Faculty development team minutes

March 10, 2009
Attendees: David Vakil, Donna Manno, Christina Gold, Mercedes Thompson, Margaret Steinberg, Moon Ichinaga.
Recognition
Improving the Distinguished Faculty Award

Chris Gold agreed to continue researching the Hayward Award given annually by the Academic Senate of California Community Colleges. She will print copies of the award and solicit input on what changes (if any) we’d need to make to make the Hayward Award our new version of the Distinguished Faculty award. The rubric that is used to assess the ASCCC’s Hayward Award may satisfy the administration’s request for a more objective selection process.

Distinguished Adjunct Faculty Award

The possibility of creating an award that is different from the Distinguished (full-time) Faculty award was discussed. Perhaps faculty could donate to a fund, if a monetary prize is to be awarded. The Foundation or the Accounting department might be able to collect and distribute the funds. The committee also discussed the possibility of having one adjunct award winner in each division. Recipients of this award would likely only receive a plaque and/or certificate (because there are 9 divisions). This topic will be discussed further and the deans should be consulted.
General acknowledgement of excellence

The committee came up with two suggestions regarding general acknowledgement. First, create a web page that lists recipients of the Distinguished Faculty and Distinguished Staff awards, as well as the people on the Women’s Wall of Fame. Second, publicize the names of employees who receive letters from President Fallo after students acknowledge the employees during a survey administered during commencement. David Vakil will follow up with Ann Garten on both recommendations.
Teaching Book Club
The Teaching Book Club is now being run by Robin Bouse, an adjunct instructor in the Natural Sciences division. The book for this semester is Brain Matters: Translating Research into Classroom Practice by Patricia Wolfe. Donna Manno will see if she can order books for people participating in the book club. If not, the book costs $17 from Amazon.com.

The committee discussed the possibility of inviting Patricia Wolfe to be a speaker at El Camino College during a flex day in 2009-2010. Two options were presented: a keynote speech during the spring flex day, and/or two breakout sessions during spring or fall. Both options may be available for spring, if the author is willing to come to ECC for a day. The team decided to wait to see how well the book is received by the Book Club before proceeding with this idea.
The meeting adjourned at 1:55pm.
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