child from infancy  to 
maturity.  Topics will include, but are not limited to, socialization, the family, schooling, peers, the 
media, community ecology, child neglect and abuse and cultural diversity. 
 
Course Objectives:  
 Given class lectures, discussion, reading, observations and other instructional activities, 
multiple choice and essay exams and other written assignments, students will demonstrate at least 
passing level competency in being able to: 

1. Examine the complex interrelationships of the home, the schools, and the community 
and analyze how it affects development.  

2. Analyze cultural influences of the development of the child in American Society. 
3. Identify socializing agents such as the family, mass media and educational systems and 

analyze their effects on the child’s development.   
4. Analyze social conditions that influence the quality of life for children and families.  
5. Identify community agencies designed for specific populations such as homeless 

families, abused children and after school recreation, and evaluate the services they 
provide.  

6. .Compare and contrast values and morals from different cultures and how they influence 
child development.   

7. Compare and contrast parenting styles from a variety of cultures.  
8.   Analyze biases and stereotypes and their effect on a child’s development.    
9.   Formulate methods for responding to the diverse needs of children and their   
      families.  
 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
1. Critically assess community support services and agencies that are available to 

community and families. 
2. Analyze one’s own values, goals and sense of self as related to family history and life 

experiences, assessing how this impacts relationships with children and families.  
 

Methods of Evaluation: 
1.      Written homework and term papers (written reports, resource guides) 
2.      Multiple choice and essay exams 

 
Course Requirements: 
 1. Socialization Paper and Oral Report    10 points 

2.   Community Agency Report        5 points 
3. Community Resource Notebook     15 points  

 4. Midterm:  Multiple choice and essay    20 points. 
 5. Final:  Multiple choice and essay     40 points.  

6.   Regular Attendance  & participation in class activities   10 points  
          Total 100 points. 
 
Grading Criteria: 
100-90=A  89-79=B  78-68=C  67-57=D     56- 00 =F 



 
Required Texts:  Child, Family, and Community: Family-Centered Early Care and Education.  
Janet Gonzalez-Mena.  Pearson Publishers.  ISBN: 978-0-13-513230-2 

 
 
 

Course Schedule 
Week 1 
10/27 Chapter 1  Introductions, Child in context of Family and Community 
10/29 Chapter 2  Supporting Families Around Issues of Attachment 
 
 
Week 2 
11/3 Chapter 3:   Supporting Families with Autonomy Seeking Youngsters 
11/5 Chapter 4:   Sharing Views of Initiative with Families 
 
 
Week 3 
11/10 Chapter 5:  Working with Families of School-Age Children  
11/12 Chapter 6:   Understanding Families’ Goals, Values, and Culture 
 
 
Week 4 
11/17 Chapter 7:   Working with Families on Guidance    
11/19 Chapter 8:   Working w/ Families; Addressing Feelings/Problem solving  
 
 
Week 5 
11/24    Midterm: Chapters 1-8 
11/26    Thanksgiving Holiday  
 
Week 6 
12/1 Chapter 9     Working with Families to Support Self-Esteem 

Socialization Paper and Oral Report Due 
12/3 Chapter 10:   Working with Families Around Gender Issues 
 
 
Week 7 
12/8 Chapter 11:    Stress and Success in Family Life 
12/10 Chapter 12:   Early Care, Education Programs as Community Resources 
 Chapter 13   Other Community Resources 
    Community Agency Report Due 
 
 
Week 8 
12/15 Chapter 14:   Societal Influences on Children and Families 

Chapter 15:   Social Policy Issues 
 

12/17    Final Exam: Chapters 1-15 
 

Community Resource Notebook Due 
 
 
 
  


