Note: If you go to the Writing Center, you will need to take this sheet with you.
                              Ms. Runkle--English 1C

TTh 7:45 Sect 6503/ TTh 12:15 Sect 6523

Assignment Sheet:  The Bluest Eye Essay

Background
The Bluest Eye was the first novel ever published by Toni Morrison, yet it contains themes that are just as powerful as those in her later novels. We have spent the past couple weeks in class discussing the novel, and I have continually challenged you to look beyond the individual characters and to look at society’s role in the tragic events that occur.  As Morrison writes in her Foreword, she does not want her readers to rest in the “comfort[able position] of pitying” Pecola because she has been “smashed”; rather, Morrison is hoping that her readers will conduct an “interrogation of themselves for the smashing” (emphasis added xii).

The Assignment

Choose ONE of the following prompts and respond to it in a thesis-driven essay:

1. The novel opens with an excerpt from an old-fashioned Dick & Jane reading primer. The lines begin to blur and run together -- as they do at the beginning of select chapters. Why do you think Morrison superimposes this simplistic language describing an idealized white family and its activities upon the tragic story of the destruction of a young black girl? What purpose does the Dick & Jane language serve in the novel and how does the blurred language contribute to the novel’s themes regarding racism and unequal opportunity? [You don’t need to examine every instance of Dick & Jane language in the novel. Focus on a few examples and thoroughly explain their significance and connection to theme.]

2.  Tragically, many African-American characters in the novel are made to feel that they do not measure up to the standard of beauty. Throughout the novel, Morrison seems to suggest that this standard of beauty is not intrinsic, but rather one that society defines and reinforces. According to the novel, what was America’s definition of beauty in the 1940s? First, establish what the standard was by examining some of the representations of this standard: Shirley Temple, blue-eyed dolls, Mary Jane candies, Jean Harlow, etc. In addition, explore the effects of this limited and very white standard of beauty (including the racial self-loathing the standard often creates) on one or two of the following characters: Pecola Breedlove, Pauline Breedlove, Cholly Breedlove, Claudia MacTeer, Maureen Peal, Geraldine, or Soaphead Church. 

Essay Length & Formatting
Your final draft should be approximately 4 to 5 pages, double spaced with 1-inch margins all the way around. Please use 12 point Times New Roman font and follow the model I gave you in class for formatting your first page (4-line heading, centered title, header with page number, etc.)

Quoting & Documentation

Most of your body paragraphs will contain brief quotes from the novel to support your points. Make sure that you’ve incorporated all quotes properly, using the “quote sandwich” method.  NO dropped quotes! Also remember to include in-text parenthetical citations. You should include a Works Cited page with a single entry, the properly formatted publication info for the novel itself.  

Due Dates

Typed Rough Draft (2 copies for peer review)


Due on Tues. April 26th 

Final Draft (Typed paper copy due in class.)


Due on Thurs. April 28th 

Staple peer review sheet, rough draft, and grading rubric underneath final draft
Electronic Copy of Final Draft (to be submitted to Turnitin.com)
by Thurs. May 5th 5:00 pm at the latest
Should be the same as the final draft you submitted in class

**See other side for important additional requirements & suggested organization for this essay**

Turnitin.com Requirement for this Paper
I am interested in getting your insights into one of the above two issues in the novel; therefore, I do NOT want you to use outside sources for this paper. 

Because I have encountered problems in past semesters with students plagiarizing parts of the essay, in addition to the usual requirement of turning in a paper copy of the essay in class, I will also be requiring students to submit an electronic copy of their Bluest Eye final drafts to a plagiarism detection service called Turnitin.com. [A handout with instructions on how to submit your paper to Turnitin.com will be issued later.]

Remember, even lifting phrases or a single sentence from another work such as an online book summary site can constitute plagiarism. Bottom line: Do your own thinking, your own writing! Please note: Students who fail to submit their Bluest Eye essays to turnitin.com will not be issued a grade on their paper. Students caught plagiarizing will receive a zero on the assignment and their conduct may be reported to the Dean of Students for any further disciplinary action.
Suggested Organization for Essay

I am open to any logical and cohesive way of organizing this essay; however, for those of you who would like some guidance on one possible way to organize the essay, see the suggestions below:

For Prompt #1 (Dick and Jane Question)

· Intro ¶ introduce the novel and the fact that it contains language from Dick and Jane readers + give some historical background on the widespread use of the Dick and Jane reading primers in American schools, the illustrations featured in the primers, etc. + thesis arguing the role of the language in the novel and that it helps bring out themes regarding racism/unequal opportunity.

· Body ¶ examining the way the Dick and Jane language “blurs” (no punctuation, no space between words) and explaining the significance of the blurring to themes re: racism/unequal opportunity
· Body ¶  (or possibly 2 ¶s) analyzing one specific instance of Dick and Jane-style language in the novel + how it contrasts with events/characters in the chapter + how the contrast contributes to the theme regarding racism/unequal opportunity. 
· Body ¶ (or possibly 2 ¶s) analyzing another specific instance of Dick and Jane-style language in the novel + how it contrasts with events/characters in the chapter + how the contrast contributes to the theme regarding racism/unequal opportunity. 
· Conclusion ¶
For Prompt #2 (Standard of Beauty Question)

· Intro ¶ with lead-in (perhaps having to do with the general idea that society defines beauty, that the definition changes across cultures and time periods) + introduce the novel and the theme of narrow standard of beauty + thesis statement

· Body ¶ explaining how, in the novel, products marketed to children (blue-eyed dolls, Mary Jane candies) reflect and reinforce the societal standard of beauty. (Note: Do NOT include characters’ reactions yet; save for later paragraphs. Just examine the products themselves and that society is behind them)
· Body ¶ examining the ways in which the media/movie stars of the time period (Shirley Temple and Jean Harlow, e.g.) are portrayed in the novel as another representation of the standard of beauty. (Again, do NOT cover the characters’ reactions to those movie stars yet; save for later. For this ¶, just focus on what physical image is portrayed on the screen & how that portrayal is society’s way of defining beauty.)
· Body ¶ (or possibly 2) examining the effects this narrow standard of beauty has on character #1 of your choosing listed on this assignment sheet (his/her reaction to the societal standard of beauty)

· Body ¶  (or possibly 2) examining the effects the narrow standard of beauty has on character #2 of your choosing listed on this assignment sheet (his/her reaction to the societal standard of beauty).

· Conclusion ¶
