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El Camino College Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning & 
Refrigeration Program Receives Six-Year Accreditation  

Outstanding ECC career program offers hands-on education, access to career opportunities  
 
After trying out a few different majors and a little soul searching, El Camino College student 
Vanessa Gutierrez decided that she needed to get out from behind a desk and focus on a “hands-
on” education. 
 
That decision led to a welding class – which she loved – then a refrigeration class. She 
immediately took to the applied technology and now is pursuing a career in El Camino College’s 
Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning & Refrigeration (HVACR) program. 
 
“With effort and patience anything is obtainable,” said Vanessa, who holds a part-time waitress 
job while working toward an associate degree in welding and a certificate in refrigeration. 
 
“Besides my interest in a hands-on career and applying learned skills to different situations, I’ve 
been intrigued by the many opportunities and the money one can make in the HVACR field. I 
want to be able to support myself and live comfortably. I appreciate the teachers who take the 
time out to teach all of us students. That’s made a difference.” 
 
El Camino College’s HVACR program recently received a six-year accreditation from the 
HVAC Excellence Accreditation Review Committee for meeting and/or exceeding all standards. 
 
The accreditation team said that the ECC program “is one for others to emulate,” with additional 
praise going to the “exceptionally well-qualified instructors.” The visiting team was particularly 
impressed with Professor Tim Muckey’s “knowledge, experiences, education, passion, and 
commitment to the students and the success of the program.” 
 
“The HVAC Excellence accreditation provides current and future students with the confidence 
that the El Camino College program is a premier program that they can depend on for a quality 
education,” said Muckey, who was honored with the 2015 Leadership Award at the Green 
California Schools and College Summit & Exposition. The ECC program was also recently rated 
No. 2 in the state and 29th in the nation for HVACR programs by Best-Hvac-Schools.com.  
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“The HVACR industry is in a constant state of change it is impossible for one group or one 
organization to remain abreast of industry demands. This is why it is important to develop 
partnerships with organizations that are in the know like HVAC excellence.” 
 
Muckey added that the HVAC excellence accreditation also provides the ECC program with the 
opportunity to align with industry demands so students can effectively compete for industry jobs 
and to learn and share with other institutions that have the same goals and objectives. These 
factors lead to program improvement through learning from others.  
 
El Camino College students learn and prepare for a career in a brand-new campus facility with 
modern diagnostic tools and equipment, representing many new technologies. Cutting-edge 
courses prepare students for employment in this global industry, as they learn through lectures, 
demonstrations, and hands-on training.  
 
Learning to read wiring diagrams, interpret the Uniform Mechanical Code, diagnose control 
circuits, operate test equipment, and service pneumatic and electronic controls are part of the 
curriculum. Students have the option to earn an Associate of Science degree and/or Certificates 
of Achievement. 
 
An estimated 84,000 total new job openings are expected in the HVACR field through 2024. 
 
For more information on the El Camino College HVACR program, view: 
http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/indtech/acr/.  
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