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Alondra Park Island Native Plant Garden

Timeline

1998 Spring - Daisy Duck nests in ECC planter...Bellemin forms plan

1998 Fall - Contract with LA Co. Parks and Rec. for use of island



Bio 15 students collect seeds at Madrona and plant.



Bio 15 students take cuttings from ECC small garden 



Bought plants from Theodore Payne and RSABG



First planting on SE corner of island

1999 Spring - Bio 15 students and Field Entomology, work days

1999 Fall - Field Zoology students have workdays 



  Wrote P4E grant for $10,000, denied

2000 Spring  - Bio 15 students and Field Entomology, work days



      Wrote P4E grant for $5,000

2000 Fall - August, ECC P4E grant funded!!!



  Bought supplies: tools, fencing, plants, seed, etc.

2001 Spring - Bio 15 students and Field Entomology, work days



   Bought more supplies, commissioned garden sign

2001 Summer - Kristen and George watered all summer while I went to

 Galapagos Islands.

2001 Fall -  Field Zoology students worked planting, weeding



$1000 Drip irrigation system installed Dec 26, 2001

2002 Spring - P4E grant funding ended......back to my own funds!!!



      Field Entomology students and Bio15 students worked



      Jim Osborne, Torrance chip drop on bridge

2002 Fall - Field Zoology students worked, some rabbits removed

2003 Spring - Bio 15 students worked, chip drop May '03

2003 Summer - Sheri Torres made signs for each plant




Roy van de Hoek hired as biologist at Alondra

2003 Fall - Field Zoology students worked, I bought more plants



$650.00 Dow Chemical grant, November '03



 Huell Howser  visits our island garden, Nov 21st '03

2004 January 27th, Huell Howser airs Alondra Park program on KCET ‘s

 new  “California Green”

2004 February 2nd  I gave a lecture about the Alondra Native Garden to

 CNPS South Bay Chapter at the South Coast Botanic Garden.

2004 There were 3 workdays, April 2, May 7, and May 21 for spring with


16 students from Entomology and Bio15 worked a total of 40 

hours.

2004 August 22, LA Times article about me and the garden in the “Good

Turns” column by Nikki Usher entitled From Wasteland to a Showplace for Native Plants.  This generated interest from private donors and Sierra Club proposed I apply for the Quercus Fund grant.

2004 September 11th was the first workday of the new semester

followed by two native plant sales at SCBG, CNPS sale and sale at RSABG where I spent $440.00 on numerous native plants and seeds.

2004 Additional workdays October 8th, November 13th, and December

10th in which we planted and fenced all the purchased plants.  City

of Torrance via Jim Osborne donated a huge pile of wood chip 

compost which we spread around.

2004 In December ECC Foundation accepted on my behalf for the native

garden $2000.00 grant from the Sierra Club Quercus Fund.  In November Dow Chemical  Company came through with $500.00 for the Alondra Native Species Project.  Thank you very much!!!!

2005  Torrential rains in January and February made work on the

         island impossible but the plants grew nicely.  First workday Friday 

         March 18th12noon until 2pm.

2005  In August discovered extensive vandalism, fences ripped off 

and bricks and blocks thrown on plants.  The tool shed was gaping open and broken and almost all the tools were missing.  I had to 

buy more to replace the loss so students could work.

2005 Lindsay, on behalf of her company donated 100 Rubbersidewalk pavers August 17th.  November 12 a work party went out and with Ron Lafond marked out a path for the walkway. December 10th a work party laid all 100 pavers with the help of a work crew from the county.

2006 March 17th first spring semester work party laid 50 more Rubbersidewalk pavers that Ron Lafond and I got from La Puente. Finally we were rained out but not before the Daily Breeze sent Josh Grossberg and Robert a photographer to interview us.  Sunday March 19th Daily Breeze ran the article.

2006 March 30th  Torrance Cable TV came to film a program on the garden. Micki Selander and Agatha Ofoma were filmed working.

2006 September 12th Dow Chemical Company  grants us $500.00 to put signs back in the garden.

2006 October 6th  Micki Selander signs on for independent study to put signs back on the garden plants for easy identification. Since many signs had been removed by vandals previous year, we are going to renumber the plants. Scott Cupples is going to remap the garden inserting the new walkway.

2007 January – February   Micki and Scott remap the garden but the

landscaping program no longer seems to work on any computer!

2007 October 5th  After a long summer break vandals broke in and tore

apart the tool shed and pulled  up signs tossing them everywhere.

Scott and I replaced the signs as best we could.

2008 March, April, May, Entomology students and Bio 15 students worked to catch rabbits 

and reinstall fencing and walkway.

