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El Camino College welcomes new math building
The MBA Building is the

second completely new in-
structional building on the
Torrance-area campus in
nearly 45 years. The Mathe-
matical Sciences and Business
divisions as well as the Nursing,
respiratory Care, and radio-
logic Technology programs
will be housed in the new four-
level, 115,000-square-foot
building. The $35.1 million
MBA Building is made possi-
ble with funds from the col-
lege’s 2002 Measure E facilities
bond.

“We thank the communities
in the El Camino Community
College District for supporting
Measure E this past Novem-
ber,” said Thomas Fallo, super-
intendent/president. 

“Facilities bond funding
made this outstanding new
building possible, ensuring im-
proved facilities and educa-
tional opportunities for
students well into the future.”

With 58 classrooms, includ-
ing 11 computer labs outfitted
with a total of 480 computers
for educational programs, the
building can serve 2,400 stu-
dents and 200 faculty/staff
members at one time. All class-
rooms have wireless access and
state-of-the-art “smart” class-
room technology. The first
floor features a 3,000-square-
foot computer lab and tutoring
center, in addition to a spacious
student lobby with study areas.

Students in the Nursing Pro-
gram have access to a skills lab
and a simulation lab featuring
high fidelity mannequins that
mimic the human body. The ra-
diologic Technology and the
respiratory Care programs also
have new lab areas. These four
labs are all located on the fourth
floor, adjacent to each other, to
replicate a hospital environment. 

The energy savings of the
building are significant – it ex-
ceeds California energy stan-
dards (also known as Title 24)
by a remarkable 25 percent.
The building is connected to
the campus’ Energy Manage-
ment System, allowing the
heating and air conditioning to
be remotely controlled by com-
puter. This system was de-
signed to provide heating and
cooling on each floor, allowing
for controllability in the case of
partial occupancy. In addition,
an energy-efficient lighting
system includes day lighting
and motion sensors.

Sustainable features of the
building include: natural light
and views to the outside in
every classroom and office
within the building; heat re-
duction through an insulated
reflective cool roof; and the use
of recycled building materials
where possible.

Outside, nearly 5 acres of
new landscaping and hard-
scape include a mixture of
drought-tolerant plants and
lawn areas that provide casual
student gathering spaces.
Wireless access and shaded
seating areas are available in
both the north and south
courtyards.
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were exchanged, at which time the suspect pulled out a handgun
and shot the victims. The suspect then ran off in an undetermined
direction. 

Anyone with information is urged to call Homicide Detectives
with the Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department at (323) 890-
5500.

LASD
Continued from Page 1

University goes to church for
CSU Super Sunday Outreach
By Amy Bentley-Smith 

California State University, Dominguez Hills
Interim President Willie J. Hagan helped kick
off CSU Super Sunday, a system-wide event held
at nearly 100 predominately African American
churches throughout the state in February and
March, when he attended services at the historic
First AME (FAME) Church of Los Angeles this
past Sunday, Feb. 10, and spoke before the con-
gregation about the importance of college.

reaching more than 100,000 churchgoers,
Super Sunday is produced by the CSU African

American Initiative – a partnership between
CSU campuses and African American religious
leaders with the goal of increasing college-going
rates among African American students. It is in
its eighth year.

During Super Sunday services this month
and next the CSU chancellor, campus presi-
dents, administrators, Board of Trustee mem-
bers, alumni, and current students are invited to
take the pulpit and educate families and the
community about the requirements for students
to successfully enter college and obtain a degree.

B R I E F S
3 teens shot in south LA drive-by
SOUTH LOS ANGELES—A 15-year-old boy was in crit-

ical condition and two teenage boys had stable vital signs
with less-severe wounds from a drive-by shooting in South
Los Angeles, a police sergeant said. 

The shooting was reported about 9:30 p.m. Saturday at
53rd and Figueroa Streets, according to Sgt. rudy Alaniz of
the Los Angeles Police Department’s 77th Street Station. 

The three teens were outside when a car drove by and
shots were fired from the vehicle, Alaniz said. 

The 15-year-old boy was shot in the chest and was in crit-
ical condition at a hospital, he said. 

Another teen was shot in the arm and the other was shot
in the back, Alaniz said. Both were transported to hospitals
with stable vital signs and were undergoing treatment for
their wounds. Their ages were 16 and 17, he said. 

One injured in Compton car crash
COMPTON—At least one person was injured over the

weekend in a collision between a sedan and a big rig haul-
ing scrap metal on the Artesia (91) Freeway in Compton, a
California Highway Patrol Officer said. 

The crash on the eastbound side of the freeway at
Alameda Street was reported at 12:24 a.m., said CHP Offi-
cer Francisco Villalobos. 

The car ended up under the big rig’s trailer, which was
loaded with 48,000 pounds of scrap metal, Villalobos said,
adding that there were reports of injuries but that no details
were immediately available. 

Firefighters spent an hour working to free a man from the
sedan, a news photographer reported from the scene. 
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CArSON—Ericka Verba,
associate professor of history at
California State University,
Dominguez Hills, has been
awarded a National Endow-
ment for the Humanities
(NEH) Fellowship grant to
write a biography of 20th cen-
tury Chilean artist Violeta
Parra, the culmination of
decades Verba has dedicated to
the study.

Verba was the only candi-
date to be awarded both an
NEH Fellowship grant and an
NEH Award for Faculty grant.
However, she was required to
accept only one and chose the
fellowship. She is currently on
leave from her teaching duties
through fall 2013 to focus on
the book, which has yet to be
given a working title.

One NEH panelist who re-
viewed Verba’s proposal wrote,
“This is an original, well-devel-
oped, well-informed, project
that promises to offer a new bi-
ography… of one of the most
significant, compelling, and in-
fluential Latin American artists
of the 20th century. …I find
particularly important the way
this project aims to place
Parra’s work and trajectory
within contemporary manifes-
tations and debates on mod-
ernism, folk culture, gender,
and the relationship between
art and politics in the mid-20th
century across Europe and the
Americas.”

Parra (1917-1967), a com-
poser, songwriter and visual
artist, was influential in Europe
as well as Chile. She was the
first Latin American—not just
the first Latin American
woman—to have a solo exhibi-
tion at the Louvre museum in
Paris. But Parra, like many

artists of her generation, was a
communist sympathizer, and
that brought controversy and
suffering.

“Studying Parra’s life in de-
tail can tell us about larger
questions of the 20th century,”
Verba asserted. “I think Violeta
Parra has very much been pre-
sented as a romantic figure and
my argument is—and what I
think convinced the NEH—is

that she is actually a cosmopol-
itan figure.”

Verba, who has authored
“Catholic Feminism and the
Social Question in Chile, 1910-
1917” (The Edwin Mellen
Press, New York, 2003), hopes
to have this book on Parra and
an accompanying website pub-
lished in time for the 100th an-
niversary of the multi-faceted
artist’s birth in 2017.

“I feel so lucky right now. I
would have felt lucky without
an NEH grant, but now I get to
do everything,” Verba said.
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“Facilities bond fund-
ing made this outstand-
ing new building
possible, ensuring im-
proved facilities and
educational opportuni-
ties for students well
into the future.”
— Thomas Fallo, El Camino Community College District 

Superintendent/President

QUOTE 
OF THE WEEK

ACROSS
  1 Chip flavor
  6 Wall Street 

closer
 10 Sci-fi  

sightings
 14 “The Wizard 

of Oz”  
composer 
Harold

 15 Length 
times width

 16 Iditarod 
racer’s  
destination

 17 Avon Lady’s 
way of  
selling, once

 19 “Apple” or 
“berry”  
lead-in

 20 “Manner” 
attachment

 21 Fixes, say
 22 Crusoe’s 

refuge
 24 Scaled-back 

thing?
 26 Couple’s 

event
 27 Beam of 

light
 28 Archaeolo-

gist’s prize
 32 Actionable 

words
 35 Once upon a 

time
 36 Picture 

puzzle
 37 Embryonic 

invention
 38 “Don’t 

delay!”
 39 Word  

famously 
sung by 
Doris Day

 40 Castle  
barriers

 42 Trip  

stopover
 43 Aquatic 

mammal
 44 Ruffian or 

bully
 46 Yonder yawl
 47 Memorable 

time periods
 48 Former  

address at 
the Kremlin

 52 Unpopped 
corn

 55 ___ serif
 56 “Terrible 

twos” chorus
 57 Give off, as 

light
 58 Heatproof 

handwear
 61 Alternative 

to liquid 
medicine

 62 Dam buildup
 63 Pop up, as a 

question
 64 Canasta 

card
 65 Angel 

costume 
accessory

 66 Painful 
lumps

DOWN
  1 How low 

you can go
  2 “Kiss From 

___” (Seal 
hit)

  3 “Jurassic 
Park” sound

  4 That lady
  5 Accused
  6 It’s flashed 

by the law
  7 Love archer
  8 Zodiac 

“king”
  9 Rancher’s 

rope
 10 Addams 

Family  
character

 11 “... my 
kingdom ___ 
horse!”

 12 Middle 
Eastern gulf

 13 Drop in the 
mailbox

 18 Greasy
 23 Work with a 

wok, say
 25 Handle 

mildly
 26 Go down 

with the ship
 28 “... the ___ 

of defeat”
 29 Act as a 

henchman
 30 Put in the 

smokehouse
 31 Leader 

executed  
by the  
Bolsheviks

 32 Like old  
lettuce

 33 Object  
of blind 
devotion

 34 Belle’s 
escort

 35 Indigo-yield-
ing shrubs

 41 “Be glad to!”
 43 Electrical 

principle
 45 Half a  

wintertime 
pair

 46 iPod  
selection

 48 Division of a 
long poem

 49 Ear bone 
named for 
its shape

 50 Accomplish, 
as thou 
might

 51 Skier’s 
shapes, 
often

 52 Held on to
 53 Dubai VIP
 54 Ruffle the 

feathers of
 55 Auction off
 59 By way of
 60 It’s major for 

miners
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Answers next week!
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N
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MIKE MARTIN
NFL Bengals
(Superbowl XXIII)

MIKE MARTIN
NFL Bengals
(Superbowl XXIII)

ROGER ROBBINS
US Military OPS
(Gulf War)

ROGER ROBBINS
US Military OPS

SCOTT SMITH
Longest Drive
Champion (539 yds)

NFL, Bengals and all other retailer logos are registered trademarks and property of their respective owners.

SECRET TO STAYING
IN THE
GAME

GET POWER & PERFORMANCE
1 FULL Month Trial FREE. Call NOW! (866) 993-4919

TESTOSTERONE LOSS!
     Men lose 1-2% every year... by age      
     45 you've lost 25-50%!

NATURAL, DUAL-ACTION 
FORMULA!
     Progene® contains BOTH rare herbal
     extracts and clinically proven
     testosterone precursors.

(323) 937-2334

Melrose-La Brea 
Animal Hospital

7116 Melrose Ave.
Hollywood, CA 90046

and International Security, Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooper-
ation, Third World Assembly
on Aging, and World Health
Organization.

The students are part of a
Model UN class (POL 339)
taught by Salhi through the
Department of Political Sci-
ence each spring semester. The
class is designed to train stu-
dents in the art of diplomacy,
including public speaking, de-
bate, negotiation, and consen-
sus building.

Up next for the class will be
the Western Collegiate Model
UN conference in Santa Bar-
bara March 28-30. Lukombo
will be there, hoping to bring
back another award for the
university.

LUKOMBO
Continued from Page 1

CSUDH history professor awarded National 
Endowment for the Humanities grant

Courtesy photo

Ericka Verba
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Former assemblyman pleads guilty to fraud
By Staff Reports

COMPTON—A former assemblyman from
Compton, who is on unpaid leave from his job
with the Los Angeles County Probation De-
partment, pleaded guilty last week to federal
bank fraud charges for bilking financial insti-
tutions by falsely claiming to be the victim of
identity theft. 

Carl Washington, 47, admitted mastermind-
ing a four-year scheme in which he obtained
credit cards and loans from banks and credit
unions, racking up thousands of dollars in
charges for airline tickets, hotels, restaurants,
rental cars and cash advances, according to the
plea agreement filed in Los Angeles federal
court. 

U.S. District Judge S. James Otero set sen-
tencing for June 3. 

Washington was among nearly 50 employees
arrested since January 2012 in a year-long
probe of alleged misconduct among Probation
Department staffers. 

“Where we have found misconduct, we have
taken strong and immediate action,” Probation
Department Chief Jerry Powers said. “These
cases represent a tiny minority of the 6,000 men
and women who do work with integrity for this
department. But any misconduct impugns the
reputation of all. We will not stand for it.” 

Washington, who admitted operating the
bank fraud scheme from February 2007 to Au-
gust 2011, is on unpaid administrative leave
from his job as the probation department’s di-
rector for intergovernmental relations and leg-
islative affairs, according to Powers. 

“I have personally received feedback from
many staff stating that they are relieved to see
that problem employees are finally being dealt
with,” Powers said. 

The county Board of Supervisors is sched-
uled to vote Tuesday on a motion to fund addi-
tional staff for internal Probation Department
investigations, he said. 

According to court papers, Washington ob-
tained about $193,000 in goods, cash and serv-

ices, then filed police reports, claiming to be the
victim of identity theft and reporting that the
cards and loans had been opened by someone
unknown to him. 

Washington subsequently filed a copy of the
bogus police report with Experian, one of the
three major credit reporting agencies, in order
to have the charges and past due amounts re-
moved from his credit report, according to the
indictment. 

Once Experian removed the charges, Wash-
ington applied for new credit cards without dis-
closing his outstanding debts or the fact that he
had charges and unpaid balances removed
from his credit report, according to federal
prosecutors. 

When new credit cards were issued, Wash-
ington again ran up debts worth another couple
of thousand dollars and filed yet another police
report, the U.S. Attorney’s Office reported. 

Each of the charges carries a penalty of up to
30 years in prison

Washington began his legislative service in
1996, and was active in fighting street gangs. He
was termed out in 2002 and lost a race for a Los
Angeles City Council seat to Jan Perry. 

Prior to his legislative service, he served on
the staff of former county Supervisor Yvonne
B. Burke. Carl Washington

“Where we have found
misconduct, we have
taken strong and 
immediate action,” 
Probation Department
Chief Jerry Powers said.

College celebrates opening of math building

Courtesy photo

El Camino College will celebrate the grand opening of the new Math Business Allied Health
(MBA) Building on Wednesday, March 6 with a ribbon cutting ceremony at 5:30 p.m. 

CSU Dominguez Hills Student Takes Award
CArSON—California State

University, Dominguez Hills polit-
ical science student Arnaud
Lukombo received an Honorable
Mention Award at the Harvard
National Model United Nations
(HNMUN), held in Boston Febru-
ary 14-17.

HNMUN is the oldest, and con-
sidered the most prestigious of
Model UN conferences in the
county, bringing together more
than 3,000 students from Ameri-
can and international universities
to serve as UN delegates and de-
bate global issues as if they were
before the UN.

Lukombo, who is an interna-

tional student from France, said
he came to the U.S. three years
ago with a limited command of
English. He spent a year in the
CSU Dominguez Hills American
Language and Culture Program
through the College of Extended
and International Education be-
fore enrolling as an undergradu-
ate in the political science
department. 

“It’s thanks to the language pro-
gram and to Professor Hamoud
Salhi [associate professor of polit-
ical science] that I was there,”
Lukombo said of winning the
award, referring to the solid foun-
dations in English and of political

science, respectively, he has re-
ceived.

Lukombo was recognized with
the Honorable Mention Award for
his contributions as a member of
the HMNUN’s Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation delegation rep-
resenting Palestine on talks
concerning the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict.

Lukombo was among eight stu-
dents from CSU Dominguez Hills
who participated in the
HMNUN, debating and negotiat-
ing resolutions on topics ranging
from targeted killings to the
aging populations of the Third
World.

The delegation included Brigett
Garibay (senior, political science),
Iran Guzman (senior, political sci-
ence), regina Hernandez (senior,
political science), Ana Lopez (se-
nior, political science), Jennifer
Lopez (junior, criminal justice),
and Julia Pak (senior, political sci-
ence), all representing Central
African republic; and Lukombo
and raffi Norberg (junior, politi-
cal science), representing Pales-
tine. 

The students participated in five
committees: Commission on the
Status of Women, Disarmament

» See LUKOMBO, Page 2A

LASD 
investigates
shooting
death 
By Staff Reports

COMPTON—Los Angeles County
Sheriff ’s Homicide detectives are contin-
uing their investigation into the circum-
stances surrounding a shooting that
occurred Sunday, February 24 that re-
sulted in the death of a male adult and the
wounding of a second victim. 

Investigators have learned that Comp-
ton Sheriff ’s deputies responded to the lo-
cation regarding a 9-1-1 call of a shooting
in the 600 block of South Long Beach
Boulevard, Compton. 

When deputies arrived they found one
of the victims, a 39-year old male, lying
on the sidewalk suffering from multiple
gunshot wounds. He was pronounced
dead at the scene. 

A second victim, a 39-year old male,
was located in the rear of the location also
suffering from multiple gunshot wounds.
He was transported to a local hospital
where he is listed in critical condition; he
is expected to survive. 

Sheriff ’s Homicide Lieutenant Corina
said that according to witnesses, the vic-
tims were hanging out in front of the lo-
cation when the suspect, a male Black
adult,  approximately 25-years old, exited
the location and walked past the victims.
An argument ensued and gang slogans

» See LASD, Page 3A
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Tax tips that
really work!
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