ACADEMIC SENATE Minutes

March 21, 2006
Attendance (X indicates present, exc = excused, pre-arranged, absence)

Behavioral & Social Sciences
Cannon, Elaine


McCrary, Ed


Widman, Lance
X
Wynne, Michael
X
Business

Thompson, Jacquie
X
Vacant


Vacant


Counseling

Beley, Kate
X
Gaines, Ken
X
Raufman, Lisa
X
Fine Arts

Berney, Dan
exc
Georges, William


McMillan, Russell
X
Storms, Harrison

Chris Wells
X
Health Sciences & Athletics

Van Lue, Nick
X
Morgan, Kathy (sharing)


Moon, Mary (sharing)
X
Sinopoli, Louis


Stanbury, Corey
X
Humanities

Breckheimer, Debra
X
Hong, Lyman


Marcoux, Pete
X
Uyemura, Evelyn
X
Warrener, Karen
X
Industry & Technology

Cafarchia, Vic


Hofmann, Ed
X
Kahan, Walt


Marston, Doug


Rodriguez, George
X
Learning Resources Unit

Dever, Susan
X
Striepe, Claudia
X
Mathematical Sciences

Ghyam, Massoud
exc
Perinetti, Dale
X
Taylor, Ralph
X
Tummers, Susan
X
Wang, Lijun


Natural Sciences

Cowell, Chas
X
Palos, Teresa
exc
Stewart, Julie
X
Vakil, David
X
Adjunct Faculty

Vacant


Vacant


Ex Officio Attendees: Janet Young, Francisco Arce, John Baker
Guests: Ann Collette, Tom Jackson
Unless noted otherwise, all page numbers refer to the packet used during the meeting, not the current packet you are reading now.

By vote of the senators present, the meeting agenda order was suspended so the meeting would finish by 1pm, allowing members to attend the El Camino College Dr. Nadine Ishitani Hata Memorial Cherry Blossom Festival.
President’s report – Susan Dever (henceforth SD)

An ad hoc group is forming on campus to consider revising the Student Conduct policy. There have been examples of disruptive behavior recently, such as in the library and in the student activities center. People interested in diagnosing and working on solutions to this problem should contact SD.

Unfinished Business

The AA/AS degree requirements have been passed by the Board of Trustees as written.
New Business

Constitutional Amendment
On page B1 is a proposed amendment to the Academic Senate’s constitution. The idea is to create a Vice President of Academic Technology. This would make the Academic Technology Committee (ATC) a standing committee of the senate, rather than an ad hoc committee. Currently, the ATC does not belong in any organization chart, and in theory is a subcommittee of the College Technology Committee. How things work in practice is less clear, as the ATC also reports to the senate. There will be time at the next meeting to discuss the amendment, prior to voting on this motion. It was noted that the new senate VP should receive release time. It was suggested that the VPAA support this motion because senate committees won’t be able to make a difference without VP support.
Board Policy on Academic Renewal
On pages B3-B5 are a cover letter, a draft policy, and the associated draft procedures regarding academic renewal. The language chosen matches CCLC (Community College League of California) language and fits the requests that Board of Trustees policies not contain too many details, although the policy is still lengthier than is “custom.” A large part of the work is written in the procedures. The policies and procedures are being submitted as one unit and the Education Policies committee asked that they be adopted “all or nothing.” The most controversy in the committee discussions arose over the last sentence on page B4, which says

Procedures for implementing the policy will be developed in collegial consultation with the Academic Senate, as defined in CCR 53200.

The debate was whether the language should be “collegial consultation” or “mutual agreement.” The language chosen matches Title 5, as referenced in the procedure on page B5. Collegial Consultation is described on page B6, taken largely from title 5, and is also defined by the senates’ roles. SD italicized some remarks on page B6 to highlight some relevant passages. It was noted that mutual agreement is part of collegial consultation. Concerns expressed in the past include that procedures can be refined without senate input; VP Arce said that procedures do need occasional refining to make matters consistent and technologically updated. He also stated that the general goal in policy/procedure issues should be mutual agreement, except for areas in Title 5 that are allocated to the Senate; those areas should have collegial consultation.
VP Arce said there is concern about the request that associated procedures come through the senate. SD noted that the key issue is that faculty believe there are certain elements currently written into the procedure that should not be removed without involving senate. Arce agreed that the spirit of the procedures should not change.
This item will also appear on the next agenda.

Announcements

The emergency motion about Limitations to Remedial Coursework that was passed at the last senate meeting did not get on the Board of Trustees agenda because of a communication problem. It will be on the next agenda.
Lisa Raufman distributed a hardcopy of the Faculty Development VP report.

Meeting was adjourned at 1pm.
