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El Camino Community College

Learning Resources Unit Council Meeting
November 27, 2007
Persons present:  Kerry Bossin KB, Don Brown DB, Susie Dever SD, Alice Grigsby AG, Moon Ichinaga, Ed Martinez EM, Claudia Striepe CS.

The meeting was convened at 1:07 P.M. by AG.
Item # 1:  The minutes of the October 16, 2007 meeting were reviewed and approved.
Item # II:  Winter Hours 2007/LRU:  AG advised that there would be no meeting in December.  She added that winter hours had been published, 8 A.M. to 6 P.M., as they were last year and raised the question of adjusting these hours or finding a creative way to accommodate some English classes scheduled for the evening.  Discussion followed on issues of budget, part-time librarian availability and student usage in terms of the LRC and LMTC as well as the Library.  SD suggested surveying faculty.  AG spoke of communication with instructors to let them know that LRU closes as their classes start and ask them to let LRU know their needs and we would try to accommodate them.  EM’s suggestion of services by appointment was well received.  SD pointed out that Nutrition classes have significant printing needs.  AG added that in planning for 2008-2009, we plan hours that will mirror the summer hours and will also see what kind of response comes from the faculty.  AG further advised that the Cataloging/Acquisitions position had been approved and that five additional classified positions have been requested:  one each for Circulation, LRC, and the new building; and two for Howard Story’s area.  Three are funded already.

Item # III:  Student Learning Outcomes Update:  CS advised of the need to turn in an end of the semester report and to develop a program SLO.  Discussion followed about Program and Unit levels and measurability.  MI suggested the tests in Basic Skills would be measurable.  AG asked if there something we do in common across the Unit.  SD and DB talked of the collection, use and satisfaction.  DB suggested checking collection development SLO’s.  AG urged anyone with ideas to send them to CS.
Item # IV:  Program Review:  DB distributed a summary of the polls of student opinion and explained that “satisfied” includes both “satisfied” and “somewhat satisfied.”  He added that “low satisfaction may look low but it also includes ‘no opinion.’”  He also reported that there was low faculty participation.  Discussion followed on ways to improve polls.  MI reported and it was confirmed by someone present, that she had heard Irene Graff did an Institutional Research library poll that was very favorable.  MI asked if the figures could be run again leaving out the “no opinion” and “never used.”  AG thanked DB for a yeoman’s job.

Item # V:  Facilities Building Update:  SD reported that the Humanities Building is substantially finished and furnishings begin arriving next week.  There will be a Writing Center with about 80 computer stations, a large room with about 70 computer stations, a Journalism facility, and then lab/classrooms.  As always, at issue is enough money for computers, and currently eight classrooms are short of needed computers.  AG added that our furnishings are piggybacked on the humanities order and that there’s a history of winding up with furniture and not enough money for equipment.  She also added that the challenge is to have furniture suitable to the Learning Center rather than the classroom and that the LRU must also be inviting enough.  SD explained the new addition’s floor plans, concepts, and furniture and advised that the building should be substantially complete on April 4 and occupied by summer or fall at the latest.  AG spoke of new planning software and in the next two or three weeks will be asking all to send what they see as needed by their areas in the way of equipment, people, everything.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30P.M.
