El Camino College

Associated Students Organization

Senate Meeting Minutes
6 November 2008

1:00pm

Stadium Room
I. Call to Order

· I. Poste called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM.
II. Roll Call (By sign-in)
·   Executive Cabinet

Present: Megan McLean, Ivana Poste, Clarissa Jones, Chiamaka Sandra Enemuoh, Elise Yerelian, Michael Pearlson, Deyja Charles

Not Present: Joe Udeochu, Angelina Nader
·   Senators
Present: Esteli Bowman-Rivera, Joshua Casper, Hassanat Kadiri, Liz Valencia, Salvatore DiGaetano, Sam Hong, Cassie Liao, Kelly Humphrey, John Wyatt, Anum Baig
Not Present: Michael Hiney, Aileen Kim
·   Advisers
Present: Janice Watanabe, Jeannine Barba

·   Guests

Present: Brandon Davis
III. Approval of the Minutes

· The Minutes were approved as presented.
IV. Approval of the Agenda
· Motion to move item 5.1, Field Trips Policy Discussion, from New Business to item 6.1 in Old Business.  Moved by E. Yerelian, Seconded M. Mc Lean. Motion Passed.
V. New Business 
5.1 Recruiting Activity – M. Mc Lean
· The SSCCC Conference went very well. It was much more serious than the CCCSAA conference. At the conference, M. Mc Lean adopted the idea of forming a mentor program. 

· Many of the ASO’s current members will be transferring to universities in the fall of 2009.  Many positions will be vacant, thus creating a need for more student involvement to take on the positions. Two ideas were presented that would help make our current members’ leaving transition smoothly into the new members’ hands.

· 1) Maybe we could have a “mock meeting” of our usual meeting, to show any interested students how the meetings are conducted with possibly a free lunch incentive? 

· 2) Maybe we could institute a mentor program where students will be able to shadow our current members? This will help them transition when they will be taking office in the fall.

· The President would like to start a committee, a student recruitment/mentor program, that would allow us to start searching for the next ASO members. Two chairpersons and four other members are required to institute this committee. The chairperson(s) will be in charge of planning and calling the meetings to order.
· C. Enemuoh suggested E. Yerelian as a chairperson. E. Yerelian will be involved with the committee but will not be a chairperson.

· C. Enemuoh volunteered to be one of the two chairpersons.

· J. Casper volunteered to be the second chairperson. 
· S. DiGaetano, K. Humphrey, and E. Yerelian agreed to join as members.

· Motion to set up a student recruitment committee and appoint C. Enemuoh and J. Casper as chairpersons. Moved by M. Mc Lean, Seconded by E. Yerelian. Motion Passed.
VI. Old Business 

      6.1 Field Trips Policy Discussion – E. Yerelian
· A preliminary policy has been drafted concerning field trips. This preliminary policy will be addressed at the Board meeting on December 15th. The following are important issues that have been included in this policy. When using District equipment, the following conditions will pertain (BP 4300, Title 5, Section 55220):
· 1) The District shall obtain liability insurance.

· 2) Travel must not exceed a distance 500 miles from the college unless approved by the appropriate Vice President prior to planning the field trip. 

· 3) All drivers will undergo Safe driver training prior to departure and pass certification requirements to operate a 12-passenger van.  
VII.     Reports

      7.1 ASO Member Reports
7.1.1 – SSCCC Conference
· M. Mc Lean, C. Enemuoh, E. Yerelian, and D. Charles attended the SSCCC Conference.

· I got the idea of a mentor program from the conference (M. Mc Lean).

· We had to write resolutions. The representatives then voted for or against them. It was very successful. One resolution that did pass, to my disappointment, was forcing AB 540 undocumented students to pay $20 to go to college (C. Enemuoh).

· ASO members should get business cards to pass around at conferences so that connections can be made with other student government members outside of the conferences (C. Enemuoh).

· I believe there are business cards in the Senate Office, but I am not sure about there being any in the Executive Office (J. Casper).

· I was impressed with the overall seriousness of the conference. Smoking on campus was a big topic (E. Yerelian).

7.1.2 - MESA
· I will be writing a letter to MESA to expand its facilities. I would like people to sign the letter (J. Wyatt)
· MESA is a program in the math department. The Dean, Dr. Goldberg will give funding for the tutoring/homework assistance.

7.1.3 – Book Policy
· This issue was discussed at the SSCCC Conference.
· Some people are renting books to save money. Many times the instructors do not know the price of the book for students until it arrives at the bookstore. Maybe we could try to institute a book policy which would make books more affordable and would let instructors know how much the book will cost their students so that they can possibly choose a more economical selection (C. Enemuoh). 
7.2 ICC Reports – B. Davis 
·  Homecoming is on November 15, 2008, from 9:00PM to 1:00AM. It will only cost $8 with the ASB Sticker. Tickets are on sale now. We need to help get the word out.
· December 5, 2008, is the Children’s Holiday Party. More volunteers are needed to help setup and stay for the party since there will be approximately eighty 4-year-olds. The party will be in the Activities’ Center East Lounge. There will be nine or ten tables set up with each table administering different activities. 

· The ICC Vice President resigned. A new VP is needed. Anyone applying for the VP position must have been involved with at least one semester of ICC.

7.3 Committee Reports – I. Poste
· I went to the Council of Dean’s meeting. They were discussing the Field Trip Policy and how it still needs many changes.
· The people who work at and/or students who go to the library want to have a new printing service. You will have to pay for it though. 

· The Dean’s want to change the Repeat System. They want to make it easier for students who have not been able to pass a class.

· The Council of Dean’s is trying to plan efficiently because of budget cuts. 
7.4 Adviser Reports – None
VII. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items
· The Great Shakeup will be on November 13, 2008, at 10:00AM. It will be a simulated earthquake where students will be forced to take cover and then evacuate from their classrooms. The fire alarms will be going off. The entire procedure will take approximately an hour. Some other campuses will be simulating injuries too but not us (J. Watanabe). 
· Will they plan an earthquake drill for nighttime students also (E. Yerelian)?

· No, they did not plan to have a drill at nighttime, but that would be a good idea (J. Watanabe).

· The Environmental Club has a person who will pick up all of the recyclables for free. We just need to get bins now and have people cooperate with us by throwing their trash into the correct containers (B. Davis).

·  A student would like there to be a microwave in the Activities’ Center for public use. There is an unused microwave in the Senate office, but the fire and health hazard risks, in my opinion, are too high. If there was one, who would be in charge of keeping it clean (J. Casper)? 
· The easiest and safest solution is to ask the vendors to use their microwaves (E. Yerelian).

· The football coach approached Deyja and me asking if we had any ideas about trying to get more student participation at the games. A pep rally was an idea (K. Humphrey).

· The football players should come to us. Making t-shirts is an idea. We will try to help as much as we can, but the players need to come integrate with us (D. Charles). 

IX.     Adjournment
· Motion to adjourn. 
Moved by E. Yerelian, Seconded by D. Charles. Motion Passed.
· Meeting adjourned at 1:40PM.

Minutes recorded by A. Dreiling

Minutes verified by:


___________________________________    _________________________________

        
Megan McLean, ASO President                       Janice Watanabe, ASO Adviser
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