Ms. Runkle—English 1C

Sect. # 6503 (TTh 7:45am)/ Sect #6527 (TTh 12:15pm)
Supplemental Guidelines for Tribal Inference Essay

(These guidelines are intended to supplement the instructions in the Cooper and Patton textbook. For complete instructions see your textbook, Writing Assignment 2 pp. 34-37. If you go to the Writing Center for help, you must have your textbook with you for this assignment.)

· Ignore the cartoon about Eskimos! It exists for introductory purposes only. The linguistic facts you’ll be examining have NOTHING to do with the Eskimos.

· Draw logical inferences (conclusions) about the tribe’s ways of life, value systems, etc. using only the linguistic facts listed on p. 35.

· Do NOT venture into storytelling or making up facts 

· Use all the linguistic facts on p. 35 somewhere in the body of your essay

· Clearly state your inferences, back them up with the relevant specific linguistic facts, and explain your reasoning process
· Group your inferences and the linguistic facts into logical categories (perhaps a body paragraph per category)

-terrain and climate

-diet

-views on family and children (might require more than one body paragraph)

-views on books and the arts

-system of government and attitudes toward war

· Because you are basing your conclusions on a limited amount of information, you should qualify your conclusions (saying such things as “The evidence suggests” or “It is possible that” or “perhaps”, etc.)

· Be sure that you can logically support your inferences with the linguistic facts. Don’t get overly specific if you can’t support such an inference. (For example, you cannot possibly determine that the tribe lives in Nebraska based on the facts given, but you might at least be able to say that they appear to live in a plain or prairie region.)

Hints re: the significance of # of terms for a given thing/idea:

NO words to express a thing or idea = perhaps no exposure to that thing or idea

MANY words to express a single thing/idea = much exposure to that thing or idea OR maybe they really value that thing or idea in their culture, hold it high regard OR perhaps they see subtle differences in the same thing or idea and therefore have several words to express the slight differences OR perhaps high literacy (many synonyms to draw upon)

Length: approximately 3 ½  – 4 ½ pages, double-spaced

Due Dates:
· Typed rough draft due at the beginning of class for peer review on Thurs. March 1st.

· Final essay packet due at the beginning of class on Tues. March 6th.

**See back of this sheet for grading rubric**

Student’s Name: _________________________


            Ms. Runkle—English 1C

Grading Rubric for Tribal Inference Essay

	Highlighted areas= Areas that could use improvement
√ = Areas student has done well on
	Points

Possible
	Your 

Score

	Content/Ideas/Supports:

· Draws logical inferences 

· Supports with relevant linguistic facts from textbook

· Uses all linguistic facts from the textbook within the essay

· Does not venture into storytelling
· Explains reasoning process in arriving at inferences
	35
	

	Organization/Coherence:

· Has a clearly articulated thesis that drives the essay

· Body ¶s are organized around logical groupings of linguistic facts

· All details in each body ¶ relate to topic sentence

· Uses sophisticated transitions
	30
	

	Grammar/Punctuation/Style/Spelling:

· Contains minimal grammar/punctuation mistakes (fragments, run-ons, comma-splices, dangling modifiers, vague pronouns, etc.)

· Has minimal spelling errors/typos

· Chooses words precisely

· Has well-crafted sentences/uses a variety of sentence structures


	25
	

	MLA formatting:

· Everything is double-spaced

· 1” margins (top, bottom, left, right)

· 12 point Times New Roman font

· Proper heading and header

· Centered creative title (Not bolded/italicized/underlined/in quotation marks)

· Indent ¶s ½ inch, no extra space between ¶s 
	10
	

	Total Points
	Possible:

100
	Your total


	Instructor Comments:


Final essay packet: When you turn in your final essay, please staple in the following order:

· Final essay on top

· Peer review sheet is next

· Rough draft

· Grading Rubric on the bottom (with rubric side facing up)—Points will be deducted if no rubric is turned in. Please be sure to write your name on the rubric.
