Academic Technology Committee (ATC)

Minutes

February 12, 2004

Attendees:  
Dick Barton, Francis Baylen, Lyn Clemons, Susie Dever, Joe Georges, Dwayne Hayden, Tom Jackson, Jason La, Bob Lewis, Pete Marcoux, Dave Murphy, Barbara Morris, Jim Noyes, Donna Post, Howard Story, Bobbi Villalobos, Michael Wynne

Next Meeting:  Monday, March 8, 2004 - 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM 



 Library 202

The meeting opened at 11:30 am with a discussion by Susie Dever regarding the preliminary El Camino budget for fiscal 2004-2005.  Susie, who is a member of the ECC Planning and Budget Committee, reported that there will be a line item in next year’s budget specifically for academic software needs, and that the divisions should submit their new or upgraded software needs by March 12.  Divisions can use existing purchasing, licensing, support, and inventory information for compilation of their budgetary needs.  Susie recommended that figures include a large enough figure to take care of audio/video needs as well.  Susie asked that the software and other priorities be compiled by the next ATC meeting on March 8 for submission by March 12.  The number of students impacted per year by these division requests would be useful as well.  
Next on the agenda was the issue of spam control.  Joe Georges spoke about the importance of this and introduced Jason La from ITS.  Jason spoke about ITS’ spam blocking system and the fact that some email that’s spam in the opinion of one department may not be spam to others.  Jason explained that there are two steps in the process of blocking unwelcome email:  the first filter is for virus infections and the second is for spam.  After looking over lists of both subject line spam words and body text spam words furnished by ITS and circulated by Joe Georges prior to the meeting, Pete Marcoux suggested doing away with body text filtering and keeping just the subject line filter.  This suggestion was made to facilitate email sent by students during the course of their classes - inasmuch as instructors can direct students to phrase email subject lines in ways that bypass the spam filter.  Student assignments and other email would then get through to faculty. 
It was recommended that ITS provide faculty and staff with information about spam, and that ITS supply faculty with a spam “tip sheet” for guidance.  Jason acknowledged that quarantined files should be inspected by a group to ascertain whether the files should be blocked or not.  Joe Georges volunteered to head such a group should one be set up.
It was further suggested by consensus that ITS distribute information to all faculty about how to subscribe/unsubscribe to the relevant campus listservs.  There has been some confusion over this matter for some time.   

Regarding a new course management system (CMS), Howard Story stated that at the end of 2002-03 DEAC had recommended that the college use the Blackboard course management system on a campuswide basis as El Camino’s sole CMS. Now the ATC is being asked to make a recommendation of its own by the end of March. The ATC hopes for broader input, since whatever CMS is chosen for El Camino will eventually serve on-campus classes as well as online classes. Joe Georges stated that a couple of new options have appeared recently.  One such option will be available in the form of Etudes.NG (New Generation), which will be offered through Foothill College.  Foothill is now planning to adapt the new SAKAI course management system, which will be free and open-source.  SAKAI is being developed initially by a consortium of universities, including Stanford and the University of Michigan. A Foothill-customized version of SAKAI will be ready for use by fall 2005.  Moodle is yet another new course management system available, which will be used this spring on a very limited basis at El Camino.  Moodle was created in Australia, but is used in many countries around the world. 
The last item on the agenda was the matter of laptop computers.  Faculty laptops are still running Windows 98 and need to be upgraded.  Dave Murphy commented that CIS has $30,000 of outside funding to be used for upgrades, but when CIS requested approval for the upgrades, to be paid for with external funds, they were turned down.  
Faculty will need to comply with certain criteria in order to have their laptops upgraded – once an upgrade becomes possible.  Recommendations for these criteria will be discussed at the next ATC meeting.  

Also to be discussed at the next meeting are standards for smart classrooms.

