Geography 358 - Instructor Matt Ebiner



Optional Movie Assignment – 20 Points

This optional assignment will replace 2 missing (or low) video scores.  Since you are allowed to skip one in-class video report during the quarter, this assignment is really only necessary if you have missed 2 or more video reports.  Go to a video store and rent one of the movies listed below (each takes place in an African country).  To help with your selection you can go to www.imdb.com to check out details on any movie, such as plot, actors, and filming location.  You can join www.netflix.com for free for 14 days and you will have access to the widest possible selection of DVDs, some of which won’t be available in your local video store.  They mail the DVDs within 24 hours of your online request.  All the videos below are available on Netflix.
You should take notes during the film about anything geographical:  the landscape, weather, language, religion, customs, transportation, buildings, food, music, clothing, agriculture,.. This assignment is not simply a summary of the plot or analysis of the characters.  See the movie write-up sheet for more details.

For each of the movies listed below, the following are listed:  setting, year the movie was made, length of movie, and rating on scale of 1-10 (from imdb.com).  

         
Title




Setting



Year
Length
Rating (1-10)

1. “Abouna”



(Chad)



2002
1:24
6.5

2. “Angels in the Dust”


(South Africa)


2007
1:35
5.9
3. “Battle of Algiers”



(Algeria)



1966
2:01
8.4

4. “Blood Diamond”



(Sierra Leone)


2006
2”23
8.0

5. “Constant Gardener”


(Kenya)



2005
2:09
7.7

6. “Cry Freedom”



(South Africa)


1987
2:37
7.2

7. “Cry the Beloved Country”


(South Africa)


1995
1:46
6.6

8. “Ghost in the Darkness”


(Kenya)



1996
1:49
6.5

9. “Gods Must Be Crazy” 


(Kalahari Desert of Botswana) 
1980 
1:49 
6.8

10. “Gorillas in the Mist”


(Rwanda)



1989
1:49
6.7
11. “Guimba”



(Mali)



1995
1:33
6.7

12. “Hollow City”



(Angola)



2004
1:30
7.8

13. “Hotel Rwanda”



(Rwanda)



2004
2:01
8.3

14. “Invictus”



(South Africa)


2009
2:04
7.5
15. “Life on Earth”



(Mali)



1998
1:01
6.8
16. “Malunde”



(South Africa)


2001
1:59
6.2

17. “Out of Africa”



(Kenya)



1985
2:30
6.9

18. “Sarafina”



(South Africa)


1992
1:57
5.5

19. “Sierra Leone’s Refugee All-Stars”

(Sierra Leone)


2005
1:19
7.9

20. “The Last King of Scotland”


(Uganda)



2006
2:01
7.8

21. “Tsotsi”




(South Africa)


2005
1:34
7.5

22. “Viva Laldgerie”



(Algeria)



2004
1:53
7.1
23. “Yeelen”




(Mali)



1987
1:45
7.4
24. “Yesterday”



(South Africa)


2004
1:36
7.7
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Name _____________________________

Instructor Matt Ebiner

Movie Assignment – 20 Points 



Class Day/Time _____________________


1. Title of Movie __________________________________________

2. Your rating of the movie on a scale of 1 (the worst) to 10 (the best) ______________

3. Setting (What city or region of what country?) _______________________

4. Approximate year or decade of when the movie takes place (not necessarily when the movie was made) 









____________________________

5. One or two sentence summary of the plot 
TAKE NOTES ON THIS SHEET WHILE WATCHING THE MOVIE, BUT YOUR REPORT MUST BE TYPED 
If the movie is set in different countries, specify which country you are discussing

If the movie is partly set in America, do not discuss America’s culture/landscape

Your write-up must be in outline form (not paragraphs) and typed

To get the best possible grade you must use examples or descriptions whenever possible

6. Physical Geography 

Terrain/Natural Landscape (flat, hills, canyons, ...), Natural Hazards

Climate, Natural Vegetation

Water Features, Wildlife

7. People (Ethnic Groups, Migration, Population Density, Family Size)

8. Standard of Living/Economy (Examples of living standards – wealth, poverty)

9. Agriculture (type of farming – crops, livestock, hunting/gathering)

10. Language (What language(s)?  Dialect of English?  Give examples of words/phrases, with meanings in American English)

11. Culture (Don’t simply say “traditional” clothing, food, etc.  Name it or describe it.)
Food, Drink, Drugs


Clothing, Jewelry, Cosmetics, Hairstyles


Dancing, Music, Art


Superstitions, Customs, Rituals, Festivals, Celebrations (don’t discuss religion in this part); 

Briefly describe (don’t just say “Wedding”, “Party”,…)

Sports/Games/Entertainment

12. Religion (Which religion(s)? What signs/examples of religion are in the movie?)

13. Buildings/Settlement Patterns (Architecture, Building Material, Type of Roof, Building Size, Colors, 






Other City Patterns – markets, plazas, monuments)

14. Transportation (Modes of Transportation, Roads)

15. Political Geography (Government Influence, Unusual Laws, Nationalism, Civil War, Cultural Influence on Politics, Refugees) 

16. Extra – List one or two of your favorite quotes from the movie and comment if you’d like to
GOOD SAMPLE WRITE-UP FOR GEOGRAPHY 358 MOVIE ASSIGNMENT

1. Title of Movie 
Angela’s Ashes 


2. Your rating of the movie on a scale of 1 (the worst) to 10 (the best)
8/10 (very good, but depressing)

3. Setting (What city or region of what country?)
Limerick, Ireland


4. Approximate year or decade of when the movie takes place (not necessarily when the movie was made) 










1930s



5. One or two sentence summary of the plot 


An autobiographical story about growing up in an impoverished Irish city during the Depression.

6. Physical Geography 

Terrain, Natural Hazards



Rocky Hills

Climate, Natural Vegetation


Rainy



Grey skies; always overcast



Cold (fire in fireplace for heat)



Green landscape; grassy

Water Features, Wildlife



Shannon River

7. People (Migration, Population Density, Family Size)


Men going to London for work


“You must go to America”


Wanting to migrate to America


Large family size; lots of children

8. Standard of Living/Economy (Examples of living standards – wealth, poverty)


Poverty


Washing baby in a bucket


Naked children


Hanging laundry in the street


Chamber pot, dumping outside on the street


Dying young (3 children)


Picking coal off the street


Outside, shared lavatory


Rubber added to soles of old shoes


Washing clothes by hand


Poor health standards; dying of “consumption” 

9. Agriculture (type of farming – crops, livestock, hunting/gathering)


Goats


Milking Cows

10. Language (What language?  Dialect of English?  Examples?)


Irish English


“That’s grand”


“That takes the bloody biscuit”


“Wee boy”


“Do what you’re bloody told”


Latin at funeral

11. Culture 


Food, Drink, Drugs



Guinness beer



Whiskey



Steak & potatoes



Chips (fries)



Soup


Clothing, Jewelry, Cosmetics, Hairstyles



Conservatively dressed women – always in dresses



Very plain clothing, black and white, usually no colors


Dancing, Music, Art



Learning to do Irish dance


Superstitions, Customs, Rituals, Festivals, Celebrations (don’t discuss religion in this part)



Eclipse a “bad sign”, “moon practicing for the end of the world”



Hearse was a black stagecoach



Traditional attitudes towards woman’s role as child-bearer and housekeeper


Sports/Games/Entertainment



Soccer in the street

12. Religion (Which religion(s)? What signs/examples of religion are in the movie?)

Catholic


Shrine to Virgin Mary


Girl named Margaret Mary


References to Jesus (“sweet Jesus in heaven”)


Painting of Jesus


Baby Jesus statue


First Communion practice


Confession in church


Confirmation – “soldiers of God”


Penny to light a candle


Limerick, “holiest city in Ireland”


Reference to Pope Leo XIII


“Crawl to Lourdes on me bended knees”


St. Patrick drove the snakes from Ireland


Sign of the cross


Statue of Jesus in the bar


“Taken back by the same angels that had brought her here”

13. Buildings/Settlement Patterns (Architecture, Building Material, Type of Roof, Building Size, Colors, 






Other City Patterns – markets, plazas, monuments)


Stone buildings


Big houses on the edge of town


Cobblestone streets

14. Transportation (Modes of Transportation, Roads)

Bus


Horse cart


Train


Bicycles

15. Political Geography (Government Influence, Nationalism, Civil War, Cultural Influence on Politics, Refugees)


Irish Nationalism - “Eamonn de Valera was the greatest man that ever lived”


“Glorious IRA”


Hatred of England and Protestants of Northern Ireland


“English deserved the bombing after what they did to the Irish for 800 years






