El Camino College

Associated Students Organization

Senate Meeting Minutes
9 October 2008

1:00pm

Stadium Room
I. Call to Order

· Ivana Poste called the meeting to order at 12:55 p.m.
II. Roll Call (by sign in)
· Executive Cabinet

Present: Megan McLean, Ivana Poste, Clarissa Jones, Chiamaka Sandra Enemuoh, Elise Yerelian, Angelina Nader, Michael Pearlson, Deyja Charles

Not Present: Joe Udeochu

· Senators
Present: Josh Casper, Hassanat Kadiri, Michael Hiney, Liz Valencia, Sam Hong, Kelly Humphrey, John Wyatt, Aileen Kim, Anum Baig
Not Present: Esteli Bowman-Rivera, Salvatore DiGaetano, Cassie Liao
Advisers
Present: Janice Watanabe, Jeannine Barba

Not Present: Harold Tyler

· Guests

Present: Brandon Davis, Nehasi Lee
III. Approval of the Minutes

· The Minutes were approved as presented.
IV. Approval of the Agenda

· Nehasi Lee, a student from the El Camino College Compton Center,  addressed that, according to the Brown Act, the Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items should be at the beginning of the meeting in section V, and not at the end in section VIII. He stated that, with the Public Comment being at the end, it suggests that the public does not have any rights.

Motion to move Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items to right before New 
Business for only this meeting. Moved by M. Mc Lean, Seconded by J. Wyatt.

V. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items
· Nehasi Lee would like to have a student from the Curriculum Committee sit in on the other school’s meetings. He would like the Torrance El Camino campus to be more involved with the Compton El Camino campus and vice versa. 

· Brandon Davis addressed the issue of not having recycle bins on campus. According to a senate member, El Camino used to have recycle bins, but they were disposed of because the janitors did not like separating the trash from the recyclables. 
VI. New Business 
6.1 On-Campus Smoking Discussion
· Recently, many students have addressed ASO regarding their dislike for the second-hand smoke particularly around eating areas such as the Cafeteria or the Common Grounds. M. Mc Lean stated that in 2006, ASO conducted a survey. The survey results showed that approximately 10% of El Camino students smoke. The current smoking law is that a person can not smoke within 20 feet of a door to a building. A smoking ban was previously passed by the executive cabinet but not reinforced. There will be further discussion at a later meeting after more information has been collected. 

· Comments:

· I can not stand the smell of smoke (J. Wyatt).

· If we take away a nice area from the smokers, we need to give them an equivalent nice place to be able to smoke (E. Yerelian). 

· People are very inconsiderate when you walk outside of buildings. There is no avoiding the smoke. If you do not care about your own health, then someone else does care about your health and their own (C. Enemuoh).

· Maybe we could have a non-smoking radius around food places (E. Yerelian)? 

· Maybe tickets could be issued if a student smokes in a restricted area (S. Hong)?

· Could we poll another survey to see how students currently feel about this issue (C. Enemuoh)?
· Motion to move this topic to cabinet for further discussion and have the Policy Committee possibly formulate an anti-smoking policy.

      Moved by M. McLean, Seconded by J. Wyatt.

VII. Old Business 
VIII.     Reports

      8.1 ASO Member Reports 


8.1.1 -K. Humphrey 

· By November 13, 2008, the Mathematical Sciences division is trying to hire five new full-time math teachers. They are trying to get more funding for math programs in addition to getting computer labs in the math building. 

8.1.2 -D. Charles

· Some members of ASO were interview recently by the 14-member accreditation team last week. The ASO members were asked how they view other students’ involvement with El Camino and how much general knowledge they think the other students have about student government, clubs, and committees.

8.1.3 -A. Nader

· Dana White, a motivational speaker, has offered to come speak to our school. Fliers were passed out explaining who he is and what he does exactly. Depending on the number of students present at his presentation, the prices will vary. If 300-400 students are present, a discount will be given and half of his earnings from the El Camino presentation will be donated back to our school.

· A motion was requested to give White a final answer, but, by a mistake in the agenda not showing this as New Business, the motion was not permitted. Thus, a head-count was taken of all present at this meeting who would go to his presentation to hear him speak. Fifteen agreed to attend. 

· White requested a firm answer whether he will or will not speak to El Camino, but, with no motion, a definite answer will not be given to him.  
8.1.4 -M. Hiney

· Many students have expressed the desire for implementing credit and debit card usage at on-campus stores and restaurants.

8.2 ICC Reports – Brandon Davis

8.2.1 -The blood drive went very well with 309 people donating, although only 84% of the blood goal was reached. Another blood drive will be conducted in March 2009.


8.2.2 -A motion was passed by the ICC to have a children’s holiday party on December 5, 2008. ASO is welcome to help. 
8.3 Committee Reports 

8.3.1 -D. Charles


Many courses have been changed and added to the IGETC plan. USCs and CSUs are accepting these additional courses. More courses will be added next week.


8.3.2 -I. Poste


The Deans’ Committee is re-planning our budget and prioritizing items by importance level. 
8.4 Adviser Reports – J. Watanabe

The ASO website has been updated will all members’ names.

IX.     Adjournment
· Motion to adjourn. 
Moved by D. Charles, Seconded by M. Hiney. Motion passed.
· Meeting adjourned at 1:38 p.m.
Minutes recorded by A. Dreiling
Minutes verified by:

___________________________________    _________________________________

        Megan McLean, ASO President                       Janice Watanabe, ASO Adviser
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