
Levels of CREDIBILITY

Research Info



Conversational / 0 Credibility

They say that kids born of 
smoking moms are more 
likely to become criminals.



Informal / 1-3 Credibility

A news report in today's 
newspaper says that 
children born of smoking 
moms are more likely to 
become criminals.



Formal yet Not Research-Oriented / 
4-8 Credibility:

According to an Associated Press 
news report, a study published in 
this month's Archives of General 
Psychiatry claims that children 
born of mothers who smoke when 
pregnant are more likely to 
become criminals.



Research-Oriented / 9-10 Credibility

According to an Associated Press news 
report, a study published in the March 
1999 issue of Archives of General 
Psychiatry suggests that "Babies whose 
mothers smoke during pregnancy could be 
at a higher risk of growing up to be 
criminals" (Weber A1). 



Research-Oriented / 9-10 Credibility

Claiming their findings to be 
"significant," authors of the study 
point out "Our results support our 
hypothesis that maternal smoking 
during pregnancy is related to 
increased rates of crime in adult 
offspring" (qtd. in Weber A1).



Research-Oriented / 9-10 Credibility

According to an Associated Press news report, a 
study published in the March 1999 issue of 
Archives of General Psychiatry suggests that 
"Babies whose mothers smoke during 
pregnancy could be at a higher risk of growing 
up to be criminals" (Weber A1). Claiming their 
findings to be "significant," authors of the study 
point out "Our results support our hypothesis 
that maternal smoking during pregnancy is 
related to increased rates of crime in adult 
offspring" (qtd. in Weber A1). This study sends 
out serious warnings against smoking.
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