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SOME INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS TO THE READING LIST

A.  THE PURPOSE AND THE NEED

     Cardinal Newman comes close to the true meaning of education in his series of lectures entitled Idea of a University (1852). I am condensing Section 10 of Discourse VII here.

“If then a practical end must be assigned…” to a University degree, I say that it is that of training good members of society in the art of living with people, and in fitness for the world. University education is not content with forming just the economist or the engineer. It aims also at raising the intellectual level of society, at cultivating the public mind, and at supplying true principles of popular enthusiasm. It gives a man a clear conscious view of his own opinions and judgments, a truth in developing them, and an eloquence in expressing them. It teaches him to see things as they are, to disentangle a skein of thought…and to have the repose of mind of a mind that lives in itself while it lives in the world… a mind that enlightens and pleases the society into which it travels and a mind that has resources for its happiness at home when it cannot go into society.

     Newman summarizes here what most teachers trained in an academic discipline hold to be the most important aspect of a proper education: the cultivation of one’s mind for one’s own sake and for the sake of others with whom one comes into contact, and the developing of a sound mind that can see things in their right prospect and can form wise judgments so that one can live life with pleasure and satisfaction. An uncultivated mind is like a weed patch: considerably less productive and less rewarding to its owner than it ought to be.

     Most educated people of the last few centuries have been in agreement that, in addition to specialized professional or vocational knowledge, all students would profit from a considerable contact with the humanities --- especially literature--- because literature records in the most direct way the accumulated experience of the race and what it means to be a human being, and they believed that this knowledge would contribute directly to the development of sound judgment and a satisfying philosophy of life, as well as providing a common background of cultural information that simplifies communication among educated people. Literature requirements for all students intending to take a degree were common up until about 1930 in most colleges.

     Modern American colleges, except for a very few private institutions, have regrettably now moved so far from Newman’s ideal that it seems almost ludicrous to suppose that they are much concerned with the development of a truly educated student or with the cultivation of his or her mind. Except for a few token requirements of a fairly undiscriminating nature, the colleges have abdicated their responsibility for prescribing the courses most appropriate for a liberal education, course requiring extensive reading and study of the great writers and thinkers of the past. Instead, they offer a wide variety of mostly non-sequential courses (which therefore develop no logical sequence of information), and many of these courses are too superficial or too much specialized in content to be really useful in imparting a liberal education. The colleges then expect the students, whose educational background is insufficient to judge the courses, to choose, wisely or foolishly, the components of their own education. The United States appears to be the only nation in which this kind of educational anarchy flourishes. Almost all other nations, many as democratic as the U. S., believe that education is too precious and too costly to be treated in such a haphazard way, and they believe also that there is still a core of common knowledge that all educated people should have.

*******************************************

     There are several reasons for the loss of liberal and cultural education in the U. S., and some of them are good reasons --- the reasons, in fact, are far better than the unhappy results they have produced.

(1)
The standard liberal education in the U. S., based on the curricula of schools such as Harvard and Yale, and Oxford and Cambridge in England, and heavily oriented toward the Greek and Latin classics, modern literature, history, philosophy, and fine arts, was felt to be an education for the political and economic elite, who were primarily interested in maintaining the status quo. (The privileged did not want education related to current social, political, ethical, racial, or economic problems). 

      Growing minority groups, whose cultural backgrounds sometimes differ from the standard Western European culture emphasized in the traditional liberal-arts program, felt that their interests were not included in the traditional program, and disadvantaged groups of various kinds felt that their concerns were primarily economic and political rather than cultural.

     As a result of such thinking and pressures, many schools in the last thirty years have dropped most of their remaining liberal-arts requirements, thus ceasing to function as colleges in most of the traditional ways and turning themselves into educational cafeterias where students drop in and out, picking up largely unrelated dishes here and there to form usually an indigestible meal of little nutritional value. To preserve the semblance of education, degrees are still given for a collection of a certain number of units in these random samplings, but the results often fail to comprise an education any more (to mix metaphors) than a collection of automobile parts selected at random will go together to make up a car.

(2)
It was felt that in the U.S., as an example of democracy, schools should operate as a microcosm of society, and therefore that the students should be free to choose their own courses without much regard to meeting any overall requirements of a core of common background knowledge and culture.

(3)
In the last 40 years, all schools (elementary through college) have fallen under the control of professional administrators (or managers, as they now sometimes call themselves) who are trained in business administration or school finance instead of a traditional academic discipline, and who have often little regard for the academic process, or concern with true education, but who are, instead, concerned with maximizing numbers of students and state funding.

(4)
Pernicious educational philosophies beginning with Dewey and others in the 1920’s stressed that education for daily living was more important than education for life (i.e., true education of the mind). While it is obviously important to teach practical matters, such as how to calculate your income tax, many high schools went so far as to concentrate entirely on “life-adjustment” courses as a replacement for courses of basis content that were needed as foundation for later work. English grammar was replaced by idle class exchanges of uninformed opinion, foreign language was discarded because it had no everyday application in the eyes of administrators and ill-trained teachers who didn’t know any foreign language, history became, instead of fact needed to understand the modern world, pointless “relevant” discussion of current events. The “new math” almost killed acquisition of mathematical skills needed for more advanced mathematics.

(5)
There has always been an unfortunate anti-intellectual attitude among most people in the U. S., stemming, perhaps, from frontier days when there was thought to be no time for learning. Those days are gone, and today’s technically and socially complex society requires detailed learning. But the attitude prevails, especially among poorly educated people, and it discourages many American students from making the effort to excel in their studies. In most other countries, solid learning is considered, as it should be, an honor and an asset.

(6)
There has never been a moneyed, leisure class in the U.S., like the aristocracies of Europe, which had, as one of their few useful activities, the devotion of their resources to the support and pursuit of knowledge and promotion of culture in the arts. De Tocqueville, in his famous study of American democracy (1835-40), listed the lack of a leisure class as one of the disadvantages of our democratic system that would prevent our development into a truly civilized nation. America has, in fact, substituted for this kind of excellence another standard --- a high standard of living for a large fraction of its people. While this is a praiseworthy standard and one that the world has sought to imitate, no degree of prosperity compensates an intelligent man or woman for a lack of culture and knowledge.

(7)
Because the U. S. has enjoyed a high standard of living, poorly educated people have usually been able to find relatively highly paid jobs, and this has led to the widespread belief that education is not necessary to be able to live a comfortable life, and also to the equally fallacious belief that the only purpose of education is to obtain training for some kind of job. As a matter of fact, no one, until the last 40 years in the U.S., ever had the strange notion that education had much to do with preparation for employment. Education had as its goal cultivating the mind to prepare a man or woman to enjoy the culture to which he or she was an heir (instead of living a barren life that a primitive being who had no heritage of culture might have led), making it possible to enjoy the fruits of civilization’s great accomplishments in literature, the arts, philosophy, and the sciences. Only recently, and primarily in the U.S., where larger and larger fractions of high-school graduates who have very few intellectual or cultural interests are attending colleges, have the colleges converted themselves into vocational or professional training institutions.

                                *************************************************

     There are strong arguments in favor of diversity in college courses rather than a degree of uniformity produced by some system of minimal requirements in the liberal arts. One such argument is that the schools in a democracy should reflect the wishes of the people who support them, and if the people want the schools to be low-culture, high-vocational institutions, their wishes ought to be considered. But there is a stronger argument for not compromising true principles of education --- for not converting the colleges, whose primary duty is the transmission of the cultural heritage and the teaching of the basics needed to provide the foundation for specialized professional work (engineering, medicine, law, etc.), into institutions for the correction of social evils, community recreation centers, vocational training centers, special-interest-groups’ indoctrination courses, etc. at the expense of the established liberal-arts, traditional, cultural curriculum. The stronger argument is that schools are charged with the preservation of the democratic way of life, and they have the obligation to produce an informed, literate citizenry who have been educated in the liberal principles of truth with respect for honesty, justice, democracy in practice, and humanity, without which a free society cannot survive. The restraints that a government imposes upon its people must increase and become more irksome in proportion to the extent to which its citizens depart in their thinking and living from the high principles of the traditional liberal-arts education. Students who go through college and learn nothing except how to ear a living --- who learn nothing of beauty, culture, history, humanity, who think that it is all right to cheat their customers and cheat on their income tax and cheat on the quality of their goods or services --- surely contribute to the downfall of our free society.

B.  WHY YOU SHOULD DO SOME READING
Here are some remarks touching upon the need for students to undertake a conscientious program of cultural reading and self-education.

1. You are probably a victim of a sub-standard education.

     If you are a U. S. high-school graduate, you are, regrettably, a victim of a sub-standard education. While students in most of the other leading nations of the world have been learning the basic facts of history, literature of their own (and other) countries, mathematics, science, music, art, religion and philosophy, and how to write and speak their own language with style and eloquence as well as how to get along in one or two foreign languages, from grades 7 through 12, U.S. students spend most of this time, when the mind is most acquisitive and retentive, in acquiring and retaining very little --- learning very few facts of history, art, science, or mathematics, reading almost none of the great literature of their own language, acquiring almost no ability in speaking or writing effectively or even correctly, not learning to recognize or appreciate great music or even to read music, not learning even the names of the great philosophers whose writings European students are expected to be able to discuss with some understanding, gaining no information about the structure of their own language or any other language

     An average European 8th grade schoolchild speaks and writes better, and has more information about things that matter (the solid basic subjects upon which other knowledge is built) than ¾ of American high-school graduates have. Although the U.S. spends more per capita on education than other nations do, American high-school graduates are rather laughingly regarded throughout the world as ignoramuses --- happy, probably, with a lot of material goods, but sadly uninformed, childish in knowledge and understanding, primitive or naïve in emotional responses, incapable of grasping or discussing any serious issue. (This does not mean that American college graduates are considered ignorant in their fields of specialization; especially in business and technical fields, U.S. graduates are among the best, partly because their training depends upon some expensive equipment and progressive methods, of which the U.S. has a lot). What the graduates do not have is true education or cultural background.

2.
What can you talk to other people about?
     The kinds of studies that help to cultivate the mind (in addition, of course to one’s major field of study) are commonly agreed upon (by educated people) to be those termed the humanities – history, philosophy, the fine arts and, especially, literature.

     No amount of specialized training in the sciences or in technical subjects such as mathematics or engineering will make up for the background that one fails to obtain if he fails to read some of the best literature and the most influential literature of Western civilization. We who are interested in physics, chemistry, mathematics, engineering, presumably find these subjects enjoyable and even fascinating, but we must bear in mind that to most of our acquaintances, these subjects are dull because the subjects deal with quantitative relations and things, rather than with emotions and people, and they deal with facts rather than opinions. They are not the kinds of subjects that can easily be talked about on social occasions because they permit no interchange of ideas based on general experience or general knowledge, but can only be discussed or enjoyed by other specialists.

     For these reasons, society has come to regard the man or woman who knows only a technical subject, however well he may know it and however abstruse its character, as rather uneducated and rather tiresome. Perhaps it’s because there is relatively little opportunity for the wit, humor, and interplay of high intellectual spirits about quantitative subjects that characterize the best conversation of educated people, when they are obliged to talk about quantitative subjects such as physics and mathematics; these subjects restrict the playful imagination because they go by fixed rules, which one must know. (Of course, there is unlimited imagination in the discussion of advanced topics of physics between experts, but that’s not social conversation).

     In his book, The Two Cultures, the English physicist and novelist, C.P. Snow, remarks that his acquaintances in the humanities were scornful of any technical man who was not reasonably familiar with a few Shakespeare plays, but, on the other hand, they considered it very unreasonable that a technical man would expect them, as humanities majors, to know some of the basic laws of nature, such as the Second Law of Thermodynamics, and what it implies about order and disorder in the universe. Society’s attitude is summed up in the familiar saying, “Great minds discuss ideas, mediocre minds discuss people, and small minds discuss things”.  The saying is considerably in error, of course --- when engineers talk about some technical “things”, they deal with quite complex ideas of the physical world.  But the unhappy fact is that society will think you an uneducated bore if you know nothing besides a technical or scientific subject.

     A man or woman who knows nothing but a technical subject is usually not only dull company for others but also dull company for himself or herself. If he has acquired no interests in literature, art, music, philosophy, drama, and history, he has pretty well cut himself off from the society of the most interesting people around him, and he will have to confine his leisure activity to sports, hobbies and spectator activities. Unfamiliar topics that he hears about arouse no response in him because he has no information to start with. On the other hand, the broadly educated man is interested in almost everything he hears, because he can relate it to something he already knows, and he can contribute to a sensible discussion it. He has the confidence that so many narrowly trained technical people unfortunately lack --- a confidence that he knows the general background, if not the details, of almost any subject that arises --- and he has this confidence because he knows that he has acquired, from wide reading, as much information as those around him. It isn’t snobbery that the well-educated man seeks or manifests; it’s a feeling of self-confidence and assurance that is difficult to describe but easy to detect.

     The man or woman who will not take the time and put forth the effort to acquire some knowledge of literature and other cultural subjects in youth is, as the cliché goes, to be pitied rather than scorned --- although he will probably be both pitied and scorned by most educated people --- because he has chosen to live his life at a low level of intellectual activity and interest that most educated people find intolerable. A life of television and physical activities and hobbies falls quite a bit short of the pleasure and excitement of intellectual social intercourse --- about as far short as hamburger falls of beef Stroganov or boeuf en croustade, or boiled potatoes of the puffed potatoes served in French restaurants. Of course, a man who has lived on boiled potatoes all his life will probably declare them to be nourishing, satisfying, and even tasty; if you try to tell him that there are indeed a lot better foods to be had, he will probably deny it. Similarly, some Physics 1D students who have never read anything seem amused and a little incredulous that anyone would expect them to educate themselves by reading some of the “great books” in order to get more out of life; they’ve decided upon their diet of boiled potatoes, and they’re determined to stick to that diet. Well, I’d say, let them --- but avoid them as social friends.

     On the other hand, a great many sensible students will probably agree with my hypothesis that it is better to learn something of literature and the general culture than not to learn it; the hypothesis is proved, in fact, by the observation that almost all people who have learned something do not want to return to the state where they were ignorant of it. The problem, of course, is that a fair investment of time and effort is needed to develop a cultural background in literature --- or, indeed, to do anything else worthwhile, since the only admirable accomplishments are those that take time and effort to learn. Technical students are always short of time because of long assignments from physics teachers (and other such dedicated beings), and they need to make the best use of the little time they have, mostly during the summers, in acquiring a wider cultural background.

     In the opinion of many educators who have experimented with “great books” programs, most students gain a more useful and general cultural background by selected reading in the great books or classics of Western civilization more efficiently and faster than they can gain it by any other method. This kin of reading is therefore advisable for technical students because it maximizes useful learning while minimizing the time to acquire it. A more roundabout way would be to choose a topic of interest and read a great deal about it, then branch off into related topics, and keep going. There is a danger in specialized reading before one has a good general background, however, and that is that the good general background will never develop. People who develop an all-absorbing interest in one or two things they know about are as tiresome to spend an evening with as those whose lives are filled with lurid events, like criminal lawyers and moose hunters.

     It will help, of course, if you will choose wisely those few cultural electives that you have (or, better still, if you will take a couple of extra semesters and take some broadening courses --- unless you have a financial problem, there is really no good reason to rush out into the job market, because you have a long time ahead of you to work; spend another year in college). 

Background courses ought to include at least the following:

(a) History of Western Civilization.

(b) English literature of the period of the best writers, roughly from Shakespeare to Shaw.

(c) World literature.

(d) Introductory courses in art and music, unless you have already a performer’s knowledge.

(e) At least two semesters of a foreign language; French is probably best, but Spanish is more useful these days.

(f) Zoology or physiology or biology.

(g) History of philosophy.

 If these courses are supplemented with as much reading as you can do in the best books, you will come out of college (or you will enter your 30’s) with a fairly sound educational background. Most of the work needs to be done before job and marriage responsibilities set in; there is not much time after that. If you are lucky, you will meet in your upper-division or graduate work one or two students of similar and congenial interests who are also interested in reading and learning, with whom you will talk over many of life’s important questions and extend your knowledge and interests, modify your outlook on many issues toward a more informed, more humanely liberal one and become aware of what has been written and thought about many important questions by great writers and thinkers. It clarifies your thinking and outlook to know what has already been said about an issue; it also saves time in coming to conclusions. A good many hours may be spent, pleasantly but fruitlessly, in arguing over issues that have already been clarified by Plato or Mill or Darwin or in a story by Dickens or an essay by Emerson --- if one were only aware of what they had said.

     This is the end of these rather extensive comments about the need for you to take some action to broaden your education by doing some reading.

C.  SOME COMMENTS ABOUT THE CLASSICS OR GREAT-BOOKS LIST

     There seemed to me no point in merely making a list of 200 or 300 titles of books that have come to be accepted as influential or great books --- those that form the background and common knowledge of people usually considered to be educated. Such lists can be found in the backs of books published in uniform series like the Modern Library editions and the Everyman series. Any librarian can also look up such a list for you, since many people have compiled such lists. (The remarkable thing is that the lists have such a high correlation of the same titles). People who are interested in such lists can refer to page 65 here (The University of Chicago Great Books List, probably the most famous one), and page 66, a summary of many lists made up by various authorities and famous people. Here, I have tried to do three things not usually done on such lists --- to choose a relatively small number of books that most educated people would be expected to have read and that would form their reference system, to give enough description of each work so that a student unfamiliar with literature will know what he is getting into (and, maybe, to pique his or her curiosity to the point of wanting to dip into the book), and to list from the longer works unlikely ever to be read in their entirety by technical students some of the most interesting and important passages so that they will gain some feeling for the author and his ideas or stories even if they don’t have time to read the whole work.

     The setting down of any list always invites criticism, especially from those whose background or current interests lead them to spend much more time reading than I can spend. English teachers will naturally object to the inclusion of some books and the omission of others, and many will object to the idea of a list at all. Many people will object to the idea of selecting passages from certain long books instead of reading the whole thing, since it is universally regarded as bad form for the reader to tamper with the author’s work, reading one part and omitting another, and thus failing to grasp the work as a work of art in its entirety. My justification for making the list and selections is that, however inadequate, it is better than nothing if it will stimulate technical students to get started in developing their own cultural background by reading, even if they only manage one or two books a year.

     I have made an effort to distinguish really basic works --- those most often referred to, perhaps, by educated people, and most influential in shaping our way of thinking --- and have marked them Θ.  I think the student who is serious about educating himself may want to regard the books so marked as a basic list to be worked through at the rate of one or two a year (could we expect even three?) in the next few years. It is important to understand that you must persist in your efforts if you want to obtain results. Some of the books are difficult at first, or uninteresting (i.e., unrelated to anything you know --- that’s why you’re reading them). Getting through them, I think, has to be regarded as something between pleasure and duty --- not sheer drudgery, I hope, but not pure pleasure, either, that can be dropped whenever the book fails to amuse. You ought to feel some degree of pleasure or reward in what you’re reading; if not, you should go on to some other book. Samuel Johnson (on the list, of course) said, 

 When I was at Oxford, an old gentleman said to me, “Young man, ply your book diligently now, and acquire a stock of knowledge; for when years come upon you, you will find that poring over books will be but an irksome task”. ...  A man ought to read just as inclination leads him; for what he reads as a task will do him little good. A young man should read five hours a day, and so he may acquire a great deal of knowledge.

(You may count that you’ve been getting in some of your five hours a day in studying math, physics, chemistry).

     I did not intend the list, itself, to be a sort of superficial survey of literature, as it has turned out to be, but a guide to reading. Therefore, I was more dismayed than pleased, I think, when an engineering major at UCLA said that he had impressed his fiancée with this knowledge of literature (she was an English major) by merely studying the list, although he had read almost none of the books. Reading the list --- i.e., reading about books, is, of course, very different from reading the books. Superficial glibness about literature may be of slight service (as it was to the engineering student who said he had never read anything but “Hamlet”, but that he was always able to steer conversations around to that subject and so appear very knowledgeable), but that kind of knowledge is fake and does little credit to the possessor. We don’t consider that someone knows physics just because he has read about physics in a popular magazine but can’t work any physics problems. The list was begun in my own college days --- a sort of “things to be got around to eventually” list. My wife (an English major) added her suggestions, as well as friends and faculty members at El Camino. The list, of course, is a cultural background list, not a list of best-sellers or books dealing with pressing issues. People who read only best-sellers do not usually develop the firm foundation that a liberal education requires. I have now read about 80% of the books on the list (and, of course, many others that do not qualify). For those I haven’t read, I have taken my comments from friends who have read them, or from the literature outlines that most English teachers have. The factual data about the authors and books have come mostly from encyclopedias or literature guides. 

      Books are listed chronologically. An alphabetical list of authors and titles is given on the pink pages. My preference is to read them roughly in chronological order, since I felt that this gives a progressive picture of the development of literature and society and civilization. However, I think the student should take them in any order that pleases him. 

     I hope that the student who reads widely will undergo a few important changes for what he will consider to be the better. He or she will learn to distinguish good literature from bad, new ideas from old. He will develop a greater eloquence in speaking and writing, he will understand references of others who read, he will develop the confidence and self assurance that comes from wide reading, from knowing that he is familiar with the subject under discussion. Perhaps most important, since none of us can know a lot about everything, he can at least know enough to be able to tell when someone is talking nonsense --- to know what cannot be true.

     Since this list contains great books or classics, a definition would be in order but it is hard to compose, even though there is not a lot of disagreement on lists of great books. I can summarize here what is usually said of “classics” in courses like English 1A. A classic, for some reason, continues to be read and published over a long period after it was written, while other books written at the same time have disappeared for lack of readers. A long period means something like at least 25 years, more likely 100 years. I have not listed books written since 1940; their status as classics remains to be established by future readers. What causes a particular book to become a classic may, of course, involve many factors. A classic has a large number of possible interpretations or levels of significance, usually; it can be read and reread at different stages of one’s life and it seems to have something fresh and significant to say upon each reading. It gives insights into human nature and the human condition that go beyond its mere plot or its characters because it is a work of art that excites the mind and stimulates the imagination of the reader through its style, form, content, power of imagery, and universal appeal. It raises questions about the great issues of life and helps us form opinions about them --- issues such as matter and form, happiness, God, freedom and conformity, justice and evil, the infinite variety of relations with other human beings, marriage, the existence of absolutes to guide our lives by (if there are any), levels of emotional understanding and response, sex, capitalism and socialism, discovery in science and human intelligence, the creative impulse, good taste and bad taste, our cultural heritage, the place of the arts in our lives, and the meaning of life. A classic has been read by a great many people over the years, and a lot of people are familiar with it, which is one of the reasons (outside its intrinsic merit) that it has current value as a familiar reference for discussion. 

It is not, nor was it necessarily ever a best-seller --- i.e., if 
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There are, of course, some people (even a few well educated ones) who hold that a lot of the classics are dull. Some classics certainly are dull for some readers; not every classic can say something significant to every reader. But for most alert minds, books concerning fundamental questions of being, written by the greatest writers the human race has produced in the Western world, cannot be dull. One reason that some readers of this half-century find some classics dull is that we live in a day of rather meager mental exertion, when most people read books, if at all, to find thrill, shock, violence, or sensuality, not to find real matter for the mind to work with. While most readers can discover that there is merit in a substantial classic, and can see that most popular best-sellers are trash (i.e., devoid of any worthwhile content), it may be that some readers have had their minds so far destroyed by having read only trash, their senses so much dulled to the beauty and power of the English language by never having read or heard beautiful English, their sensitivities so much blunted by television and movies that strive for ever higher shock thresholds, that they will never be able to read a classic with any satisfaction. I hope that Physics 1D students will not be among this last lost lot. It is useful to remember that a considerable time spent with a great book (from which you gain something of lasting importance and something that you share with other people) is better spent than it would be if dissipated over several unimportant books or magazine articles, most of which are unmemorable and of only passing interest. It’s better to know a few great books well than to have read and forgotten a great many short and insignificant books or articles, although I am not discouraging, or course, the wish to be aware of current news and scientific advances so that one can discuss sensibly what is going on at the moment.

     Anyone serious about building a background of liberal education by wide reading will want to build up his own library of the best books he reads or intends to read. Great books can profitably be referred to on many occasions. It is desirable to have your own copies, not someone else’s or the library’s, so that you can mark words, passages or ideas that strike you as worth remembering. A book not marked up by you can hardly be counted as read carefully; it is not really a part of you or your library. (I underline all words I don’t know, mark the page number in front, and later make out a vocabulary card with the line where the word occurred, but that’s a peculiarity of mine that I indulge because a lot of my work consists of lecturing and I am concerned about vocabulary and style. I also mark apt quotations and important ideas). Twenty years later, you may find that elevation of taste and maturity caused you to find some of your original markings not so striking as you once thought them; or, on the contrary, you may find that your youthful taste and insight were remarkably sure.

     Inexpensive paperback classics are available at most large bookstores. Many book lovers prefer (as I do) second-hand, hard-cover books to paperbacks, because they are more durable and because the paper used in paperbacks is often of bad quality and yellows after a few years. Since classics are always in demand, it is often hard to find good used editions in used-book stores, but the discovery of such an edition adds a little zest to the book-hunting game. English editions are often superior to American editions in quality of paper, illustration, and printing; you can tell by the weight because good quality rag paper, which will not yellow in your lifetime or that of your immediate heirs, is heavy. Always check carefully that the book is not an abridgement if you want the complete book. Some publishers (especially book clubs) have an unpleasant habit of condensing books (bad form!) and advising the buyer of that fact only in extremely small print scarcely noticeable on the title page or in the introduction. My own preference is to avoid also “collected” books e.g., 5 novels by Agatha Christie bound into one cover at $8.95, or things like that, because I find them unwieldy to manage while reading (and I probably don’t want to read 5 novels by one author, anyway, at the same time). I also avoid books, even in handsome editions, if the print is very small, because the reading of such small print is irksome, even if one has normal eyesight. You can locate used-book stores in the telephone book and if you visit a few of them, you will learn which ones have reasonable prices and which ones overcharge. If you have children (one hopes no more than 2; they tend to multiply), it will be of immense advantage for them to have lots of books around while they are growing, and to read to them everyday instead of allowing them to watch mindless junk on the TV set. Before that day arrives, we may hope that you will have read a good many great books, yourself, so that you may be on the way to being a wise and understanding parent, as well as a loving and kind one --- as all physics and engineering majors should be. It will be embarrassing not to know the answers to questions your child (or 2 children) will ask. One student told me that he had taken my suggestion in 1A to read to his first child. Although it was not to be born yet for another 2 months, he had been reading it some children’s classics and selected passages from Sears, Mechanics, Heat and Sound. I believe that some psychologists hold that reading to a child while it is still in the mother’s womb does indeed establish a bond between parents and child, but the content of material read to a child of age -2 months is probably not very important. At a later age, when content does matter, if you don’t know what to read to your child, get a list of children’s classics for various ages from the library; that may be safer than asking the librarian, because some librarians don’t read books.

THE READING LIST

An annotated list intended to provide a background in Western culture for majors in Engineering, Physics, Mathematics, and Chemistry (especially in Engineering, because the engineers take even fewer general cultural courses than the others, and so run the risk of being even more seriously deprived) --- or, to put the matter in a slightly different way, a list designed to keep students who are really quite bright from appearing ignorant and uninformed when they get into the world of non-physicists, non-mathematicians, and non-engineers, where educated people talk about literature, history, art, music, theater, and lots of other things, ---and, to offer technical students a richer life than one filled only with technical topics.

T. Wilson, Physics 1D, 1965

******************************************************              
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1.
THE BIBLE, AUTHORIZED (or KING JAMES) VERSION.
(1300 BC TO AD 100; 1611)
The King James Version is the version of the Bible used in most English-speaking Protestant churches.  A group of eminent scholars and writers prepared this famous English version in 1611, in the reign of James I, by translation from Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testament and Greek manuscripts of the New Testament.

The English name comes from the term applied by the Greeks to the writings, simply 
[image: image4.wmf]biblia

 (=books).  The Jews and the first Christians (converted Jews) held the Old Testament writings as sacred --- the word of God revealed through prophets.  The New Testament, compiled from the writings of men inspired by Jesus Christ, was assembled in its present form around A.D. 200, when it became the canonical (=official) scripture for Christian churches around the Mediterranean; these later evolved into the Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox Catholic churches.

The King James Version is one of the greatest works in the English language, both in the powerful simplicity and beauty of its language (notice how high the ratio of simple English words, often monosyllables, to clumsier long words of Latin origin, so much favored by modern technical writers), and in the very great influence it has exerted on almost all English and American writers.  One can read it with pleasure as literature, whether or not he attaches any religious significance to the writings, and most four-year colleges give a course in Literature of the Bible in the English Department.

It is important to read the King James Version, since it is the source of the hundreds of phrases and quotations that have become a part of English speech and writing.  Several modern versions of the Bible have appeared, but all of them lose much of the power and beauty of the King James Version without adding much to the clarity.  One has to be aware in reading the K.J.V., of course, as in reading Shakespeare, that a few words have changed meaning since 1600 --- e.g., suffer has pretty well lost its earlier meaning of permit, allow, as in Jesus’ request, “Suffer the little children to come unto me,” and the older verb forms in the singular still prevail (I have, thou hast, he hath; I come, thou comest, he cometh).

Modern Roman Catholic churches do not usually use the King James Version of the Protestant churches but instead use the Douay Bible, translated into English from the Latin Vulgate Bible in 1582.  Its language is more Latinate than that of the K.J.V., and it lacks the emotionally powerful and figurative language of the K.J.V.  The Douay Bible has never much influenced English writers because the Church of England (Anglican) had separated from the Roman Catholic Church in 1532 (under Henry VIII) before the Douay Bible was written, and it was rarely seen in England.

SELECTIONS: OLD TESTAMENT

(a)
All of Genesis, except chapters like 16 and 20 that are just genealogies.  

This book contains many of the well-known stories of the Old Testament: Adam and Eve, Noah, Jacob and Rachel, the Tower of Babel, Joseph and Pharaoh, etc.

(b)
Exodus, Chap. 2 (7-16), Chap. 20 

Birth of Moses, plagues, Red Sea passage, Passover, Ten Commandments

(c)
Joshua, Chap. 6, 10.  Jericho, stopping of sun and moon

(d)
Judges, 13-16.  Samson and Delilah

(e)
Ruth    Ruth and Naomi

(f)
I Samuel, 17-20    David and Goliath, Jonathan.

(g)
II Samuel, 11, 12, 13, 15 (x-xiv), 18
   David, Absalom, Bathsheba (Note 18, xxxiii, one of the most touching laments in English)

(h)
Esther   Esther and King Ahasueris (=Xerxes of Persia, 470 B.C.)

(i)
Job, 1-4, 5 (i-viii), 14, 19, 29-31, 36-41.  This book is considered one of the great literary treatments of human suffering.  Victor Hugo called it, “perhaps the greatest masterpiece of the human mind;” (presumably he meant masterpiece of literary nature).

(j)
Psalms, 19, 23, 37 (xi), 100, 121, 130 are among the most famous

(k)
Proverbs, 1(vii, x), 4 (vii, xviii), 6 (vi), 7 (xxi, xxii), 8 (xi), 14 (xxxiv), 15 (i, xvii), 16 (sviii, xxxii), etc.

(l)
Ecclesiastes, 1 (i-ix, xvii, xviii), 3 (I-viii), 8 (xv), 9 (x), 11, 12 (i-viii).

(m)
Song of Solomon, 2. (This book contains some beautiful and sensual lines but rather confused sense.  The originals are believed to have been folk poems of love into which various editors tried to introduce some religious significance.)

(n)
Daniel, 1-6  (Fiery furnace, handwriting on the wall, the lion’s den)

(o)
Jonah, 1, 2  (The large fish…it doesn’t say whale)

NEW TESTAMENT
(p)
St. Luke   Preferences vary for the best of the four gospels (biographies of Jesus Christ).  Many authorities consider Luke the most poetic and best balanced; you may prefer Matthew, Mark or John.

(q)
Romans, 1, 2 (xi, xiv), 6, 8 (xxxi), 12, 14 (xiv).  St. Paul’s letters form much of the basis of Christian theology.  Progressive churches are probably hard put to reconcile their practices with some of his statements.

(r)
I Corinthians, 6 (viii-xx), 7 (i-ix, xxv-xi), 9 (i), 13 (on charity), 15 (on the resurrection of Christ and man; note iv)

(s)
Galatians, 5 (xiii-xxi), 6 (vii).

(t)
Colossians, 3 (xvii-xxv)

(u)
Revelations, 6 (the Four Horsemen), 1 (viii)

APOCRYPHA
The 14 books of the Apocrypha were dropped from the King James Version around 1890 because Biblical scholarship indicated that they were less authentic than the other books.  They remain in the Douay Bible, and may be had separately in the King James Version.
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(v)
Judith, 7-16 (Judith and Holofernes)

(w)
Susanna, (Susanna and the Elders)

2. HOMER, The Iliad (900 B.C. ?), Books 1, 3, 6, 7, 22, at least.  See description under #3.

[image: image8.png]


3. HOMER, The Odyssey (900 B.C.?), Books 1, 9, 10, 11, 12, 21, at least

Western literature begins with these two long epic poems.  The Iliad (the name comes from Ilion, the Greek word for the city of Troy) tells of the battles of the mainland Greeks with the Trojan Greeks in the 10th year of the Trojan War, which was said to have started after young Paris, son of King Priam of Troy, boldly carried off Helen, the world’s greatest beauty, and (unfortunately for Paris) wife of King Menelāus of Sparta;  the fortunes of battle swing from day to day, and the reader takes sides, as in a baseball game, and supports his favorite heroes.  The Odyssey (the name comes from the name of the hero, Odysseus in Greek , Ulysses in Latin) relates the wanderings and adventures of Odysseus 

during the 10-year period after the war ends before he again reaches his home in Ithaca, and of the troubles of his wife, Penelope, and his son, Telemachus, during his absence.

These two works, attributed by the Greeks to Homer, a poet about whom little was known, rank as immense artistic achievements---the more so if, as appears, they had no precedents (except a few Old Testament writings, not usually classified as Western literature).  Almost all educated people are acquainted with the stories of the Odyssey, and there are innumerable references to them in all of Western literature.  It is probable that Homer collected and edited the folk poems that were traditionally recited at Greek gatherings, and wrote them down in their present form.  The writing was probably done sometime between 800 and 700 B.C., and the period written about (the Trojan War) was around 1200 B.C. By the time of the Golden Age of Greece (500-350 B.C.), Homer’s writings were held in much the same reverence that Shakespeare’s writings are by modern English speakers.

In Greek, the lines of the poems are unrhymed (as was all Latin and Greek poetry) and were hexameter lines, so that they had something of the rhythm of Longfellow’s Evangeline.  (Thís ĭs thě / fórěst prĭm/évăl, thě/ múrmŭrĭng / pínes ănd thě / hémlocks…).

Greek and Latin poetry was not based on a scheme of alternations of stressed and unstressed syllables, as English poetry is, but on a system of rather complicated patterns of long and short vowels, which cannot be reproduced in English.  It is better to get a prose translation, preferably one with rather archaic English that gives a fairly literal translation and conveys the antiquity.  Verse translations, however well done, usually produce awkward and unreadable lines, and tend to be rather tiresome in long epic poems.

The Iliad and the Odyssey are quite long, and I have therefore suggested excerpts that contain the main thread of the story.  To appreciate the artistic continuity of either, it should, of course, be read in its entirety.  Although the Trojan War was a historical fact, most of the events described in these epic poems are legend.  In the Iliad, several of the Greek gods and goddesses play important roles, and the modern reader may need a book with notes to explain some of the allusions.  This is hardly necessary, though, with the Odyssey.  Most people consider the Odyssey easier to read, and it contains more of the well known stories (encounter of Odysseus with the sorceress Circe, battle with the Cyclops, Odysseus’s battle with the insolent suitors who took over his house and wooed his wife, Penelope, who had to keep raveling her weaving).

Within, my comrades heard the fair-tressed goddess, Circe (pron. sir-see), singing with sweet voice…Then among them spoke Polites, a leader of men, dearest to me of my comrades, and trustiest:  “Friends, within, someone goes to and fro before a great web, singing sweetly…, some goddess it is, or some woman.  Come, let us call quickly to her.”  So he spoke, and my comrades cried aloud.  And she straightway came forth and opened the bright doors, and bade them in, and all went with her in their folly….  She brought them in and made them sit on chairs and seats, and made for them a potion of cheese and barley meal and yellow honey with Pramnian wine;  but in the food she mixed baneful drugs, that they might utterly forget their native land…and she presently smote them with her wand, and penned them into sties.  And they had the heads, and voice, and bristles, and shape of swine, but their minds remained unchanged even as before.  (Odyssey, Book X, lines 220-240, prose translation by A.T. Murray in the Loeb Classical Library, with Greek and translation facing.)
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4. SŎPHOCLĒS, Oedipus Rex (Oedipus the King) 430 B.C.

This is probably the most famous of the Greek tragic dramas.  Shortly after the birth of Oedipus, an oracle predicted that he would kill his father (King Laius) and marry his mother (Queen Jocasta).  To prevent these undesirable things, his father had the baby sent away, but by the curious workings of inescapable fate (a favorite theme of the Greek tragedians), the prophecy, unlikely as it seems, is fulfilled.  The play follows Oedipus as he discovers what has happened.  The less attractive features of the Oedipus myth are familiar to most students today through the Oedipus complex in psychology.  In Greek, Oedipus, the name, is a combination of roots meaning “swollen” and “foot”—he was so named because of a deformity.  (See Number 126 on the list for Greek mythology.)Chorus (to Oedipus):

	Our beloved country was sinking fast

Till you took the helm, and now you may
      prove
Our guide and salvation again.

Jocasta:

Tell me, my lord, in heaven’s name

What can have set such fury working in
      you?

Oedipus:

It is Creon, the way he plots against me…

He says that I am Laius’s murderer…


	Jocasta:

What is it? What have I said to startle you
       so ?

Oedipus:

I thought I heard you say that Laius

Was murdered at a place where three roads
       meet…

Jocasta:

It was just before you appeared in Thebes.




(From line 670, translation by Peter Arnott; several lines omitted here)

5. SŎPHOCLĒS, Antígonē (Σ0Φ0KΛĤ Σ, ‘Aυτ(ιόυη) c. 420 B.C.

This is another famous Greek tragedy.  It concerns Antigonē, daughter of Oedipus, who stubbornly defies King Creon because he has refused proper burial to her brother, Polynices.  There is excellent suspense and characterization.  The play is often given in modern presentations;  it was done at El Camino a few years ago.

KPEΩN

	Creon:  (Line 401)

άγεις δέ τήυδε τώ τρóπω πóθευ λαβώυ.

Explain the Circumstances of the arrest.

Guard:

She was burying the man.  This is all.

Creon:

Is this the truth?  Do you grasp its meaning?

Guard:

I saw her burying the very corpse you had forbidden.  Do I speak clearly?


	Creon:

How was she caught in the act?...

Creon:

You, there, whose head is drooping to the ground,

Do you admit to this, or do you deny it?

Antigone:

Yes, I did it.  I don’t deny it.

Creon:

Tell me not at length but in a word.


You knew the order not to do this thing?


6. EURÍPIDĒS, Medēa c. 420 B.C.

Medea has stooped to murder to win Jason (of the Golden Fleece myth) for her husband, but later he abandons her to take a new wife.  Medea conceives an awful revenge---she will slay their two sons.  Will a mother be able to carry out such a fiendish and unnatural act?  Medea is a part coveted by actresses as Hamlet is by actors.

The three most famous Greek tragedians were Aeschylus (pron. Ésk-i-lus), Sophocles, and Euripidē.  Aeschylus, the earliest, made more use of the Greek chorus, a chorus of women (little used in modern drama), than Euripides, the latest of the three.  The chorus spoke in unison between speeches by the principals, expressing public opinion – outrage, sympathy, alarm, cries of woe, etc.

It is often said that Greek classical drama had to follow the “three unities”---unity of place (one locale only), unity of time (entire play within 24 hours), and unity of action (play concerned with just one subject or action).  Although Aristotle did state that unity of action was necessary for a good play, unity of time and place were not fixed rules but were often observed by the great Greek dramatists.  The rules about unities were made up by Renaissance writers who sough to pattern their plays after Greek models.

Medea:  (line 784)

For I will send the children with gifts in their hands

To carry to the bride, so that I won’t be banished ---

A finely woven dress and golden diadem.

And when she takes them and wears them upon her skin

She, and all who touch her, will die in agony.

Such poison will I lay upon the gifts I send…

I weep to think of what a deed I have to do

Next after that;  for I will kill my own children.  (Translation, rex Warner)

7. ARISTŎPHANĒS, Lysistrata or The Clouds (411 B.C.) (423 B.C.)

Aristophanes was the most famous of the Athenian writers of comedy.  Lysistrata is rather low comedy about a group of women who go on strike, refusing their favors to the men until their demands for concluding the Peloponnesian War are met.  A different type of comedy is The Clouds, in which the Sophists, teachers of a new school of philosophy, were held up to ridicule, and Socrates in particular, represented as their leader, was attacked.  Actually Socrates was opposed to the Sophists, and had little in common with them, except his method of dialectic (see #8), but because of his fame and his rather bizarre physical appearance, he made a good comic character.  The Sophists were best known for tricky verbal arguments in which something bad could be made to appear good by twisted logic --- hence the term sophistry, illusory or misleading argument, designed usually to confuse or deceive the listener into a wrong conclusion.  In the play, Strepsiades, a wealthy country gentleman, has been put deeply in debt by the extravagances of his son, and he decides to enroll in the Phrontisterion (thinking-shop) of Socrates to learn tricks to outwit his creditors.  His son, however, proves more adept at the new learning than his father.

Aristophanes wrote several other well-known comedies:  The Birds, in which some dissatisfied Athenians build a new city called Cloud-cuckoo-land in the kingdom of the birds, a satire on various Utopias that had been proposed; and The Frogs, in which a lover of drama, dissatisfied with current plays, goes down to Hades to bring back a writer of the older and worthier school.  The scatterbrained major-general in Gilbert and Sullivan’s operetta, The Pirates of Penzance, claims, as two of his accomplishment, “I can tell undoubted Raphaels from Gerard Dows and Zoffanies / I know the croaking chorus from the Frogs of Aristophanes/…  His ability to distinguish established paintings by Raphael from those of two minor painters was an uneeded skill, and the latter accomplishment didn’t amount to very much, since the chorus consists of just repetitions of breke-ke-kex ko-ax ko-ax, (after which, incidentally, a Caltech football cheer was patterned:  “ex dx dx.”

Strepsiades:
I have found a very clever way to annul any judgment against me; you will 



have to admit it.

Socrates:




Strepsiades:
Have you ever seen the beautiful, transparent stones at the druggist’s shop with 



which you can kindle fire?

Socrates:

You mean a crystal lens or burning glass…
Strepsiades:
If I place myself with this stone in the sun a long way from the clerk, while he 



is writing out the judgment, I can soften the wax tablet so that all the words 



will melt together.
Socrates:

By the Graces!  That’s well though out.  (The Clouds)
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8. PLĀTO, Dialogues, and The Republic (Selections) (380 B.C.)

Socrates (470-399 B.C.), the most famous Athenian teacher and philosopher, established standards of ethical and moral conduct by dialectics – arguments in which he tried to elicit the truth from his adversaries by carefully chosen questions.  His methods and radical views made enemies, and, in 399 B.C., he was accused, unjustly, of corrupting the youth of Athens by false teachings and was forced to take his life by hemlock.

Socrates wrote nothing that has survived, but we know him through the writings of his pupils, especially Plato (427-347 B.C.).  Plato develops his (or perhaps Socrates’) philosophy in dialogues in which Socrates is represented as one of the principal speakers.  Plato’s philosophy serves as the foundation of almost all later philosophy.

You will be disappointed if you read Plato expecting to find concise or clear-cut answers to questions of justice, the Good, etc., because he prefers to examine questions from a number of viewpoints and to stimulate thought, but often he arrives at no definite answers.  But his writing exemplifies well that greatest of all Greek gifts to the civilization of man --- the belief in reason as a way to solve problems.

(a) Apology – Socrates’s moving defense at his trail.

(b) Crito – The dialogue of Crito and Socrates in Socrates’s prison cell --- about what makes a good
                   life, and the law.

(c) Phaedo (Sec. 57-85, and 116 to end) – On the soul and on the death of Socrates.

(d) The Republic – Excerpts


Book I – Sec. 327-354.
Various speakers give their definitions of justice.

Book II – Sec. 357-372.
These views are discussed.  Sec. 372-392.  The army and the educational system in the ideal republic.

Book III – Sec. 392-403.
Arts, literature, censorship in the ideal republic.  Sec. 412-421.  how rulers are to be selected.

Books IV and VI – Sec. 471-502.  On philosopher-kings, and the role of the philoso-

Books VI, 502-509.  The Idea of the Good. Book VII, 514-520.  The Cave.

Book VIII, 550-562, 572-588.  Private property in a society.  Democracy.  Democracy falling into despotism.  The just life.  Difference between pure and illusory pleasure.  (Section numbers given here are the reference numbers given in the margin in most, not all, editions of Plato; they are actually page numbers in some earlier, standard edition.  Division of Greek and Roman classics into books, chapters, sections was usually done by later editors, not by the authors.)



Crito, Section 49 (Translation by H.N. Fowler, Loeb Classical Library)

Socrates:
Ought we in no way to do wrong intentionally?...Is not wrongdoing inevitably an evil and a disgrace to the wrongdoer?  Do we believe this or not?

Crito:

We do.
Socrates:
Then we ought not to do wrong at all.

Crito:

Why, no.

Socrates:
And we ought not even requite wrong with wrong, as the world thinks acceptable, since we must do no wrong at all.

Crito:

Apparently not.
Socrates:
…Be careful, Crito, that in agreeing to this you do not assent to something you do not believe, for I know there are few who believe this or ever will believe it…

Now the next thing I say, or rather ask, is this, “Ought a man to do what has agreed to do, provided it is right, or may he (under some circumstances) violate his agreements?
9. ARISTOTLE, 
Selections 
ca. 340 B.C

Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) attempted to classify and systematize all knowledge, and contributed to many fields.  He set up rules for formal logic and invented the syllogism.  Like Plato, he has had an immense influence on all subsequent philosophy.  Aristotle is not very easy reading, and much of the material in his earlier books (Organon, Prior Analytics, etc.) on definitions and categories is probably best left to specialists.  His section on Physics was influential in the Middle Ages, but is almost meaningless for modern readers because he makes no use of exact terms like mass, acceleration, etc.  He tries to arrive by reason at answers to questions like:  Does place exist?  Is place matter or form?  Does nature act for an end?  Aristotle drew his conclusions by reasoning based upon hypotheses, not experiment.  He appears to have understood, in principle, the basic scientific concept of hypothesizing theories and verifying them by direct experiment, because he states the usefulness of this method, but he made no use of it in his own study of physics, and many of his conclusions are wrong (e.g., his well known error that heavier bodies accelerate faster by gravity).

In his book Metaphysics, Aristotle originated the most basic branch of philosophy, the science of being or existing and related questions.  (The term”metaphysics” was made up by a later editor of Aristotle’s works who placed this book “after Physics” – meta physica.)  Aristotle served as tutor to Alexander (later, the Great) for 7 years, and established the Lyceum, the world’s second university, in Athens in 335 B.C.

Much of Aristotle’s work was taken over by the Christian philosophers of the Middle Ages (e.g., St. Thomas Aquinas, 1225-1274), and reworked into Christian philosophy and doctrine, which survive as basic doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church today.

(a) Politics, 
Book I – Chap. 12,13

These treat of questions of the virtuous life.



Book II – Chap. 1 – 6

censorship, uniform public education, liberal



Book VII – Chap. 12, 16, 17
vs. necessary learning, etc.

Book VIII – Chap. 1 – 4
(Books and chapters are very short in Aristotle --- e.g., a book may be 10 or 20 pages and a chapter 2 or 3 pages.)

(b) Nicomachean Ethics,



Book I – Chap. 1 – 12

What the good life consists of, what happiness is.



Book II – Chap. 1-9

Book X – Chap. 6,7
(The title is pronounced nĭ-kŏm-ǎ-kē-an, from Aristotle’s son, Nikomachos, who is assumed to have published this book.)

Now we call that which is worthy of pursuit in itself a more final end than that which is worthy of pursuit for something else (and, therefore, if there be only one final end, this will be what we are seeking).  That which is never pursed for the sake of something else is a more final end than those things which are pursued both for themselves and for the sake of some other thing.

Now happiness, above all else, is held to be such a final end, for this we choose always for itself and never for the sake of something else.  But honor, pleasure, reason, and every other virtue we may choose indeed for themselves (for if nothing else resulted from them, we would still choose them), but we choose them also for the sake of happiness, judging that they will make us happy…Happiness then is something final and self-sufficient, and is the end of action.

But to say that happiness is the chief good seems a platitude.  A clearer account might, perhaps, be given, if we could first ascertain the function or purpose of man…








Nicomachean Ethics, Book I, Chapter 7

10. HERŎDOTUS
(485-425 B.C.)
The Persian Wars
(Selections)

Herodotus of Halicarnassus is called the first great prose writer and the father of history, as well as the “Marco Polo of Antiquity,” since he traveled for more than 15 years over much of the then known world.  His History of the Persian Wars is primarily concerned with wars between the Persians, under Cyrus, Xerxes, etc., and the Greek city-states, from the founding of the Persian Empire by Cyrus (550 B.C.) up to 478 B.C., as far as Herodotus got in his account.  (The war was still going on in 478.)  But the book includes also a rather universal history and a cultural survey of the world known to the Greeks.  The book’s charm lies in the happy conversational style of Herodotus, in which the narration of the events of the war is constantly interrupted by digressions on geography, customs, irrelevant stories and folk-tales, marvels and oddities of the time or place, and human-interest stories.  Since Herodotus did not know how to verify the accuracy of his sources, as a more modern historian would, we can not be sure that his incidental stories are historical fact.

Some interesting parts:

Book VII – Sec. 33 (p. 511 in the Modern Library edition).  Xerxes lashes the waters of 
          the Hellespont for daring to break down his bridge.

Book VI – Sec. 110 – The Battle of Marathon (490 B.C.)  (Greek victory)

Book VII – Sec. 211 – The battle of Thermophylae (480 B.C.)  (Persian victory)

Book VIII – Sec. 40 – The Battle of Salamis (480 B.C.)  (Greek victory).

These battles have been called crucial in Western civilization.  Had Persia conquered Greece, had the flowering of Greek culture not occurred, who knows what…?

Book VI, Sec. 104 – Story of philippides, the Athenian messenger to Sparta.  (In Browning’s 
          

          well-known poem, he is called Phidippides.)

Book I – Sec. 189 – Cyrus splits the Gyndes to conquer Babylon.

Book I – Sec. 30 – Rich King Croesus asks wise Solon who is the happiest man (not historically            
                               accurate, since chronologically impossible.)

Book I – Sec. 53 – Croesus gets one of those typically ambiguous responses when he asks an 
                               oracle if he should attack Persia.

Book III – Sec. 85 – How Darius was chosen king by the neighing of a horse.

Book III-32, V-25 – Demented Cambyses commits outrages in Egypt.

Book II – Sec. 125 – How the Egyptian pyramids were built.

     I couldn’t possibly list all of interest in this book.  Just keep browsing.

Then Artabanus, King Xerxes’ uncle (the same who formerly spoke his mind so freely to the king and advised him not to lead his army into Greece), went to Xerxes, who was seated on a throne of white marble on a hill where he could watch all of his land forces and all his ships in one view.  And as he looked over the Hellespont covered with the vessels of his fleet, and all the shore and every plain about Abydos full of men, Xerxes congratulated himself on his good fortune;  but after a little while, he wept.  And Artabanus said to him, “How different, Sire, is what you are doing now from what you did a little while ago!  Then you congratulated yourself, and now you weep.”  “There came upon me, “Xerxes replied, “a sudden pity, when I thought of the brevity of man’s life, and considered that of all this host, so numerous as it is, not one will be alive when a hundred years have gone by.”
Book VII, Sec. 44-46

10A. THUCYDIDES (pron. Thoo-sǐd’-i-dēz)
(460-400 B.C.)
Peloponnesian Wars (Selections)

Thucydides, the world’s second historian, is much more scientific and historically accurate than Herodotus, but less fun to read.  His writings cover the Peloponnesian Wars between Athens and Sparta (431-411 B.C.).

The defeat of Athens in 404 B.C. marked the beginning of the decline of her power and culture, the most brilliant of historic times, and the most influential in shaping the thinking of Europe and America.  Athens was later incorporated into Alexander’s empire, which lasted until 330 B.C., and was later conquered by the Romans around 180 B.C. and incorporated into the Roman empire, which lasted until the Fall of Rome, A.D. 476.

Book I, Chap. 1 (Importance of the War), I-6 (Debate at Sparta and declaration of war), Book II, Chap. 4 (famous Funeral Oration of the Athenian leader, Pericles), V-2 (the peace conditions), V-7 (Debate of the Melians and the Athenians), VI-2 (Debate of Alcibiades and Nicias on attacking Sicily).


Council of Melians:  How could it be as good for us to be the slaves as for you to be the masters?
Council of Athenians:  You, by giving in, would save yourselves from disaster.  We, by not    
                                     destroying you, would be able to profit from you.

Melians:  And so you would not agree to our being neutral, friends instead of enemies, but allies   

                of neither side?

Athenians:  No, because it is not so much your hostility that injures us as your friendship.  Our subject states would regard your friendship as a sign of our weakness, and your hatred as evidence of our power.
(V-7)

11. CICERO
(106-43 B.C.)

Selections from Essays and Speeches

Cicero, Rome’s most famous orator, is said to have been a master of all the tricks of public speaking --- pathos, bombast, invective (beyond what would be acceptable now), tears (pleading that his client was going to be sentenced to death, although criminals almost always escaped capital punishment in Rome by going into exile), stylistic tricks such as certain rhythms of long and short vowels, to which Roman ears were sensitive.  Cicero’s essays are prized for their richness and purity of Latin prose style.  As with his speeches, Cicero used certain long-short vowel patterns in his prose to increase its dramatic effect.  The effect is lost in translation into English.  Four of his best-known works are:

(a) The Oration against Cataline
(b) Essay:  On Old Age


(c) Philippic against Antony (after the slaying of Julius Caesar).



(d) Essay:  On Duty (part 1)


Beginning of the Oration against Cataline (In Catalinam, I)

How long, Cataline, will you continue to abuse our patience?  How long will you continue your effort to deceive us?  To what lengths will your unmitigated insolence carry you? …Oh, the depravity of these times!  The Senate is informed of his conduct, the consul has his eyes upon it, yet the man lives!  Lives – why, he even walks into the Senate...And we, brave heroes, fancy that we are fulfilling our duty if we merely save ourselves from his furious clutches!  Long ago, Cataline, you should have been taken to execution by the consul’s order…For what pleasure can it be to you, Cataline, to remain in the city…Everyone fears and hates you.  Is not your private life polluted with every conceivable stain?...First Oration against the Conspiracy of Cataline.
If you happen to have a book of several Roman authors, you may find, in addition to Cicero’s essays, the eyewitness account of the eruption of Vesuvius (A.D. 79) that buried Pompeii and Herculaneum by Pliny the Younger.

12. VERGIL (or VIRGIL)
The Aeneid (ca. 30 B.C.)
Selections

Octavius Caesar, the successor to Julius Caesar (d. 44 B.C.), commissioned Vergil, the leading Roman poet of the period, to write a long epic poem to extol the glories of Rome.  The result was the Aeneid, in which Vergil attributes the founding of Rome to Aeneas (pron. ē-nē’-as), a Trojan hero of the Iliad, who, Vergil assumed, came to Italy after the Trojan War.

Most people think that the Aeneid lacks the sparkle and humanity of Homer’s epics, after which it was patterned --- the Romans tended to be more practical, less interested in the arts and philosophy, than the Greeks, from whom they borrowed much of their culture --- still, the Aeneid contains many stately lines of poetry, and has influenced the literature of the West more than any other work except the Bible.  One can hardly look into any serious book written in Europe or America up to 1800 withou finding references to, or quotations from, the Aeneid (excluding, of course, scientific works like Newton’s Principia, in which I have never noticed such a reference).  As with Homer’s epics, you will probably find it easier to read a prose translation rather than verse translation.


Book I – Juno plots disaster to keep Aeneas’s ships from reaching Italy.  They land at Carthage,  
                           where Queen Dido becomes enamored of Aeneas.


Book II – Aeneas tells Dido about the end of the Trojan War, including the details of the Trojan-
                             horse scheme, mentioned only incidentally in Homer.


Book IV – Dido begs Aeneas to remain, and then turns nasty when he says duty impels him to  

                              leave.  She curses him, promising revenge (in the form, we discover later, of the  
                              Carthaginian Wars).

Book VIII – (last part) – Venus, Aeneas’s mother, persuades Vulcan to make armor for Aeneas 
                     so that he may better survive his forthcoming battles with the races of native Latins  
                     in Italy.  A detailed description of the shield permits Vergil to picture all the glories 
                     of Rome inscribed on the shield, from the founding by Romulus and Remus up to 
                     Augustus.

Laocoön in hot haste ran down from the citadel’s height, and cried from afar, “Oh, wretched citizens of Troy, what wild frenzy is this?  Do ye believe the foe has sailed away?  Or think ye any gifts of the Greeks are free from treachery?  Is it thus ye know Ulysses?  …Trust not the horse, ye Trojans.  Whatever it be, I fear the Greeks, even when bearing gifts.  So saying, he hurled his great spear at the beast’s side and the arched frame of the belly with mighty force.








Book II, from line 40 (Fairclough translation).

13. SUETONIUS,
Life of Nero, and other passages in his historical writings.
(A.D. 120)

Suetonius and Tacitus are the two famous Roman historians of the long line of Roman emperors that started with Augustus Caesar (27 BC-AD 14), then Tiberious (14-37), Caligula (37-41), Claudius (41-54), Nero (54-68), and many more.  Tacitus is considered more scholarly;  both cover much the same material on personalities.  Suetonius is full of interesting (sometimes repulsive) anecdotes about this period of bizarre and cruel excesses, --- such as Nero’s bungled attempts to kill his own mother while making it appear to be an accidental death.

While Nero was singing no one was allowed to leave the theater even for the most urgent reasons.  And so it is said that some women gave birth to children there, while many who were exhausted with listening and applauding furtively leaped from the wall, since the entrance gates were closed.  Some even feigned death and were carried out, as if for burial.


Lives of the Caesars, Book VI, Section 23

[image: image11.png]


14. PLUTARCH
(pron. Ploo’-tark)
-
Parallel Lives - Selections
(A.D. 100)

Plutarch is the best known of the late Greek biographers;  he lived around A.D. 100, but wrote about famous Greeks and Romans who antedated him by one or more centuries (Alexander died in 323 B.C., Julius Caesar in  44 B.C.).  Although his biographies are therefore not to be relied upon as completely factual, they are the sources of most of the well known stories told about the ancients.  The biographies were usually written in pairs, each about 40 or 50 pages long, and the reader was intended to observe the parallelism of the lives of each pair --- such as Alexander and Caesar, the two leading generals of classical times.  Emerson once remarked that if the world’s libraries were burning, he would try to rescue Plutarch’s works as soon as Shakespeare’s or Plato’s, or immediately afterwards.

(a) Life of Alexander
(b) Life of Julius Caesar (If you compare this with 
                  Shakespeare’s play, you will see how                
                  closely Shakespeare followed Plutarch.)

(c) Life of Lycurgus
(d) Life of Marcellus (a small part of this gives a 
                                            sketch of Archimedes)

Not satisfied with this much (dividing and socializing the land in Sparta), Lycurgus desired to make a division also of the people’s goods, so that there might be no odious distinction or inequality left among them, but, finding that it would be dangerous to go about this plan openly, he took another course to defeat their avarice by the following stratagem:  he commanded that all gold and silver coin should be called in, and that only a sort of money made of iron should be current, a great weight and quantity of which was worth very little, so that, to lay up a worth of 20 or 30£ ($100 or $150), there was required a pretty large closet, and to remove it, nothing less than a yoke of oxen.  With this money, several vices were at once banished from Lacedemonia (and Sparta, its capital), for who would rob another of such coin?  Who would take by force or accept as a bribe such money as was not easy to hide nor a credit to have?  Nor, indeed, was it any use to cut in pieces, for they quenched it in vinegar when it was just red hot and thus spoilt it so that it was almost incapable of being worked.


From the Life of Lycurgus of Sparta
(translation by Arthur Hugh Clough)

15. HORACE
- Odes

(Selections)

(ca. 30 B.C.)

Horace is the favorite light Roman poet.  His odes and satires have found favor with readers over many centuries, but they are famous mostly for their form and style, which, of course, are largely lost in translation from Latin to English.  They are written on many topics:  invitations, farewells, pleasures of love and wine, patriotism, and ethical and moral subjects.

Odes:  I-5, I-11, I-22, I-24, I-31, I-38, III-2 (which contains the well-known and controversial  
                quotation, “Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori,” (It is sweet and proper to die for one’s  
                country.), IV-10, 11, IV-12 (considered by the English poet, A.E. Housman to be the most 
                beautiful poem of antiquity).

I have a jar full of Alban wine over nine years old

And in my garden, Phyllis, is parsley for weaving garlands

And a goodly store of ivy, which, binding back they hair,

Will set off thy beauty.  The house gleams with silver vessels…

Come now, of all my loves the last,

For after this I shall glow with passion for no other woman,

Learn a few verses to render with thy lovely voice.

We shall make our burdens wane by the help of song.

First and last verses (seven omitted) of IV-11, A Birthday.

16. PETRONIUS, The Satyricon (ca. A.D. 60)
Trimalchio’s Banquet (Sec. 24-78)

Only a fragment (200 pages or so) of this long work has survived, including a well-known description of a banquet given by one of the newly rich men of the time of Nero.  The scene is one of disgusting luxury and decadence, and suggests one of the reasons for the decline of the Roman Empire.  The story is told by a young man named Encolpius, who, with his friend and servant, Gito, has been invited to the banquet.  (If there are any modern editions of this story, they may give the complete translation; older editions (like mine) felt that readers would be offended by some parts and omitted these parts or left them in Latin.)  Such banquets often lasted several hours a day for several days.

After the second course (a tray of delicacies arranged like a zodiac) had been removed, attendants appeared and laid coverings on the front of the couches.  The coverings were embroidered with scenes showing nets and spears and all the trappings of the chase.  We were still wondering what new mystery to expect when outside the hall a loud din arose, and, behold, Spartan dogs began leaping around the tables and couches.  Behind them appeared a charger on which lay a wild boar of the very largest proportions with a cap on its head.  From its tusks hung two baskets of palm leaves, one full of Syrian and the other full of Theban dates.  Round the boar were small pastry pigs, as though sucking.  These were mementoes for the guests to take away.  The duty of carving the boar went to a huge fellow with a long beard wearing leggings and a hunting cape.  He struck a shrewd blow with a stout hunting knife on the boar’s flank, whereupon a covey of thrushes flew out --- only to be caught on the spot by fowlers standing ready with reeds smeared with lime…
from Chapter XL (transla. J.M. Mitchell)

17. ST. AUGUSTINE

(354- 430)
The Confessions
(Selctions)

Augustine’s first 30 years were marked by confusion, lust, and indecision.  In the year 386, he became converted to the Roman Catholic faith as a result of a curious incident described in the Confessions.  He later became a bishop and wrote extensively on Roman Catholic doctrine, but his best known work is the Confessions, which has been translated into more languages than any other Latin work except Virgil’s Aeneid.  (This Augustine is not to be confused with a later St. Augustine who worked at Christianizing the Britons around A.D. 500.)

Books 1 – 9 (something like 30-40 pages each) are autobiographical, and 10-13 contain speculations on memory, time, matter, eternity, et al.

No two editions of Augustine seem to have the same divisions into chapter and section (within each book), and so it is not possible to give references to interesting sections here.  In my edition, each book is divided into short (1 or 2 pages) chapters, each with its own heading, so that one can look through and find topics that sound interesting.

I lay open before my God the twenty-ninth year of my life.  There came in those days to Carthage a certain Bishop of the Manichees, Faustus by name:  a great snare of the Devil was he, and many were entangled in that engine of his smooth language…Report had that he was a most knowing man in all points of honest learning and exquisitely skilled in the liberal sciences…Tell me, O Lord God of Truth, is a man who is skilful in these philosophical things thereby acceptable unto thee?  Surely most unhappy is a man who knows all these things and is ignorant of thee.  But happy is a man that knows thee, though ignorant of philosophy…For he is happier who knows how to possess a tree, and return thanks to thee for its fruit, even though he knows not how to measure it and number all of its boughs…And it is folly to doubt that a faithful man, by cleaving unto thee, to whom all things serve, is in better estate than he who can quarter out the heavens and number the stars and weigh the elements but is negligent of thee who hast made all things in number, weight, and measure.










From Book V

18. THE ARABIAN NIGHTS (or The Thousand-and-One Nights)
(A.D. 1000?)
Selections

(a) Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves



(c) Aladdin

(b) The Seven Voyages of Sinbad



(d) Some of the short stories

Some of these stories, in abridged versions, are almost always familiar to children, but the complete stories are considerably more interesting and amusing.  The most famous translation is by R.F. Burton, a Victorian authority on Arabic customs and language (and an explorer, around 1850, who sought but didn’t find the source of the Nile, a puzzle later to engage the efforts of many explorers, including Stanley and Livingstone).  Burton’s translation is said to preserve best the spirit of the original Arabic.  The origin of these stories is uncertain; they developed between 800 and 1300, during the period when Moslem power in the Mediterranean was at its peak and when Spain was under Moorish control, and were probably put together around 1450 in Cairo.

Presently my hatchet rang upon a copper ring; so I cleared away the soil and behold, the ring was attached to a wooden trap-door.  This I raised and there appeared beneath it a staircase.  I descended the steps to the bottom and came to a door, which I opened, finding myself in a noble hall strong of structure and beautifully built, where was a damsel like a pearl of great price, whose beauty banished from my heart all grief and cark and care, and whose soft speech healed the soul in despair and captivated the wise and ware.  …When I looked at her, I prostrated myself before Him who had created her, for the beauty and loveliness He had shaped in her, and she looked at me and said, “Art thou man or Jinni?”  “I am a man,” I answered, and she, “Now who brought thee to this place where I have abided five-and twenty years without ever yet seeing man in it?”







The Second Kalandar’s Tale (R.F. Burton transla.)

19. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS

(1225-1274)
Selections from SUMMA THEOLOGICA and    
                                                                                                       SUMMA CONTRA GENTILES

Summa Theologica:  Part I:  Ques. 1, Art. 1; Ques.1, Art.8; Q2, A3; Q5, A3; 6-2, 7-1, 7-3, 14-2, 14-14, 
             16-1, 17-2, 17-3, 19-6, 19-7, 19-9, 46-1, 46-3, 49-2, 75-1.

Summa contra Gentiles:  Book III, Chap. 3, 16, 17, 37, 38

Little Western literature of significance or interest appeared during the Middle Ages, after the Fall of Rome (A.D. 476) until about 1100, when some of the tales of chivalry and a few Roman-Catholic religious-philosophical works began to appear.  The writings of Thomas Aquinas are a landmark in theology, and form the basis of much of the doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church.  In the Summa Theologica, his greatest work, he tries to synthesize classical Greek philosophy (especially Aristotle’s) with the Bible and the Christian teachings of the R.C. Church.  In contrast with many philosophical writings, the Summa Theologica is relatively easy to read, at least superficially.  Aquinas proposes some question, then states arguments on both sides, then states the opinion that he has come to (“I answer that…”), then refutes the arguments opposed to his opinion.  The scheme is as systematic as a proof in Euclid, but not so free from errors in reasoning.  Typical of his questions are:  Whether God exists, Whether truth resides only in the intellect, Whether God causes evil.  The term “The Philosopher” that occurs so often in Aquinas’s writings means Aristotle.  These make for good philosophical discussions, but they’re not great for reading.


5-3. Whether Every Being Is Good ---


Objection 1.  It seems that not every being is good.  For goodness is something added to 
                                 being…Therefore goodness limits being.  Therefore not every being is good


Objection 2.  Further, no evil is good. (Woe to you that call evil good and good evil.- Isa.v,20)  
                                 But some things are evil.  Therefore not every being is good…


Objection 4.  Further, the Philosopher observes that in mathematics goodness does not exist.  
                                 But things mathematical are entities, and therefore all entities are not good.


ON THE CONTRARY, Every being that is not God is God’s created entity or being.  Now, Every 
                                 creature of God is good.  (I Tim. iv, 4).  Therefore, every being is good.


I ANSWER THAT – Every being, as being, is good.  For all being, as being, has actuality and is 
                                 in some way perfect, since every act is some sort of perfection.

Reply to Objection1. Substance, quantity, quality and everything included in them limit being by applying it to some essence or nature…

19A. MARCO POLO

The Travels of Marco Polo
1298

Young Marco accompanied his father and uncle, merchants of Venice, on their second trip to the then unknown reaches of Tibet, Mongolia, Cathay (China), Siam, and India.  In 1275 they reached the court of Kublai Khan, the successor of Genghis Khan; Kublai Khan (then aged 59) was the Mongol ruler of almost all of eastern Asia, the most populous empire ever ruled by one man.  Marco stayed 19 years and became a trusted friend and envoy of Kublai Khan.  Shortly after he returned to Venice he was taken prisoner in a Genoese attack; while in prison he dictated his travels to a scribe from the notes he kept at Kublai Khan’s court.  He recorded many curious customs, inventions, ways of politics and war, and court proceedings that seemed nearly incredible to 13th-century Venetians.  On his death bed, friends urged him, for the peace of his soul, to retract some of his storied, which they thought he had made up, but his reply was, “They are not a half of what I saw.”  Later travelers proved that he was accurate in most of his geography and observations of the people, although he painted a rather biased and too humane picture of Kublai Khan.  His writing is humorless and factual, and the book should, I think, be regarded as something for browsing in, not reading in its entirety.

The inhabitants of this district follow the practice, which we would consider shameful and odious, of permitting travelers through the country to have relations with their wives, daughters, or sisters.  When strangers arrive, each householder endeavors to conduct one of them home with him.  Here he gives all the females of the family to him (provided the act be voluntary on the woman’s part), and leaves him master of the house, taking his departure… This they do to do honour to their idols, believing that such acts of kindness to travelers will bring a blessing upon them, and they will be rewarded with a plentiful supply of the fruits of the earth.











Book II, Chap. 47

20. BOCCACCIO
(pron. Bō-kah’-chiō)

The Decameron
(Selections)
1350

This book has been called one of the 4 or 5 most influential books in the history of Western literature.  It was the first major prose work in Italian.  The 100 tales are clever, cynical, amusing, and salacious.  Those listed below are some of the best known.  The title (from the Greek, meaning “Ten Days”) refers to the scheme of the work, in which a group of ten men and women pass their time by each telling one tale each day for ten days.  The tales, similar to those in the Arabian Nights, have mostly to do with sexual escapades and intrigues, but the setting is Roman Catholic Florence of the 14th Century (just at the beginning of the Renaissance) instead of Islamic Cairo 3 centuries earlier.  The stories involve rich and poor, high and low, good and bad, wise and stupid, and so create a microcosm of 14th Century Florentine life.

I-10, The Elderly Lover; III-1, Masetto and the Nuns; IV-5, Isabetta’s Slain Lover Speaks; V-9, The Falcon; VII-2, Lover in a Vat; X-10, Patient Griselda.

In our country side there was, and still is, a convent of nuns, renowned for their holiness, the name of which I shall not mention to avoid diminishing that renown.  And it happened that the man who looked after their beautiful garden became discontented with the small wage they paid him, and so he evened up his accounts with the steward of the convent and returned to his hometown.  Among the natives who welcomed him back was a young, handsome peasant whose name was Masetto…When their conversation was over, Masetto, who felt the strongest desire to be with these nuns, began to ponder how he should go about getting taken in by the convent, for he was fearful that being young and of comely appearance, he would be rejected for such employment.  After much debate he thought, “If I pretend to be a deaf-mute, they will certainly take me on.”








From III-1, Masetto and the Nuns

21. DANTE (ALIGHIERI)

The Divine Comedy, Part I:  The Inferno (or Hell)

1320

The Divine Comedy (called just La commedia by Dante; somebody added the “Divine” later) is an allegory of the soul’s journey after death though hell and purgatory to arrive eventually in heaven.  In Part I (Hell), the best-known part of the whole long poem, Dante has a vision:  On Good Friday in the year 1300 he is lost in a wood, and is rescued by the Roman poet, Vergil, who leads him down into the huge cone of Hell, which extends clear to the center of the earth.  There are 9 principal levels or circles in Hell, and, as he descends, he finds the souls of the ancients as well as those of recent popes, kings, and Florentine citizens, all of whom have committed crimes of various degrees of wickedness, and who are placed accordingly, the more evil at the lower levels.  At the bottom is Satan.

This book has consistently maintained its reputation as one of the most influential books ever written, and one of the greatest pieces of literature.  It will probably require a bit of determination of the part of the technical student, however, to get through some of Part I (about 200 pages).  As with all long poems, I think a good prose translation is preferable to a verse translation, because it can come closer to the original meaning and it avoids awkward efforts to reproduce the Italian meter and rhyme in English.  (The Oxford University Press paperback I have with the original on left pages and the translation by J.D. Sinclair on right pages, along with notes, seems to me a readable version; you should try reading before buying a used book, as many of the old translations are almost unreadable.)

Part I opens with 2 well-known lines:

	Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita

mi ritrovai per una selva oscura

che la diritta via era smarrita.


	In the middle of the journey of our

Life, I found myself in a dark wood

where the direct way was lost.




Canto 3 of Part I opens with the famous line inscribed over the gate of Hell (and appropriate to be written over classroom doors on final-examination day):

Lasciate ogni speranza, voi ch’entrate.  Abandon every hope, yet who enter here.

Thus I descended from the first circle down into the second, which bounds a smaller space and much more pain that causes wailing.  There stands Minos, horrible and snarling at the entrance, examining souls, judging and dispatching them…When the unlucky soul comes before him, that discerner of sins sees its proper place in Hell and encircles himself with this tail as many times as the levels he will have it sent down…I came to a place where all light was dim and there was a bellowing as of a sea in a tempest when it is beaten by conflicting winds.  The hellish storm, never resting, seizes and drives the spirits before it, smiting them and whirling them about and tormenting them… I learned that to this torment are condemned the carnal sinners who subject reason to desire…And I said, “Master, who are these spirits scourged by the black air?








From Canto V

22. CHAUCER,

Canterbury Tales
(Selections)
1390

(a) The Prologue,
(b) The Pardoner’s Tale,
(c) The Nun’s Priest’s Tale 

(d) The Tale of the Wife of Bath

The Prologue gives deftly done character sketches of the 29 pilgrims traveling from London to Canterbury.  (The practice, by devout or hopeful Roman Catholics, of making pilgrimages to Jerusalem or to Rome, or on foot or horseback to some nearer holy spot (such as Canterbury Cathedral, the site of the martyrdom of Thomas à Becket in 1170) began in early Christian times and went out, in England, after the disestablishment of the R.C. Church by Henry VIII in 1532.)  The pilgrims are identified by occupation:  a Knight, a Squire, a Yeoman, a Nun, a wife of Bath, etc.  Following the prologue come the stories that each tells to help pass their time on the journey, and a few connecting pieces to join the stories.  The stories are similar to those in the Decameron --- adventures and misadventures related usually to unexpected or illicit relations between the sexes.

Chaucer’s long poem was the first major work in the language destined to become modern literary English, and it is the oldest work in English that most modern readers can make out without special knowledge of earlier forms of the language (i.e., Middle English and Anglo-Saxon).  Chaucer’s English presents a good many difficulties because of changes in meaning and spelling since 1390, but it does not offer many grammatical difficulties, since most of the grammatical complexities of Anglo-Saxon were lost in Middle English (partly because of the effect of the French of the Norman conquerors on English after 1066), and English grammar by 1390 was quite similar to the grammar of modern English.  Reading much of Chaucer’s English, however, is rather tiresome for people other than English majors and Chaucer enthusiasts, and you will probably do better to get a modern English version, or, better, an edition with the original and a modern version on facing pages.  Chaucer’s reputation as a major English poet has remained well established over the centuries.

	No creature saugh he that bar lyf,

Save on the grene he saugh sittinge a wyf;

A fouler wight ther may no man devyse.

Agayn the knight this oldě wyf gan ryse

And sayde, “Sir knight, heer-forth ne lyth no way.

Tel me, what that ye seken, by your fey.

Paraventure it may the better be;

Thise oldě folk can muchel thing,” quod she.

“My levě mooder,” quod this knight certeyn,

“I nam but deeed, but if that I can seyn

What thing it is that wommen most desire;

Coude ye me wisse, I wolde wel quyte your hyre.”


	Literal (not poetic) rendering:

No creature saw he that bore life

Save on the green he saw sitting an old woman;

A fouler creature there may no man devise.

Before the knight, the old woman rose

And said,”Sir knight, from here forth therelies no way.

Tell me what you seek, by your faith.

Perhaps it may be for the better;

These old folk can do many things, quoth she.

“My dear mother,” quoth this certain knight,

“I am as good as dead if I cannot say, …




From Tale of the Wyf of Bath

23. THOMAS MALORY

Le Morte d’Arthur (The Death of Arthur)

1469

Malory was the first account, in English, of the legends surrounding King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table.  The book takes its title from the last story.  The original King Arthur is thought to have been one of the Celtic (or Keltic) i.e., original British kings of some part of the British Isles; he was probably converted to Christianity by Roman occupation forces, or by emissaries from Rome, perhaps around A.D. 450.  It is supposed that Arthur fought against the invasions by the Angles and Saxons around 470 (the Roman Empire collapsed in 476, leaving Britain open to invasion, and was driven back into Cornwall or Wales, as were many Celtic natives, by the Anglo-Saxon armies.  (The original Celtic languages spoken throughout the British Isles survive in modern Welsh, Irish, and Gaelic, but so complete was the Anglo-Saxon domination of England that almost no Celtic words remain in modern English, which developed from the Anglo-Saxon language with many additions from French after the Norman invasion of 1066.

The original Malory is hard reading because of changes in the language and many tedious repetitions.  A modern version that retains some of the flavor of the original English would be preferable.  (See, e.g., the Mento MQ 415 paperback version by Baines, or the recent attractive hard-cover edition by Pollard with illustrations by Rackham.  For children, incidentally, Howard Pyle’s somewhat expurgated versions of the Arthurian legends and the Robin Hood stories have become classics in themselves, but they are hard to find.  They are among the books that should be read to children because they expand the imagination and the vocabulary.)

Possible selections:
(a) The Tale of King Arthur:  1. Merlin, 2. Balin




(b) The Tale of Sir Gareth




(c) The Book of Sir Tristram:  1. Iseult, 14. Launcelot and Elaine




(d) The Tale of the Sangreal (Holy Grail):  1. Departure




(e) Launcelot and Gwynevere:  1. The Poisoned Apple, 

   2. The Maid of Astolat

So they rode till they came to a lake, the which was a fair water and broad, and in the midst of the lake Arthur was ware of an arm clothed in white samite, that held a fair sword in that hand.  Lo! said Merlin, yonder is the sword I spake of.  With that they saw a damosel going upon the lake.  What damosel is that? said Arthur.  That is the Lady of the Lake, said Merlin; and within that lake is a rock….Anon withal came the damosel to Arthur and saluted him, and he her again. Damosel, said Arthur, what sword is that, that yonder the arm holdeth above the water.  I would it were mine, for I have no sword.  Sir Arthur, king, said the damosel, that sword is mine, and if ye will give me a gift when I ask it you, ye shall have it.

Tale of King Arthur (Pollard version)

24. MACHIAVELLI, The Prince

1513
(ch pronounced like k in Italian)

Niccolò Machiavelli was a Florentine statesman and adviser to princess, and he intended this small book as practical guide to the rulers of Renaissance Florence to instruct them on how to hold onto their power and how to unify the squabbling Italian states.  He believed that in a world where men were deceitful and greedy, a powerful leader (the Prince) of the state had to keep control by suppressing all opposition, using whatever means were expedient, however oppressive and ruthless.  He was especially impressed with the Duke Cesare Borgia’s combination of audacity and diplomacy, fraud and cruelty.  Machiavelli’s name has become synonymous with evil through his heartless philosophy that good ends justify immoral means.

In taking a state, the conqueror must arrange to commit all of his cruelties at once, so as not to have them recur every day; by not making fresh changes, he can reassure the people and win them over by benefits.  Whoever acts otherwise, either through timidity or bad counsel, is always obliged to stand with knife in hand because his subjects, owing to continually fresh injuries, will not trust him.  Injuries should be done all together, so that being less tasted, they will give less offense.  Benefits should be granted little by little, so that they will be better enjoyed… And this course of action should be steady, uninfluenced by good or bad times, because if the conqueror grants benefits only when times are bad, the people will suppose that he has been forced to make the concessions, and he will derive no benefit from his concessions…  Some may wonder how Agathocles and others like him could, after years of treachery and cruelty, live secure against external enemies.  I believe this comes about from…

The Prince, chapter 8.  On Those Who Have Attained Princedom by Villainy

25.  RABELAIS ( pron. răb-lĕ )

GARGANTUA AND PANTAGRUEL
1534

Rabelais’ books capture the irreverent and boisterous spirit of the French Renaissance, mixing the satire, nonsense, passion for knowledge, linguistic ornamentation, and sexual and scatological vulgarity that were characteristic of the age.  Book I tells of the birth and education of the giant, Gargantua, and of his friend, Friar John, and of their lusty adventures.  Books II-V tell of Gargantua’s son, Pantagruel (also a giant) and of his remarkable teacher, Panurge, whose pedagogy went far beyond books and classical learning.

Some suggestions:  Author’s Prologue to Book I, I-1, I-6, 7, 16, 17, 23, 25-28, I-39, 40, 48, 51;

III-2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 18-24; III-9, 11, 12, 30, 31.

26.
BENVENUTO CELLINI, AUTOBIOGRAPHY

1540

Cellini (pron. Chĕ-lē-nē, c has sound ch before e and i in Italian) was a famous sculptor and silversmith, and a friend of some of the leading figures of Renaissance Florence.  His biography portrays a Renaissance man in whom, by modern standards, much of elegance and chivalry is combined with much of cruelty and moral depravity.  Cellini’s attitude of self-righteous infallibility is amusing and annoying.

I shall skip over some intervening circumstances and tell how Pope Clement, wishing to save the tiaras and the whole collection of the great jewels of the Apostolic Chamber, had me called, and shut himself up together with me and the Cavalierino in a room alone.  (Cellini was in Rome at this time (1527) and Rome was under attack by French forces.)…They laid before me the tiaras and jewels of the regalia, and his Holiness ordered me to take all the gems out of their gold settings.  This I accordingly did; afterwards I wrapt them up separately in bits of paper, and we sewed them into the linings of the Pope’s and the Cavaliere’s clothes.  Then they gave me all the gold, which weighed about 200 pounds, and bade me melt it down as secretly as I was able…  In my lodging, I built a draught-furnace of bricks with a largish pot at the bottom, and after I threw the gold upon the coals, it gradually sank through and flowed into the pot.  While the furnace was working, I kept watching for opportunities to annoy our enemies, for as their trenches were less than a stone’s throw right below me, I could inflict considerable damage upon them with the piles of stones from the old munition of the castle.   I chose a swivel and falconet, which were both a little damaged in the muzzle, and filled them with these projectiles…  The man I injured turned out to be the Prince of Orange, who was carried to a neighbourhood tavern, whither in a short time all the enemy army leaders came together.  When Pope Clement heard what I had done, he sent at once a call for me…


Chapter XXXVIII, Symonds translation 

27. MONTAIGNE ( pron. Mon-tĕn΄-yẽ, {first n nasal})
ESSAYS (Selections)

1588

The Frenchman, Montaigne, is the first of the great modern essayists, who include also Bacon, Lamb, Macaulay, Emerson, and Mill.  Montaigne’s essays set forth a mixture of opinions and are often inconclusive.  Essays are a form of literature usually come to later rather than earlier in life, with a stronger appeal for the mature reader.  You may find some of these difficult.  Start with some of the shorter ones, such as:

1-1 (Pity can be overdone), I-2 (So can sorrow), I-3 (Feelings reach beyond us), I-7 (Intent is the judge of our actions), I-8 (Of idleness), I-19 (Happiness is not to be judged until after death), I-30 (Moderation), I-36 (Of the custom of wearing clothes), II-8 (Of the affection of fathers for their children), II-16 (Of glory), II-36 (Of the most outstanding men), III-8 (Of the art of discussion).

We can grasp virtue in such a way that it will become vicious, if we embrace it with too sharp and violent a desire. This is a subtle consideration of philosophy.  A man may love virtue too much and perform excessively in what he considers a just action.  The Holy Writ has it:

Be not wiser than you should be, but be soberly wise.
(Romans 12:3)

I like temperate and moderate natures.  Immoderation, even in the direction of the good, if it does not offend me, astonishes me and gives me trouble to explain it.  The mother of Pausanias, who first informed and carried the first stone for her son’s death, and the dictator Posthumius, who had his son killed because his youthful ardor had driven him successfully against the enemy in advance of his rank, seem to me not so much just, as strange.  I like neither to advise nor to follow a virtue so savage and costly. 

I-30 (Of Moderation), D.M. Frame translation

The fair man should be termed unfair, and the wise unsound, if either pushes virtue beyond the proper bound.

Horace 
28. SHAKESPEARE,
The Merchant of Venice
1597

Shakespeare’s plays hardly need any identifying comments.  I am listing the ones probably most familiar to most educated people.

This comedy uses several interwoven stories taken from medieval legends; many such tales were collected in a work called Gesta Romanorum printed (in Latin) in 1472.  Presumably Shakespeare found here the tale of the three caskets (Portia’s suitor to win her hand must choose the correct one of three caskets, one of lead, one of gold, one of silver—the one containing her picture), and the story of the pound of flesh (Antonio borrows 3000 ducats from Shylock and, if he fails to pay it back within three months, must forfeit a pound of his flesh).  Of course, Shakespeare’s reputation as the best known and most widely respected English author rests upon his profound understanding of character, his power of language, and (especially in the sonnets) great poetic phrasing and imagination --- not upon the somewhat flimsy plots of many of the plays.

[image: image12.png]


29. SHAKESPEARE,
Julius Caesar

1600

The play follows closely the events described in Plutarch’s Life of Caesar, (#14 on this list).  Shakespeare’s picture of pompous, strutting Caesar infatuated with his own power and importance, at the end of his great career, suggests that Caesar has lost his earlier good judgment and sense of values that could prolong his life.  The play, for that matter, is more concerned with the tragedy of Brutus and Cassius than with Caesar, who meets his end in Act III, Scene1.

30. SHAKESPEARE,
Romeo and Juliet
1595

Shakespeare took the plot of this unhappy tragedy of young star-crossed lovers from an English version of an Italian poem written in the early 1500’s.  The story goes back a long way; the part about a young girl’s asking a doctor or priest to give her a temporary poison so that she can avoid an unwanted marriage is found in late Greek plays of the 3rd or 4th century.  Shakespeare did it better than all the others.  Even if you never get around to reading this play, you might be aware of the fact that wherefore in English means why; it does not mean where.  When Juliet asks (II, 2, 33) from her window, O, Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou Romeo?  She is asking “Why are you Romeo?”  (Instead of being someone else whom I would be permitted to marry).  (She doesn’t need to ask where he is because she is looking at him in the garden.)  You can tell whether the actors know what they’re saying by the way they accent this question; it should be with stress on Romeo, not on art.

31. SHAKESPEARE,
Sonnets

1609

You should be familiar with some of the best known ones, for example, numbers 18, 19, 30, 33, 55, 60, 64, 65, 71, 73, 106, 107, 116.

These contain some of Shakespeare’s finest poetry.  Certain ones of the sonnets (e.g., 1-17) seem to belong to a group, but it has never been established that Shakespeare intended the sonnets to be grouped in any certain way or to be dedicated to any particular person.  The last sonnets (127-154) refer often to a dark beautiful woman, but who this ”Dark Lady of the Sonnets” was is not known.

32. SHAKESPEARE,
Hamlet


1601

This is perhaps Shakespeare’s best known play, the source of endless philosophical and psychological discussion.  It is well summed up by the German scholar Schlegel, who said, “The whole play is intended to show that calculating consideration exhausts… the power of action.”  Goethe said, “Hamlet is a noble nature, without the strength of nerve that forms a hero.”  Shakespeare took the story from a legend recorded by a Danish writer of the 13th Century.

33. SHAKESPEARE,
King Lear

1605

Shakespeare’s tragedy is based on a mixture of old legends about Lear, one of the kings of the ancient Britons.  Earlier writers of legends had added the story about Lear’s decision, in old age, to divide his kingdom among his three daughters in proportion to their love for him, with the youngest (Cordelia) refusing to compete with her sisters’ lies and so losing her father’s favor.  The reunion of father and daughter is made more poignant in Shakespeare by their imminent deaths; in some of the earlier versions of the legend Cordelia overcomes the forces of her two evil sisters and restores Lear to the throne.
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34. SHAKESPEARE,
Macbeth

1606

A dark tragedy of wild ambition leading to murder and misunderstood witches’ prophecies and ghosts disrupting banquets, but all pulled together by Shakespeare into an effective drama.  Shakespeare took the story from Holinshed’s Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland (1578), which recorded earlier versions of the legends.

People who know a little more Shakespeare than just the minimum listed above #28-34) are often familiar with some of historical plays:  Henry IV (Parts 1, 2), Henry V, Henry VI (Parts 1, 2, 3), Richard II, Richard III.  They form a more or less continuous history of the Wars of the Roses (Lancaster vs. York) in England and the Hundred Years’ War with France, leading up to the coronation of Henry VII as the first Tudor king in 1485 (Queen Elizabeth’s grandfather).  The plays are rather slanted toward making the Tudor antecedents look good, in order to please the reigning Queen Elizabeth.  (She died in 1603 and Shakespeare died in 1616.)  Unless you know the history of this period fairly well, you will have a lot of trouble keeping straight all the historical figures in these plays.  You need one of the those genealogical charts showing the royal family and all of its adjuncts, and which side they were all on in the Wars of the Roses.

35. CERVANTES,
Don Quixote

1605

(Selections)

This book, the most famous work in Spanish, was intended to ridicule the tales of chivalry popular in the Renaissance, but it developed into one of the most interesting, amusing, and penetrating character studies in literature.  Don Quixote fights for lofty, impractical ideals in the face of crushing odds and his own inadequacy.  After the first few chapters, which set the scene, most of the remaining chapters, in groups of two or three, tell separated adventures, so that some can omitted by the reader with limited time without damaging too seriously the whole.  (Those who admire a particular book --- and many are the admirers of this one --- will of course deny that any of it can be omitted without damaging the unity of the whole work, but I am trying to be practical in this list for technical majors.)


Suggestions:  Part I, Chap I-X, XIX, XX
Part II:  Chap. VI, IX, X, XLII, XLV

At this point they caught sight of thirty or forty windmills which were standing there on the plain, and no sooner had Don Quixote laid eyes upon them than he turned to his squire and said, “Fortune is guiding our affairs better than we could have wished; for you see there before you, friend Sancho Panza, some thirty or more lawless giants with whom I mean to do battle.  I shall deprive them of their lives, and with the spoils from this encounter we shall begin to enrich ourselves; for this is righteous warfare, and it is a great service to God to remove so accursed a breed from the face of the earth.”

“What giants?” said Sancho Panza.

“Those that you see there,” replied his master, “those with the long arms some of which are as much as two leagues in length.”

“But look, your Grace, those are not giants but windmills…”

“It is plain to be seen,” said Don Quixote, “that you have had little experience in this matter of adventures.  If you are afraid, go off to one side and say your prayers while I am engaging them in fierce, unequal combat.”

Saying this, he gave spurs to his steed Rocinante,…



Book I, Chapter VIII, Samuel Putnam translation.

36. FRANCIS BACON,

Essays

(Selections)


1625

These essays by the most famous of the early English essayists (relatively early, that is, in modern literature --- Shakespeare’s works ended about the time of the first settlement in Virginia, and Bacon’s came just shortly after that) offer learned, witty, and sometimes profound observations upon a wide range of topics.  They have a unique style and are often quoted in later English writings.  It is better to have an edition with footnotes, because Bacon puts in a good many quotations from Latin authors and does not bother to translate them, since all educated men of his time read Latin as an international language.  You might try some of these better known essays:


VIII OF Marriage and Single Life,
X Of Love, XVI Of Atheism,



XXII Of Cunning, XLII Of Youth and Age, XVIII Of Travel,




XLVI Of Gardens, L Of Studies.

Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability.  Their chief use for delight is in private ness and retiring; for ornament, is in discourse; and for ability, is in the judgment and disposition of business; for expert men can exeute, and perhaps judge of particulars, one by one; but the general counsels, and the plots and marshalling of affairs come best from those that are learned.  To spend too much time in studies is sloth; to use them too much for ornament is affectation; to make judgment wholly by their rules is the humour of a scholar; they perfect nature and are perfected by experience: for natural abilities are like natural plants, that need pruning by study… Read not to contradict and confute, nor to believe and take for granted, nor to find talk and discourse, but to weigh and consider.  Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested…



L. Of Studies

37. RENÉ DESCARTES,
Discourse on Method (1637),
 Meditations of the First Philosophy (1641)                                                                 

So many of the philosophers develop their ideas progressively over many chapters that it becomes difficult to try to find brief excerpts that convey any clear idea of their thinking.  Nevertheless, there are many books of excerpts from the major philosophers and other books attempting to explain what the philosophers were saying in their books.  My feeling (based on no formal training in philosophy) is that I have found it more enlightening to try to read some of the philosophers’ own works, aided by footnotes or explanatory notes added by the editor, than to read other people’s summaries of what the philosophers were saying; I follow the common rule that if one can understand the primary source, then secondary sources are not needed.  Without a background in philosophy, such as might be obtained in a college course in historical philosophy, it is difficult for a casual reader to get straight all the conflicting philosophical theories advanced by the greatest philosophers: Plato, Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas, Descartes, Pascal, Spinoza, Hume, Berkeley, Locke, Hobbes, Hegel, Schopenhauer, Mill, Dewey Santayana, Russell,...  The best that a non-specialist can hope to do, maybe, is to get a firm grip on one or two of the major concepts held by each philosopher, as a basis for understanding later reading or discussion.  

Some of the college paperbacks of Readings in Philosophy (e.g., the College Outline Series, which is the one I have) give satisfactory selections, but no discussion.  Books like Bertrand Russell’s History of Western Philosophy give enlightening discussions, but no direct excerpts.  Maybe the best plan is to use both, and read the discussions after reading the originals.  The suggestions I am making come mostly from the College Outline Series Readings, but you could rely on the judgment of the editor of whatever Selections you have.

Descartes, Two Meditations (from the Meditations, 1641, written in Latin) 

I suppose, then, that all the things I see are false…I imagine that body, figure, extension, movement, and place are just the fictions of my mind.  What, then, can be esteemed as true?  Perhaps nothing at all, unless it is that there is nothing in the world that is certain.  But how can I know if there is something different from those things I have just mentioned, something of which one cannot have the slightest doubt?  Is there not some God, or some other being by whatever name we call it, who puts these reflections into my mind?  But that is not necessary, for is it not possible that I am capable of producing them myself?  I, myself, am I not at least something?  …But I was persuaded that there was nothing,…no heaven, no earth, no minds, no bodies, and was I not likewise persuaded that therefore I did not exist?  Not at all!  Of a surety, I myself did exist because I persuaded myself of something (or merely because I thought of something).  But suppose that there is a very powerful and cunning deceiver who employs his ingenuity in deceiving me…Let him deceive me as much as he will, he can never cause me to be nothing as long as I think I am something…  The proposition: I am, I exist, is necessarily true each time I pronounce it or mentally conceive it.

This is one of Descartes’ statements of his most famous concept:  Cogito, ergo sum (I think or reflect; therefore I exist.)  the concept is known as “Descartes’ cogito.”  Descartes is called the founder of modern phil.

38. BLAISE PASCAL,    Pensees (Thoughts) 


(Selections)

Pascal’s experiments with the barometer and his work in hydrostatics, conic sections, differential calculus, and probability demonstrate his scientific talent.  He was often unable to reconcile the rationalist views of the scientist with his religious faith, and his uncertainty is reflected in this book, his best known philosophical work, consisting of about 1000 mostly short thoughts about reason, God, Free will, man’s place in the universe.  It is hard to make, out of all these fragments, a consistent philosophical doctrine, but those who write about Pascal usually agree that his principal theses are:  Man is wretched without God but happy with God; man in himself is corrupt and can be redeemed only as prescribed in Holy Scripture, not by human institution, reason, or natural instinct.  Just as x, x2, and x3 cannot be added, so in the realm of human knowledge that which concerns the body (the senses), the mind (the reason), and the heart (intuitive knowledge, emotional and esthetic things) are different in order and cannot be treated in the same way.

We know the truth not only through our reason but also through our heart.  It is through the latter that we know first principles, and reason, which has nothing to do with it, tries in vain to refute them… For knowledge of first principles, like space, time, motion, number, is as solid as any derived through reason… The heart feels that there are three dimensions in space and that there is an infinite series of numbers, and reason demonstrates that there are no two square numbers of which one is double the other… It is just as absurd for reason to demand proof of first principles from the heart before agreeing to accept them, as it would be absurd for the heart to demand an intuition for all the propositions demonstrated by reason before agreeing to accept them… (Number 110 in the Penguin classic edition)

There are two kinds of mind:  one goes rapidly and deeply into the conclusions from principles, and this is the analytic mind.  The other can grasp a large number of principles and keep them distinct, and this is the scientific mind… A mind can be powerful and narrow, or broad and categorizing.  It is quite possible to have one without the other.
(Number 511)

39. SPINOZA,
Ethics (1677), On the Improvement of the Understanding (1677).  Excerpts.

Spinoza, a Dutch philosopher and lens-grinder, accepted Descartes’ materialistic physical world and tried, within that framework, to show the need for a life devoted to the Good.  He wrote his Ethics in the style of Euclid, with geometric-like proofs of his propositions from definitions and axioms and previously proved propositions.  The proofs are not very convincing in our day, and most readers of Spinoza now read only the propositions, or the few prose passages, and skip the “proofs.”  On the Improvement… is easier reading, but much of Spinoza’s writing seems now to be ambitious (in the things he tries to explain) but rather futile (in that he doesn’t make much progress with the questions).

Human infirmity in moderating and checking the emotions I call “bondage;” for, when a man is prey to his emotions, he is not his own master, but lies at the mercy of fate:  so much so, that, seeing what would be better for him, he still follows what is worse… When a man has decided to make a given thing, and has completed it, his work will be called accomplished or perfected by those who knew the intent of its author.  For example, if anyone sees a partially completed house, and knows that the author of the work intends to build a house, he will call the work imperfect or incomplete.  But if anyone sees a work like of which he has never seen before, he cannot know whether the work is perfected or imperfect unless he knows the intent or end of the artificer… But men are also accustomed to call things in Nature perfect or imperfect,… as if Nature had an end in mind and may have fallen short or blundered in leaving the thing incomplete.  But the eternal and infinite being, which we call Nature or God, acts only because it exists… it does not exist for an end or for the sake of an end; it has neither origin nor end.



Ethics. Introduction to Part IV
(condensed)

40. JOHN MILTON

Essays, Short and Long Poems
(1635 – 1655)

Milton is one of the great English poets, but today probably much more admired than read.  Most of his poems are laden with classical and mythological references, which makes them hard going for today’s uneducated readers.  His prose runs to longer, more intricate sentences than are found in modern writing, and so can not be read with an idle mind.  His most famous work is the long poem, Paradise Lost, a treatment of the Biblical story of Adam and Eve’s fall from grace and of the contest between God and Satan.  Those willing to make the effort to go through this poem will find some rich, rewarding poetic phrases and images.  Milton was a staunch supporter of Cromwell in the Puritan revolution against Charles I, and a publicist for the Puritan cause even after the loss of his sight.


(a) Short poems:
Sonnet XII – On the Same (the public detraction of Milton that followed                     
                                                                      his writing of certain treatises)  (1645)





Sonnet XV – On Lord General Halifax   (1648)





Sonnet XIX – When I Consider How My Light Is Spent   (1652)





Sonnet XXII – To Cyriack Skinner upon His (Milton’s) Blindness





Sonnet XXIII – Me thought I Saw My Late Espoused Saint (1658)





Lycidas – A lament upon the death of a close friend (1637)

(b) Prose:  Of Education (To Master Samuel Hartlib) 1644.  A defense of the classical education 
                        for those able to take it.

Areopagitica (pron. ăr-i-ä-pă-jǐť-ǐ-kǎ ).  One of the great essays on the need for freedom 
             of the press.  ( The name comes from a Greek word for the orations at the 
             Areopagus, the hill in Athens where the highest judicial court sat. )


(c) Long Poems:  Paradise Lost.  ( You could try Book I, at least. ) (Not easy )

I deny not but that it is of greatest concernment in the church and commonwealth to have a vigilant eye how books demean themselves, as well as men, and thereafter to confine, imprison, and do sharpest justice on them as malefactors.  For books are not absolutely dead things, but do contain a potency of life in them to be as active as that soul whose progeny they are…  I know they are as lively, and as vigorously productive, as those fabulous dragon’s teeth;  and being sown up and down, may chance to spring up armed men.  And yet, on the other hand, unless wariness be used, as good almost kill a man as kill a good book:  who kills a man kills a reasonable creature, God’s image; but he who destroys a good book kills reason itself, kills the image of God, as it were, in the eye… Areopagitica
41. SAMUEL PEPYS (pron. peeps ),

The Diary

1660-1668
Pepys held positions in the Admiralty of England after the Stuart king, Charles II, was restored to the throne, following the 10-year period of his exile during the Protectorate under Cromwell, after the execution of Charles I in 1648.  His diary, never intednded for publication, reveals insights into his own character and candid disclosures of his opinions about others well known in the Restoration period.  (He especially disliked Sir W. Penn, father of William Penn, founder of Pennsylvania, but he liked the son.)  The whole work is quite long, but many editions of excerpts are available.  A rather good edition to be found occasionally in second-hand book stores is the edition edited by Morshead and illustrated by Shepard, called Everybody’s Pepys.

       Some interesting entries:

May 21-25, 1660 – Pepys on board a vessel off Holland waiting to take on board the new king,  

                  Charles II, from exile.  The “my lord” referred to frequently was Sir Edward           
                  Montagu, later Earl of Sandwich, a cousin of Pepys.

April 23, 1661 – Coronation of Charles II.  June 7, July 10, 12, 1665.  About the plague in  
                   London. Sept. 2-7, 1666 – The Great Fire of London.

July 5, 1662, Dec. 29, 30, 1667 – About the Penns, father and son.

Other selections at random.  You will find it hard to stop reading after starting just about any place.

May 11, 1663.  Up betimes and by water to Woolwich, and thence on foot to Greenwich, where 
      going I was set upon by a great dogg, who got hold of my garters and might have done me 
      hurt;  but, Lord, to see in what a maze I was, that, having a sword about me, I never thought 
      of it or had the heart to make use of it, but might for want of that courage have been worried.
May 15, 1663.  Up betimes and walked to St. James’s,… where I walked in the Park, discoursing 
      with the keeper of Pell Mell, who was sweeping of it; who told me of what the earth is mixed 
      that do floor the Mall, and that over all there is cockle-shells powdered and spread to keep it 
      fast;  which however in dry weather turns to dust and deads the ball.  Home, where I found 
      my wife and her dancing-master alone above, not dancing but talking.  Now so deadly full of 
      jealousy I am that my heart and head did so cast about and fret that I could not do any 
      business…
42. MOLIÈRE,  (a) Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme ( The Middle-Class Gentleman )
1670




(b) Tartuffe
1669

The playwright Molière ( pron. mawl-yĕŕ ) (é in French is pron. ā, and è is pron. ĕ, and e ( no accent) is pronounced ẽ ( neutral sound in her ), except at the end of a syllable, where it is usually silent. ) is generally considered the Shakespeare of the French stage, although even his best plays seem to English readers to fall a bit short of Shakespeare.  In (a), Monsieur Jourdain tries to drop his shopkeeper background and assume the role of a gentleman of leisure.  In (b), the religious hypocrite, Tartuffe, is unmasked after nearly wrecking the affairs of a family.  Another famous Molière play is Le Misanthrope, in which the hero hates the world and the people in it because they are so full of faults that he is powerless to improve.


Philosophy Master:  Let us go to our lesson…What would you like to learn?
M. Jourdain:  Everything I can, because I envy people with knowledge.  And I’m angry that my 
                       father and mother didn’t make me study all the branches of knowledge when I was 
                       young.

Phil. That’s a very proper sentiment; “nam sine doctrinā, vita est quasi mortis imago.” You 
                      understand that, and you know some Latin, no doubt.

M. Jourdain:  Oh, yes. But pretend that I don’t.  Explain to me what that says.

Phil:  It means, “Without knowledge, life is almost the image of death.”

M. Jourdain:  That Latin is certainly right.

Phil.  Do you have some beginnings in the sciences?

M. Jourdain:  Well, yes. I I know how to read and write.

(The philosophy master finally discovers that what M. Jourdain wants to learn is spelling, so that he can write to a woman he admires.  Then M. Jourdain wants to learn prose, and makes the discovery that prose is what he has been speaking all his life.)

Le Bourgeois G., Act II, Scene 5.

43. JOHN LOCKE,
First and Second Treatises on Government

(1689. 1690 )





An Essay Concerning Human Understanding
(1690)  Selections.

Locke was one of the most influential English philosophers.  He was a rationalist (a believer that knowledge comes through reason, not just through the senses), and was much influenced by Newton’s writings.  Some give him credit for originating the central philosophical and political theories that have shaped most existing governments in the Western world, especially the political concepts and institutions of the U.S.  The concepts of democratic government, religious toleration, freedom of economic enterprise, and extended education, all of which strongly influenced Jefferson and the framers of the U.S. Constitution, owe much to the writings of Locke.  The American (1776) and French (1789) revolutions were the culmination of a century’s germination of his ideas.

Locke’s writings form the basis of empiricism, the doctrine that all knowledge comes from experience (and reason), with possible exception of logic and mathematics;  this is contrary to Plato and Descartes, who held that man was born with innate ideas and principles.  Locke is practical in his philosophy rather than strictly logical – when he finds that a principle leads to a ridiculous result when applied to a certain case, he just refuses to apply it in cases where the results are unbelievable.  (As he remarked somewhere in his writings, the king of Siam stopped believing what Europeans told him when they described ice.)
It should be understood, of course, that the way of the world is to give credit for great ideas and discoveries to the writer who wrote the great book or most influential treatise.  Sometimes, many of his ideas came from previous workers in the field whose ideas were ignored because nobody was ready to listen yet.  Some of Locke’s ideas came from previous writers, just as some of Newton’s Principia is based on observations of earlier physicists.

Men living together according to reason, without a common superior on earth with authority to judge between them, is properly the state of nature.  …To understand political power right and derive it from its original, we must consider what state men are naturally in, and that is a state of perfect freedom to order their actions and dispose of their possessions and persons as they think fit, within the bounds of the law of nature;  without asking leave or depending upon the will of any other man...But though this be a state of liberty, yet it is not a state of license:… man… has not liberty to destroy himself, or so much as any creature in his possession…No one ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty, or possessions…They are His (God’s) property, whose workmanship they are, made to last during His, not another’s pleasure.







Second Treatise on Government

44. DANIEL DEFOE,
Robinson Crusoe
1719

Usually regarded as the first novel in English, this classic is often read in childhood in simplified versions, but the original was not intended to be juvenile in style or subject.  Its story of a man’s survival against nature has made it enduringly popular.

About a year and a half (after he had first seen some natives in a canoe landing on his island)…I was surprised one morning, early, with seeing no less than five canoes all on shore together, on my side of the island, and the people who belonged to them all landed, and out of my sight… I clambered up to the top of the hill…here I observed, by the help of my perspective glass, that they were no less than thirty in number…While I was thus looking on them, I perceived two miserable wretches dragged from the boats, where, it seems, they were laid by, and were now brought out for slaughter.  I perceived one of them immediately fall…and two or three others were at work immediately, cutting him open for their cookery…In that very moment, the other poor wretch…inspired…with hopes of life,…ran with incredible swiftness along the sands, directly towards me…It came now very warmly upon my thoughts, and indeed irresistibly, that now was my time to get a servant, and perhaps a companion, or assistant, and that I was called plainly by Providence to save this poor creature’s life.





In the 25th year on the island (1684).
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45. JONATHAN SWIFT,
Gulliver’s Travels (1726),
A Modest Proposal

Swift is a master of English satirical prose and perhaps the most widely admired writer of the 18th Century in his use of the language.  The four voyages of Gulliver were intended primarily as satires upon the institutions and persons of the reign of Queen Anne (the last of the Stuart monarchs, 1702-1714).  Much of the satire is broad and general, and can still be enjoyed, but particular persons referred to would have to be identified in footnotes.  The stories themselves are fanciful enough to have become a childhood favorite.
Swift’s famous satirical essay, A Modest Proposal, notes that the Irish are starving in the potato famine and receiving no help from the government, and that his “modest” proposal will help in two ways to solve the problem --- feeding the starving while, at the same time, reducing the number of future eaters.  (You can deduce what the proposal was, probably, if you don’t know.)

From the First Voyage (Lilliput), Chapter 3:
The Emperor had a mind one day to entertain me with several of the country shows, wherein they exceed all nations I have known, both for dexterity and magnificence.  I was diverted by none so much as that of the rope-dancers, performed upon a slender white thread, extended about two foot, and twelve inches from the ground.  Upon which I shall desire liberty, with the reader’s patience, to enlarge a little.

This diversion is only practiced by those persons who are candidates for great employments and high favor at court…When a great office is vacant either by death or disgrace (which often happens) five or six of those candidates petition the Emperor to entertain his Majesty and the court with a dance on the rope, and whoever jumps the highest without falling, succeeds in the office.  Very often the chief ministers themselves are commanded to show their skill, and to convince the Emperor that they have not lost their faculty.  …These diversions are often attended with fatal accidents, whereof a great number are on record…
46. MONTESQUIEU
(pron. mont-ẽ-ask’yõo) õo meaning that French-German sound like oo in foot, with lips set for whistling position.  {In French, eu – In German, oe or ö}


The Spirit of Laws,
1748
(Selections)

A profound and influential book on political philosophy (some derived from Locke), regarded by the French as one of their great works.  Montesquieu considered England’s government the best existing in his time, but here idealized upon it and proposed that legislative, executive, and judicial powers should be separated.  While Montesquieu proposed many liberal concepts in government, he was at heart a conservative who believed in the monarchy (suitably restrained) and the power of the French nobility; he failed to see that the power of the people was rising and would soon throw over the power of the king and nobles.  Jefferson quotes often from Montesquieu, but was apparently suspicious of his separation doctrine in which M. placed the executive first.  The book has no noticeable plan of organization, being more a collection of observations, and so one can read in it at random, looking for interesting passages.  Occasionally we meet some shockingly unenlightened attitudes that show that even a liberal thinker of Montesquieu’s time was sometimes a victim of prevailing prejudice.  The best known part is Book XI (32 pages).

The political liberty of the subject is a tranquility of mind arising from the opinion each person has of his safety.  In order to have this liberty, it is requisite the government be so constituted that one man need not be afraid of another.  When the legislative and executive powers are united in the same person, or in the same body of magistrates, there can be no liberty; because apprehensions may arise, that the monarch or senate should enact tyrannical laws and also execute them in a tyrannical manner.  Again, there is no liberty if the judiciary power be not separated from the legislative and executive.  Were it joined with the legislative, the life and liberty of the subject would be exposed to arbitrary control, for the judge would then be the legislator.  Were it joined to the executive power, the judge might behave with violence and oppression.








Book XI, Section 6

47. HENRY FIELDING,
Tom Jones

1749

One of the first and one of the greatest English novels.  Tom is the lusty, devil-may-care hero who encounters a lot of unintentional troubles with women and with his conniving foster-brother, Blifil.  The novel is long, and modern readers, accustomed to short sentences and fast action, may find it too discursive and difficult, but it will be their loss if they put it down before they are captured by Fielding’s style and incomparable manner of storytelling.  The book is divided into 18 Books, each about 50 pages; the first chapter of each is a rather rambling, amusing, semi-philosophical discourse, only tenuously connected with the story, but containing some of Fielding at his best.  The book contains a fine assortment of memorable characters:  Squire Allworthy, Tom’s guardian; the detestable Blifil; Square and Thwackum, resident teacher and clergyman; Squire Western, Allworthy’s neighbor; Sophia Western, the most beautiful and maddening of English heroines; and Squire Western’s sister, who is constantly railing at her brother for being a country bumpkin, unacquainted with “the world,” as she is.  This novel has obviously come a long way, in both art and matter, from Robinson Crusoe and Gulliver’s Travels, in only some 20 years; its open description of lust and love brought much criticism upon the author in his day; Samuel Johnson (#55 on the list), the great 18th Century literary critic, called Fielding a “rascal” and Tom Jones a morally bankrupt book.

The tragical scene was now converted into a sudden scene of joy.  In this, our hero was certainly the principal character; for as he probably felt more ecstatic delight in having saved Sophia than she herself received from being saved, so neither were the congratulations paid to her equal to what were conferred upon Jones, especially by Squire Western himself, who, after having once or twice embraced his daughter, fell to hugging…Jones.  He called him the preserver of Sophia, and declared there was nothing, except her, or his estate, which he would not give him; but upon recollection, he afterwards excepted his fox-hounds, the Chevalier, and Miss Slouch (for so he called his favourite mare)…Western began now to inquire into the original rise of this quarrel.  To which neither Blifil nor Jones gave any answer; but Thwackum said surlily, “I believe the cause is not far off; if you beat the bushes well, you may find her… It is no slight matter for a man of my character to be thus injuriously treated, and buffeted by a boy, only because I would…bring to justice a wanton harlot; but, indeed, the principal fault lies in Mr. Allworthy and yourself; for if you put the laws into execution, as you ought to do, you will soon rid the country of these vermin.”  “I would as soon rid the country of foxes,” cried Western.









Book V, Chapter 12
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48. VOLTAIRE,

Candide (pron. can-deed’)
1759

A famous short story satirizing the belief that “everything that is good,” or that “this is the best of all possible world,” ideas put forth often by philosophers and theologians of the 18th century.  Voltaire was one of the great minds of Europe and left his mark in novels, philosophy, history, essays, and stories.  He fought superstition, oppression, and injustice under the Ancient Régime (the period of luxurious living for the nobles and royalty at the expense of the peasants during Louis XIV, XV, XVI up to the French Revolution in 1789).  His fanciful stories like Candide, Zadig, Micromegas are still widely read; his serious works have been largely replaced by more modern scholarship.  Candide, after a series of narrow escapes in Portugal and in South America, concludes that we do best by each cultivating his own garden.  French, more than English, prizes in literature the short epigrammatic sentence.

Candide had been hurt by some falling stones; he lay in the street covered with debris.  He said to Pangloss:  “Alas!  Get me some wine and oil for I am dying.  “This earthquake is not a new thing,” replied Pangloss.  “The town of Lima in America felt the same shocks last year; similar causes produce similar effects; there must certainly be a train of sulphur underground from Lima to Lisbon.”  “Nothing is more probable,” replied Candide, “but for God’s sake, a little oil and wine.”  “What do you mean, probable?” replied the philosopher; I maintain that it is proved.”  Candide lost consciousness, and Pangloss brought him a little water from a nearby fountain…”For, said Pangloss, “all this is for the best; for, if there is a volcano at Lisbon, it cannot be anywhere else; for it is impossible for things not to be where they are; for all is well.”











Chapter 5

49. JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU,
(pron.roo-so)
The Social Contract
1762

Rousseau’s “noble savage” concept held that man was inherently good, but depraved by civilization and social convection.  His writing embraced democracy, idealism, and progressive education, and exerted a considerable influence, although much of it is not original or consistent.  In The Social Contract, an essay of about 100 pages, beginning with the famous line:  Man is born free; and everywhere he is in chains!  Rousseau propounds the idea that government is a contract entered into by the governed, who surrender some of their own rights for the good of the state; the theory runs into some snags when he advocates both the rights of the individual and the infallibility of the “general will” of the society.  A much larger book is Roussearu’s Confessions, a surprising book of apparently unashamed and sometimes unflattering revelations and self-justification, a popular book in France but never so much so with English readers; and his large Emile, a complete account of the ideal education for a child and young man.

The strongest is never strong enough to be always the master, unless he transforms strength into right and obedience into respectful duty…Force is a physical coercion, and I fail to see what moral justification it can have.  To yield to force is an act of necessity, not of will…A brigand surprises me at the edge of a wood, and I must surrender my purse on compulsion, but even if I could withhold it, would I be in conscience bound to give it up, for certainly the pistol he holds makes him the stronger power?  (…Of course not)…Let us then admit that force does not create right, and that we are obliged only to obey legitimate authority…  Since no man has a natural authority over his fellow, and force dos not create right, we must conclude that conventions form the basis of all legitimate authority among men.






Chapters 3, 4
The Social Contract

50. LORD CHESTERFIELD
(Philip Stanhope)
Letters to His Son, 1739-1765 (Selection)

Lord Chesterfield was known as an accomplished diplomat, in the reigns of George I and George II (1714-1760), and a complete gentleman and lively social companion.  The letters were written to his illegitimate son (born in 1732, the same year George Washington was born, to place him in time) and their aim was to supplement the boy’s formal education by instruction in the arts of worldly wisdom, manners, and the graces befitting a gentleman.  The letters are eloquently written, although not intended for publication.  For the greater part, they offer sound advice upon subjects too lightly regarded today --- how to make oneself pleasing to others.  Some contemporaries of Chesterfield felt that the letters recommended too much complaisance, too much yielding to the ways of those around him, and that their disregard of conventional morality would be harmful rather than helpful to a young man.  It seems that the letters largely failed of their purpose, since those acquainted with the son reported him to be awkward and lacking in most of the gentlemanly attributes his father tried to inculcate.

Some selections:
Bath, Oct. 4, 1746
Bath, Oct. 12, 1748
Lond. Dec. 5, 1749




Bath, Mar. 9, 1748
Bath, Oct. 19, 1748
Lond. Dec. 19, 1749




Lond. Sep. 5, 1748
Lond. Sep. 27, 1749
Lond. Feb. 5, 1750







Lond. Apr. 19, 1749
Lond. Jan. 18, 1750

Amiable accomplishments are to be acquired by use and imitation; for we are, in truth, more than half what we are, by imitation.  The great point is to choose good models and to study them with care.  People insensibly contract, not only the air, the manners, and the vices of those with whom they commonly converse, but their virtues too, and even their way of thinking…I here subjoin a list of all those necessary, ornamental accomplishments (without which, no living man can either please or rise in the world) which hitherto I fear you want (want = are lacking in), and which only require your care and attention to possess.

To speak elegantly, whatever language you speak in, without which, nobody will hear you with pleasure, and, consequently, you will speak to very little purpose…









London, January 18, 1750

51. THOMAS PAINE,

Common Sense (1776)
The American Crisis, I
(1776)

A proper historical background of the thinking that went into the formation of the American democratic system makes it easier for us to understand problems that arise under that system.  Tom Paine was the popular philosopher of the American revolution; his writings inflamed the passions of the colonists against English tyranny.  The famous opening paragraphs of The American Crisis, Part I, were read to Washington’s soldiers before the Battle of Trenton, and the phrase, “These are the times that try men’s souls,” became the watchword of the army.  (“Try” in this sentence has its older meaning “to put to the test,” not its occasional modern meaning of “annoy,” or “try the patience of.”).  Two other well known works of Paine are Rights of Man (1792), a defense of the French Revolution and a refutation of Burke’s arguments sympathizing with the French nobility, and The Age of Reason (1794, 1796), a philosophical defense of the religious doctrine of deism, the belief of most liberals of his time, in which he exalts God as creator but decries the irrationality of the Bible (…a history of the grossest vices and a collection of the most paltry and contemptible tales…I cannot dishonor my Creator by calling it in His name) and of religious rituals and temples.  (…shoddy trappings…My own mind is my church.)

Government by kings was first introduced into the world by the Heathens, from whom the children of Israel copied the custom.  It was the most prosperous invention the Devil ever set on foot for the promotion of idolatry…As the exalting one man so greatly above the rest cannot be justified on the equal rights of nature, so neither can it be defended on the authority of scripture…In the early ages of the world, …there were no kings; the consequence of which was, there were no wars; it is the pride of kings which throws mankind into confusion.  Holland, without a king, hath enjoyed more peace for this last century than any of the monarchial governments in Europe.









Common Sense

52. THOMAS JEFFERSON,
Selections from Writings,
14776-1814

Jefferson was one of the best educated of the founding fathers, and his writings exerted a strong influence in shaping American political development and ideals.  The Declaration of Independence stands now, as in 1776, as a monument to the freedom of man, and a testimony to Jefferson’s faith in the ability of men to govern themselves.

The page references below are from the Modern Library edition of Jefferson’s writings.

(a) Autobiography (about the writing of the Decl. of Indep., etc.). pp. 1-77


(b) Biographical Sketches --- Characters of Washington (pp. 173-176)






Anecdotes of Franklin (pp. 176-180)


(c) Public Papers – A summary View of the Rights of British America (pp. 293-311)




       A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom (pp. 311-313)




       Inauguration Address, March 4, 1801 (pp. 321-325)




       Inauguration Address, March 4, 1805 (pp. 339-345)


(d) Letters – Choose at random.  Note particularly:



         To Peter Carr (8/19/1785), plans for education of his nephew (pp. 373-6)



         To Peter Carr (8/10/1787), education (pp. 429-34)



         To Peter Carr (9/7/1814), on the structure of a college (pp. 642-9)



         To Benj Rush (1/16/1811), on relations with J. Adams (pp. 607-12)



         To John Adams (10/13 - 28/1813), range of Jefferson’s interests (pp. 631-4)



         To Thos. Jefferson Randolph (11/23/1808), on manners (pp. 589-93)

53. HAMILTON, MADISON, JAY, 
Federalist Papers, 1787, 1788

These papers consist of 85 installments published in the leading newspapers of the new republic to persuade readers of the merits of the U.S. Constitutionnewly proposed to replace the Articles of Confederation.  They contain much of the conservative policy and solid economic policies of Hamilton.  The historian, Beard, calls the discussions in The Federalist Papers the finest study in any major language of the economic interpretation of politics.  Hamilton, as is well known, was somewhat opposed to Jefferson’s faith in the competence of the common man to govern himself.

Page references here are to the Washington Square paperback W503.


No. 1 (Hamilton).  Defects of Art. Of Confederation and Need for a New Constitution.(pp. 1–10)


No. 9 (Hamilton).  Union as a Safeguard against Domestic Faction (pp. 10-15)


No.14 (Madison).  Virtues of Bigness (pp. 31-37)


No.15 (Hamilton).  National Law (pp. 37-45)


No.35 (Hamilton).  Taxation:  the Role of the House of Representatives. (pp. 76-82)


No.45 (Madison).  Centralization or Decentralization? (pp. 97-103)


No.84 (Hamilton).  Is a Bill of Rights Needed?  (pp. 150-160)

These are just random suggestions.  Many others would be just as representative.

54. ADAM SMITH, Wealth of Nations (Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Na.)
1776

An outstanding and influential economic work in which the capitalistic economic system is analyzed.  The first two books discuss rent, wages, profit, labor, and capital; the third book contains historical sketches; the fourth criticizes the existing mercantile system and advocates free trade; the fifth considers expenses of the operating state.  The whole book will be of interest only to economics buffs, but selections may be chosen from any abridged version to suit the average reader.

55. JAMES BOSWELL,
Life of Samuel Johnson, 1791
(Selections)

[image: image16.png]



Samuel Johnson was the outstanding literary critic and scholar of the mid-1700’s in England, and has been called the greatest conversationalist ever faithfully recorded.  Boswell visited Dr. Johnson often during Johnson’s later years, and transcribed, often almost verbatim, Johnson’s remarks.  The book he wrote is considered the best biography ever written in English, perhaps in any language.  One feels that he knows Dr. Johnson almost as well he knows his own friends after reading Boswell, and, moreover likes and admires him in many ways, although Johnson is not a remarkably likable man --- extremely conservative (he ridiculed the new U.S.), intellectually superior, occasionally rude, often unfeeling, but still a great man and sympathetic human being.  His biting wit and repartee have become legend, and any quotation book has an extensive list of his famous written and spoken remarks, most of them taken from Boswell.

The whole biography is quite long (3 or 4 standard volumes), but many editions of excerpts are available; one of the best is a hard-cover edition by G. Bell of London, 1930, with illustrations by Shepard.  Some copies of Boswellian excerpts also contain some of Johnson’s essays or his short Candide-like novel, Rasselas.  One of his best known essays is a biography of the poet, Pope.  Johnson was considered in his own day to be a master of English prose style; today, he seems rather pompous and heavily Latinate, although his writing contains many fine turns of phrase.  It is curious that Boswell, who considered himself an amateur biographer and dilettante scholar, should have written a really great biography while his eminent subject’s works have fallen into gradual decline.

On the 30th we dined together at the Mitre.  I attempted to argue for the superior happiness of the savage life.  JOHNSON:  “Sir, there can be nothing more false.  The savages have no bodily advantages beyond those of civilized men…and as to mental uneasiness, they are not above it, but below it, like bears.  Lord Monboddo, one of your Scotch judges, talked a great deal of such nonsense.”  BOSWELL:  “But, Sir, does not Rousseau talk such nonsense?”  JOHNSON:  “True, Sir; but Rousseau knows he is talking nonsense, and laughs at the world for staring at him.”  BOSWELL:  “How so, Sir?”  JOHNSON:  “Why, Sir, a man who talks nonsense so well must know that he is talking nonsense.  But I am afraid (chuckling) Monboddo does not know that he is talking nonsense.”
56. KANT and HEGEL

KANT: Critique of Pure Reason (1781), Prolegomena (1783)






HEGEL:  The Philosophy of History (1832)

I am listing these two famous and influential philosophers for that reason.  It is very difficult for a general reader with no training in philosophy to read German philosophers, who are considered by many English readers to be dull, prolix, obscure, and cold.  I have not had much success in understanding or enjoying Kant and Hegel, even with the help of the usual explanatory comments inserted by editors in paperback editions such as the Mentor Philosophers-Age of Ideology.  However, I urge others to try a little for themselves.

57. EDWARD GIBBON,
The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
(1789)

Selections

Gibbon was long considered the leading authority on this period, although modern scholarship finds factual errors in his work.  His style has a heavy dignity that is pleasing to some readers, monotonous to others.  His great (6-volume) work is still widely read by history buffs.  Many volumes of excerpts are available in hard cover and paperback.  (The Trevor-Roper paperback, Washington Square 1108, also contains some interesting selections from Gibbon’s autobiography.)  It is unwise to get a very much condensed version, because it will likely leave out some of the curious parts that might most interest technical majors.

The decline begins (naturally) with the period of greatest prosperity of the empire, around A.D. 180 under the emperor Marcus Aurelius, and continues to the Fall of Rome, A.D. 476.  Most technical students will not have time to read all of this, although it is a fascinating period that most people are unacquainted with, but if you should find it fascinating, it’s good to know that you can obtain all 6 volumes somewhere.  Notice that this history begins about a century after the wild times of Nero (in Suetonius, #13 on the list), and two centuries after the death of Julius Caesar in 44 B.C.
On one of Constantine’s marches, it is reported that he saw with his own eyes the luminous trophy of the cross, placed above the meridian sun, and inscribed with the following words:  IN HOC VINCES (BY THIS CONQUER).  This amazing object in the sky astonished the whole army, as well as the emperor himself, who was yet undetermined in the choice of religion:  but his astonishment was converted to faith by the vision of the ensuing night.  (Chapter 20)

58. JANE AUSTEN,
Pride and Prejudice

(1811)

No one can approach Jane Austen for masterly descriptions of the unhurried and inconsequential society of rural England in the period 1790-1810.  She is one of the pleasantest of English novelists to read, as well as a skilful story teller.  Unfortunately, her subjects have rather limited appeal for today’s readers; her readers are probably few in number but very loyal.  In this story, which used to be a standard assignment for 12th-grade or college English classes, the Bennet family becomes entangled in some sticky social situations and some unusual adventures while trying to arrange marriages for their several daughters.

Mr. Darcy, who was leaning against the mantelpiece with his eyes fixed on Elizabeth’s face, seemed to catch her words with no less resentment than surprise…At length, in a voice of forced calmness, he said:  “And this is all the reply which I am to have the honour of expecting!  I might, perhaps, wish to be informed why, with so little endeavor at civility, I am thus rejected.  But it is of small importance.”
59. GOETHE,
Faust (Part I)

(1808)

The most famous play of the most famous German author, an artistic treatment of the medieval legend of Dr. Faustus, who sells his soul to the Devil (Mephistopheles) for power, knowledge, wealth, and pleasure.  At a deeper level, the play probes the struggle of man against the temptations of evil.  Part II, written considerably later, is concerned with society’s struggle against evil; much of it is allegorical and obscure.  It ends by offering man final redemption as a reward for good intent in his earthly strivings.  Goethe (pron. about the way an Englishman would say the name Gerta, with just a coloring of the r-sound) is said to have reaped the harvest of German thought of the 18th century in producing the best play (Faust), the best novels (Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship and The Sorrows of Young Werther), and the best travel book (Travels in Italy).  Strangely enough, Goethe regarded his fiction as being of no great importance and took pride instead in his amateurish study of optics and writings (mostly wrong) on color vision; he thought Newton was wrong about all spectral colors being in white light.  Most people think Faust is hard reading, and many will not make it.  It’s worse if you get an awkward translation.  Avoid  the Modern Library edition with translation by Taylor.  If you can read some German, get the Doubleday Anchor paperback with the German and translation by Kaufman on opposite pages.

	Mephistopheles:
In diesem Sinne kannst u’s wagen

Verbinde dich!  Du sollst in diesen Tagen

Mit Freuden meine Künste sehn,
Ich gebe dir, was noch kein Mensch gesehn.

Faust:

Was willst du darmer Teufel geben?...
	Mephistopheles:
In this temper you can risk it.

Commit yourself!  And in these days
My arts will bring you joys
More than any man has seen before.

Faust:

What evil Devil, will you offer?...


(Lines 1671-1675)


60. SCHOPENHAUER

Selections from his Essays and Aphorisms
(1818, 1844, 1851)

Schopenhauer distinguished himself as one of the world’s great pessimists and haters.  He hated women, Germans, opera, beards, religion, life, newspapers, and other things that he denounced forcefully and wittily in a collection of essays, Parerga and Paralipomena (1851).  See the Penguin paperback:  Schopenhauer, Essays and Aphorisms.  His philosophical treatise, The World as Will and Idea (1818, revised 1844) became an influence in philosophy, but it is well avoided by the general reader.  His concept of the Will, formed as a young man, never changed.  He became a crotchety old bachelor who liked his cat better than people.

If  you want to know how you really feel about someone, take note of your impression upon receiving an unexpected letter from him.

The worst trait in human nature is Schadenfreude (pleasure in another’s discomfort).  It arises where pity ought to arise.

Misfortune is the general rule in human life…The immediate and direct purpose of life is suffering.

Not the least of the torments that plague us is time, which pursues us all like a taskmaster with a whip.  It ceases to persecute only those whom it has driven into boredom.
61. WALTER SCOTT,
Ivanhoe
(1830)

Scott’s many novels and poems of chivalry, brave knights and damsels often in distress, in the Middle Ages, have made him probably the most widely read novelist in English.  In Victorian days and early decades of the 1900’s, almost every family had one or two Scott novels, even if they owned no other book except a Bible.  Scott had a sound knowledge of medieval history and customs, and his novels tell good stories, although they have no particular literary merit beyond being well and carefully written.  Some historians say that his influence was so great that it was partly responsible for the lingering of the aristocratic ideal in the South that kept it from following the industrialization of the North before the Civil War.  Scott’s 27 “Waverley” novels include Waverley, The Heart of Midlothian, The Bride of Lammermoor (from which Donizetti’s opera was made), Rob Roy, Ivanhoe, and Kenilworth.  If you didn’t read Ivanhoe in high school, it is still enjoyable at college age.  The story of the young hero, Ivanhoe, is grafted onto the familiar legend of Robin Hood (Locksley), who attempts to restore Richard I (the Lion-Heart) to the throne of England that was usurped by his evil brother, John, while Richard was off fighting in the Crusades in the Holy Land.  His return was in 1189.  The Saxons are now considered natives since they had long ago, in King Arthur’s time around A.D. 500, conquered England and driven the original Britons (Celts) back into Ireland and Wales. They are the heroes of the story, and the Norman French, who came in 1066 under William the conqueror, are in power as the villains.

“Who is this Lady Rowena,” said Prince John, “of whom we have heard so much?”  A Saxon heiress of large possessions,” replied the Prior Aymer, “a rose of loveliness and a jewel of wealth; the fairest among a thousand…”  “We shall cheer her sorrows,” said Prince John, “and amend her blood by wedding her to a Norman.  She seems a minor, and must therefore be at our royal disposal in marriage.”  …Prince John…was about to give the signal for retiring from the lists, when a small billet was put into his hand...  “From foreign parts, my lord, but from whence I know not,” replied his attendant.  “A Frenchman brought it hither, who said, he had ridden night and day to put it into the hands of your Highness.”  …John then opened the billet with apparent agitation which increased when he read these words:“Take heed to yourself, for the Devil is unchained!”  The prince turned as pale as death, like a man who has received news that sentence of execution has been passed upon him.












Chapter 13

62. JAMES FENIMORE COOPER,
The Last of the Mohicans
1826

Cooper was the first American novelist to acquire international fame.  His stories of American Indians fascinated European readers, and his characters Leather-Stocking (Hawkeye) and Uncas have become world famous.  His treatment of the Indians is said to have been more the result of imagination than of observation.  Five novels make up a more or less continuous story called altogether The Leather-Stocking Tales, and comprising individually Deerslayer, Last of the Mohicans, Pathfinder, Pioneers, and Prairie.  They trace the career of the hero Deerslayer (Leather-stocking and Hawkeye) from age 23, around 1740, to age 83.

The singers were dwelling on one of those low, dying chords, which the ear devours with such greedy rapture, as if conscious that it is about to lose them, when a cry, that seemed neither human nor earthly, rose in the outward air, penetrating not only the recesses of the cavern, but to the inmost hearts of all who heard it…”What is it?” murmured Alice, after a few moments of terrible suspense…Neither Hawkeye nor the Indians made any reply.  They listened, as if expecting the sound would be repeated, with a manner that expressed their own astonishment.  At length they spoke together earnestly, in the Delaware language, when Uncas, passing by the inner and most concealed aperture, cautiously left the cavern.  When he had gone, Hawkeye first spoke in English, “…I did believe there was no cry that Indian or beast could make that my ears had not heard; but this has proved that I was only a vain and conceited mortal.”












Chapter VI

63. THOMAS MACAULAY,
Essays

(Selections)

1825-1835

Macaulay’s phenomenal memory and stock of information have evoked wide admiration.  His writing has long served as a model for students because of its elegance, wit, and oratorical brilliance.  He is often superficial, however, preferring overstatement and contrast for rhetorical effect rather than carefully reasoned argument.  Emerson condemned him by saying that no one had a bigger stock of knowledge less to the purpose, and an English wit remarked that he wished he could be as cocksure of anything as Macaulay was of everything.  Though a kind and gentle man in his personal relations, he was merciless in his essays of literary criticism.


One can choose pieces from whatever book he has; most books contain the following:

On Boswell’s Life of Johnson, edited by Croker (A devastatingly critical and witty review of a     
                              new edition of Boswell’s biography of Johnson.)


On Mr. Robert Montgomery’s Poems (A withering attack on some mediocre poems.)


Southey’s Colloquies (a caustic review of the poet Southey’s philosophy)


On Milton (an earlier and more informative essay than those above)

On Warren Hastings (an assessment of the situation in Bengal that led to the trial of it’s British 
                                      governor.)

No man out of a cloister ever wrote about love…so coldly and at the same time so grossly.  His descriptions of it are just what we should hear from a recluse who knew the passion only from the details of the confessional.  Almost all his heroes make love either like Seraphim or like cattle.  …Mr. Southey’s political system is just what we might expect from a man who regards politics, not as a matter of science, but as a matter of taste and feeling…The only measure which all the great statesmen of two generations have agreed…in supporting…(is)…the only measure Mr. Southey agrees with himself in opposing.  He has passed from one extreme of political opinion to another, as Satan in Milton went round the globe, contriving constantly to “ride with darkness.”  It is not everybody who could so dexterously have avoided blundering on the daylight in the course of a journey to the antipodes.






Review of Southey’s Colloquies, 1830.

64. RUSSIAN SHORT STORIES:
PUSHKIN, The Queen of Spades (1834)






GOGOL,  The Cloak 
(The Overcoat)  (1834)






CHEKHOV, Vanka  (The Darling)  (1895)

Russians say that Gogol wrote the first story truly Russian in spirit.  (Before that, Russian culture of the upper classes was taken almost entirely from France, and the nobility often spoke French in preference to Russian.)  Pushkin, usually considered Russia’s greatest writer, is better known for his poetry and plays (Boris Godunov, Evgen Onegin) than for his short stories, but this story of an old countess who is widely believed to know a secret that will enable a gambler to win at cards, is famous.  Chekhov’s many short stories and plays are famous for the strange isolation of their characters.  These three stories will probably be in most collections of Russian short stories.

Suddenly the countess’s death-like face assumed an inexplicable expression.  Her lips ceased to tremble, her eyes became animated:  before her stood an unknown man (who had made his way into her private quarters). “Do not be alarmed, for Heaven’s sake, do not be alarmed!  Said he in a low but distinct voice.  “I have no intention of doing you any harm; I have only come to ask a favor of you.”The old woman looked at him in silence, as if she had not heard what he said.  Hermann thought she was probably deaf, and, bending down towards her ear, he repeated what he had said.  The aged countess remained silent as before.  “You can insure the happiness of my life,” continued Hermann, “and it will cost you nothing.  I know that you can name three cards in order…”


Pushkin, The Queen of Spades (known also by its French title, Pique Dame)

65. HONORÉ DE BALZAC

Père Goriot (t not pronounced)
1834

Balzac is credited with starting the trend toward realism in modern literature.  This movement away from Romanticism soon spread from France to other countries.  Balzac wrote some 90 novels intended to be parts of a gigantic cycle of modern and historical novels called The Human Comedy.  He never finished the historical novels he planned.  Père Goriot (sometimes translated as Old Goriot or Father Goriot) is the best known of Balzac’s novels.  The main character is an old man, something of a French King Lear, whose daughters try to keep him out of their lives because he is a hindrance to their social ambitions.  In Romantic novels, people worried a lot about love and social form; in realistic novels, they exhibit a lot of selfishness, dishonesty, greed, sickness, and generally ugly behavior.

Others of Balzac’s novels that are well known are Eugénie Grandet and Cousin Bette.  They turn up in television dramatizations occasionally with conniving characters driven to do unsavory things because of lack of money.  Balzac also wrote a book of risqué tales called Droll Stories.  Balzac is highly praised by both French and English writers as a superb drawer of character and portrayer of human nature.  Every facet of French character is in Balzac, according to some.

Eugène knocked unceremoniously at Goriot’s door.  “I have just seen Mme. Delphine, neighbor,” he said.  (Delphine deNucingen, one of Goriot’s two daughters, unhappily married to a rich, elderly baron, to whose house he is seldom invited.)  “Where?”  asked old Goriot.  “At the Italiens,” said the young man.  “Did she enjoy the performance?...Just come inside,” said the old man, leaving his bed to unlock the door and promptly returning again.

It was the first time that Eugène had been in old Goriot’s room, and he could not subdue his amazement at the contrast between the squalid den in which the father lived and the rich costume of the daughter he had recently talked with…”But, M. Goriot, how is it that your daughters have such fine houses while you live in a den such as this?”

“Dear me, why should I want anything better?” he replied, with seeming carelessness.  “I can’t explain to you how it is, quite…My real life is in my two girls, you see; so long as they are happy, and smartly dressed, and have soft carpets under their feet, what does it matter what clothes I wear or where I sleep at night?”
66. RALPH WALDO EMERSON,
Essays

(Selections)
1835-1845

Some critics find in Emerson a powerful statement of American independence of thought, action, self-reliance, and belief in man’s inherent worth, as well as a healthy disdain for meaningless religious and social convention.  Other critics say that Emerson writes in an obscure and clumsy way, and that most of his best work is not original.

Essays:  First Series:  Intellect, Self-Reliance; Conduct of Life:  Culture


  The American Scholar (an address delivered at Harvard College in 1837).

A man known to us only as a celebrity in politics or in trade gains largely in our esteem if we discover that he has some intellectual taste or skill; as when we learn of Lord Fairfax, the Long Parliament’s general, his passion for antiquarian studies; or of the French regicide Carnot*, his sublime genius in mathematics; or of a living banker, his success in poetry; …So, if in traveling in the dreary wilderness of Arkansas or Texas, we should observe on the next seat a man reading Horace, or Martial, or Calderón, we should wish to hug him.
(Essay:  Culture).  (*L.N.M. Carnot, father of the physicist, Sadi Carnot (of Carnot cycle fame in 
1B), French general, avocational mathematician, who was appointed executioner of the king in the French revolution.)

67. EDGAR ALLAN POE,
Short Stories

1835-1848

[image: image17.png]



Poe has been held in higher esteem in Europe, where he is regarded as one of America’s most original and inventive writers, than in America.  His short stories are bizarre and amusing.  He is probably best known for his poems, The Raven and The Bells
	(a) The Purloined Letter (purloined = stolen)

(describes a ploy that many people have  
  used for concealment)

(b) The Pit and the Pendulum

(c) The Fall of the House of Usher
	(d) The Murders in the Rue Morgue


(introduces Poe’s detective, Dupin, the 
prototype of Sherlock Holmes)

(e) The Gold-Bug

(f) The Cask of Amontillado


(Amontillado is a pale, dry sherry)




67A. RICHARD HENRY DANA,
Two Years before the Mast
1840

Dana dropped out of college after two years and signed on as a common seaman aboard one of the square-rigged sailing ships that carried cargo from the California coast around Cape Horn to Boston.  He spent the years 1834-6 at sea and at settlements along the California coast in the days when California was a Mexican province.  The Book, more a diary than a novel, records details of the work aboard ship and on land, and describes the incredible hardships of the sailors’ lives.  You may want to skip a few spots where the book drags, and it is a little hard going in some places for readers with no knowledge of sailing terms (“They were fitted for bending, sent up by the halyards into the tops, and, with stops and frapping lines, were bent to the yards, close-0reefed, sheeted home, and hoisted.”)  If you’re no sailor, get a copy of the book with a diagram of spars and rigging in the front or back, so that you will be able to tell the mizzen royal yard from the fore topgallant stay.  “Before the mast” in the title means having sleeping quarters in the forecastle (pron. fōc-sul), forward of the forward mast – i.e., being a common sailor.

When our watch came on deck at midnight, it was as black as Erebus; the studding sails were all taken in, and the royals furled; not a breath was stirring…and the perfect stillness, and the darkness, which was almost palpable, were truly appalling…We could hear the captain walking the deck, but it was too dark to see anything…An English lad and myself were sent up…to clew up the main top-gallant sail…When we got down, we found all hands looking aloft, and there, directly over where we had been standing, upon the main top-gallant mast-head, was a ball of light, which the sailors name a corposant (corpus sancti)…A moment more, and a terrific flash and peal broke simultaneously upon us…
67B. ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE  (pron. tawk-veel)
Democracy in America 1840 (Selections)

Probably the most famous and readable of the 19th-century studies of the great new democratic experiment in America, the first effort to put the new liberal ideas of the 1800’s into an appealing form.  Tocqueville tried to be impartial, being neither strongly pro nor anti-democratic government; he was descended from the nobility (which is what a de in a French proper name, or a von in a German or Austrian name, usually means – i.e., that the family was once of a feudal estate or a castle with so much land as to have a recognized name).  Readers are often astonished at how accurate many of Tocqueville’s predictions about our democratic experiment have turned out to be.

In aristocratic ages, science is more particularly called upon to furnish gratification to the mind; in democracies, to the body.
68. ALEXANDER DUMAS (the Elder).
The Three Musketeers
  1844 (s not pronounced in Dumas)

Dumas, a man of small education but big imagination, given to flamboyant living, was the greatest cloak-and-dagger story teller of all time.  With the help of a writing staff, he turned out a total of some 300 novels; in 1844, he wrote some 20 novels, including two of his most famous ones, The Three Musketeers and The Count of Monte Cristo.  Later, he wrote two sequels to the musketeers adventures, Twenty Years After and Le Vicomte de Bragelonne.  You missed something in your childhood if you didn’t read, or have read to you, the daring adventures of the hero, D’Artagnan, and his three stalwart musketeer friends Athos, Porthos, and Aramis, as they set about confounding Cardinal Richelieu’s crafty schemes and saving the jewels and honor of the Queen of France.  The time is about 1625, in the reign of Louis XIII.  (English speakers pronounce the hero’s name Dar-tăn’-yan)

In his eagerness to detain milady, D’Artagnan had grasped her dress; but the frail cambric could not stand against two such strong wills --- it was torn from her fair round shoulders, and to his horror and astonishment, D’Artagnan recognized upon one of them ”Great God:” cried D’Artagnan, loosing his hold, and remaining mute, motionless, and frozen…The young man now knew her secret, her terrible secret…She turned on him, no longer like a furious woman, but like a wounded panther.
69. CHARLOTTE BRONTË,

Jane Eyre
(1847)

(pronounced like “air”)

A famous Victorian romantic novel, with gloomy overtones, a story usually read in youth, but entertaining for adults.  The growing attachment between the orphan governess, Jane, and her eccentric employer, Mr. Rochester, and the unfortunate impediment to their marriage, are told with sincere emotion, in spite of a good deal of sentiment.

Something gurgled and moaned.  Ere long, steps retreated up the gallery towards the third-story staircase:  a door had lately been made to shut in that staircase; I heard it open and close, and all was still.  “Was that Grace Poole? And is she possessed with a devil?”  thought I…I withdrew the bolt and opened my door with a trembling hand…I was amazed to perceive the air quite dim, as if filled with smoke…Something creaked:  it was a door ajar; and that door was Mr. Rochester’s, and the smoke rushed in a cloud from thence.








(Chapter XV)

70. EMILY BRONTË,

Wuthering Heights
(1848)

(“wuthering” means windy, blustery)

A novel of emotional violence, set in the moors of northern England, telling of the intense love of Heathcliff, an orphan, for Catherine Earnshaw, and his destructive revenge following her marriage to Edgar Linton.  The novel concludes with the fate of their children.  (It avoids confusion at the start, for those of us who think linearly, to know that the first 3 chapters take place around 1800, and the 4th chapter drops back to 1770; the Catherine who first appears is not the heroine, Catherine Earnshaw.)

“Oh, Cathy!  Oh, my life!  How can I bear it?” was the first sentence he uttered, in a tone that did not seek to disguise his despair.  And now he stared at her so earnestly that I thought the very intensity of his gaze would bring tears into his eyes; but they burned with anguish:  they did not melt.  “What now?” said Catherine, leaning back, and returning his look with a suddenly clouded brow:  her humour was a mere vane for constantly varying caprices.  “You and Edgar have broken my heart, Heathcliff!  And you both come to bewail the deed to me, as if you were the people to be pitied…You have killed me --- and thriven on it, I think.  How strong you are!  How many years do you mean to live after I am gone?”










(Chapter XV)
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71. KARL MARX, FRIEDRICH ENGELS
The Communist Manifesto
1848
(Parts II, IV )








Das Kapital
(Capital)
1867
( Selections )

These works have helped formulate the economic policies of existing socialist and communist governments, and so have had a profound effect upon the world’s political development.  Start with the Manifesto, which, at the end of Part II, sets forth briefly the basic communist economic program.  (Parts I, III are mostly polemics against existing economic and political conditions.)

Marx’s long work, Capital, according to Marx, attempts to prove that:  (1) the existence of social classes is established by capitalist economic practices, (2) the class struggle leads necessarily to a dictatorship of the proletariat (exploited classes), and (3) the dictatorship is only a transition to the abolition of classes and the creation of a totally equal, classless society.  Probably few readers outside those especially concerned with socialist economics will struggle through much of Marx, because it is unfortunately not a clear treatise on economics but a fairly obscure philosophical treatise with most  of its examples drawn from economic and political conditions of the early 1800’s in Europe.  Most books of selections from Capital (like the Modern Library edition) attempt to abridge and rearrange Marx’s work to make it more intelligible --- with only modest success.

In the most advanced countries the following will be pretty generally applicable:
1. Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public purposes.  2. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.  3. Abolition of all right of inheritance.  4. Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.  5. Centralization of credit in the hands of the State, by means of a national bank with State capital and an exclusive monopoly.  6. Centralization of means of communication and transport in the hands of the State…








(Manifesto, Section II)

72. HENRY DAVID THOREAU,
On Civil Disobedience (Essay)   (1848),
 Walden (1854)

On Civil Disobedience is the American classic on man’s right (if he has one) to disregard laws that conflict with his conscience, a topic even more vital today than in Thoreau’s time.  Walden is a diary of Thoreau’s simple life in a self-built cabin beside Walden Pond (near Concord, Mass.), a panegyric on the beauty of the simple and natural life away from the cares of business and responsibility.

I find it wholesome to be alone the greater part of the time.  To be in company, even with the best, is soon wearisome and dissipating.  I love to be alone.  I never found the companion that was so companionable as solitude.  …Society is commonly too cheap.  We meet at very short intervals, not having had time to acquire any new value for each other.  We meet at meals three times a day, and give each other a new taste of that old musty cheese that we are.


Walden, Chapter 5

73. William Thackeray,
Vanity Fair
1848

Victorian critics thought Thackeray a more refined and brilliant writer than Dickens, but Thackeray’s tone of moralizing condescension and his preoccupation with the rich and the aristocratic have caused him to fall out of favor with modern readers; Dickens is now much more widely read than Thackeray.  Some critics consider Thackeray’s Vanity Fair to be technically the best English novel ever written in its style, plot, and character development.  The heroine, not a very likable one, is the incomparable Becky Sharp, who is brilliant and opportunistic in her social climbing.  The novel was intended as a criticism of the crassness and vulgarity of the English aristocracy in the mid-Victorian era.  (The title comes from the famous moralistic allegory, Pilgrim’s Progress (1678), which influenced many English writers; it describes a dissolute fair held at the town of Vanity, where only low cravings were catered to.)

It’s a rather long novel (1100 or 1200 pages), and I know only a few people who have ever read all of it.  College English teachers often have; I haven’t (yet, 1985).

The novel begins on the day Becky Sharp, impoverished and disliked, and her friend, Amelia Sedley, rich and admired, graduate from Miss Pinkerton’s finishing school for young ladies in Chiswick Mall.

Miss Pinkerton proceeded to write her own name, and Miss Sedley’s, in the fly-leaf of a Johnson’s Dictionary—the interesting work which she invariably presented to her scholars on their departure from the Mall…In fact, the Lexicographer’s name was always on the lips of this majestic woman, and a visit he had paid to her was the cause of her reputation and her fortune.  Being commanded by her elder sister to get “the Dictionary” from the cupboard, Miss Jemima had extracted two copies of the book from the receptacle in question.  When Miss Pinkerton had finished the inscription in the first, Jemima, with rather a dubious and timid air, handed her the second.

“For whom is this, Miss Jemima?” said Miss Pinkerton, with awful coldness.

“For Becky Sharp,” answered Jemima, trembling very much…”For Becky Sharp; she’s going too.”

“MISS JEMIMA.” Exclaimed Miss Pinkerton, in the largest capitals.  “Are you in your senses?  Replace the Dixonary in the closet, and never venture to take such a liberty in the future.”…

“Stop!” cried Miss Jemima, rushing to the gate with a parcel…”Becky, Becky Sharp, here’s a book for you that my sister --- that is, I – Johnson’s Dixonary, you know; you mustn’t leave us without that.  God bless you!”…

But lo, and just as the coach drove off, Miss Sharp put her pale face out the window, and actually flung the book back into the garden.










Chapter 1

74. Charles Dickens,
David Copperfield
1850
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This is probably the best and most popular of Dickens’ many novels, and is said to be his own favorite, perhaps because it is partly autobiographical.  Some of its characters (Mr. Micawber, Uriah Heep, etc.) are known throughout the world, wherever English is read, as stereotypes of certain human weaknesses.  Dickens’ characters do not live because of his skill at character development so much as they do because he plays up one peculiarity of each character until it becomes amusing and memorable.  But Dickens’ emphasis upon the worth and integrity of the common man, his denouncement of man’s inhumanity to man, and his satire on English public institutions have guaranteed an apparently timeless quality to his works.  Other famous Dickens novels are Oliver Twist, in which a boy falls into the hands of the evil Fagin, organizer of a band of youthful thieves, Martin Chuzzlewit, Nicholas Nickleby, and Great Expectations.

Mr. Micawber took a seat, and waved his hand in his most courtly manner.

“Any friend of my friend Copperfield’s,” said Mr. Micawber, “has a personal claim upon myself.”

“We are too ’umble, sir,” said Mrs. Heep, “my son and me, to be the friends of Master Copperfield.  He has been so good as to take his tea with us, and we are thankful to him for his company; also to you, sir, for your notice.”

“Ma’am,” returned Mr. Micawber, with a bow, “you are very obliging, --- and what are you doing, Copperfield…?  I replied…that I was a pupil at Doctor Strong’s.

“A pupil?” said Mr. Micawber, raising his eyebrows.  “I am extremely happy to hear it.  Although a mind like my friend Copperfield’s,” he said to Uriah and Mrs. Heep, “does not require that cultivation, which, without his knowledge of men and things, it would require, still it is a rich soil teeming with latent vegetation --- in short,” said Mr. Micawber, smiling, in another burst of confidence, “it is an intellect capable of getting up the classics to any extent.”

Uriah, with his long hands slowly twining over one another, made a ghastly writhe from the waist upwards, to express his concurrence in this estimation of me.









Chapter XVII

75. Charles Dickens,
A Tale of Two Cities
1859

The two cities, of course, are London and Paris during the French Revolution.  Almost everyone reads (or used to read) this novel in high school, but if not,…  The same applies to the childhood classic, A Christmas Carol.  Could anyone not have read it?

“They are in great danger.  They are in danger of denunciation by Madame Defarge.  I know it from her own lips.  I have overheard words of that woman’s, tonight, which have presented their danger to me in the strongest colours…it will involve Lucie’s life—and perhaps her child’s – and perhaps her father’s…  Don’t look so horrified.  You will save them all.

“Heaven grant I may, Carton,” said Lorry.  But how?

“I am going to tell you how.  It will depend on you, and it could depend on no better man.”








Book III, Chapter 12

76. Nathaniel Hawthorne,
The Scarlet Letter
1850

Hawthorne’s most famous novel, an American classic that tells a lot about life and standards in the days when Americans lived under the code of Puritan morality and ethics.  The heroine, Hester Prynne, through her suffering and shame (symbolized by the scarlet A that some convicted adulterers were made to wear in colonial times) emerges triumphant in spirit over those who have shamed her to conform with public opinion.  (Prynne is pron. prǐn, not prīn, as I recently heard a TV actress say it.)

“I pray you, good sir,” said the visitor, “who is this woman—and wherefore is she here set up to public shame?

“You must needs be a stranger in this region, friend,” answered the townsman, looking curiously at the questioner and his savage companion, “else you would surely have heard of Mistress Hester Prynne, and her evil doings.  She hath raised a great scandal, I promise you, in godly Master Dimmesdale’s church.”









Chapter 3

77. HERMAN MELVILLE,
MOBY DICK

1851

A giant novel and a complex psychological treatment of a man’s obsession with revenge – an irrational revenge upon a non-human target.  It’s a commonplace that many begin but few ever finish Moby Dick; Melville’s prolixity makes the novel hard going in places.  It probably appeals more to mature readers (especially those who like whales) than to younger readers.

“Captain Ahab, I have heard of Moby Dick – but it was not Moby Dick that took off thy leg?”

“Who told thee that?” cried Ahab; then pausing, “Aye, Starbuck; aye, my hearties all round; it was Moby Dick that dismasted me; Moby Dick that brought me to this dead stump I stand on now.  “Aye, aye,” he shouted with a terrific, loud, animal sob, like that of a heart-stricken moose…” and I’ll chase him round Good Hope, and round the Horn, and round the Norway Maelstrom, and round perdition’s flames before I give him up.  And this is what ye have shipped for, men!  To chase that white whale on both sides of land, and over all sides of earth, till he spouts black blood and rolls fin out.  What say ye, men, will ye splice hands on it now?  I think ye do look brave.”






Chapter XXXVI

78. HARRIET BEECHER STOWE,
UNCLE TOM’S CABIN
1852

This famous melodrama on the evils of slavery is not much read today, but its characters --- good Uncle Tom, wicked Simon Legree, Little Eva, Topsy--- have become world famous.  Authorities differ on the influence of this novel in precipitating the Civil War; disagreement also exists on its merits as a novel, although its plot and characters are not much more overdrawn than those of Dickens.  Mrs. Stowe showed fortitude as the first American novelist to deal with the issue of slavery, the biggest social and political problem of 19th century America.

“Mas’r,” said Tom,--and he stood very straight,--“I was just eight years old when ole Missis put you into my arms, and you wasn’t a year old.  “Thar, ‘says she, ‘Tom, that’s to be your young Mas’r; take good care on him, ‘says she.  And now I just ask you, Mas’r, have I ever broke my word to you, or gone contrary to you, ‘specially since I was a Christian?”

Mr. Shelby was fairly overcome, and the tears rose to his eyes.  “My good boy,” said he, “the Lord knows you say but the truth; and if I was able to help it, the entire world shouldn’t buy you.”









Chapter VII

79. JOHN HENRY, CARDINAL NEWMAN
    THE IDEA OF A UNIVERSITY
    1852 (Selections)

Newman resigned as an Anglican minister and converted to the Roman Catholic faith when he was 44.  Later he ws appointed rector of the new Catholic university in Dublin, where he delivered the famous series of lectures in this book.  His style is lively, effective, learned, and persuasive, but not pedantic --- characteristic of the best English prose writing of his period.  He defines what the traditional ideal of sound university education had always been.  Modern U.S. colleges have little to do with this ideal, but there are still a few teachers, diminishing in number, who believe that the best of Newman’s ideals should be kept, and that education is not training for a job.


Read Discourses V, VI, VII.

80. GUSTAVE FLAUBERT,
MADAME BOVARY
1857

Flaubert (pron. flō-bair’) is famous for the meticulous detail and objectivity in his writing; he often spent days in composing a single sentence.  This novel has become one of the best known French works --- the first careful study of the psychological motivations of a neurotic woman, Emma Bovary, who finds that her boring life as the wife of a mousy country doctor falls too far short of the visions of romance and excitement she had hoped for from the novels she had read.  She is driven to evil deeds and progressive derangement.  Slow moving in its detail.

She now let everything in her household take care of itself, and Madame Bovary senior, when she came to spend part of Lent with her son and his wife, was much surprised at the change.  Emma, formerly so careful, so dainty, now passed whole days without dressing, wore grey cotton stockings, and burnt tallow candles…  She ordered dishes for herself, and then did not touch them.










Chapter 9

81. JOHN STUART MILL,
ESSAYS:  ON LIBERTY
1859

Mill is one of the world’s great essayists, and this essay is probably the most famous and most passionately argued defense of liberty in a free society.  It argues against arbitrary absolutes and a society planned for the privileged few, and it defines some of the bases of liberal thought on what constitutes a good society.  The style of writing illustrates the best of elegance and eloquence of the Victorian era, and is a pleasure to read.

Mankind are greater gainers by suffering each other to live as seems good to themselves, than by compelling each to live as seems good to the rest…(but) there is no doctrine which stands more directly opposed to the general tendency of existing opinion and practice…  Apart from the peculiar tenets of individual thinkers, there is also in the world at large an increasing inclination to stretch unduly the powers of society over the individual, both by the force of opinion and even by that of legislation:  and as the tendency of all the changes taking place in the world is to strengthen society, and diminish the power of the individual, this encroachment is not one of the evils which tend spontaneously to disappear, but, on the contrary, to grow more and more formidable.  The disposition of mankind, whether as rulers or as fellow-citizens, to impose their own opinions and inclinations as a rule of conduct for others, is so energetically supported by some of the best and some of the worst feelings incident to human nature, that it is hardly ever kept under restraint by anything but want of power.
81A. ANTHONY TROLLOPE,
THE WARDEN   (1855),
BARCHESTER TOWERS
(1857)

These two are the beginning of six novels dealing with the life of a small English cathedral town and centering on clerical figures:  the warden, the bishop, the archdeacon, and others.  Some say that it takes a special taste to like Trollope, who is a master of unexciting realism interwoven always with a vein of wry humor in observing the foibles of his characters.  In addition to this series of novels dealing with church life, he wrote another series dealing with parliamentary life---in all, some 50 novels.  He was said to be the model of a disciplined workman:  he never varied from the routine of spending his mornings writing, from 5:30-8:00, 2500 words before he allowed himself to do anything else.

In Barchester Towers, Bishop Proudie is newly appointed to Barchester; he is a weak man, under the control of his domineering wife; she also tries to dictate policy for the diocese and to control the life of his assistant, the objectionable and conniving Mr. Slope.  At a dinner party at the bishop’s palace, Mrs. Proudie found Mr. Slope being too attentive to attractive Madame Neroni.

“Mr. Slope,” said Mrs. Proudie,” I did not at all approve your conduct the other night with that Italian woman.  Anyone would have thought you were her lover.”

“Good gracious, my dear madam,” said Mr. Slope, with a look of horror.  “Why, she is a married woman.”

“That’s more than I know,” said Mrs. Proudie; “however, she chooses to pass for such.  But married or not married, such attention as you paid to her was improper.  I cannot believe that you would wish to give offence in my drawing room, Mr. Slope; but I owe it to myself and my daughters to tell you that I disapprove your conduct…I know women better than you do, Mr. Slope, and you may believe me that signora, as she calls herself, is not a fitting companion for a strict, evangelical, unmarried young clergyman.”

How Mr. Slope would have liked to laugh at her, had he dared!  But he did not dare.  So he merely said, “I can assure you, Mrs. Proudie, the lady in question is nothing to me.”









Chapter XVII

82. Charles Darwin,
Origin of Species
1859
(the correct pronunciation of this word, sing. And  
                                                  pl., is spē-‘shĭz)

It seems hardly necessary to identify this book as one of the most influential books ever written.  The controversy raised by Darwin’s hypothesis that the evolution of man and other species has resulted from the mechanism of natural selection has still not completely vanished.  The battle against evolution by ultra-conservatives and fundamentalist religious groups, who prefer to ignore all evidence, is constantly erupting anew in various states.

Although Darwin wrote this book with the intent of setting before the public a brief summary of the theory, it is still quite a long and detailed account.  A fuller explanation is given in Darwin’s Descent of Man (1871).  Page references here are to the Mentor paperback, MD-222.

Introduction, pp. 27-30; Chap.1, pp. 31-47; Chap. 2, Summary, pp. 71-72; Chap. 3,4, pp. 73-130; Chap. 5, pp. 131-137, Summary, p. 156; Chap. 6, pp. 159-191; Chap. 8, pp. 235-257; Chap.9, Summary, pp. 284-286; Chap. 10,11, Summary, pp. 335-338; Chap. 15, pp. 426-450.

Again, it may be asked,…how do these groups of species, which constitute what are called distinct genera, and which differ from each other more than do the species of the same genus, arise?  All these results, as we shall more fully see in the next chapter, follow inevitably from the struggle for life.  Owing to this struggle for life, any variation, however slight and from whatever cause proceeding, if it be in any degree profitable to an individual of any species…will tend to the preservation of that individual, and will generally be inherited by its offspring.  The offspring, also, will thus have a better chance of surviving…I have called this principle…Natural Selection.








The Origin of Species, Chapter 3

83. Victor Hugo,
Les Misérables
1862
(pron. lā mee-zā-răb’l)
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This novel runs to 5 volumes (some 2000 pages), and is a considerable undertaking.  Abridged versions are available for the unambitious.  The story of the upright, ill-starred hero, Jean Valjean, doggedly pursued by the bulldog policeman, Javert, is full of improbable coincidence and sentimental leave takings, but the chase and the incidental social commentary lead one on.  The poet Swinburne thought that this work was the greatest dramatic work of fiction ever conceived, the epic of a soul transformed and redeemed, purified by heroism and glorified through suffering.  Most critics might not go so far, but would probably agree that it is a very moving appeal to common humanity, a great work of a great writer.  Many of its stories (drama of the candlesticks, Benedictine Monastery, Battle of Waterloo, flight through the sewers of Paris) are memorably done.

In Book I, Jean Valjean is released after serving 19 years in prison for stealing a loaf of bread, and attempting to escape.  No inn will take him in because of his yellow passport showing that he has been a convict.  He finds food and lodging with the compassionate Bishop of Digne, but steals some silver as he slips out in the morning in order to get money for a new start in life.  He is apprehended by the police and brought back to the bishop’s palace.

“Silence!” said the officer to Jean Valjean, “it is Monseigneur, the Bishop.”

In the meantime, Mgr. Bienvenu had approached as quickly as his great age permitted him.

“Ah, there you are!” said he, looking toward Jean Valjean.  “I am glad to see you again.  But I gave you the candlesticks also, which are silver like the rest, and would bring 200 francs.  Why did you not take them along with your plates?”

Jean Valjean opened his eyes and looked at the bishop with an expression that no human tongue could describe.

“Monseigneur,” said the officer, “then what this man told us was true?  We stopped him because he seemed to be running away, and found that he had this silver.”
84. Lewis Carroll,
Alice in Wonderland
(1865),

Alice through the Looking Glass
(1871)

These two short stories have always pleased mathematicians and physicists, perhaps because of their strange logic and whimsical word play.  Although they were ostensibly written for children, they are adult in their appeal.  Carroll (really Dodgson) was a mathematics don at Oxford, who tutored subjects like geometry and trigonometry.  His occasional publications on mathematics were mostly of the puzzle-problem type (what appears in the back of Scientific American); he was not a great mathematician, as has been implied by some writers who suppose that trigonometry is higher mathematics.

“Well, in our country,” said Alice, still panting a little, “you’d generally get to somewhere else --- if you ran very fast for a long time as we’ve been doing.”

“A slow sort of country!” said the Queen.  “Now, here, you see, it takes all the running you can do to keep in the same place.  If you want to get somewhere else, you must run at least twice as fast as that!”








Through the Looking Glass, Chapter 2

85. Wilkie Collins,
The Moonstone
1868

This is usually considered the first mystery novel (not counting Poe’s short stories), and it is well liked for that reason, by mystery lovers, as well as for its assortment of odd characters.  The story is told entirely through letters from the persons directly or indirectly involved in the rather complicated plot, which involves the theft of a jewel (not wholesale murder, as in today’s typical detective paper back).  The outcome will probably surprise even the best practiced of mystery ravelers.

“Look!” says Penelope.  “I myself saw Miss Rachel put the diamond into that drawer last night.”  I went to the cabinet.  The drawer was empty.

“Is this true, miss?”  I asked.

With a look that was not like herself, with a voice that was not her own, Miss Rachel answered, as my daughter, Penelope, had answered:  

“The diamond is gone.”  Having said these words, she withdrew into her bedroom, and shut and locked the door.  Before we knew which way to turn next, my lady came in, hearing my voice in her daughter’s sitting-room, and wondering what had happened.  The news of the loss of the diamond seemed to petrify her.





From The Story, First Period, Loss of the Diamond,






The Events related by Gabriel Betteredge, house-steward

in the service of Julia, Lady Verinder.

86. Bret Harte,

Short Stories
(a) The Luck of Roaring Camp
(1868)







(b) The Outcasts of Poker Flat
(1868)

Stories of the California Mother Lode country by an outstanding American short-story writer.  They also give interesting insights into life in California a century ago.

Bets were freely offered and taken…Three to five that “Sal would get through with it”; even, that the child would survive; side bets as to the sex and complexion of the coming stranger.  In the midst of the excited discussion an exclamation came from those nearest the door, and the camp stopped to listen…  a sharp, querulous cry--- a cry unlike anything heard before in the camp.  The camp rose to its feet as one man!  It was proposed to explode a barrel of gunpowder; but in consideration of the situation of the mother, better counsels prevailed, and only a few revolvers were discharged…Cherokee Sal was sinking fast.  Within an hour she had climbed, as it were, that rugged road that led to the stars and so passed out of Roaring Camp, its sin and shame, forever.









The Luck of Roaring Camp

87. [image: image21.png]


Oxford Anthology of English Poetry
This is one of the best known anthologies of English poetry, and copies can usually be found in second-hand book stores.  Many inexpensive paperback anthologies are also available.  Most of them have quite a few of the same, well known poems in them, but no one anthology can have every poem that you would like to have in it.  Some of the best known poems in the Oxford Anthology are the following.


(a) Christopher Marlowe,
The Passionate Shepherd to His Love (1600)


(b) Sir Walter Raleigh,
The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd (1600)


(c) Andrew Marvell,

To his coy mistress (c. 1650)


(d) Shakespeare,

Sonnets:  I, xviii, xxix, xxx, lv, lxxi, lxxiii, cii, cxvi





   
(often read at weddings), cxxxviii


(e) John Donne,

Goe, and catche a falling starre






Sweetest Love, I do not goe






Holy Sonnets: X

No man is an island 

(from Devotions upon Emergent Occasions)

(not in this anthology)


(f) Thomas Carew,

Ask me no more where Jove bestows


(g) Robert Herrick,

To the virgins, to make much of time


(h) Richard Lovelace,

To Althea, from Prison (1642)


(i) Alexander Pope,

Intended for Sir Isaac Newton (Epitaph)






Essay on Man, Epistle I, I-X (1732)

Pope is one of the greatest 18th century versifiers, known for his wit, polish, and inspired phrases.  His poetry is marred by muddled philosophy and lack of humanity, but it is the source of many well known expressions.


(j) Thomas Gray,

Elegy Written in a Country Church-Yard.  (1750)


(k) William Blake,

The Lamb (1789), The Little Black Boy






The Tiger, A Poison Tree

(l) Robert Burns,
To a Mouse, To a Louse, Afton Water, Bonnie Doon, To the Unco Guid (Very Righteous), My Love, For All That, Scots, Wha Hae (=Scots, Who Have..), ManWas Made to Mourn (not in this book), Epistle to a Young Friend (n.i.t.b)

(m) William Wordsworth
Strange Fits of Passion I Have Known (1800)





She dwelt among the untrodden ways
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My heart leaps up





I wandered lonely as a cloud





The world is too much with us

Wordsworth’s work starts the period of Romantic poetry in England.  He rejected the idea that poetry should deal with abstractions and moral precepts (as in Pope) and claimed instead that poetry should record “emotion recollected in tranquility,” and that it should treat feelings inspired by nature and by humble people and country life.

(n) Samuel Coleridge,
Kubla Khan, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner (1798)

(o) Sir Walter Scott,
Selections from The Lay of the Last Minstrel, Marmion, and The Lady of the Lake.

(p) George Gordon, Lord Byron,
Selections from Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage 



(CLXXVII to end) 
(1810),



Sonnet on Chillon



Destruction of Sennacherib



My Thirty-Sixth Year

Don Juan (Selections – beginning through verse L, maybe.  Byron pronounced it Jōō’-ăn, as the reader has to, to get the meter.)


(q) Percy Shelley,

Ozymandias (1817), 

England in 1819,

To a Skylark,
Ode to the West Wind (said by some to be Shelley’s best and one of the best lyrical poems in English)


(r) John Keats,


On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer (1815)






Endymion






When I have fears that I may cease to be






Ode on a Grecian Urn






The Eve of St. Agnes

Keats’ poetry is the richest in ornament and imagery of the Romantic period.  His skill in creating beautiful and sensuous images was greater than his factual knowledge, and he has often been attacked for inaccuracies in his poems – e.g., it was Balboa, not Cortez, who discovered the Pacific, in his poem about his feelings when he first looked into Chapman’s version of Homer.


(s) Alfred, Lord Tennyson




The Lotos-Eaters, 
Break, Break, Break,

Tithomus,




In Memoriam (I,V,VI,XIV,XXVII,LII,LIV,CVI) (1850)




Crossing the Bar,      Charge of the Light Brigade (not in this book)




Idylls of the King – Lancelot and Elaine  (not in this book)

Tennyson’s poetry is full of memorable lines and felicitous phrases, but his efforts at philosophizing seem shallow to most readers today.  He avoided controversial topics and restated traditional values. This accounts for his being the most widely read of the Victorian poets.

 (t) Edward Fitzgerald,   The Rubaiyát of Omar Khayyám (1859) (not in this book).

Fitzgerald’s famous translation and reworking of the Rubaiyát (=quatrains) of Omar Khayyám (a 12th century Persian poet, often called the Tent-Maker), has always been a favorite of college-age students.  Its philosophy (Live it up, for tomorrow we die) may be consoling to contemplate after final examinations.  Among the best known stanzas are:



7,12,13,17,19,24,27,46,55,59,64,71,72,74,88,93,94,95,99.


(u) Robert Browning




My Last Duchess (1842)
Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister




Home Thoughts from Abroad




Pheidippides (not in this book)




How They Brought the Good News from Ghent to Aix (n.i.t.b.)




The Pied Piper of Hamelin (for children) (n.i.t.b.)

Browning’s lines are sometimes harsh, jerky, and his images grotesque.  He can hardly be mistaken for any other poet.  The first two poems above are good examples of Browning’s special form, the dramatic monologue, for revealing the character of the speaker.  Browning’s reputation has risen in this century as Tennyson’s has declined.


(v) Matthew Arnold
     Dover Beach (1867), Sohrab and Rustum (not included)

Son of the celebrated Thomas Arnold, headmaster of Rugby.  His poetry seeks to find ethical values to guide man after the decline of religious authority.  Dover Beach is his most famous poem, an example of the quiet, musical poem of which Arnold was a master.  Sohrab and Rustum tells a famous Oriental tale of a battle between father and son, each unaware of the other’s identity.


(w) Gerard Manley Hopkins,

The Windhover (1885),         Spring and Fall

Hopkins was a religious poet, the most modern poet of his time, an initiator of “sprung rhythm” and “running rhythm” efforts to bring back some of the devices of Anglo-Saxon poetry.

(x) William Henley,
Invictus (1875) (a famous poem, but not in this book) To W.A.
(not included)

(y) A.E. Housman,
A Shropshire Lad (1896) (not in this book) (especially well known, are stanzas II, XIII, XVIII, LXII)

(z) Algernon Swinburne,
Before the beginning of years (from Atlanta) (1866)


The Triumph of Time (33-78)

Nephilidia (here Swinburne is parodying his own style by exaggerating the tricks of alliteration and rhythm that he used).

(z΄) Rudyard Kipling,
Danny Deever (1890), Fuzzy-Wuzzy, Gunga-Din, Mandalay (not in this book)

(z΄΄) John Masefield
Cargoes, Trade Winds (not in this book)
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88. Oxford Book of American Verse (or some similar anthology)

The Oxford anthology was assembled by an editor who apparently tried too hard to avoid the familiar poems.  Some of the paperback anthologies of American poetry may be better.  Look through the index and see if your favorite poems are included before buying one.  Most of the following should be in a good anthology.


(a) Colonial Poetry.  Edward Taylor,  Meditation VIII (1684)


(b) Revolutionary Period.  Philip Frenean,  The Indian Burying Ground (1788)


(c) William Cullen Bryant.  Thanatopsis (1817) (means a view of death)





         To a Water fowl


(d) Ralph Waldo Emerson.
Concord Hymn (1837)






The Problem






The Rhodora

Emerson is a poet of genuine ability, but his prose writings are better known than his poetry.

(e) Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
The Wreck of the Hesperus (1840), Paul Revere’s Ride, The Day is Done, The Village Blacksmith, A Psalm of Life, Courtship of Miles Standish, Song of Hiawatha (II.Hiawatha’s Childhood), Evangeline (Introduction, First Part, I, Second Part, V), Divina Commedia

Longfellow defends traditional values and the status quo in a simple, direct style;  this accounts for this wide popularity with readers of all kinds in the American elementary schools.  He has long been denounced by critics, who claim that his themes are trite, his ideas commonplace, his writing unlyrical, his treatment of love unimpassioned, and his reaction to nature uninspired.

(f) John Greenleaf Whittier
Ichabod (1850), Barbara Frietchie, Telling the Bees, Barefoot Boy

(g) Oliver Wendell Holmes.
The Deacon’s Masterpiece, Old Ironsides, Contentment

(h) Edgar Allan Poe.
The Raven (1845), Annabel Lee, To Helen, The Bells

(i) Walt Whitman
One’s-Self I Sing, Beginning My Studies, There Was a Child Went Forth, Native Moments, Once I Passed through a Populous City, I Heard You Solemn-Sweet Pipes of the Organ, In Paths Untrodden, A Glimpse, Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking,  O Captain! My Captain! When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d.  Song of Myself (selections).

Leaves of Grass is not a particular collection of poems but a name that Whitman used to include most of his published poems; different editions from 1855 to 1892 thus contain different number of poems, differently grouped and arranged.  The 9th (“Deathbed”) edition of 1892 is said to be the order that Whitman finally preferred, and is the one usually published now.  In Europe, Whitman is usually acknowledged to be America’s greatest and most original poet.  He has not, until recently, been so well thought of in the United States, probably because of the frankness with which he treated both heterosexual and homosexual passion in his works, a frankness that violated good taste at the time they were published.  There is much about nature and love that is powerfully and originally expressed in Whitman, and his reputation with critics has continually risen since his death.

(j) Emily Dickinson.
Success is counted sweetest, I taste a liquor never brewed, Hope is the thing with feathers, The brain is wider than the sky, My life closed twice before its close, Because I could not stop for death, This quiet dust was gentlemen and ladies.

Some declare her poetry to be the finest by a woman in English.  It shows a great variety of imagery with dissimilar comparisons and unexpected conclusions.  She has been criticized for poor rhymes, obscure meaning, and lack of concern for science and humanity.

 (k) Edwin Arlington Robinson (1869-1935).

Miniver Cheevy,









The Children of the Night

(l) Edgar Lee Masters (1869-1950).
Spoon River Anthology:  (The Hill, and Anne Rutledge, are probably the best known ones).

A series of autobiographical sketches from beyond the grave is by former residents of an imaginary Midwestern town, Spoon River.  Masters’s Poetry is conversational in tone, easy to read and understand.

(m) Robert Frost (1875-1963).
Mending Wall, The Road Not Taken, Fire and Ice, Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening, The Death of the Hired Man.



Frost expresses with dignity and quiet tone the life of New England.

(n) Carl Sandburg (1878-1967).
Chicago, Happiness, I Am the People, the Mob, Psalm of Those Who Go Forth before Daylight, Grass, Fog.

Sandburg tends toward the opposite direction to Frost --- toward vivid and pungent overstatement in describing people at work and in extolling the virtues of the common man.

(o) Robinson Jeffers (1887-1962).
Shine, Perishing Republic;  Science;  To the Stone-Cutters; Prescription of Painful Ends; Eagle Valor, Chicken Mind; Hurt Hawks.

A California poet often combines descriptions of the California coast with pessimistic social comment.

(p) T.S. Eliot (1885-1965)
Gerontion, The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock, The Waste Land.

Eliot is sometimes classed as an American author, having been born here and having lived here until age 26, when he became a British citizen.  The Waste Land has become a major influence in modern poetry, because its outspoken disillusionment with man and because of its new poetic form.  Eliot is an intellectual and allegorical poet, and his poems contain cryptic references and allusions that will not be understood even by well educated readers.  This sort of thing seems to appeal to other poets but not much to the general reader.  Prufrock is the only one that has found much popular favor.  You may want to try some of The Waste Land  to see if you can make anything of it.  Paperback editions (it’s a fairly long poem) are available with Eliot’s notes at the back “explaining” the poem.  They don’t help much.


(q) Edna St. Vincent Millay (1892-1950)

Passer Mortuus Est ( The Sparrow is Dead ), Love Is Not All, First Fig, Euclid Alone Has Looked on Beauty Bare, Three Sonnets in Tetrameter.

Easy poetry for those who think they don’t like poetry.


(r) Stephen Vincent Benét (pron. Bĕn-ā)
(1898-1943)

American Names, Litany for Dictatorships, Ode to Walt Whitman, Thanks, Sparrow, Dinner in a Quick Lunch Room.

Many of his works are concerned with the horrors of war, dehumanization by machines, and political and social injustice.


(s) E.E. Cummings (1894-1963)

next to of course god, Beauty Hurts Mr. Winal, come, gaze with me upon this dome, pity the busy monsters, manunkind.

E.E. Cummings has been called “a terror of typesetters, an enigma to book reviewers, and the special target of the world’s literary philistines.”  He enjoyed a fad among intellectuals in the 1930’s, but his peculiarities of typography and syntax seem now to detract from more than to enhance his work.



89. Leo Tolstoy,
War and Peace (in Russian, Война и мир, voiná ee meer), 1869

Called the national novel of Russia, this large (4-volume) novel symbolizes the peasant as the embodiment of everything good in Russia and shows how the different classes of society react in time of war.  Tolstoy (himself a member of the aristocracy) was not writing primarily in support of a classless society, but trying to illustrate his theory that history is made largely by chance, not by the efforts of great men or small.  The book deals with the Napoleonic era (1805-1813) and Napoleon’s invasion of Russia, but Napoleon and General Kutuzov (the Russian army commander) are not principal characters.  Instead, there is an endless succession of incidents; characters appear and disappear, not to be heard of again.  Some critics say that this gives the novel a sense of the chaotic and irresistible march of life that no other novel has succeeded in establishing.

It would be impossible to give a brief plot summary of such a novel, but the narrative does center on four families high in Russian society:  the Bezuhovs, Rostovs, Bolkonskis, and Kuragins, many of whom manage to hold on throughout the book.  (For reading Russian novels, you need the information on Russian proper names given in 94.)  The best way to get through this great work (magnum opus) is to set aside a definite time (15 or 30 minutes a day, say) and don’t let anything interfere with that time.

Many historian assert that the French failed at Borodino because Napoleon had a cold in the head;  that if he had not had a cold, the orders given by him before and during the battle would have been even more remarkable for their genius, and Russia would have been lost and the face of the world have been changed.  To such historians, who can maintain that Russia was transformed at the will of one man – Peter the Great -- … the conclusion that Russia has remained a great power because of Napoleon’s cold may seem convincing,…as inevitable as the contention, which Voltaire maintains in jest, that the St. Bartholomew Massacre was a result of an attack of dyspepsia suffered by Charles IX.  But for other minds…the question, What is the cause of historical events?...will suggest another answer.

      Part X, Chapter 28

90. Henry George, Progress and Poverty 
1879

(Selections)

George’s book has been one of the most influential by an American economist (along with 103).  The first part of the book offers an analysis of the workings and ills of the capitalist economic system, and attempts to solve the inquiry set forth in the first chapter:  “Why, in spite of increase in productive power, do wages tend toward a minimum which will give but a bare living?”  The second part of the book advances a theory that George championed the single tax concept, based on land usage and paid to the community; it is not of great importance today.  George held that private ownership of land was improper.

Introduction – The Problem, Book I – Chap. I,II,III,IV,V, Book II – I, II, Book V, Book VI


The assumption that it is self-evident that labor must be subsisted from capital…runs through the whole fabric of current political economy.  And so confidently is it held that maintenance of labor is drawn from capital that the proposition “population regulates itself by the funds which are to employ it and therefore always increases…with increase of capital,” is regarded as equally axiomatic, and in its turn made the basis of important reasoning.


Yet, being resolved, these propositions are seen to be not self-evident, but absurd.  For they involve the idea that labor cannot be exerted until the products of labor are saved --- thus putting the product before the producer…Let us see if this be true:  The canoe which Robinson Crusoe made with such infinite toil and pains was a production in which his labor could not yield an immediate return.  But was it necessary that, before he commenced, he should accumulate a stock of food sufficient to maintain him while he felled the tree, hewed out the canoe, and finally launched her into the sea?  Not at all.

Book I, Chapter 4

91. PIERRE LOTI

rarahu (the marriage of loti)
1880

A not-very-great book by a minor French author, but an example of the short, exotic, bittersweet, romantic sort of thing that is sometimes enjoyable.  It describes the author’s arrival in Tahiti, his courtship and his marriage to a Polynesian girl, their life and the court life in the Tahiti of the 1870’s, and their inevitable separation.  They were friends of Queen Pomaré.  This novel was partly responsible for the American and European belief that Polynesia was a paradise on earth; the painter, Gauguin, and the writer, Robert Louis Stevenson, went there looking for a life of ease and beauty.  The book is partly autobiographical, partly fictional.

“Loti,” said Queen Pomaré a month later, in her big hoarse voice, “Loti, why should you not marry little Rarahu of Apiré.  It would be far better, I assure you, and would do you good among the people.”  We were under the verandah of the palace when the question was put to me.  I was lying at full length on a mat and held five cards which had just been dealt to me by my friend Téria; before me reclined my singular adversary in the game---the queen, who had a perfect passion for écarté…Outside the rain was falling, the warm-scented torrent which comes with the summer tempests in those latitudes.










Chapter XIII

92. WILLIAM S. GILBERT,
librettos of the Gilbert and Sullivan operettas 

                                                                1875-99 (Selections)

Gilbert records, in an amusing way, the stereotyped attitudes of the typical middle-class Englishman of the late Victorian period.  No hero from a G. & S. operetta neglects his duty, mistreats a woman, or marries outside his social class.  Snobs, esthetes, intellectuals, MP’s (Members of Parliament) and the nobility are targets of Gilbert’s barbs.  The banality of these operetta plots might long ago have consigned them to oblivion, but, instead, they live on; it is said that hardly a day passes without a G. & S. operetta presentation somewhere in the English-speaking world, 100 years after they were written.  They survive because they have three things that most modern stage musicals lack:  clever dialogue, tuneful music, and an emphasis on the good and the pleasant.  Groucho Marx, the famous film comedian, said that he prized Gilbert’s works over all other humor, and that they had been most influential in patterning his own style of humor.

Operetta librettos (the words to be sung) usually make silly and repetitious reading, but some of Gilbert’s are an exception.  Suggestions:

(a) Patience
(b) Pirates of Penzance (Act I, Major-General’s song, Act II, Police sergeant’s song), (c) Pinafore (I, Sir Joseph’s song, “I am the Monarch of the sea…When I was a lad…”), (d) Iolanthe (II, Mountararat’s song, “When Britain really ruled...”, Lord Chancellor’s song, “When you’re lying awake…”, (e) The Mikado, Act I.  Many of the witticisms are in the dialogue between the songs, not in the songs, and, of course, you need to hear the music in your head when you read the songs for the best effect.
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When in that House M.P.’s divide

 If they’ve a brain and cerebellum, too,

 They’ve got to leave that brain outside

 And vote just as their leaders tell’em to.

But then the prospect of a lot 

Of dull M.P.’s in close proximity

All thinking for themselves, is what

No man can face with equanimity.
                   Iolanthe, Act I

93. GUY DE MAUPASSANT,

SHORT STORIES

ca. 1880

(a) A Piece of String

(b) Boule de Suif (Fat-Ball)

(c) The Necklace

These are three of the best known stories by an author often called the world’s master of the short story.  Many of Maupassant’s stories concern life in Paris, peasant life in Normandy, or the supernatural.  (The author’s name is pron. gee (hard g) dē mō-pah-sahn (nasal ahn).)

Her friend uttered a cry. “Oh, my poor Mathilde!  How you have changed!”

“Yes, I have had a very hard life, since I last saw you, and, if you would believe it, all because of you.”

“Because of me!  How could that be?”

“Do you remember that diamond necklace you lent me to wear to the minister’s ball?”

“Yes.  Well, what of it?  You returned it to me the next day, as I recall.”

“No, I lost it.”










The Necklace

94. FYODOR DOSTOEVSKY,
THE BROTHERS KARAMÁZOV (pron. Dŏ-stŏ-yěf-skǐ) 1880

Considered Dostoevsky’s best novel (he also wrote Crime and Punishment and The Idiot), this book combines passion, violence, and Russian mysticism into a fascinating study of psychological motivation.  Here the novel no longer tells just a story, as in Dumas and earlier English novels, but probes the behavior of the characters; in this novel, Dostoevsky is particularly concerned with what happens to an idealist when he is faced with the harsh world of realists.

A note on proper names in Russian may be a help to those reading Russian novels for the first time.  Russian men bear a Christian name followed by a “patronymic” (a name derived from their father’s first name, like Wilson or Johnson in English, ending usually in –evich or –ovich).  Thus the hero in this novel is named Alexei Fyodorovich Karamazov.  In polite address, Russians use both the Christian name and the patronymic, as in “Good morning, Alexei Fyodorovich.”  In familiar speech, family and close friends usually use a diminuitive form of the Christian name (like Bill or Billy for William):  Alyosha for Alexei, Mitya for Dmitri, Vanya or Vanka for Ivan.

Women’s names follow a similar pattern, with –evna or –ovna for the patronymic ending.  Thus Ekaterina Ivanovna (daughter of Ivan) is familiarly called Katya.  If you don’t know this, you may suffer the confusion of many readers of Russian novels---something like,”I didn’t discover till I was half-way through that Natalya was the same person as Natasha Ilyinishna and Natalya Ilyevna Rostova.”  (Rostova is the wife of Rostov.)  Some translations of Russian novels have a list of principal characters with their various aliases in the front of the book.

“He has come to complain of me, father!” cried a voice familiar to Alyosha—the voice of the schoolboy—from behind the curtain.  “I bit his finger just now.”  The curtain was pulled, and Alyosha saw his assailant lying on a little bed made of his coat and an old wadded quilt.  He was evidently unwell, and, judging by his glittering eyes, he was in a fever.  He looked at Alyosha without fear, as though he felt that he could not be touched at home…

“I’ll thrash him, sir, at once---this minute!” cried the father, jumping up from his seat.

“But, I’m not complaining at all, I’m simply telling you…I don’t want him to be thrashed.  Besides, he seems to be ill,” said Alyosha.

“And do you suppose I’d thrash him?  That I’d take my Ilusha and thrash him in front of your eyes for your satisfaction?...I am sorry about your finger, sir; but instead of thrashing Ilusha would you like me to chop off my four fingers with this knife to satisfy your wrath?...You won’t ask for a fifth one, too?”  He stopped short with a catch in his throat.  Every feature in his face was twitching and working...He was in a sort of frenzy.








Volume II, Part iv, Chapter 6

95. HENRIK IBSEN,

PLAYS
(1866-99)
(One of the plays listed below)

(a) An Enemy of the People, 1882

(b) Ghosts, 1881

(c) Peer Gynt, 1867

(d) Hedda Gabler, 1890

(e) A Doll’s House, 1879


Ibsen, a Norwegian, one of the world’s outstanding dramatists, believed that society profits most when each individual develops his own abilities to the maximum, that meaningless convention can be disregarded in the individual’s efforts to develop his own capacities, and that the greatest evil one person can do someone near to him is the denial of love.  His numerous plays are all significant and memorable, and are noted for dramatic last lines or last-line actions.

An Enemy of the People points out the hypocrisy of society; an outstanding citizen threatens his small town’s prosperity when he wants to publicize that is supposedly beneficial health waters are in fact polluted.. Ghosts brought the issue of venereal disease to the stage for the first time; the young man of the play deteriorates from inherited syphilis, a much more serious threat in those days than now when drug treatment is available.  Peer Gynt (Peer is the Norse form of Peter), unlike the others, is not a problem play but a poetic drama of the exploits of a boastful hero of Norse legend.  (Anitra’s Dance from Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite recalls his encounter with an Arab dancer.)  In A Doll’s House, Ibsen brought to the stage for the first time the idea that a woman might leave her husband if he didn’t love her --- the sound of the slamming door in the final scene was said to have been heard round the world.

96. ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON,

THE BLACK ARROW

1888

A good story with useful historical information, laid in the period of the Wars of the Roses (1400-1500) in England, the period of Shakespeare’s historical plays (Henry IV, V, VI, Richard III).  Stevenson also wrote Treasure Island (1883), a novel that pleases and excites children, and The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1887), a very short novel that fails to live up to what may be expected of it in view of the horror and suspense of its movie versions.  Another famous Stevenson novel for children is Kidnapped.

Even now, my lord,” Dick answered, “I am ignorant of whom I speak with.”

Is it so?” asked the other.  “Any yet ye threw yourself head first into this unequal battle.”

“I saw one man valiantly contending against many,” replied Dick, “and I had thought myself dishonoured not to bear him aid.”

A singular sneer played about the young nobleman’s mouth as he made answer:

“These are brave words.  But to the more essential --- are ye Lancaster or York?”

“My lord, I make no secret; I am clear for York,” Dick answered.








Book V, Chapter I

97. MARK TWAIN (SAMUEL CLEMENS),
HUCKLEBERRY FINN (1884) 

LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPI (1883)

Most Twain authorities say that Huckleberry Finn is his best work and the book that shows the best character development and most clearly portrays life along the Mississippi in days just before the Civil War.  In these somewhat more enlightened days, however, many readers (I’m one) find conversation in dialect and some of the older terms for blacks objectionable, and this detracts from some of Twain’s works.  I prefer Life on the Mississippi, in which he presents a series of autobiographical sketches enlarged by nostalgic recollection and imagination; the last part of the book was written a few years after the first, and lacks some of the spirit of the first part.  Most of Twain’s works are humorous, but the humor varies considerably ---some very funny, some dull.  The Innocents Abroad (1869) has some amusing comments on Old World sights and manners, done in a light-hearted style; Following the Equator (1897) is more satirical and pessimistic in tone.  Many of Twain’s short stories and essays are funny, but of varying quality.  If you know one of the Romance languages, you will find Italian without a Master and Italian with Grammar very amusing; also How to Tell a Story, and many others.

The boy started out of the pilot house,…when Brown, with a sudden access of fury, picked up a ten-pound lump of coal and sprang after him; but I was between, with a heavy stool, and I hit Brown a good honest blow which stretched him out.  I had committed the crime of crimes --- I had lifted my hand against the pilot on duty!  I supposed I was booked for the penitentiary sure, and couldn’t be booked any surer if I went ahead and squared my long account with this person while I had the chance; consequently I stuck to him and pounded his with my fists for a considerable time…In the end, he struggled free and jumped up and sprang to the wheel…He ordered me out of the pilot-house with more than Comanche bluster.  But I was not afraid of him now; so, instead of going I tarried and criticized his grammar.  I reformed his ferocious speeches for him and put them into good English…









Life o.t.M., Chapter 19

98. EDWARD BELLAMY,
LOOKING BACKWARD:
2000-1887
1888

This is the most famous of the American Utopian novels, in which the author proposes a planned community combining some of the best features of capitalism and socialism.  The whole is cast into a rather flimsy plot to help carry on the discussion.  The proposals are persuasively argued and made to seem sensible.  Another such book was William Dean Howells’s A Traveller from Altruria (1894).  One has to bear in mind that these writers were looking at changes in the economic scene from 1850 to 1890, a time considerably different from ours.

“You were surprised,” Dr. Leete said, “at my saying that we get along without money or trade, but a moment’s reflection will show that trade existed and money was needed in your day simply because the business of production was left in private hands…But as soon as the nation became the sole producer of all sorts of commodities, there was no need of exchanges between individuals…A system of direct distribution from the national storehouses took the place of trade in individual stores,…

“How is this distribution managed?” I asked.

“On the simplest possible plan,” replied Dr. Leete.  “A credit corresponding to his share of the annual production of the nation is given to every citizen,… and a credit card issued him…good for a year.









Chapter 9

99. GRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE
(pron. neet’-shě),
THUS SPAKE ZARATHUSTRA (1881-88)










Selections from ESSAYS

Nietzsche is best known for his philosophical concept of the Superman (Übermensch), developed in his philosophical poem, Thus Spake Zarathustra.  (The name is a form of Zoroaster, the god of the Zend-Avesta, the religious writings of the ancient Persians, and the book is written in a pseudo-Biblical style with many aphorisms and proverbs.)  The Superman is, according to Nietzsche, to be a new step in evolution, derived from the finest specimens of man, who will perfect themselves by rigid selective breeding, ruthless rivalry with others (to select the fittest), and self-culture of mind and body.  This philosophy has fallen into low regard after Hitler reputedly made it the basis of his master-race program.  As with Schopenhauer (60A), technical students may prefer a book of excerpts from Nietzsche’s essays to this philosophical work of largely objectionable ideas.

Many die too late and some die too soon…Die at the right time:  thus teacheth Zarathustra…I commend unto you free death, that cometh to me because I will.  Ye have served the people and the superstitions of the people, all ye famous Wise Men--- ye have not served Truth.   And for that very reason have ye been revered.

Full is earth of the superfluous, marred is life by the much-too-many.










From Thus Spake Zarathustra

[image: image26.png]


100. ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE,
THE ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES
1891

A collection of twelve short stories, containing probably the best ones (The Redheaded League, The Speckled Band, etc.) Doyle also wrote four other collections of short stories about Holmes (Memoirs, Return, Case Book, Last Bow), and four novel-length stories about Holmes (Study in Scarlet, The Sign of Four, The Valley of Fear, and The Hound of the Baskervilles).  His short stories are more enjoyable than his novels.  Many readers find the quiet undertone of suspense and the Victorian style and setting of these stories preferable to the multiple murder, violence and crude language of modern detective stories.  Sometimes no real crime at all occurs --- just a series of puzzling events that Holmes untangles with the aid of Dr. Watson’s well meant but badly executed assistance.  Holmes fans can keep track  of all the details in these stories (Which young lady in which story was made by whom to sit where at what time of every day while wearing what kind of dress, and why?  Why was the ventilator that didn’t ventilate installed, and why was the bell-rope that didn’t operate put beside it?)

If you have an edition with the long story, A Study in Scarlet, in it, you should read the first two chapters of that story before starting on the short stories; it was the first story written, and it gives the details of how Holmes and Watson came to be associated (the rest of it is not so good).

Looking over Holmes’s shoulder, I saw that on the pavement opposite there stood a large woman with a heavy fur boa round her neck…her body oscillated backward and forward, and her fingers fidgeted with her glove buttons.

“I have seen these symptoms before,” said Holmes…”Oscillation upon the pavement always means an ‘affaire de coeur’.  She would like advice, but is not sure that the matter is not too delicate…But here she comes in person to resolve our doubts.”  As he spoke there was a tap at the door, and the boy in buttons entered to announce Miss Mary Sutherland…Sherlock Holmes welcomed her with the easy courtesy for which he was remarkable, and having closed the door and bowed her into an armchair, he looked her over in the minute and yet abstracted fashion which was peculiar to him.

“Do you not find,” he said, “that with your short sight it is a little trying to do so much typewriting?”










A Case of Identity

101. OSCAR WILDE,
Play:  THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST

1895

This play is a good example of the sophisticated comedy of manners that has always been more popular on the British stage than on the American.  It shows Wilde at his best as writer of witty epigrams.  Some critics call it the only play written in English in the 1800’s worthy of being preserved as a classic.  Wilde’s compulsion to attract public attention, his appearances as a long-haired esthete talking of beauty, his impudent public remarks, and his jailing on a charge of homosexuality made him the most widely discussed literary figure since Byron.  (When the lurid excesses charged against Wilde at his trial were told to a very old member of the staid Albemarle Club, his amusing reply was, “I don’t care what he does, as long as he doesn’t do it in the streets and frighten the horses.”)  Wilde’s only well known novel, The Portrait of Dorian Gray, has a curious plot in which the subject’s portrait ages and shows his evil character, while he, himself, remains unchanged.

Lady Bracknell has just come upon her daughter, Gwendolen, in the arms of Jack, and her nephew, Algernon, embracing Cecily.

Lady B.
Gwendolen!  What does this mean?

Gwen.

Merely that I am engaged to be married to Mr. Worthing, Mamma.

Lady B.
Come here.  Sit down.  Sit down immediately.  Hesitation of any kind is a sign of mental decay in the young, of physical weakness in the old.  (Turns to Jack) Apprised, sir, of my daughter’s sudden flight by her trusty maid,…I followed her at once by a luggage train.  Her unhappy father is, I am glad to say, under the impression that she is attending a more than usually lengthy lecture by the University Extension on the Influence of a Permanent Income on Thought.  I do not propose to undeceive him.  Indeed I have never undeceived him on any question.  I would consider it wrong.  But of course you will understand that all communication between you and my daughter must cease immediately from this moment…

Cecily.

Mr. Moncrieff and I are also engaged to be married, Lady Bracknell.

Lady B.
…The number of engagements that goes on here seems to me considerably above the proper average that statistics have laid down for our guidance.

102. THOMAS HARDY,
The Return of the Native

1878

The last and perhaps the most respected of the late Victorian poet-novelists, Hardy is a thoroughgoing realist with little sense of humor.  His characters struggle valiantly for a happy life but are defeated by fate or circumstance.  In this novel, an ill-starred woman, Eustacia Vye, is caught in a love triangle.  In another novel, Jude the Obscure, the most relentlessly pessimistic of his works, a young man seeks knowledge but cannot go to college, is trapped into an unhappy marriage, and is lead into disaster by his true love.  Hardy lays his novels in southern England, a region he calls Wessex; we must believe that it is a region fraught with emotional disaster.  Two of his other novels, The Mayor of Casterbridge and Tess of the D’Urbervilles are well known and of a similar nature.  If you plan to go to southern England, sometime, read Hardy before you go.  You’ll find his cottage and a place very like Egdon Heath near Dorchester in Dorset.

“You would not have kept me waiting so long had you known what I came about,” Wildeve said with bitterness.  “Still, you are worth waiting for.”

“What has happened?” said Eustacia.  “I did not know you were in trouble.  I, too, am gloomy enough.” …

“Mrs. Yeobright says she wishes me to give up Thomasin because another man is anxious to marry her…”

“And you come to get me because you cannot get her.  This is certainly a new position altogether.  I am to be a stop-gap.”  …Eustacia remained in a sort of stupefied silence.  What curious feeling was this coming over her?  Was it really possible that her interest in Wildeve had been so entirely the result of antagonism that the glory…departed from the man with the first sound that he was no longer coveted by her rival?  She was, then, secure of him at last…What a humiliating victory!...What was the man worth whom a woman inferior to herself did not value?










Book I, Chapter XI

103. THORSTEIN VEBLEN,

THE THEORY OF THE LEISURE CLASS

1899

An influential study by an American economist of economic and cultural standards in America.  Veblen’s basic hypothesis (that conspicuous consumption and waste are the way of the leisure class and that all society tries to imitate them) is illustrated by many examples.  The book is written with a brilliant and sarcastic wit, and is therefore still enjoyable even though some of the targets it attacks are no longer significant issues.  Unfortunately, many still are.

Much of the charm that invests the patent-leather shoe, the stainless linen, the lustrous cylindrical top-hat, and the walking stick, which so greatly enhance the dignity of a gentleman, comes of their suggestion of leisure --- the suggestion that the wearer, when so attired, cannot bear a hand in any employment that is directly and immediately of any human use.








(From Chapter 7 on Dress)

104. HENRY JAMES,
Short Stories: DAISY MILLER (1878), THE ASPERN PAPERS, THE TURN  
                                                                                                     OF THE SCREW (1898)
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Henry James has exerted a great influence on modern literature and is respected by critics for his innovations.  He developed the method of minute analysis of seemingly insignificant experiences, a method also followed by Proust (114).  His short stories are usually more appealing to beginning readers than his novels, in which he often spends so much time analyzing how each character reacts to what every other character says and does that he seems to lose the story altogether.  Many of his novels have a neurotic woman as the central figure, often an American traveling in Europe.  Some of the best known are Washington Square(1881), Portrait of a Lady (1881), The Bostonians (1886), and The Wings of the Dove (1902).  The earlier ones are easier to read.

Most educated people would know at once that the following passage is from Henry James, from its style, although only a James expert would be able to identify the story:

He could not see, in the dimness of the carriage, that she had flushed quickly at his last remark, and he did not know that she disliked to be reminded of certain things which, for her, were mitigations of the hard feminine lot…But what struck him, rather, was the oddity of so sudden a sharpness of pitch in an intercourse which, an hour or two before, had begun in perfect amity, and he burst once more into an irrepressible laugh.  This made his companion feel, with intensity, how little she was joking.  “I don’t know why I should care what you think,” she said.









(Bostonians, Chapter 3)

105. RUDYARD KIPLING

CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS (1897),
KIM (1902)

Two short novels usually read in childhood, but they might also be enjoyed by adults.  (I suppose that books classified as “children’s” or “young people’s” books differ from adults’ books chiefly in that they contain almost no references to sex or personal violence, that they often have a child as one of the main characters, and that they deal with universal topics that a child can understand:  love, travel, animals, supernatural, etc., rather than topics that might be of interest only to adults:  status, sexual irregularities, medical and legal matters, money-making, etc.) Kim conveys an interesting picture of life in India under British rule (as seen through English eyes).  For children, incidentally, Kipling’s Just-So Stories and Jungle Books are very entertaining, but one should select passages with some caution in reading Kipling to children because his writing often conveys to children (whose judgment is not great enough to compensate) an objectionably patronizing attitude toward non-British peoples and customs.  Of course, one should always read to children in an interpretive way, explaining that (sensible) people no longer hold to former prejudices and practices and customs that were cruel, discriminatory, unkind, or unscientific.  So, at least, do we see some advance of the human race and some point in the miracle of life and its continuing cycles.

The old man caught at Kim’s wrist.  “And thou wilt return in this very same shape?

Is it too late tonight to look for the River?

“Too late and too dark.  Be comforted.  Think how far thou art on the road—an hundred kos from Lahore already.”

“Yea, and farther from my monastery.  Alas!  It is a great and terrible world.”  Kim stole out and away, as unremarkable a figure as ever carried his own and a few score thousand other folk’s fate slung around his neck…He slipped through the garden hedge and hid in a clump of plumed grass close to the veranda…  Presently, forth came an Englishman, dressed in black and white, humming a tune.  It was too dark to see his face, so Kim, beggar-wise, tried an old experiment.

“Protector of the Poor!”  The man backed toward the voice.  “Manhbub Ali says…”

“Manhbub Ali has given me this proof.”  Kim flipped the wad of folded paper into the air, and it fell on the path beside the man.









Chapter 2
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106. Sigmund Freud,

Selections from Writings

1895-1908

Various excerpts from Freud’s works are available --- in the Modern Library edition, for example.  They make more interesting reading than the discussions of them in most psychology textbooks.  (There’s not much point in reading secondary discussions if the primary sources are readily available and understandable.)  Most of the articles are short, and one can choose topics that interest him --- e.g., Forgetting of Proper Names, Mistakes in Speech, The Savage’s Dread of Incest, Infant Sexuality, etc.  It seems undeniable that Freud has become one of the writers most influential in shaping things in the 20th Century; many people these days find their psychoanalyst a necessary part of life.

107. Anton Chekhov
One of his four plays:  The Cherry Orchard (1904), Three Sisters, The Sea Gull, 
                                     Uncle Vanya.

Chekhov is often considered Russia’s third writer (after Pushkin and Tolstoy).  He wrote many short stories (one mentioned in 64), in addition to the four well known plays named above.  His plays enjoy continued popularity (often performed these days on television), partly because they emphasize the essential loneliness of the individual and the lack of communication between people.  Chekhov characters seem often to be living each in his own world, not talking to or making sensible replies to any other character.  The Cherry Orchard concerns the decision facing an old Russian aristocratic family in selling their cherry orchard for building to avoid financial disaster; it is said to be Chekhov’s most characteristic work.  Chekhov purposely sought to avoid unusually dramatic action or devices on the stage, believing that a play should reflect the reality of daily life.  He apologized in his memoirs for allowing a pistol shot in one of his plays.

108. George Bernard Shaw
One of his many plays.






Pygmalion (1912), Saint Joan, Major Barbara

Shaw is the best known and most respected dramatist in English since Shakespeare.  Many of the prefaces to his plays, in which he develops his philosophy at length, have become as well known as the plays.  His Pygmalion, based on the Greek myth of the sculptor whose statue of the beautiful Galatea came to life, has become well known in its modern musical form (My Fair Lady).  Saint Joan is a sympathetic treatment of the character and motivation of Joan of Arc.  In Major Barbara (she is a major in the Salvation Army), Shaw explores the motivation of industrialists and women fighting for social causes.  An enjoyable way to read plays is with a small congenial group of friends (who can read well), who draw for parts.  What the occasion gains in sociability, however, it usually loses in memorability; one remembers the play better if he reads it himself.

109. Edith Wharton,
Ethan Frome

1911

A short novel, but a masterpiece in character study of three New Englanders whose existence is bleak and whose prospects are bleaker.  A pleasanter but less memorable novel by Mrs. Wharton is the Age of Innocence, a study of New York’s high society in the 1870’s (a group to which the author belonged by birth and by marriage.)

His wife’s attitude was unchanged, her face inexorable, and Ethan was seized with the despairing sense of his helplessness.

“You ain’t going to do it, Zeena?”

“Do what?” she emitted between flattened lips.

“Send Mattie away---like this?”

“I never bargained to take her for life!”

He continued with rising vehemence:  “You can’t put her out of the house like a thief---a poor girl without friends or money.  She’s done her best for you and she’s got no place to go.  You may forget she’s your kin but everybody else’ll remember it.  If you do a thing like that what do you suppose folks’ll say of you?”  Zeena…replied in the same smooth voice:  “I know well enough what they say of my having kep’ her here as long as I have.”  Ethan’s hand dropped from the door knob…His wife’s retort was like a knife-cut across the sinews and he felt suddenly weak and powerless.











Chapter 7

110. Joseph Conrad,
Lord Jim 1900

Conrad ( born Korzeniowski of Polish parents in Russia ) served on French and English ships, becoming at 23 an officer in the British merchant shipping service.  Although some of the style and power of his writing derives from his complete familiarity with three languages, few readers will be able to detect that he was not a native English speaker.  This novel is considered one of his three best, and, like many of the others, it reflects the author’s familiarity with merchant ships and the South Seas.  The novel follows the hero, Jim, who wanders the East in a futile attempt to escape and expiate the guilt he feels over an act of cowardice he committed in a panic when he was an officer on the Patna.  You may find Conrad hard to get started in; he has some annoying time discontinuities and flashbacks.  If you stick with him a while, you’ll come to appreciate his skill at character portrayal and setting an atmosphere.

Jim spent the day with the old ‘nakhoda’ preaching the necessity of vigorous action to the principal men of the Bugis community, who had been summoned for a big talk.  He remembered with pleasure how very eloquent and persuasive he had been.  “I managed to put some backbone into them that time, and no mistake.”

Sheriff Ali’s last raid had swept the outskirts of the settlement, and some women belonging to the town and been carried off to the stockade.










Chapter 31

111. John Muir,

The Yosemite


1900

Not a great book, but those with an interest in the natural beauty of California may want to know this short work of John Muir, a Scotsman who became one of America’s best known conservationists.  Muir lived in the Yosemite region from 1868 to 1873, and was largely responsible for making it a national park.  His descriptions of Yosemite in full flood, a suspended waterfall, exploration of an ice cone, a ride on an avalanche, and a dangerous exploit in reaching the edge of the Yosemite Fall are all memorably written.  The book is available in paperback (Doubleday Anchor, N26) with diagrams and photographs (badly reproduced).

Only once during all the years I have lived in the Valley have I seen it in full flood bloom.  In 1871…awakened by the roar, I looked out and at once recognized the extraordinary character of the storm…The section of the north wall visible from my cabin was fairly streaked with new falls---wild roaring singers that seemed strangely out of place…The mountain waters, suddenly liberated, seemed to be holding a grand jubilee…while the whole valley throbbed and trembled…








Chapter II

112. Somerset Maugham,
Of Human Bondage


1915

A rather long (700 pp.) modern novel that some critics call a classic.  Engineering majors may find themselves a little impatient with the hero, Philip Carey, who makes several false starts (art student, accountant, medical student) and allows his heart to fall into bondage to a heartless woman whom he does not even find particularly congenial.  But the book is a masterful character study.

Maugham has written also a good many short stories, e.g., Rain, about a missionary’s downfall in Pago-Pago; many of them, like Michener’s, are set in the South Seas.  Maugham’s writing has a clinical exactness about it that makes it not quite dull but certainly unimpassioned.  Another of his novels is The Moon and Sixpence, based on the life of the Impressionist painter, Gauguin; his third-person manner of narration, as if he were a bystander who reports what he has heard, detracts from the excitement that this story might have had.

Feminine sympathy was new to him, and he delighted in someone who gave a willing ear to all his troubles.  The hours went quickly with Norah.  He could not help comparing her with Mildred; and he contrasted with the one’s obstinate stupidity, which refused interest in everything she did not know, the other’s quick appreciation and ready intelligence.  His heart sank when he thought that he might have been tied for life to such a woman as Mildred.









Chapter 66 (of 122)

(But don’t assume from this excerpt that Mildred is out of the picture.)

113. Upton Sinclair,

The Jungle

1906

One of the most influential American novels, Sinclair’s depiction of the intolerable working conditions and sanitation standards in the Chicago slaughterhouses aroused public indignation and led to the passage of the Pure Food Laws.  It also established Sinclair as a leader in fighting for the working man’s rights.  The novel tells the story of a Lithuanian immigrant and a group of his relations and friends who live and die in Packingtown and suffer there the worst evils to be found in American industry, politics, and society.  Sinclair’s real purpose in writing the book was to protest oppression of the working man and thus to make an appeal for the acceptance of socialism.  He was disappointed in this aim, for the book produced few converts.  Sinclair’s feeling about the book’s misdirected success was, “I aimed at the public’s heart and by accident I hit it in the stomach.”

If you have no interest in the history of social and economic injustice in the U.S., you’ll probably find this book on the dull side.

Jurgis had come to the stockyards, and thought he was going to make himself useful, and rise and become a skilled man, but he would soon find out his error---for nobody rose in Packingtown by doing good work.  You could lay that down for a rule--- if you met a man who was rising in Packingtown, you met a knave…  The man who told tales and spied upon his fellows would rise, but the man who minded his own business and did his work---why, they would speed him up until they had worn him out and then they would throw him into the gutter.








Chapter 5

114. Marcel Proust (pron. proost)
Remembrance of Things Past (A la Recherche du Temps Perdu) Volume I, Swann’s Way
1913

Proust’s masterpiece was published as 7 separate novels, but the entire work forms an integrated whole with the author’s principal themes interwoven through recurring events and characters.  Proust was the son of wealthy and cultured parents.  He was born in 1871 and, in his younger adult days, was well acquainted with high society in Paris, and with some of the aristocracy who reclaimed their titles under the Second Empire.  Around age 35, partly because of ill health, Proust withdrew from society to lead an invalid’s life, and spent some 17 years writing this magnum opus, in which he created an artistic reconstruction of his own life through the almost total recall of everything that had happened to him and to his acquaintances.  It should be understood, though, that the book is closer to stream-of-consciousness recollection than to autobiography.  Some critics say that Marcel in the novels represents Proust himself as a child, while the younger Swann represents Proust in his mature years.  Many of the characters are composites of people Proust knew.  The family members described so memorably in the first volume correspond closely to real members of Prousts’s family.  Most names, except the author’s own, are fictional.  The style of writing is difficult in places---long and complicated sentences.  (One English teacher at ECC has on his wall a chart showing a diagrammatic analysis of Proust’s longest sentence---77 lines (958 words) in Volume 4 in the common English translation by Scott-Moncrieff.)  Time expands with events or even runs backward.

The Moncrieff translation (2 volumes, with the first 4 novels in the first volume, the last 3 in the second) translates the French title as “Remembrance of Things Past,” from Shakespeare’s Sonnet XXX, When to the sessions of sweet silent thought/ I summon up remembrance of things past…  The French title means literally “In Search of Time Lost.” 

The first novel is titled “Swann’s Way,” in the English translation; in French it is “Du côté de chez Swann,” literally, “On the Way by Swann’s House.”  The English suggests that the book was something to do with Swann’s way (of life), which it does, but that is not the meaning of the French title, which refers to one of two roads where Marcel walked often as a child and the associations with the Swann family, when the Prousts spent their summers in the village of Combray.

Much has been written on the themes in Proust.  One of them is the belief that the pleasure of an experience comes not during the actual experience, when the mind is confused by many powerful conflicting feelings, but in the anticipation of the experience and the contemplation of it afterwards.  Thus, in the novel, Marcel finds that his experience of a much anticipated pleasure is always a disappointment.  Another theme is that love between two people is unequally felt by the two and therefore probably a disappointment to one, if not to both.  Another theme is that personality is not absolute but relative to the observer; in the book, we may find that we dislike a character upon first meeting or hearing of him, but our attitude changes when we find him praised by another character.  Another theme is that a casual physical sensation may trigger a process leading to almost complete recall of a part of our life.  The book begins when the mature Proust happens to taste a little cake (madeleine) dipped in tea, and the taste brings back the memory of the same taste at teatime at his aunt's house in Combray when he was a child, and from that, the whole of his childhood.  (One publisher, to whom Proust sent his first novel, rejected it with a note saying that he didn’t see how a gentleman could spend 50 pages describing the effect upon himself of tea and madeleines.)

In the 1930’s or 40’s, those who made some pretence to intellectual eminence felt that they must read all 7 volumes of Proust; few, today, have done so, and, indeed, many today would say that Proust’s preoccupation with the wealthy and aristocratic would not make it worth their while to read him, in view of all the pressing social and economic problems facing the world.  On the other hand I know people who say that Proust is one of their passions in life, and they can’t wait to finish in order to start over.  Most engineers and physics majors will probably find the first volume (Swann’s Way) enough.  (I didn’t.)  A famous modern physicist (I can’t remember who it was, now) said in his memoirs that the most vivid and affecting passage he remembered reading in any book was the description of Swann first touching Odette as he offered to rearrange her corsage (orchids) after a carriage jolt (p.178 in Volume 1).

This was not to say that Monsieur Legrandin was anything but sincere when he inveighed against snobs.  He could not (from his own knowledge, at least) be aware that he was one also, since it is only with the passions of others that we are ever really familiar, and what we come to find out about our own can be no more than what other people have shown us.  Upon ourselves our passions react but indirectly, through our imagination, which substitutes for our actual, primary motives other, secondary motives, less stark and therefore more decent.  Never had M. Legrandin’s snobbishness impelled him…to visit a duchess, as such.  Instead, it would set his imagination to make that duchess appear, in Legrandin’s eyes, endowed with all the graces.  He would then be drawn toward the duchess, assuring himself all the while that he was yielding to the attractions of her mind, and her other virtues, which the vile race of snobs could never understand.

Swann’s Way, p. 99
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115. H.G. Wells,
The Outline of History

1920

Wells is best known, as is Jules Verne, for his science fiction, like The Time Machine.  Works of this kind, however, have lost a lot of their interest in these days when actual scientific accomplishment often outruns the imagination of these writers.  (Science fiction is a genre that seems to appeal to youthful readers and to a few scientists, but not to many mature readers or people who love literature, who find it essentially non-human.  In fact, in most science fiction, the human beings have no important human characteristics --- they merely serve as observers of scientific or pseudo-scientific wonders.)

Wells’ Outline of History should, of course, be regarded as a useful reference book rather than a “great book,” but since most students from American schools know almost no history, it fills in some important background by giving a readable account of the outstanding events and personalities in human history---a background necessary for understanding most other books---and it brings together in one convenient volume what must usually be looked up in histories of different periods and nations.  Some historians have objected to the book, understandably, as superficial and unscholarly, but it is intended for the general reader, not the student of history.

In the thirteen months before June, 1794, there were 1220 executions…The queen was guillotined, and most of Robespierre’s antagonists were guillotined; atheists…were guillotined; Danton was guillotined because he thought there was too much guillotine…The reign of Robspierre lived on blood…And the grotesque thing about the story is that Robespierre was indubitably honest…He was inspired by a consuming passion for a new order of human life…The property of the rich, taxed or confiscated…to be divided among the poor…There was an attempt to abolish profit altogether, the rude incentive of most human commerce since the beginning of society.  Divorce was made as easy as marriage.  A new calendar was devised with …a week of ten days---that has long been swept away; also, the clumsy coinage and tangled weights and measures of old France gave place to the simple and lucid decimal system that still endures.  There was a proposal from one extremist group to abolish God, among other institutions, altogether, and to substitute the worship of Reason.  But against this, Robespierre set his face…”Atheism,” he said, “is aristocratic…”  So he guillotined Hébert, who had celebrated the Feast of Reason, and all his party.

P.916

116. JAMES JOYCE,
PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG MAN (1916)
     


ULYSSES (1922)

The first is an excellent autobiographical novel in which Joyce (Stephen Dedalus in the novel) describes his childhood in a conservative Dublin family, his education under strict Roman Catholic rules, and his gradual movement from religion and Irish patriotism to art, literature, and love.  There is not much of the Joycian stream-of-consciousness (or some call it “internal monologue”) technique used in this novel --- too much of it in Joyce’s later novels, Ulysses and Finnegan’s Wake.  Most of the school scenes will seem too authoritarian to American readers.  For the general reader, Portrait… is, I think, a better approach to Joyce than Ulysses, which few readers are able to finish or make much sense of.  Ulysses is one of the most famous books of the 20th Century, but its fame stems not so much from its content as from its unusual construction (a literary experiment) and the obscenity in some of its passages (not so unusual these days), which caused it to be banned in many countries (in the U.S. from 1922 to 1933).  The excerpt on the left is from Portrait…  On the right is a comment on Ulysses.

—But you have not answered my question—said Lynch—What is art?  What is the beauty it expresses?—That was the first definition I gave you, you sleepy-headed wretch—said Stephen—when I began to try to think out the matter for myself.  Do you remember the night?  Cranly lost his temper and began to talk about Wicklow bacon.—

—I remember—said Lynch.  He told us about those flaming fat devils of pigs.—

—Art—said Stephen—is the human disposition of sensible or intelligible matter for an esthetic end.  You remember the pigs and forgot that.  You are a distressful pair, you and Cranly.—

(Joyce likes the French way of printing quotations, with a dash.)

Ulysses

Makes no pretense of plot; it merely follows the unimportant activities and records all the thoughts, however insignificant, of its hero, Leopold Bloom of Dublin, on the day June 16, 1904.

Joyce intended every incident in Mr. Bloom’s day to have a parallel in Homer’s Odyssey (whence the title of the book); each occurrence is also connected with a particular time of the day, with a particular organ of the human body, and therefore with a particular art form and symbol.  A different technique is also employed in writing each section, including a 45-page stream of consciousness chapter recording Bloom’s wife’s thoughts as she engages in adultery.  (I pretended I had a coolness with her over him because he used to be a bit on the  jealous side                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

whenever he asked who are you going to and I said over to Floey and he made me the present of Lord Byrone poems and the three pairs of gloves so that finished that I could quite easily get him to make it up any time I know how Id even  supposing he got in with her again and was going out to see her somewhere Id know if he refused to eat the onions I know plenty of ways ask him to tuck down the collar of my blouse…etc. for 45 pages with no sentence or paragraph breaks).  

Chapter 3 reads:  Ineluctable modality of the visible; at least that if no more, thought through my eyes.  Signatures of all things I am here to read, seaspawn and seawrack, the nearing tide, that rusty boot.  Snotgreen, bluesilver, rust: colored signs.  Limits of the diaphane.  But he adds: in bodies…etc.
If one takes the trouble to trace down the meanings of some of this, by referring to a guide book on Ulysses, he can learn that this chapter is supposed to refer to Stephen Dedalus (he appears also in this book) representing Telemachus in the Odyssey in his meeting with Proteus, the slippery river god; the sudden change of language are supposed to suggest Proteus’ sudden transformations.  “Signatures of all things” refers to a line from Jacob Boehme, a philosopher who believed in the religion of Thoth.  There is a considerable doubt that the extensive effort required to understand what is in Ulysses (rather than just to read it for sense impressions) is worth the trouble.  I have had students tell me that they read Ulysses in high school and understood it; I’m very much inclined to doubt it
116 A. D.H. LAWRENCE, 

SONS AND LOVERS (1913)

LADY CHATTERLEY’S LOVER (1929)

D.H. Lawrence (not to be confused with T.E. Lawrence of Arabia who wrote The Seven Pillars of Wisdom) is the leading early novelist of Freudian sexuality.  Although his novels deal mostly with psychological-sexual relations, Lawrence denied that he emphasized a preoccupation with sex; instead, he said, he was trying to introduce into the public’s consciousness the basic realities of sex, because it was regarded as a taboo topic in society.  (His services would hardly be needed these days.)  His best writings show intensity of feeling and descriptive power, as well as careful portrayal of character.

Sons and Lovers is the study of a young man, Paul Morel, of artistic temperament, raised by sympathetic, possessive mother and a rough, abusive father.  He finds difficulty in his relations with two young women.  Lady Chatterleys’s Lover advances Lawrence’s notion that an intelligent, refined woman finds her greatest sexual fulfillment with a brutish, uneducated man.  (Could Lawrence have read Tarzan, written in 1914?)   The first two versions of Lady Chatterleys’s Lover were banned on charges of obscenity and pornography; the third version is the one now available.  It has acquired wider fame than it deserves because of the litigation and publicity involved in its publication.

It was as if Miriam could scarcely stand the shock of physical love, even a passionate kiss, and then Paul was too shrinking and sensitive to give it…He hated her, for she seemed in some way to make him despise himself.  Looking ahead, he saw the one light in the darkness, the window of the lamp-lit cottage…

”Well, everybody else has been in long ago!” said his mother as they entered.  

“What does that matter!” he cried irritably.  “I can go for a walk if I like, can’t I?” …

“Very well,” said his mother cuttingly, “then do as you like.”  And she took no further notice of him that evening, which he pretended neither to notice nor to care about, but sat reading.  Miriam read also, obliterating herself.  Mrs. Morel hated her for making her son like this.







Sons and Lovers, Chapter VII

117. CLARENCE DAY,          LIFE WITH FATHER          1920



Not on anybody’s list of great books, but an amusing bit of Americana---stories of Victorian father’s trying to maintain his ideals in the changing New York of the 1880’s.  It recalls a period and way of life largely unknown to today’s students.  The book was made into a play and a movie.  Day continued the stories in two more books, but this one is the best.

Father was a sociable man; he liked to sit and talk with us at home, or with his friends at the club…  He had no objection to callers who dropped in for a cup of tea and got out, but when a guest came to our door with a handbag—or, still worse, a trunk—he said it was a damned imposition.

What complicated the matter was that nobody stayed with us usually except Mother’s relatives.  Father’s relatives were well-regulated New Yorkers who stayed in their own homes, and he often told Mother that the sooner hers learned to, the better… When he got home for dinner and when Mother was obliged to confess that some of her relatives were concealed in the spare room,… if Mother hadn’t slammed the door, the visitors would have heard indignant roars about locusts who ought to be sent back to Egypt instead of settling on Father… The objectionable tribe, he explained to her, had two bad characteristics.  One was that they didn’t know enough to go to hotels.  New York was full of such structures, he pointed out, designed for the one special purpose of housing these nuisances…

118. SINCLAIR LEWIS, 
BABBITT

1922

Critics usually consider this to be Lewis’ best novel.  Babbitt is the American businessman of the first half of this century whose life is directed toward conforming to the standards of his peers, whose individuality is suppressed for fear of offending business relations, civic clubs, or his neighbors.  Lewis was the First American to win a Nobel Prize for literature; he is a satirist of what he considered the unworthy elements in the American way of life: hypocrisy, anti-intellectualism, bigotry, vulgarity, conformity, and materialism.

“I don’t see why they give us this old-fashioned junk by Milton and Shakespeare and Wordsworth…”  Ted protested…Babbitt looked up irritably from the comic strips in the Evening Advocate.  They composed his favorite literature and art, these illustrated chronicles in which Mr. Mutt hit Mr. Jeff with a rotten egg…  He plodded nightly through every picture, and during the rite he detested interruptions.  Furthermore, he felt that on the subject of Shakespeare he wasn’t really an authority.  Neither the Advocate-Times, the Evening Advocate, nor the Bulletin of the Zenith Chamber of Commerce had ever had an editorial on the matter, and until one of them had spoken he found it hard to form an original opinion.

119. EUGENE O’NEILL,
One of his plays:  Anna Christie (1921), The Hairy Ape 
(1922), Mourning Becomes Electra (1931), The Iceman 
Cometh (1946)

O’Neill won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1936 (the second American to do so, after Sinclair Lewis), and is accorded the position of America’s leading playwright.  It has been said that Greek tragedy was that of fate, Shakespearean tragedy that of character flaw, and O’Neill’s tragedy that of personal neuroticism.  His plays record “thwarted hopes, twisted loves, and canceled dreams,” as some commentator remarks.  He believed that part of the human sickness of the 20th Century was that man’s faith in God and in human goodness had died, and that nothing had come to replace it.

In Anna Christie, a young woman abandons prostitution to be reunited with her father, and falls in love with a sailor on her father’s barge.  She faces the problem of whether to reveal her past to them.  In Mourning Becomes Electra, O’Neill transfers the Agamemnon myth in the Greek tragedy by Aeschylus to a modern setting.  In The Hairy Ape, a ship’s stoker, disillusioned with life after finding that a woman he likes considers him a disgusting beast, finds that the company of a gorilla is preferable to human companionship.  Such an odd preference can hardly lead to a good end.
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120. FRANZ KAFKA, AMERIKA (1927) or THE TRIAL (1925) or THE CASTLE (1926)

Kafka’s novels are best known for an eerie, nightmarish quality in which the hero (always called just K. or Joseph K.) plods on toward a nebulous goal that he never reaches because he is constantly thwarted by strange happenings that he does not understand.  Most critics take the novels to be allegorical, in that they represent man’s ceaseless quest to understand God and the reason for being; man cannot succeed but he must keep striving, and he succeeds to the extent that he tries.  All three novels were unfinished and published posthumously---against Kafka’s wish, since he left instructions for his writings to be burned.  Kafka was Czech, but the novels were written in German.

The Trial (sometimes translated as The Lawsuit, original German Der Prozess) concerns a man arrested and brought to trial for a crime that he never understands.  The Castle (Das Schloss) tells of a man who has been hired by the owner of a castle to act as a surveyor, but is unable to gain entrance to the castle or find anyone who knows why he is there.  In Amerika, K. emigrates to America (which Kafka had never visited) and there has strange experiences; this novel has more action than the other two, and is pleasanter to read, but maybe not the most typically Kafkaesque.

“…On the other hand, my arrest can’t be an affair of any great importance, either.  I argue this from the fact that though I am accused of something, I cannot recall the slightest offence that might be charged against me…The real question is, who accuses me?  What authority is conducting these proceedings?  Are you officers of the law?  None of you has a uniform, unless your suit,” here he turned to Franz, “is to be considered a uniform, but it’s more like a tourist’s outfit.”...The Inspector flung the matchbox down on the table.  “You are laboring under a great delusion,” he said.  “These gentlemen here and myself have no status whatever in this affair of yours; indeed, we know hardly anything about it…”








The Trial, Chapter 1

121. F. SCOTT FITZGERALD, 
THIS SIDE OF PARADISE

1920

Fitzgerald has captured the hedonism and decadence of the “jazz age” or the “roaring ‘20’s” following World War I.  This book was his first successful novel, and although it is not considered so good as his later novels (The great Gatsby, Tender is the Night), it will probably appeal more to college-age students.  The story concerns Amory Blaine, rich and spoiled, a Princeton student who becomes disillusioned with college life (especially football) and turns to literature, high life and women (3).  Fitzgerald is said to describe better than anyone else the dialogue of flappers, playboys, neurotic wealthy women, and the drunken orgies associated with the 1920’s.  Catcher in the Rye, the popular novel by Salinger, written in 1957, was an updated version of about the same story as This Side of P.

He found it impossible to study conic sections; something in their calm and tantalizing respectability…distorted their equations into insoluable anagrams.  He made a last night’s effort with the proverbial wet towel, and then blissfully took the exam, wondering why all the color and ambition of the spring before had faded out.  Somehow, with the defection of Isabelle the idea of undergraduate success had loosed its grasp on his imagination, and he contemplated a possible failure…with equanimity, even though it would mean removal from Princetonian board and the slaughter of his chances for the Senior Council.
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122. WILLIAM FAULKNER,  
THE SOUND AND THE FURY 

1929

Faulkner, a Nobel winner in literature, is widely considered the leading U.S. writer of the mid-20th century.  His novels are laid in an imaginary county and town in Mississippi.  Many of his characters appear in several of the novels.  He has a unique style based on stream-of-consciousness and flashback techniques, and he is concerned primarily with the moral and economic decay of the South as reflected in the life of old Southern families now fallen upon hard times.  The title for this novel comes from Macbeth, V, 5: “a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury…”  Because of sudden switches of place and time, you need to read a way into this novel before you will understand the scheme of  it.  The first “chapter” (April 7, 1928) is related from the viewpoint of Benjy, one of the four Compson children, the next (June 2, 1910) is from the viewpoint of Quentin, brother to Benjy, Jason, Jr., and Candace (Caddy), all of whom are now (1928) in their 30’s.  To confuse matters, Candace has a daughter also named Quentin, now around 17, who has stolen some money and is about to run away, and the novel tells in a disconnected way of events leading up to this present unpleasant situation.

(From Chapter 3, told from the viewpoint of Jason, Jr., the most businesslike and also the meanest of the four Compson children.)

I grapped her (his niece, Quentin) by the arm.  She dropped the cup.  It broke on the floor and she jerked back, looking at me, but I held her arm.  Dilsey (the old black housekeeper) got up from her chair.  “You, Jason,” she says.  “You turn me loose,” Quentin says, “I’ll slap you.”  “You will, will you?” I says, “You will, will you?”  she slapped at me,  I caught her hand too and held her like a wildcat…I dragged her into the dining room…Dilsey came hobbling along.  I turned and kicked the door shut in her face.  “You keep out of here,” I says.  Quentin was leaning against the table, fastening her kimono.  I looked at her.  “Now, I says, “I want to know what you mean, playing out of school and telling your grandmother lies and forging her name on your report and worrying her sick.”

123. ERNEST HEMINGWAY, 
THE SUN ALSO RISES 

1926

Hemingway has been one of the most popular of the good writers; he is in fact, about the only author most high-school students these days seem to have read.  His style is almost conversational in its simplicity, but is contrived to be pungent and precise.  At times, though, it sounds more like talk than writing, and some readers would agree with Gertrude Stein, one of Hemingway’s early idols during the 1920’s in Paris, who told him, “Hemingway, talk’s not literature.”  Hemingway is at his best describing the macho hero (his own self-image) doing something like bull fighting or wild game hunting, and he is also good in describing the life and feelings of artists and writers and other U.S. expatriates who lived in Paris in the 1920’s.  This novel is often called his best; some prefer For Whom the Bell Tolls, set in Spain during the Civil War (1936-1939), in which many European and American liberals, including Hemingway, fought on the side of the republic opposing General Franco’s Fascist takeover of power.

The Sun Also Rises (the title is from the bible, Ecclesiastes,1,5) describes a trip taken by a group of expatriates from Paris to a bullfight in Pamplona.  Bill and Jake represent the “natural” men who will survive life’s trials and endure, while Mike, Cohn, and the woman, Brett, are the “lost generation” mentioned in the book’s epigraph.
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124. ALDOUS HUXLEY, 
BRAVE NEW WORLD 

1932

A famous satire, with frightening overtones, on the scientifically controlled state-operated Utopia of the future.  (The title comes from a line of Miranda’s in The Tempest: Oh, brave new world, that has such people in’t.)  Huxley has also written several other interesting novels such as After Many a Summer and Eyeless in Gaza.  Huxley satirizes Western man’s addiction to materialism, comfort, and gadgetry; he finds much to admire in Eastern philosophies.  He has also written many essays; if you don’t think you like essays, you may change your opinion if you read some of Huxley’s.  He writes on mind-altering drugs, war, knowledge and understanding, conceptions of love, mindless living, and religion.  Huxley comes from an intellectual background; his grandfather was the famous biologist (and colleague of Darwin’s), Thomas H. Huxley, and his brother Julian, was a distinguished scientist.

The director walked down the long line of cots (in the dormitory for Beta babies at the State Conditioning Center)…There was a whisper under every pillow…  “Alpha children wear grey.  They work much harder than we do, because they’re so frightfully clever.  I’m really awfully glad I’m a Beta, because I don’t work so hard.  And then we are much better than the Gammas and Deltas.  Gammas are stupid…Oh, no, I don’t want to play with Delta children…”  “They’ll have that repeated…120 times three times a week for thirty months.”

125. JOHN STEINBECK, 
THE GRAPES OF WRATH 

1939

An American classic about the migrations of poor Oklahoma farmers to California to escape the dust bowl and find a living in the early 1930’s.  Probably Steinbeck’s best book, and it shows him as a master of naturalism.  The language of his characters, considered shocking in 1939, was used because profanity was natural to them, not for its shock value as in many modern books.  The title is from the well-known Civil War battle hymn by Julia Ward Howe, set to the tune of “John Brown’s Body:”  Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord / He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored…
Pa and Uncle John squatted with a group of men by the porch of the office.  “We nearly got work today,” Pa said.  “We was jus’ a few minutes late.  They awready got two fellas.  An’, well, sir, it was a funny thing.  They’s a straw boss there, an’ he says, ‘We jus’ got some two-bit men.  ‘Course we could use some twenty-cent men.  We can use a lot a twenty-cent men.  You go to your camp an’ say we’ll put a lot a fellas on for twenty cents.’”
…A broad-shouldered man, his face completely in the shadow of a black hat, spatted his knee with his palm.  “I know it,” …he cried.  “An’ they’ll git men.  They’ll git hungry men.  You can’t feed your fam’ly on twenty cents an hour, but you’ll take anything.  They got you goin’ and comin’…Pretty soon they’re gonna make us pay to work.”









Chapter 24

126. EDITH HAMILTON, 
MYTHOLOGY

1940

Most books on Greek (classical) and Teutonic mythology go back to the same sources and tell the stories in much the same way.  Edith Hamilton was a well known classics scholar and popularizer of Greek culture.  She tells the stories, mostly taken from the Roman poet, Ovid, in a fairly lively manner.  The best known myths are more or less hazily fixed in the minds of well educated people; to have them well fixed, they have to be heard repeatedly in grade school, as they used to be, and met often in reading, which they are in older literature.  Everyone should know something of Perseus and Medusa, the labors of Hercules, Daedalus and Icarus (with its aerodynamic moral), Sisyphus and Tantalus, Oedipus, the Golden Fleece, etc.

King Minos was enraged at Daedalus’s escape and determined to find him.  He made a cunning plan.  He had it proclaimed everywhere that a great reward would be given to whoever could pass a thread through an intricately spiraled shell.  Daedalus (now living in Sicily) told the Sicilian king that he could do it.  He bored a small hole in the closed end of the shell, fastened a thread to an ant, introduced the ant into the hole…  “Only Daedalus would think of that,” Minos said, and he came to Sicily to seize him.
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126A. C.S. FORESTER,
CAPTAIN HORNBLOWER
(3 Novels:  BEAT TO QUARTERS, SHIP  
                                                 OF THE LINE, FLYING COLOURS)

Perhaps not a great book (really 3 short novels collected under one title), but these stories of Horatio Hornblower’s exploits during the Napoleonic Wars have deservedly become very popular and rank near the top of high-seas fiction in the days of sail.  In the first novel, Hornblower is in command of the Lydia, engaging what he supposes are enemy Spanish warships off the west coast of Central America, and he has an unwelcome passenger (Lady Barbara Wellesley) aboard.  In the second novel, he has charge of the Sutherland (having advanced from 36 guns to 74), and is praying on French ships along the French coast.  (These 3 novels are combined in one of the all-time great movies, Captain Horatio Hornblower, with G. Peck and V. Mayo--- good in spite of mixing up incidents and sequence in the novels.  Altogether, Forester wrote 10 Hornblower novels, of which these are the 5th, 6th, 7th; they start with Mr. Midshipman H. and end up with (as you might guess) Admiral H.

“Mr. Bush, do you see the battery?” said Hornblower.

“Yes, sir.”

“You will take the longboat.  Mr. Rayner will take the launch, and you will land and storm the battery.”

“Aye, aye, sir.”…A bare quarter mile from the battery now; it was time to strike.  …”Back the main tops’l, Mr. Gerard.”  …Longboat and launch dropped to the water, the hands swarming down the walls.

“Throw the guns down the cliff, Mr. Bush.  Wreck the battery if you can.  But don’t stay a moment longer than necessary.”
127. ERIC T. BELL,
MEN OF MATHEMATICS


1937

A very readable book of biographies of some 30 famous mathematicians and mathematical physicists, written by a Caltech mathematician but intended for general readers.  We would now call men like Fourier, Laplace, and Gauss mathematical physicists, because they, like most mathematicians before 1850, were concerned with physical applications of mathematics rather than with pure mathematics.  Several well known stories are related:  Galois’ hurling a blackboard eraser at his examiner, Gauss’s summing an arithmetic series at age 10, Laplace’s telling Napoleon that God had no place in his treatise, Euler’s “proof” to Catherine the Great that God exists,…etc.

Fourier’s experiences in Egypt were responsible for a curious habit which may have hastened his death.  Desert heat, he believed, was the ideal condition for health.  In addition to swathing himself like a mummy, he lived in rooms which his uncooked friends said were hotter than hell and the Sahara desert combined.  He died of heart disease (some say an aneurism) in 1830, in the sixty-third year of his life.  Fourier belongs to that select company of mathematicians whose work is so fundamental that their names have become adjectives in every civilized language.
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128. JAMES THURBER,

THE THURBER CARNIVAL

1945

Thurber was probably America’s leading humorist of the period 1930-1960.  This wonderful collection of his stories and inimitable drawings is good for many hours of smiles and outright laughter.  See, for example, The Dog that Bit People.  Some of the best stories are in the section called ”My Life and Hard Times.”  Other stories concern oppressed little men who find remarkably effective ways to fight back, as in The Catbird Seat, The Unicorn in the Garden, and The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, which has become very well known but is not one of my favorites.  Two other very short books by Thurber are The White Deer and The 13 Clocks, done in humorous fairy-tale style.  They were popular with physics students in the late 1940’s, who worked their turns of phrase into conversations.

“We’ll try it,” the professor said to me, grimly, “with every adjustment of the microscope known to man.  As God is my witness, I’ll arrange this glass so that you see cells through it or I’ll give up teaching.  In twenty-two years of botany, I…”  He cut off abruptly for he was beginning to quiver all over like Lionel Barrymore…”What’s that?” he demanded, with a hint of a squeal in his voice.  “That’s what I saw,” I said.  “You didn’t, you didn’t, you DIDN’T!” he screamed, losing control of his temper instantly, and he bent over and squinted into the microscope…”That’s your eye!” he shouted.  You’ve fixed the lens so it reflects!  You’ve drawn your eye!

Another course that I didn’t like, but somehow managed to pass, was economics.
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129. S.J. PERELMAN

THE MOST OF S.J. PERELMAN
(Collected Writings, 1932-62)

Perelman’s humor depends upon word play while Thurber’s depends upon humorous situations.  Perelman’s writing will require you to look up a lot of words in each story – a bonus.  This collection contains most of his funniest short and scenarios, many of which appeared originally in the New Yorker, the nation’s (maybe the world’s ) leading magazine of humor, and literary and reportorial endeavor.  He also wrote a few longer pieces, like Westward, Ha!  A travel story.  If you feel depressed (after exams?), Perelman will make you feel better.

I doubt if anyone short of Dante could describe the cookery at the Western and Occidental Hotel; I have heard it defended on the ground that it is no worse than the fare in any British colonial hotel, which is like saying that measles is no worse than virus pneumonia.  The meal usually led off with an eerie gumbo identified as pumpkin soup, puce in color and dysenteric in effect.  This was followed by a crisp morsel of fish,…reminiscent of a comfy slipper fried in deep fat…For dessert there was “gula Malacca,” a glutinous blob of sago swimming in skimmed milk and caramel syrup, so indescribably saccharine that it produced…screams of anguish from the bridgework.  As the diner stiffened slowly in his chair, his features settling into the ghastly smile known as “risus sardonicus,” the waiter administered the coup de grâce,…a moldy sardine spread-eagled on a bit of blackened toast.  The exact nature of the thimbleful of rusty brown fluid that concluded the repast was uncertain.  The only other time I saw it, awash in the scuppers of the President Monroe, the sailors called it bilge.











Westward Ha!  Penang

130. RICHARD WRIGHT 

NATIVE SON


1940

Wright was born and educated in Mississippi, and lived his later life in the North.  His novel, Native Son, has been widely recognized as the finest written by a black American author.  The hero of Native Son, Bigger Thomas, is headed for trouble from the first chapter.  Bad luck, as well as discrimination and prejudice, turn him from the good life he might have had into a life of crime and violence.  There is something of Dostoevsky about the book in its revelation of misery in evil, and something of Kafka about Bigger’s being swept to his doom without ever being able to piece together why his life is turning out as it does.

He could not hear her breath coming and going now as he had when he had first brought her into the room.  He bent and moved her head with his hand and found that she was relaxed and limp.  He snatched his hand away.  Thought and feeling were balked in him; there was something he was trying to tell himself, desperately, but could not.  Then, convulsively, he sucked his breath in and huge words formed slowly, ringing in his ears:  She’s dead…

The reality of the room fell from him; the vast city of white people that sprawled outside took its place.
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131. ALBERT CAMUS (s not pronounced),
 THE STRANGER (1946) or

                 or                                                     THE PLAGUE ( 1948 ), 

     JEAN-PAUL SARTRE,                              THE AGE OF REASON (1942)

Sartre and Camus are French novelists of the existentialist school.  The existentialists caused considerable comment in the mid-1900’s, and may have caused some changes in our outlook on life.  One existentialist belief is that principles are arbitrarily established by people, and therefore may be suspended at will; therefore, under some circumstances, unconventional sexual acts and even crimes may become acceptable modes of behavior and constitute a “victory” for the doer.  Most existentialists endorse atheism, believing that God is man’s hypothesis.  Another belief is that life can be lived fully only through action, not contemplation; one must keep acting, at all cost, because the acting is more important than what the act is.  The Sartre novel tells a rather sordid story of a college philosophy instructor who faces the problem of finding money for an abortion for his mistress while at the same time he is growing bored with her and attracted to a younger woman.  He is unable to act until a grotesque action of the younger woman forces him to break through his inertia and act --- although, as it turns out, rather unwisely and pointlessly.  Sartre has also written a collection of short stories that give revealing insights into aberrant personalities, called Intimacy.  Camus’s well known short novel, The Stranger, has become required reading in some college literature courses.  In it, as in Kafka, a man guilty of no serious misconduct finds himself caught up in a chain of events that leads to his downfall.  In The Plague, a more important work, a plague in Oran is used allegorically to treat evils in the world.  Camus’s philosophical position is set forth in a long essay (or group essays) under the title, The Myth of Sisyphus, in which he tries to find reasons for living and creating in an “absurd” (meaningless) world.

To work and create “for nothing,”…to know that one’s creation has no future, to see one’s work destroyed in a day while realizing at the same time that this is no more important than having a work last for centuries---this is the difficult wisdom that must be understood by a creator in the absurd world…To succeed in accepting that one’s conquest, or love, or creation may just as well not be as be is to learn to accept the utter futility of any individual life.  Indeed, such a realization gives one more freedom in realizing that work, just as becoming aware of the absurdity of life authorizes one to plunge into life with every excess.








The Myth of Sisyphus,

132. GEORGE ORWELL,


ANIMAL FARM (1946)

NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR (1949)

While many liberals argue for the rights of the masses, a few, like Orwell, worry about the rights of the individual under a dictatorship of the masses.  Animal Farm is a parable on the betrayal of a revolution, illustrating the tendency for political and social revolutions to be followed by reactionary tyranny acting in the name of the revolution; the classic case was the French Revolution.  Here the plot is a rather thinly disguised history of the Russian Communist Revolution of 1917.  The human masters represent the tsars, Napoleon (a pig) is Stalin, Snowball is Trotsky.  The novel 1984 has become best known for the nightmarish omnipresence of Big Brother, dictator of the socialist state and symbol of patriotism and allegiance to the state.  Its citizens are always reminded that Big Brother is watching them, and its “Thought Police” are always alert to arrest anyone suspected of anti-state sentiments.  In plan, it is somewhat similar to Brave New World, and so you might prefer Animal Farm for variety.

It was also more suited to the dignity of the Leader (for of late Squealer had taken to speaking of Napoleon under the title of “Leader”) to live in a house than a mere sty.  Nevertheless some of the animals were disturbed when they heard that the pigs not only took their meals in the kitchen…but also slept in beds.  Clover, who thought she remembered a definite ruling against beds, went to the end of the barn and tried to puzzle out the Seven Commandments which were inscribed there…”Muriel,” she said, “read me the Fourth Commandment.  Does it say something about never sleeping in a bed?”  “It says, “No animal shall sleep in a bed with sheets,” she announced finally.  Curiously enough Clover hadn’t remembered that the Fourth Commandment mentioned sheets; but there it was on the wall.
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Bible, King James Version
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Homer, Iliad and Odyssey
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Sophocles, Antigone, Oedipus Rex



4, 5

  4.
Aechylus, Orestes trilogy






  5.
Euripides, Medea
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  6.
Aristophanes, Frogs, Lysistrata
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  7.
Plato, Republic
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  8.
Thucydides,
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Lucretius, De Rerum Natura
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Plutarch, Parallel Lives
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Tacitus
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St. Augustine, Confessions
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St. Thomas Aquinas
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Chaucer, Canterbury Tales
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44.
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77
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82
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89

48.
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Well-Read Students: The Top 30 Books

According to the National Endowment for the Humanities, these are the books that educators, businessman, politicians and journalists believe that high school students should read. They are listed by percentage of responses.

​Book










Percent
· Macbeth, Hamlet – Shakespeare………………………………………………….
71

· American historical documents (particularly the Declaration of Independence, 

· the Constitution and the Gettysburg Address)……………………


50

· Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain …………………………………………………
49

· Bible ……………………………………………………………………………...
48

· Odyssey, Illiad – Homer………………………………………………………….
28

· Great Expectations, Tale of Two Cities – Charles Dickens……………………....
26

· The Republic – Plato……………………………………………………………...
21

· Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck………………………………………………..
19

· Scarlet Letter – Hawthorne……………………………………………………….
17

· Oedipus – Sophocles……………………………………………………………...
17

· Moby Dick – Herman Melville…………………………………………………...
13

· 1984 – George Orwell…………………………………………………………….
13

· Walden – Henry David Thoreau………………………………………………….
13

· Collected poems – Robert Frost………………………………………………….
12

· Leaves of Grass – Walt Whitman………………………………………………...
11

· Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald……………………………………………….
9

· Canterbury Tales – Chaucer……………………………………………………...
9

· Communist Manifesto – Karl Marx……………………………………………...
9

· Politics – Aristotle………………………………………………………………..
9

· Collected poems – Emily Dickinson……………………………………………..
7

· Crime and Punishment – Fyodor Dostoevsky……………………………………
7

· Collected Works – William Faulkner…………………………………………….
7

· Catcher in the Rye – J. D. Selinger………………………………………………
7

· Democracy in America – Alexis de Tocqueville…………………………………
7

· Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen……………………………………………….
6

· Essays – Ralph W. Emerson……………………………………………………..
6

· The Prince – Niccolo Machieavelli………………………………………………
6

· Paradise Lost – John Milton……………………………………………………..
6

· War and Peace – Leo Tolstoy……………………………………………………
5

· Aeneid – Virgil…………………………………………………………………..
5

A List of Lists

In 1924, the librarian of the University of Pennsylvania tabulated 1000 “great books” that he found on lists of recommended books (classics) prepared by various authorities, authors, and organizations. He considered 54 such lists, including ones such as The Harvard Classics, selected by C. W .Elliot, former president of Harvard, the American Library Association’s list of 8000 titles for a small library, Arnold Bennett’s list in his book “Literary Taste and How to Form it,” Everyman’s Library of 800 volumes, Victor Hugo’s choice of the world’s 14 greatest authors, Horton’s list of 100 great books that “every American between 20 and 45 ought to read,” Prime Minister Gladstone’s list of the 4 books that most influenced him, Robert Louis Stevenson’s list of 16 books that most influenced him, H. G. Wells’ list of the 10 books that most influenced world history, a list of books chosen by 96 outstanding Americans listed in Who’s Who, and even Theodore Roosevelt’s choice of a library to accompany his African expedition.

In spite of the remarkable diversity of lists studied, the overall list showed the same bias that all lists usually show – a concentration on books written recently – in this case, what we would consider today an unreasonable emphasis on late 19th century works, especially on Scott’s novels, which were very popular in the century 1830 – 1930.

From the tabulation of the 54 lists, these are the great books most often recommended and the number of lists on which they appeared.

31.
Hamlet, King Lear, The Tempest, Sonnets (all Shakespeare).

30.
Macbeth

29.
Ivanhoe (Scott), As You Like It, Cymbeline, Henry IV, Merchant of Venice, Midsummer Night’s Dream, Othello, Taming of the Shrew, Winter’s Tale (all Shakespeare)

28.
Don Quixote (Cervantes)

27. The Inferno (Dante)

26.
Iliad, Odyssey (Homer), David Copperfield (Dickens), Heart of Midlothian (Scott)

25.
Robinson Crusoe (Defoe)

24.
Vicar of Wakefield (Goldsmith)

23.
Paradise Lost (Milton), Vanity Fair (Thackeray0, Henry Esmond (Thackeray)

22.
Les Miserables (Hugo), Guy Mannering (Scott), Quentin Durward (Scott), Waverley (Scott)

21.
Wordsworth’s poems, Milton’s shorter poems, Kenilworth (Scott)

20.
Arabian Nights, Boswell’s Life of Johnson, Pride and Prejudice (Austen), Tom Jones (Fielding), Tennyson’s poems, Scarlet Letter (Hawthorne), Epithalamion and Prothalamion (Spenser). Emerson’s Essay, Jane Eyre (Bronte)

19.
Bacon’s essays, Plutarch’s Lives, Pickwick Papers, (Dickens), Byron’s poems.

18.
Apology, Crito, Republic (Plato), Psalms (Bible), Last of the Mohicans (Cooper),

17.
Pere Goriot (Balzac), Three Musketeers and Count of Monte Cristo (Dumas), Faerie Queene (Spenser), Adam Bede (Eliot), Agamemon (Aeschylus), Tale of Two Cities    (Dickens), Book of Job (Bible). The Antiquary (Scott), Marmion (Scott), Shelly’s Poems.

16.
Aeneid (Vergil), Faust (Goethe), Gospel of St. Mark (Bible), Isaiah and Ecclesiastes   (Bible), Canterbury Tales (Chaucer), Burn’s poems, The Newcomes (Thackeray), Lady of the lake (Scott), The Talisman (Scott).
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Subjects common in Renaissance paintings, but unfamiliar to many who do not know the Apocrypha
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The skylark Tintern Abbey (thought by some to be his best)





�





��





��





��





��





��





��





��





��








�Keep picture? If so which picture would you prefer?  (Top) is Gray Scale, (Bottom) is Black & White.
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