Academic Technology Committee (ATC)

Minutes

March 28, 2003

Attendees:  
Lucinda Aborn, Alana Angel, Dick Barton, Francis Baylen, Susie Dever, Joe Georges, Dwayne Hayden, Tom Jackson, Barbara Morris, Jim Noyes, Donna Post, John Ruggirello, Howard Story

Next Meeting:  
Friday, April 4, 2003 – 9:30 - 11:00 AM 




Change of venue:  Admin. 127

The Minutes of the March 14, 2003 meeting were approved as written.

Joe Georges updated committee members on budget-cut developments since the last meeting.  On March 18, the Governor signed the midyear budget revision for 2002-03.  That revision included a reduction of $31.8 million for instructional equipment. Joe noted that some ECC instructional divisions had already ordered equipment in the expectation that the money would be forthcoming. At least one or two divisions have received their orders. The Reading and Foreign Languages programs are among those that will be negatively affected. Their current lab software is not compliant with Windows XP and yet their lab computers are scheduled to be replaced soon with new Windows XP systems.  

Joe also noted that it appears that budget problems will be with us for at least another two years. It’s necessary to see what can be done to preserve access to instructional technologies, despite severe funding limitations for software, supplies and technical support. 

More than 300 computers have been ordered so far with ECC bond money.  ITS is looking at printer replacements for high-supply-cost ink-jet printers around campus.  Network laser printers that require less supply money to maintain are preferred. These will be installed gradually in appropriate campus locations.

The ATC software survey was discussed at length.  For the benefit of those who were not at the last meeting, Joe reviewed the reasons that the software survey is such a high priority - including the fact that the Cabinet and the PBC need an overall estimate of what El Camino’s critical academic software needs are for 2003-04..  The priorities were described by Susie Dever and they are three-fold:

1. Utilities / maintenance agreements for 2003-2004

2. Computer-lab software upgrades for 2003-2004

3. New academic software titles for 2003-2004, where these are necessary for programs

During the software discussion, it was mentioned that both Schoolworld.com and Creation Engine are good sources of information about academic software licensing. Schoolworld’s website is especially useful.

Howard Story distributed a survey he devised for anA/V inventory of existing multimedia classrooms.  He mentioned that there is a problem with remote controls.  They keep disappearing and have to be replaced.  SP control is used in the Alondra Room, but it is very expensive.  Donna Post said that Mathematical Sciences has purchased relatively inexpensive universal remotes to use in place of the missing original devices.

Joe suggested that the next meeting focus on reviewing a college technology plan working document that was distributed at the meeting.

Actions decided:

· We will review the goals and strategies of the technology plan and bring comments and suggested changes to the next meeting on April 4.

· A list of ATC members / Divisions will be created and made available.

