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El Camino College Finishes a Great Year Marked by Student Success 
 
As the 2012-13 academic year winds down and the 66th Annual Commencement 
Ceremony approaches on June 7, El Camino College celebrates the outstanding 
achievements of its students this year.  
 
The annual Presidential Scholar and Academic Awards Presentation recently 
recognized seven Presidential Scholars who demonstrated excellence in the 
classroom, campus, and the community. About 40 other students were also 
honored at the celebration for their exceptional work. 
 
Another recent reception celebrated the success of more than 1,000 students who 
plan to transfer to a four-year college or university in the fall. UC Berkeley, 
UCLA, USC, UC Irvine and UC Santa Barbara were just some of the institutions 
represented.  
 
Other achievements of outstanding students this past academic year include the 
ECC Math Team, which placed in the top five in a nationwide competition; 
members of the ECC Chorale and Concert Choir, who performed at the famed 
Carnegie Hall; and 80 spring scholar-athletes who earned a 3.0 grade point average 
or higher and were honored as members of the Scholar-Baller organization.  
 
In addition, the Union online newspaper and Warrior Life Magazine were both 
awarded the prestigious General Excellence Award, with staff writers bringing 
home a total of 14 awards at the annual state convention. Congratulations also go 
to the college’s powerhouse debate team, which recently swept the state 
championship, with student Jonny Deatherage named best speaker in California.  
 
Other student success stories include Honors Transfer Program students Cindy 
Barrientos, Helin Hernandez and Daniella DeLucia, who received Exceptional 
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Achievement Scholarships at an annual statewide conference; physics major Coty 
Spence, who will attend a prestigious summer research program at the University 
of Arizona; and for the first time in the history of the program, the Warriors men’s 
swim team won the South Coast Conference championship, with freshman 
Jonathan Diaz named the SCC Swimmer of the Year. 
  
In addition, the El Camino College Nursing Program recently celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary of educating and preparing student nurses to serve the South Bay 
community. One of the largest associate degree programs in California, the ECC 
Nursing Program graduates about 120 students each year and partners with about 
15 area hospitals and medical centers. 
 
Bart Aslin, director of the Society of Manufacturing Engineers (SME) Education 
Foundation, will address the Class of 2013 at the 66th Annual Commencement 
Ceremony scheduled for 4 p.m. June 7 in Murdock Stadium.  
 
The Class of 2013 will celebrate the last commencement in the Murdock Stadium, 
as it will be torn down to make way for Phase Two of the Kinesiology and Fitness 
Complex project. This $37.2 million project includes the construction of a new 
stadium, incorporating a running track and field for both football and soccer. For 
more information about commencement, including parking and seating 
arrangements, go to: www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/graduation.asp.   
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