EI Camino College
Associated Students Organization 
Senate Meeting Minutes

October 8, 2009
1:00 pm

Activities West Conference Room 
I. Call to Order 

· Vice President Jose Iglesias called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm 

II. Roll Call (by sign in) 

· Executive Cabinet 

Present:  Joshua Casper, Jose Iglesias, Ana Safazada, Elizabeth Mercado, Walter Mendez, Philip Stokes
Not Present: Johnathan Fornes (excused), Breeanna Bond (excused), David Nordel
· Senators 

Present: Liz Valencia, Begoña Guereca, John Linehan, Kevin Isomoto, Heather Roberts, Paul Hiney, Brenda Kaing, Kirstin Nguyen, Timothy Johnson, Michael Shodiya, Edmond Abdou
Not Present: Erika Maldonado(excused), Mark Rehbein, Anthony Nguyen, Ashley Smith (excused), Johanna Zamora (excused)
· Justices (Non-Voting)

Present: Danielle Parsons, Karla Villaseñor, Hashim Tyler
· Commissioner of Fundraising 
Christopher Pham (excused)
· Administrative Assistant (Non-Voting) 

Present: Jeethu Joseph

· Advisers (Non-Voting)
Present: Harold Tyler, Janice Watanabe, Jeannine Barba
· Guests 

Present: Debbie Conover (Student Health Service), Richard Gieser, Jessica Lopez, Raven Sevilleja, Lily Kurosaki, Leo Rachman (International Student Program), Dr.Jeanie Nishime (Vice President of SCA).
III. Approval of the Minutes 
· The Minutes of September 24, 2009 was approved by unanimous consent as presented. 
IV.  Approval of the Agenda
· Agenda approved by unanimous consent as presented.
V. New Business 

5.1 
S.S.C.C.C: Approval of Funds 
· Josh Casper said that Johnathan Fornes is been excused from today’s meeting and will be talking about the approval of the funds for S.S.C.C.C Conference in next meeting.
· Josh Casper announced that the Finance Committee approved funds to attend S.S.C.C.C Conference. The Committee approved up to $3900 to send 4 students and an Adviser to the upcoming S.S.C.C.C Conference held November 6-8, 2009 in San Francisco.
· Motion to approve the Finance Committee recommendation of allocating $3900 to send up to 4 students and an Adviser. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by Ana Safazada.
· Josh Casper also said that he will be announcing those 4 students that will be attending the Conference. He will be emailing the Senate members to get the names of people that are interested in attending the Conference.
· Motion Passed.
· Motion to Move 6.1 (Old Business) in front of 5.2. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by Walter Mendez. Motion Passed.
VI. Old Business 
6.1 Fee Payment Proposal – Vice President Jeannie Nishmie
· Vice President Dr. Nishmie gave a brief description of numbers on how much money has gone uncollected by the college. The accounts receivable are a little over $5 million. With summer and fall of 2009 included the debt has gone to over $9 million. As of September 9, 2009, 46.7% of students have to pay $10 or more; 28.3% of students have to pay $65 or more; 22% of students have to pay $100 or more. As of the old policy 20% of the students or more do not be their fees by deadline. Liberal Pay Policy says fees for the classes are supposed to be paid 7 days after registration. Students who are used to paying their fees late or not at all will be forced to pay by due date with the New proposal.
· Questions and concerns were raised after Dr. Nishmie gave her talk on Proposal. Ana Safazada asked Dr. Nishmie if there is another option aside from dropping students from their registered classes. Dr. Nishmie responded that as of now the Fee Proposal is to collect fees upfront. Each semester 50% of students turn over and there is no way that fee can be collected once they leave. 
· Josh Casper asked if we have any methods for financial aid students and Veterans to be special consideration. Dr. Nishmie responded that there will be cohort groups for those students that are international, Veterans and financial aided. I.T.S will be creating a list of students who are to be dropped for not paying fees before the due date. Josh also asked if this proposal is going to be tested for its success. Dr. Nishmie responded that the new policy is not for testing, it will be implemented in up coming semesters.
·  Philip Stokes inquired if there is going to be an extended deadline for financial aid students. Dr. Nishmie responded that it is fully up to the financial aid office. He also asked what if the lists of students that are going to be prepared by I.T.S for dropping are long. Dr. Nishmie responded that the numbers are flexible; anyone who owes $130 or more will be dropped when the list is produced. 
· Ana Safazada asked if the regular students can file a petition for extended deadline. Dr. Nishmie responded that it is not a wide spread option, and also something like that already exists in the college system. 
· When Josh Casper inquired about that the waitlisted classes and how they work with the New Policy, Dr. Nishmie responded that ECC notifies each student when it is removed so students have to check their email regularly to see if there are any changes. A threshold will be there. 
· Philip Stokes inquired that if students owe more money and if they have financial aid, when they are extended as their deadline? Dr Nishmie responded that “Let’s say the continuing students have their deadline as Dec.11, ‘09 or wait past that they can work things around by the next deadline, Feb.8, ‘09. Students could work things together but it is difficult to work with individual students in a College the size of ECC”. Philip also inquired about the advertisement of the New Proposal. Dr. Nishmie responded that the public relations are working on that and also the news will be passed by sending students, emails, Face book, My Space, Twitter but not sure how soon it will be done. The proposal has been already send to the Deans and Faculty. There will be wide spread marketing of the Proposal. 
· Josh said that he is not 100% opposed to this Proposal but he will be comfortable if we implement this on the summer of 2010. Dr. Nishmie responded that Education code will not allow students to be dropped after session begins. Summer turns into the same situation. If the list of people to be dropped is huge, then they are not going to be dropped but not implementing this policy is not an option. We are moving forward with this idea. If half of the students are not paid by the deadline, it will be a soft implementation.
· Walter Mendez asked what the benefit is for students by implementing this proposal. Dr. Nishmie responded that the continuing students will be forced to pay their fees by due date. Students enrolled but they have no intention paying will be dropped to make room for new students. Walter asked to Leo Rachman (International Students Program) who was present in the meeting, if they are prepared for this new Proposal. Leo answered that he has no idea. He is scared that it is going to have huge impact on the accounting of the International office and also the I.T.S department.
· Ana Safazada asked if 20 to 40% students are not paying their fees and got dropped, what the benefit is if we are losing more students. Dr. Nishmie responded that her feeling to this proposal is that when the students think they are going to be dropped at least 80%  will pay their fees by due date. Since 275 classes are going to be cut from the schedule in the upcoming spring semester, there will be competition for spaces available. By implementing the proposal, there will be more competition for spaces available that students will be paying for their classes.
· Dr. Nishmie thanked the Senate for their questions and concerns. She requested to make sure that every student checks their emails regularly
· New Business 

· Josh Casper invited Debbie Conover from the Health Service department to the   Senate meeting. Debbie Conover gave a brief speech of what is currently happening in Student Health Service and made a request that the students support having health Service Center available in the summer. She would like ASO’s help in advocating this proposal.  She said that the House & Senate approved money for flu vaccine. She passed out the Health Center’s Program Review. She said that we are a program that is based on the students needs. We were asked on Surveys about opening the Health Center during the summer and students favored the idea of doing that. All she needs is the help of the student government to initiate the idea by bringing up this in the Board of Trustees. During the summer, health fees are not collected from the students. 

· Harold Tyler responded to her speech that the Board meetings have an area called public comment on non- agenda items and is open to students and staff for their concerns and suggestions. Josh Casper will be putting this in the Agenda of the next Senate meeting to vote and send this to the Board in November.
· Ana Safazada thanked Debbie Conover for coming to the meeting and requesting for the support of the student government. She encouraged the Senate to support this idea since it’s a valuable Service.
5.2 Student Centered Syllabus Design Committee
· Josh Casper asked if ASO is interested in forming a Student Centered Syllabus Design Committee.
· Motion to move 5.3 and 5.4 to next meeting due to the absence of Jonathan Fornes. Moved by Josh Caper, Seconded by Tim Linehan. Motion Passed.
VII. Reports
7.1 
ASO Member Reports 
· Timothy Johnson announced the Senate that the math division council is going to have their first meeting. 
· Begoña Guereca announced that she attended the Business division meeting and was informed that 14 business classes are going to be cut for the Spring Semester. She also said that the budget reduced 30% in all line-item. 
· Josh Casper attended the Osher Scholarship event to raise money to support community college scholarship foundation. Osher raised $600,000 in one day. El Camino College and Compton should be raising $1.5 million together. David Nordel is going to talk about how to raise money and how Senate can help in the next meeting.
· Ana Safazada said that she attended the Academic Senate meeting. The meeting proposed to extend the starting of summer session one week later and ending closer to fall the semester. The Academic Senate is currently working on having more technologies.
· Philip Stokes attended the Region 7 meeting. He talked in the meeting about the construction work that is going on at the El Camino Campus. He also informed that Region 7 Senator is been elected. If any students have questions about Region 7 meeting, they can ask Philip Stokes. He also said that the meeting formed a committee for Constitution and By Laws development.

· Walter Mendez informed the Senate that he went to the web task force committee meeting. He also mentioned last meeting head shots of the ASO members were taken by the college photographer.
7.2 
ICC Reports
· Philip Stokes informed ICC is going to host a spirit week for the upcoming Homecoming event in November. There is also going to be a pep rally for the Football team. The spirit week consist of nerd dress, disco outfits etc. There is also going to be a VIP restricted party after the game where ASO members are invited. He also encouraged students to donate blood for the blood drive.
 7.3 
Committee Reports
· Walter announced that there is going to be a P.R meeting next week

· Philip Stokes informed that he attended the Dean’s Council meeting. They discussed the matters concerning Dr. Nishmie’s Fee Proposal.
· Jose Iglesias attended the calendar committee meeting. They spoke of possibly eliminating winter session of 2011 and want student input.
· Josh Casper announced that the Academic Senate may change the 5138 policy of student conduct. They have sent it to the Ed. Policy committee. But they need a student to attend policy committee meeting. Josh also said that he is going to work with Ashley Smith, the Senate leader to set up duties for Senators. 
7.4 
Advisor Reports
· Harold Tyler advised to look over the Mission Statement of the El Camino College and the California Community College system. Student input is necessary for both Mission Statements so that they can be updated. He also said that there is going to be a volunteer working for marketing ASB sticker, named Zahid Ahmed.
· Jeannine Barba informed the Senate that the deadline for joining AGS is next week. 

VIII. Public Comment on Non- Agenda Items
· Breeanne Bond informed that there is going to be a Fundraising Dinner at Ruby’s Diner for Honors Transfer Program. Senate members can get their flyers from Breeanne Bond. Come and Support HTP.
· Walter Mendez informed the Senate that the Tailor Made is being sponsored by the South Bay BMW and is encouraging members to attend the Fashion week LA.
IX. Adjournment
· Motion to adjourn. Moved by Josh Casper, Seconded by Walter Mendez. Motion passed.
· Meeting adjourned at 1:59 pm
Minutes Recorded by Jeethu Joseph 
Minutes Verified by

           Josh Casper, ASO President                                         Harold Tyler, ASO Adviser
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