
The winning stories will be announced, awarded, and read aloud (family-
friendly stories) at the Saturday, October 14, 2017 Frankenstein 200 event. 
The upcoming deadline for story submission is Wednesday, September 
27, 2017 by 5PM. The extended deadline for The Art of the Ghost Story--
Writing workshop participants ONLY (must be a paid/enrolled registrant) is 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 by 5PM.

GUIDELINES: Ghost stories are welcome, of course—but your submission may 
involve any paranormal or supernatural theme, as well as magical realism. Story 
length is limited to 1,000 words. Please be assured that your submission will be 
read and carefully evaluated by El Camino College English faculty/staff.  There 
is no entry fee, and winners do not need to be present at the October 14, 2017 
Frankenstein 200 event.  Winners not present at the event will be notified via 
email during the week of October 16, 2017.  Multiple entries and simultaneous 
submissions are not permitted. We will not accept stories that have been 
published previously or that are scheduled for publication.  

Please submit your entry story as a PDF file attachment. Do not include your 
name or any personal identifying information on the PDF.  Instead, please attach 
the PDF file along with the following personal information included in the body of 
your email titled “Ghost Story Writing Contest Entry”  to CommEd@elcamino.edu
Name of Author:
Email Address: 
Phone Number:
Title of Story: 
A statement of original work:  Please include a short statement in the body of your 
email that promises that the story you are submitting has not been plagiarized 
from another source, and is an original piece of writing by the listed author.

                          Continues on next page...
 

Ghost Story Writing Contest                         

Submit your short ghost story for a chance to win a limited edition Frankenstein 
200 T-shirt and tote bag by Calimucho filled with goodies including a $50 Amazon 
gift card and a copy of Frankenstein: Annotated for Scientists, Engineers, and 
Creators of All Kinds (MIT Press), and to have your story read aloud at the 
Frankenstein 200 event on Saturday, October 14, 2017 at El Camino College’s 
Marsee Auditorium.  Two other writers will receive Honorable Mention and Second 
Honorable Mention, and their stories also will be read aloud at the Frankenstein 
200 event. Please note: Only family-friendly (appropriate for ages 8+) stories will 
be read aloud at the Frankenstein 200 event.  

OPEN TOALL MEMBERSOF THE COMMUNITY!

Ghost Story Writing Contest continued from page 43...
CRITERIA FOR JUDGING: Readers often consider ghost
stories successful if they meet certain expectations. 
Therefore, these common expectations form the criteria 
for judging submissions.

1.  TONE: The story either scares or delights me. 
 a. Emotional expectations are high for ghost stories. If 
you are moved, either to fear or to laughter, then the writer 
has fulfilled this expectation.

2. TENSION: I want to keep reading all the way through 
the story.
 a. Readers expect ghost stories to be tense, even if 
the impact is humorous. Tension can be established in 
multiple ways, but in ghost stories often tension increases 
according to how and when information is revealed to the 
reader. If you feel tense and want to know what happens 
next, then the writer has fulfilled this expectation.

3. DETAIL: The descriptions invite me into the story.
 a. Readers expect to enter imaginatively into ghost 
stories in order to suspend disbelief. Detail and description, 
including word choice and sentence structure, are ways 
in which readers enter imaginatively into the world of the 
story. If you forget you are reading a story and instead are 
with the characters as they move through the story, then 
the writer has fulfilled this expectation. 

4. CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT: The characters respond 
to the ghostly element in interesting ways.
 a. Readers expect characters to scream or run when 
they see a ghost, so the bar is raised for characters to do 
something other than scream. In this sense, the readers 

do not want their base expectation met. The reader’s 
hope is for the character’s reaction to be as interesting as 
the ghost itself. If a character acts in an unusual way that 
benefits the story or moves the plot forward, then the writer 
has exceeded the reader’s expectation.  

5. STORY AS METAPHOR: The story reflects a larger 
human issue.
 a. Ghost stories often are metaphors for larger issues, 
such as the fear of death, fear of being out of control, fear 
of being alone or of loneliness, or inability to acknowledge 
or heal from grief. If the story reflects a larger human 
issue, then the writer has fulfilled this expectation.

6. CLIMAX: The story at its emotional peak reveals new 
ghostly qualities. 
 a. In ghost stories, the climax most often is a final 
entanglement with the ghost or other antagonist, which 
reveals the ghost/antagonist at its most scary. If the ghost/
antagonist pulls out all stops and reveals something even 
scarier (or funnier) than we’ve seen before, then the writer 
has fulfilled this expectation. 

 7. DENOUEMENT: The ending satisfies me.
 a. Ghost stories often have ambiguous endings, 
for example, a ghost may remain in a house but all the 
human characters leave. The most important element in 
an ending will not be if a ghost has been vanquished, but 
if the humans are somehow changed by their experience. 
If the ending satisfies you, then the writer has fulfilled this 
expectation.

Further questions? Contact us by e-mail at 
CommEd@elcamino.edu

Frankenstein 200 Club
Help us spread the word about Frankenstein 200. 
Pass out 200 postcards (or more) and post 2 posters 
(or more) in your community. Wherever you go, leave a 
trail of Frankenstein 200 postcards behind — festivals, 
art galleries, libraries, schools, clubs, coffee shops, 
break rooms, club meetings, etc. In exchange, we’ll 
give you 2 FREE adult  (plus all of your kids ages 8+) 

tickets to the Saturday, October 14, 2017 Frankenstein 200 event.  
We’ll also enter you into a special drawing for for a chance to win a 
Frankenstein 200 T-shirt and your name will be listed in the Frankenstein 
200 event program. Simply contact CommEd@elcamino.edu with your 
mailing address and tell us how many postcards/posters you’d like to 
distribute. Title the email “Frankenstein 200 Club.” We’ll mail them to 
you right away. Thank YOU!


