EI Camino College
Associated Students Organization 
Senate Meeting Minutes

September 10, 2009
1:00 pm

Board Room 
I. Call to Order 

· Vice President Jose Iglesias called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm 

II. Roll Call (by sign in) 

· Executive Cabinet 

Present:  Josh Casper, Jose Iglesias, Ana Safazada, Elizabeth Mercado, David Nordel, Walter Mendez
· Senators 

Present: Begoña Guereca, John Linehan, Kevin Isomoto, Heather Roberts, Brenda Kaing, Kirstin Nguyen, Timothy Johnson, Johanna Zamora, Michael Shodiya
Not Present: Liz Valencia, Erika Maldonado(excused), Mark Rehbein (excused), Ashley Smith (excused) 
· Administrative Assistant (Non-Voting) 

Present: Jeethu Joseph

· Advisers (Non-Voting)
Present: Harold Tyler, Janice Watanabe, Jeannine Barba
· Guests 

Present: Dr.Jeanie Nishime (Vice President of SCA), Johnathan Fornes, Breeanna Bond, Christopher Pham, Danielle Parsons, Edmond Abdou, Tim Linehan, Hashim Tyler (Science Club Rep), Philip Stokes (ASO), Anthony Nguyen, Paul Hiney, Karla Villaseñor
III. Approval of the Minutes 
· The Minutes of August 27, 2009 was approved by unanimous consent as presented. 
IV.  Approval of the Agenda 

· Agenda approved by unanimous consent as presented.
V. New Business 

5.1 
Registration Fee Payment Proposal 
· Vice President of SCA, Dr. Nishime handed out a hardcopy of changes that students can expect in the upcoming semesters regarding Fee payments. She gave a brief summary Registration Fee Payment Proposal.  Students usually pay fees within 7 days of registration for classes. With the Liberal Pay Policy the School has incurred millions of dollars in uncollected fees. The $26 fee per unit collected goes directly go to the State. The State then reduces our allocation by the amount that we should have collected from students at registration.  With the current State Budget crisis, we can no longer afford not to collect all fees and therefore the college is considering a new fee payment schedule and policy.  
· The Purpose of Fee Payment Proposal is:  1) Continuing Students pay fees before the new students begin to enroll; 2)  Continuing students must pay earlier or they will be dropped from the class so that new students have an opportunity to register.  Payment from continuing students will be the Friday before the start of new student registration, December 11, 2009.  Payment must be received, either by check or online by December 12, 2009.  Second,  the Spring payment deadline date for new students and late registrants will be Monday, February 8, 2010; drops will be processed by Thursday, February 11, 29010.  Beginning February 8, 2010 it will be required that immediate payment be made for all spring transactions.  Even if a student gets dropped for late fees after registration, they still can register again, but then the February 8th deadline will be the new date to  pay the fees.  The Fixed dates for Fee payment will have a threshold of $63 so that students are not dropped for parking, health, ASB and student representation Fees.  Registration Fee holds will be initiated after the fourth week of the term. Students must clear all fee holds before registering for the next term. 
· If a student is approved for financial aid, the School will put those students in a cohort group so that they will not be dropped from their registered classes.  For continuing students who are used to paying fees late this new fee proposal will be a shock. The School administration was planning to implement the new policy this winter, but the Fiscal department said that this will be virtually impossible to implement by the winter semester. So this Fee proposal is going to be implemented this spring, 2010.
· Johnathan Fornes commented that the Fee proposal is a good idea and also inquired what will be the benefits of this?  Dr. Nishime answered that by the new fee proposal; there will be more open spaces for new students.  The School is responsible for collecting all the Fees. The state holds us accountable for uncollected fees and the state will diminish the money to be given to El Camino College by that amount.  David inquired of the Senate if any one who pays the fees by small amount throughout the semester will be affected by this proposal. Dr Nishime responded that by old policy, the continuing students have an opportunity to make payment throughout the 6 months following May in the spring semester. But by the New Policy, the students will be restricted from doing that and must make their payments as soon as possible. Walter commented that the New Fee Proposal will hurt lots of students due to the bad economy as well as people that require more time to pay their fees.  Dr. Nishime responded that those students in need of money may qualify for the Board of Governors Fee Waiver program to cover the Enrollment Fees.  David Nordel said that this policy will double the money students have to pay which includes both enrollment fees and   books.  Students will be forced to think of alternatives.  John Linehan inquired if there was a credit card installment program that for buying Books.  Dr. Nishime responded that the book buying issue has nothing to do with the new enrollment fee proposal. District cannot do any kind of book vouchers. Christopher Pham inquired how ECC is affected by the drops of students who did not pay aside from those cohort groups.  Dr. Nishime responded that school goes through a fiscal audit. The New Fee policy will have a positive effect regards to the credit rating of the district. In long term ECC is hurt by the uncollected fees.  Since 50% of students turn over each semester, there is no way to collect the fees from them.
· Dr. Nishime thanked the Senate for their questions and for being sensitive about the issues regarding students. She reminded the Senate that the College has a financial obligation that must be met when it comes to collecting fees.
5.2 Appointments 
· Josh Casper told the Senate that we have 11 appointments to make with the   existing time available. 
· The First Appointment for the Senate was Mr. Paul Hiney as the Senator of the Health Science and Athletics Division. Josh Casper described Paul Hiney’s qualifications and his current status in El Camino College. 
· Motion to approve Paul Hiney as the Senator of Health Science and Athletics Division. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by David Nordel. 
· Senate members were given a chance to ask any questions or doubts about Paul Hiney regarding his nomination as a Senator.
· Motion Passed.
· The next appointment for the Senate was Mr. Edmond Abdou as the Senator of the Natural Sciences Division. Josh Casper introduced and gave a few words about Edmond Abdou to the Senate.
· Motion to approve Edmond Abdou as the Senator of Natural Science Division. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by David Nordel.

· Senate was given an opportunity to ask questions to Edmond Abdou.
· Motion Passed.

· The Third Appointment for Senate was Mr. Anthony Nguyen as the Senator of Behavioral and Social Sciences Division. Josh Casper said that Anthony Nguyen resigned from his previous position as Student at large to ASO Finance Committee. He also gave a description about Anthony Nguyen
· Motion to approve Anthony Nguyen as the Senator of Behavioral and Social Sciences Division. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by Ana Safazada. 
· Senate Members asked questions to Anthony Nguyen regarding his qualifications and abilities as well as what ASO can expect from him as a Senator.
· Motion Passed.

· Senate also appointed Justices for the fall and Spring Semester Court. The appointed Justices have voting position in the Court and not in ASO Senate.
· The First Justice appointment for the Fall Semester Court ending June 30 was Karla Villaseñor. Josh Casper introduced Karla to the Senate and gave a brief description about her.
· Motion to approve Karla Villaseñor as Justice for the Fall Semester Court ending June 30. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by David Nordel. 
· Senate Members asked few questions about Karla’s qualifications to be served as Justice and what ASO can expect from her as a Justice.
· Motion Passed.

· The Second Justice Appointment for the Fall Semester Court was Danielle Parsons. Josh Casper gave a brief description about Danielle Parsons to the Senate.
· Motion to approve Danielle Parsons as Justice for the Fall Semester Court. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by Ana Safazada. 

· Senate members asked questions to Danielle Parsons about her abilities and expectations serving as Justice.
· Motion Passed.

· The third and final Justice Appointment for the Spring Semester Court was Hashim Tyler. Josh Casper described Hashim’s qualifications and current status in ECC.
· Motion to approve Hashim Tyler as Spring Semester Justice. Moved by David Nordel, Seconded by Josh Casper.
· Hashim told a brief description about himself. 

· Motion Passed.

· Appointments were also made for the vacant positions in the Executive Cabinet. 

· The First Appointment for Executive Cabinet was Breeanna Bond as Student Service Officer. Josh Casper talked about her vast involvement inside the campus as well as outside.

· Motion to approve Breeanna Bond as Student Service Officer. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by David Nordel.
· Breaanna Bond was given a chance to introduce herself to the Senate and answer questions raised from the Senate members about her abilities.

· Motion Passed.

· Second Appointment for the Executive Cabinet as the Director of Finance was Johnathan Fornes. Josh Casper gave a brief description about Johnathan Fornes to the Senate.
· Motion to approve Johnathan Fornes as Director of Finance. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by David Nordel.
· Johnathan introduced himself to the Senate and gave his comment on serving in the position of Director of Finance.
· Motion Passed.

· The third and Final Appointment for the Executive Cabinet was Philip Stokes as Region 7 Representative. Josh Casper gave brief description about Philip Stokes
· Motion to approve Philip Stokes as Region 7 Representative. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by Ana Safazada.

·  Philip Stokes told the Senate his abilities and what he can do as a Region 7 Representative.
· Motion Passed.

· Motion to Move 5.3 and the remaining appointments in 5.2. Moved By David Nordel, Seconded by Josh Casper. Motion Passed.
VI. Old Business 
6.1 CCCSAA- Josh Casper

· ASO approved up to 6 members to attend CCCSAA Conference held on October 16-18, 2009 in Sacramento. Josh Casper sent out emails to every Senate members requesting to contact him those who are interested in attending the Conference. The Following people who responded have been chosen; Josh Casper, Jose Iglesias, Walter Mendez, Ana Safazada, Ashley Smith, Erika Maldonado. 
· Motion to approve Josh Casper, Jose Iglesias, Walter Mendez, Ana Safazada, Ashley Smith, and Erika Maldonado to attend the Conference held on Oct. 16-18, 2009 in Sacramento. Moved by Josh Casper, Second by David Nordel. Motion passed
VII. Reports
7.1 
ASO Member Reports 
· On the Request of David Nordel, Walter Mendez reported to the Senate that the Board of Trustees passed the budget. The Board of Trustees made a pledge to raise $25,000 for the OCEA Scholarship.
· Josh Casper thanked Erika Maldonado and Liz Valencia for organizing the Coffee and Doughnuts Fundraiser. He also thanked everyone else who worked for the Fundraiser during the first week of School.

· Josh Casper also said that the Club Rush table signup sheet is been going around. He requested Senate to signup to work on the table during Club Rush.
7.2 
ICC Reports- Ana Safazada

· Referred to the earlier discussion on Club Rush. 
 7.3 
Committee Reports - none
7.4 
Advisor Reports 
· Harold Tyler – Encouraged Student members to report any thing negative going on in ECC Campus to Police.
VIII. Public Comment on Non- Agenda Items
· Walter Mendez said to the Senate members to check their email. There has been an assault reported on the ECC Bulletin.
Josh Casper said that Police Chief Mike Trevis is going to be present in the next Senate Meeting to talk about the Police Advisory Committee.  
IX. Adjournment
· Motion to adjourn. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by John Linehan. Motion passed.
· Meeting adjourned at 2:02 pm
Minutes Recorded by Jeethu Joseph 
Minutes Verified by

           Josh Casper, ASO President                                         Janice Watanabe, ASO Adviser
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