ACADEMIC SENATE Minutes

April 20, 2004

Attendance (X indicates present, exc = excused, pre-arranged, absence)

Beley, Kate
X

Berney, Dan
exc

Breckheimer, Debra


Cannon, Elaine
X

Cowell, Chas
X

Dever, Susan
X

Gaines, Ken


Georges, William
X

Grogan, Donna
X

Guzman, Dawn


Hofmann, Ed
X

Hong, Lyman


Isaacs, Brent

Jacobi, Frank

Marcoux, Pete
X
Marston, Doug
X

McMillin, Russell
X
Meyer, Trudy


Moon, Mary
X
Morgan, Kathy


Nothern, Stephen
X
Numrich, Kris
exc
O’Brien, Kevin
X
Perinetti, Dale
X

Phillips, Antoinette

Raufman, Lisa
X
Robles, Vince
exc
Sinopoli, Louis
X

Stanbury, Corey
X

Stephens, Kathy


Stewart, Julie
X

Storms, Harrison

Stupy, Mike

Taylor, Ralph


Thompson, Jacquie


Thompson, Sonya


Tyler, Rick
exc
Uyemura, Evelyn
exc
Vakil, David
X
Van Lue, Nick
X

Widman, Lance
X
Wynne, Michael
X
Ex Officio Attendees: Janet Young
Guests: Ann Collette, Arvid Spor

Unless noted otherwise, all page numbers refer to the packet used during the meeting, not the current packet you are reading now.

President’s report – Julie Stewart (henceforth JS)

Arvid Spor will discuss the next section of the Education Master Plan.

Most of the motions at the statewide senate plenary session passed. One notable exception was the one to delay voting on increasing the Math and English AA/AS degree requirements. The vote will take place in October 2004, as originally scheduled. Let JS know if your area would prefer that the AA/AS degree math requirement be raised to include a class that has algebra as a prerequisite or not. Note this doesn’t affect students receiving certificates or those who transfer. (The latter because transfer requirements are stronger than the proposed requirements.)

The statewide senate will clarify its legal status and authority. It is also considering hiring an attorney for local and state senates, as local senates are experiencing a few legal challenges.

The statewide senate voted to urge local senates to take oversight of measuring student learning outcomes. JS voted against this, as the motion was vague (i.e. what does “oversight” entail?) and she thought oversight should be department centered, not senate centered.

The statewide senate also voted to support categorical funding, and not lump these funds together as is proposed in the governor’s budget. Similarly, the senate voted to support VTEA funding, as those may be reallocated to private sources. See the last page of the packet.

The statewide senate strongly voted against SB (the state’s legislative senate bill) 1335, “Academic Bill of Rights” as it seems to infringe upon academic freedom. 

The state senate is also seeking funding for counseling and for the students redirected from UC/CSU system due to enrollment decreases in these systems. This funding would help offset effects on university-parallel classes offered at community colleges.

The state senate will soon develop a position paper about textbook pricing.

At the next meeting, we will discuss the concurrent enrollment procedure – please bring the packet with you (i.e. the one for the 4/20/2004 meeting, not this one). 

JS and others accepted Nadine’s commendation at the most recent Board of Trustees meeting. The VPAA position has been advertised, however there is no mention of having classroom experience in the advertisement, and the advertisement apparently went out without Board approval or approval of the hiring committee.

Minutes – approval/changes deferred until the next meeting

New Business

Arvid Spor discussed sections of the Education Master plan. Beginning on page E1 is the next section, about the history of ECC. The next section of the plan was distributed at the meeting and is about the planning and budgeting processes, which will incorporate Unit Planning Guides, etc. The next section after that will be the technology plan. He is still planning on having the final version to the Board of Trustees in June.

Chas asked how the age group stats on page E7 were counted. This was done by headcount, and does not take into account the full-time/part-time nature of student enrollment. Lisa asked about the timing of the planning cycle and what happens in 2005-2006. Arvid noted that we are working on a 3-year strategic cycle and a 5-year comprehensive master plan, and that the next accreditation visit will be in 2008. We need to give the accreditation team information halfway into the accreditation period, which would be next year. Lisa also pointed out that student learning outcomes need to be in the next accreditation report, and that we need guidelines and timelines to develop this information. Arvid replied that this info will come from the current planning processes that are already in place.

Educational Policies Report – Chas Cowell

No news. Chas’s research indicates that many schools don’t use auditing and he sympathizes with that. If you have strong feelings about whether auditing should or should not be allowed please share them with Chas.

Faculty Development – Lisa Raufman

The Asian-Pacific (called the Pan-Asian in the last minutes) conference will be May 7. There may be a student learning outcome conference on Flex day.

Flex credit for committee work is still being discussed, but will probably reaffirm past practice.

Lisa passed around fliers for Career & Majors fair on Wednesday, April 28 11am-2pm. This fair is not organized as it was in the past – the focus is now on majors, and not the job market. Lunch and flex credit is available, and the Career Center will help create and distribute information.

Finance and Special Projects – Lance Widman

No report.

Legislative Action – Donna Grogan

The proposed new constitution and bylaws were distributed. There is a typo indicating that these were ratified at the 4/20/2004 meeting – that should read “proposed.” Packets that contain prior versions are noted on these handouts. The big changes are that senate officers’ jobs are specified. JS asked that both old and new versions be placed on the website before the faculty-at-large vote on it. Because of the importance of this material, the next meeting will count as our first, not second, viewing. Therefore we will vote on May 18. Then, assuming approval, it will go to the full faculty.

Curriculum Committee – Janet Young

The Distance Education group gave an addendum for title V regulations. The articulation officer also gave a presentation on the ASSIST program, which is the statewide transfer system. This system gets about 6 million hits on the web each month, so it is well used.

The CCC also reviewed and approved independent study courses for Title V.

Janet Young was re-elected as the curriculum chair, and sang many praises for the work and help that Ann Collette provides, including her work with the L-course deletion. [Editor’s note: she also takes fantastic notes of senate meetings, helping make these minutes what they are.] 

JS noted that curriculum is the most import thing the Senate does. The curriculum secretary position (which is now vacant) was voted as VP Nadine Hata’s #1 priority to be hired after the hiring freeze is lifted, but President Fallo decided not to fill this position despite the high priority.

Calendar Committee – Debra Breckheimer & Kris Numrich

Nobody was present from the calendar committee.

Academic Technology Committee – Pete Marcoux

The ATC continues to prioritize academic software. Currently there are $400k in requests for a $100-120k budget. The next meeting is April 206 in Library 202.

Ed Hoffman noted that there was a typo in the schedule of classes regarding Memorial Day, and it was noted that there are generally errors in important school publications. JS noted that such errors, and similar errors on the school’s website, should be reported directly to President Fallo if things are to change. As for web page updates, contact the temporary web worker under Public Information director Ann Garten.

The website editing system that Susan Dever presented last semester was approved last semester, and is getting implemented. Do

\nna Manno and Ann Garten are co-chairs on this committee. Passwords for these web pages will still be an ITS function.

More New  Business

The concurrent enrollment procedure, staring on page C1, will be discussed at the next meeting. Questions should be directed to Bill Mulrooney, who will be at the next meeting.

Announcements

Please read through the proposed senate constitution carefully, and email comments to Donna Grogan.

Steve Nothern noted that the City of Torrance donated a fire engine and Chevron donated propane to the school.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:38pm. Believe it or not.

[Editor’s note: Look – only 4 pages!]

