











Honors Students Excel
At State Conference

El Camino College honor students continue to win awards and
scholarships for their academic excellence! The ECC Honors
Transfer Program (HTP) sent the largest group of presenters
to the statewide Honors Transfer Council of California Student
Research Conference at the University of California at Irvine

this past spring, and managed to bring home several awards.

HTP students Ann Nguyen and Elyse Yerelian received two of
the 20 Outstanding Student Scholarships. Yerelian
and Jennifer Gerrits also won two of the four
Outstanding Poster Awards.

HTP Facts:

e One of the state’s largest
honors programs

First place in the percentage
of students admitted to UCLA
through the Transfer Alliance
Program

HTP has increased by 200
students in the past three years

El Camino
College HTP
Elyse

Yerelian



Commencement
Class of 2009

Johnny Torres

When Johnny Torres talks about his aca-
demic history, he quickly admits that he
didn’t start out as the best student. He is

embarrassed, but tells his story anyway,

hoping it will inspire others.

Johnny entered El Camino College five years ago, as a high
school dropout, barely able to read or write. This fall he trans-

ferred to the university of his dreams.

“This past June | earned two degrees from El Camino College
and | was admitted to every university where | applied,” he

said. “The hardest decision for me was choosing between

UC Berkeley and UCLA - now | am officially a Bruin. | am truly
blessed for being given a second chance and most proud to say

{IR1)

that in the spirit of El Camino College, | will always be a ‘Warrior’.

Shaminna Mingon Jones

Shaminna Mingon Jones shared her success
story at the 2009 ECC commencement

— a story full of challenges, and ultimately,
triumph. She transferred this fall to Calif-
ornia State University, Los Angeles to major

iNn Nursing.

When she was 16 Shaminna’s mother passed away. By the
time she was 17, she enrolled at El Camino College - her first

choice.

“When | first came to El Camino College, | noticed the diversity
of the students here. | love that,” she said. “After getting more
involved in my studies, | found the courses were challenging,
the teachers and counselors were outstanding, and so many

people were ready to help me.”

“l will be ...
an engineer.”

Tim Linehan

Plans to transfer to UCLA
to studly electrical engineering

“l will be ...
a lawyer.”

Chris Pham

HTP political science
major, president of
Alpha Gamma Sigma
honor society, ASO
commissioner of fund-
raising, vice president of
InterClub Council, 2008
ECC Homecoming King



Air Force Col. Michael Fincke was recently named
by NASA as a crew member for an upcoming
space shuttle mission to the International Space
Station. Fincke is an El Camino College alumnus
and one of three mission specialists for the flight,

which will include three spacewalks.

Fincke, a veteran of two long-duration missions
aboard the space station, has an Associate of
Science degree from El Camino College, two
bachelor’'s degrees from the Massachusetts

Institute of Technology (MIT), and master’s
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ECC Astronaut

Headed to Space Station

degrees from Stanford University and the

University of Houston, Clear Lake.

He was the featured speaker at an El Camino
College Space Science Day, an event designed
to inform and inspire area youngsters about
the science of space. Space Science Day is
organized by the Astronaut Ellison S. Onizuka
Memorial Committee, a group that works to
honor Onizuka, a NASA astronaut who died
along with six others in the Space Shuttle
Challenger in 1986.



EL CAMINO COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID

We’ve Got Your Number

think
$5,350!

You may qualify for $5,350 in grants!
Apply for financial aid now!
Even those who think they may
not be eligible may be surprised.

Students Visit
ECC ARM Center

The STEM Geometry
Young Scholars toured
El Camino College’s
Automated Robotics
Manufacturing (ARM) Center during
their summer session. El Camino
College Professor Eric Carlson gave
the tour of the center and demon-
strated functions of the new robotic
arm equipment, as well as introduced

students to materials of manufac-

turing, their
www.fafsa.ed.gov .
L . properties,
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) —
character-

One form does it all!
You may also qualify for a Board of Governor’s (BOG) istics and
Fee Waiver - your fees are covered.

Get cash for books and supplies.

treatment.

Students gained knowledge in vari-
Remember: fill out the FAFSA first!
FAFSA Code - El Camino College: 001197
We’'re here to help! Call the Financial Aid Office:
310-660-3493 or go to www.elcamino.edu/5350

ous processes involved in modern

manufacturing and learned about

manufacturing technology courses
and certificates that provide
an opportunity for exciting
careers in robotics and

zgl/awcféfiww

Board of Governors BOGW Enrollment Fee Waiver:
waives annual enrollment fees for qualified students

manufacturing.

Grants do not have to be paid back:
e Pell Grants, awarded to low-income students

¢ Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, for
low-income students with exceptional financial need

e Cal Grants, funded by the state
Scholarships are awards that are based upon specific

qualifications, talents, or merit - often without
regard to financial need.

Work-study students earn money toward their
education through part-time jobs.



El Camino College recently welcomed five
students from Egypt who are attending El
Camino College this academic year as part of a
special pilot program designed by the U.S. State
Department in cooperation with the California
Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office, the
Callifornia Community College Foundation, and

the Fulbright Scholarship Organization.

El Camino College is one of several California

Community Colleges hosting these students. This

Fullbright Students from

Egypt Attend ECC

outstanding new program provides educational

opportunities for “non-elite” students from Egypt.

If successful, this program will be expanded by
the State Department to include students from
other countries in the future. The college has
made a commitment to provide a quality edu-
cation for the visiting students; engage them

in public forums and presentations; and guide
them through the many aspects of college and

community life.

ECC Receives More than
$2.6 Million in New Grants

New BTC funding includes:

El Camino College recently announced a list of new grants total-

ing more than $2.6 million awarded to a variety of Business Training
Center (BTC) programs. The El Camino College Business Training
Center provides businesses of all sizes assistance with on-site man-
ufacturing technology, business development, international trade,

and workforce training.

e Four grants totaling more than $1.25 million to the El Camino College Center for Applied Competitive

Technologies (CACT)

e Two grants for $140,522 to the El Camino College Center for International Trade Development (CITD)

e A $225,000 grant to the Career Technical Education (CTE) Teacher Preparation Pipeline

e A $935,796 grant involving the El Camino College Workplace Learning Resource Center (WpLRC)

o A $72,797 U.S. Department of Education Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad grant

For more information, visit www.businessassist.org or call 310-973-3178.
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news & notes

2009 Distinguished Faculty and Staff

ik

master classroom teacher; Josie is an accounting officer with

Professor Joan Ingrid Thureson and
Josie Cheung were honored as recipi-
ents of the 2009 Distinguished Faculty
& Staff Awards. Joan is an exemplary

philosophy professor, recognized as a

Fiscal Services who has made significant contributions to the
efficiency of the college’s accounting office.

Forensics Team - Victory!

El Camino College’s highly ranked foren-
sics team recently had its most successful
§ tournament in the program’s more than
25-year history. Competing against 37
colleges and universities including UCLA,
University of Texas, ASU, University of the Pacific, California
State University, Long Beach and the U.S. Air Force Academy,
El Camino College was the top school in overall sweeps and

debate. Additionally, the team finished third overall in indi-
vidual events. On the first day of competition at Concordia
University, ECC “closed out” the semifinal bracket of Novice
Parliamentary Debate - all four remaining teams in the tourna-
ment were El Camino College teams!

| Nursing Sim Lab Gets Special
. Delivery

The Nursing Department recently wel-
comed new high-fidelity wireless moth-
er/baby simulators in the new Ella Rose Madden Simulation
Center. “Noelle” is a high-tech, wireless mannequin that can
simulate the process of giving birth to a baby (Ella Rose) that
breathes, has a heartbeat and cries. The new sim lab is part
of the college’s highly successful nursing program.

Public Relations Department Honored

The ECC Public Relations & Marketing Department recent-
ly won a writing award in a statewide competition. The
Community College Public Relations Organization gave the
award to ECC for a story about Lisa Youngworth, who was
proud when her identical twin sons Nicolas and Andrew Lippa
graduated from El Camino College last year. The brothers
were also proud of their mother - she graduated with them!

Computer Science Honors

¥ Two outstanding computer science stu-
- dents won first place in a recent computer

programming contest at California State
University, Los Angeles. Austin Cathey
and Timothy Johnson won the awards in
the contest’s junior college division. Both students were rec-
ognized with certificates and a plaque that will be mounted
on the wall in the ECC CompSci Lab.

ECC Police Honored

The ECC Police Department was honored by Mothers
Against Drunk Driving (MADD) for its efforts in enforcing the
law and educating the campus and the community about the
dangers of driving under the influence. The police depart-
ment runs an annual awareness fair that demonstrates the
dangers of drinking and driving, and coordinates various
safety check programs throughout the year.

Photography Professor Honored

Photography professor Darilyn Rowan was
recently honored on an international level
when one of her photographs was selected as
a finalist in the Photographer’s Forum Best of
Photography Competition 2009. The top 5% of
entries from around the world are selected as
finalists and will be published in the “Photographer’s Forum
Best of Photography Annual: 2009.”

Puente Club News

The ECC Puente Club was named “Most Active Club
2008-2009” at the Inter Club Council Banquet. The mission
of the Puente Program is to increase the number of students
transferring to four-year universities. Puente is open to all stu-
dents, providing English instruction in a supportive and stimu-
lating environment and access to counseling and mentors.

ECC Student & “Star” Dancer

B Congratulations to EI Camino College stu-
‘, Jr_, ¥ dent Anna Trebunskaya, a professional
]l dancer who regularly performs on the ABC

hit television show “Dancing with the Stars.”
She is a dedicated, hard-working student,

and of course, an outstanding dancer. This season, she was

hi_

paired with UFC heavyweight champion Chuck Liddell.

The EI Camino Community College District is committed to providing equal opportunity in which no person is
Subjected to discrimination on the basis of ethnic group identification, national origin, religion, age, sex, race,
color, ancestry, sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, or retaliation.
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El Camino College Honors Transfer Program Ranked No. 1 among area colleges in percent-

age of students who are in honors programs. Number of HTP students at ECC has doubled

in the past four years!

ECC is ranked... in the top 10 in the state in sending students to the
UC and CSU systems; highest admittance rate to UCLA, third
in students transferring to Cal State Long Beach; first in

students transferring to Cal State Dominguez Hills.

1-866-ELCAMINO

www.elcamino.edu



