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       Ms. Runkle—English 1C

Grading Rubric for Pudd’nhead Wilson Essay

	
	Points

Possible
	Your 

Score

	Content/Ideas/Supports:
· Intro ¶ identifies the novel by author and title and gives a brief overview of the novel’s major plot points and themes
· Body ¶s contain good specific examples from the novel to support points as well as cogent analysis of those examples 
· Quotes are short, properly set up, and incorporated in a way that makes sense
· Clear explanation of how the quoted language relates to the student’s earlier point
· Paper responds to the topic assigned and demonstrates that the student has a firm understanding of the novel, its characters, and its themes
	35
	

	Organization/Coherence:
· Has a clearly articulated thesis that drives the essay
· Each body ¶ begins with a clear point in support of the thesis (NOT just a statement of plot)
· All details in each body ¶ relate to topic sentence

· Uses sophisticated transitions
	25
	

	Grammar/Punctuation/Style/Spelling: 

· Uses present tense verbs when discussing fictional characters/events

· Contains minimal grammar/punctuation mistakes (fragments, run-ons, comma-splices, dangling modifiers, vague pronouns, etc.)
· Has minimal spelling errors/typos

· Chooses words precisely

· Has well-crafted sentences/uses a variety of sentence structures
	25
	

	MLA formatting and citations:

· Everything is double-spaced
· 1” margins (top, bottom, left, right)
· 12 point Times New Roman font

· Proper heading and header

· Centered creative title (Not bolded/italicized/underlined/in quotation marks)
· Indent ¶s ½ inch, no extra space between ¶s
· Properly formatted Works Cited page
· Essay contains properly formatted in-text parenthetical citations
	15
	

	Total Points
	Possible

100
	Your total


Final essay packet should contain:

· Final essay on top (with Works Cited as the last page of essay)

· Peer review sheet

· Rough draft

· Grading rubric on bottom (facing up). Points will be subtracted if no rubric attached.
