Geography 358 - Geography of Africa



Instructor:
Matt Ebiner

TTh 8-9:50 pm






Office & Phone:
5-135; (909) 869-2801
Winter, 2009






Office Hours:
TTh 7:15-7:55 am
www.elcamino.edu/faculty/mebiner 




Email:
             
mvebiner@csupomona.edu 
Course Objective:  Students will gain an understanding of Africa’s diversity as seen in its environments, 
historical geography, cultural patterns, resources, economic development, and special problems.
	Week
	Dates
	
	
	Topics

	
	
	
	

	1
	Tu
	1/6
	Introduction to Course; Africa's Landscape

	
	Th
	1/8
	Africa's Landscape & Climate; Video: IMAX Kilimanjaro

	2
	Tu
	1/13
	Map Quiz - Countries of Africa; Climate, Vegetation & Wildlife; Video: Desert Odyssey (Niger)

	
	Th
	1/15
	Language, Religion, Migration; Video:  Gods Must Be Crazy (Botswana; only an excerpt)

	3
	Tu
	1/20
	Population Patterns, Health; Video: Savanna Homecoming (Kenya)

	
	Th
	1/22
	Historical Geography; Video:  IMAX Treasures of Egypt

	4
	Tu
	1/27
	Exam #1; North Africa 

	 
	Th
	1/29
	North Africa 

	5
	Tu
	2/3
	The Sahel; Video: Love in the Sahel (Mali)

	
	Th
	2/5
	The Sahel; Video: Lost Boys of Sudan (will only see an excerpt)

	6
	Tu
	2/10
	West Africa

	
	Th
	2/12
	West Africa

	7
	Tu
	2/17
	Central Africa; Video: Voices of the Forest (Cameroon)

	
	Th
	2/19
	Exam #2; East Africa

	8
	Tu
	2/23
	East Africa; Video: Restless Waters (Uganda & Lake Victoria)

	
	Th
	2/25
	East Africa; Video: Leopards of Zanzibar (Tanzania)

	9
	Tu
	3/2
	Horn of Africa 

	
	Th
	3/4
	Horn of Africa; Video: Mountains of Faith (Ethiopia)

	10
	Tu
	3/9
	Articles Assignment Due Tuesday, March 9; Islands and Southern Africa; Video:  Madagascar

	
	Th
	3/11
	Southern Africa; Video: Southern Treasures (South Africa) 

	11
	Tu
	3/16
	Final Exam: 7:00-9:10


Required Texts:

Barnes & Noble Essential World Atlas, 2005.




Geography of Africa Course Notebook, Matt Ebiner
Recommended Text:  
Essentials of World Regional Geography (5th edition), Hobbs, 2006 or 2009 






Grading:

2 Exams @ 100 points



=
200 points



Final Exam  




=
100 points


Map Quiz




=
  10 points


Newspaper Assignment



=
  40 points


12 Best Video Reports @ 10 pts 


=
120 points


Classroom Participation



=
  15 points
3 Maps @ 5 points



=
  15 points


TOTAL POSSIBLE



=
500 points
Exams:  Consisting of multiple choice, map labeling, and short answers.  There will be some photo short-answer questions about places that have been shown in class.  Exam material will come from material covered in lecture, so classroom attendance is essential for this course.  Getting a classmate’s notes is not as good as studying your own notes.
Make-Up Policy:
Make-ups for the exams will not be given unless there is a serious reason.   You must contact me on the exam day or before.  I have the final say on whether a make-up will be permitted.  If given, the make-up will be different than the one given in class.
Maps:    When we begin lecture material for each exam you will be given a blank map.   On the day of each exam, you must turn in the map that you have labeled with places and your abbreviated notes.  Examples will be shown in class.  The map is worth up to 5 points
In Class Video Reports & Discussion:  There will be several videos shown during class to illustrate the environments and cultures of Africa.  The tentative schedule is shown on the first page of this syllabus, but some videos might be skipped depending on time. For each video there will be a write-up sheet which will be completed and turned in during class or emailed on the same day to mvebiner@csupomona.edu.  Also, there will be brief discussion of the video immediately afterwards, and participation also contributes to your course points.  Each video report/discussion is worth a maximum of 10 points, and your 12 best reports will be counted towards your course grade.  There are no make-ups for missed videos.  

Participation:  Participation is worth up to 5 points, based on your participation in the classroom or outside of class (office hours, after class, or through email).

Email:
I usually check my email a few times per day, but to be doubly sure that I receive your email, also send it to mebiner@elcamino.edu

Please include the following in the subject line of your email:  GEO 358, your name, and essence of the email:


Example:  Subject: GEO 358 – David Smith – Sudan Question 
Final Grades:
Below is the expected distribution of grades.  Usually the categories are not changed unless there are few high grades.   Every class has some students who barely miss the next higher grade category.  Unfortunately there has to be a cutoff between grades at some point.  Do your best with all of your work so that you don’t fall just short of the grade you hope for.



A  
=
465-500
(93-100%)


A-
=
450-464 (90-92.9%)


B+
=
437-449
(87.5-89.9%)


B
=
413-436 (82.5-87.4%)



B-
=
400-412 (80-82.4%)


C+
=
380-399
(76-79.9%)


C 
=
346-379
(69.1-75.9%)



C-
=
325-345 
(65-69.0%)



D+
=
313-324 (62.5-64.9%)



D
=
288-312 (57.6-62.4%)


D-
=
275-287
(55-57.5%)

F
=
    0-274(0-54.9%)
Geography 358


Newspaper Assignment - 40 points
Due Date/Time: 3/9/09 at 8:00 AM 
This assignment has you research newspaper articles related to African Geography.  You must find one article in each of the 4 categories listed below (4 articles total).  Some guidelines:

· Articles must be from the newspapers listed below.  The minimum article length is 900 words.  If clipped from a newspaper, minimum size of text is one half of this sheet of paper.  Articles must be from 2008 or 2009.
· Los Angeles Times (www.latimes.com) – 3 or 4 of your articles must be from the LA Times
· New York Times (www.nytimes.com) – you may only use one article from NY Times
· The best articles to choose are news feature articles that focus on a story, not simply the news of the previous day.  
Do not use articles about war, violence, or terrorism.  Most articles about politics are not good choices for this assignment.  Articles from the Travel section can only be used for the Travel Geography category.   Do not select articles that focus on the USA, even if it refers to Africa to some extent. Your articles must cover 4 different countries (can’t have more than one article on a particular country). 
-        Make sure that the article is related to a topic we covered in class or which is in the text.

Good examples are listed below (from before 2007, so cannot be used for this assignment)

 1) Physical Geography (about Africa’s environment or some human-environment interaction; no travel articles.

Articles about current weather or natural disasters are usually not good for this assignment)


     Examples:
“New Risk Seen for Africa’s Elephant Herds" (Attempt to relax ivory ban)




“South Africa Fights One Scourge With Another" (Using DDT to eradicate malaria)



“Inventors Build Machine Aimed at Reversing Spread of African Desert" 
2) Cultural Geography  (news about migration, population growth, religion, language, cities, or customs; no travel articles)


     Examples:
“Lebanese Feel Heat in West Africa" (Lebanese immigrants influence West African economy)




“To Market, to Market to Buy the Odd Animal Skull or Carcass” (Fetish market in Togo)




“Some Ethiopian Jews Still Praying to Leave” (Ethiopian Jews trying to migrate to Israel)
3) Economic Geography (news about an economic activity of Africa, such as mining, farming,...; no travel-related articles)

        In general avoid articles that discuss a single company; find an article about an economic activity, like below:


  Examples:
“Diamonds Etch Great Divide" (Sierra Leone’s war for diamonds)

“Beneath Nigeria’s Oil Glut Lie Barren Lives – and Fear" (Nigeria’s oil industry)



“Cocoa Turns Bitter for Ivory Coast” (Struggles of an undiversified plantation economy)

4) Travel Geography (about some travel destination or travel pattern in Africa)

Examples:
“Africa by Canoe” (Exploring the wildlife-rich wetlands of Botswana’s Okavango Delta)




 “In South Africa, Surgery Tours Offer Beauty and the Beasts” (Medical tourism)



“Essence of Morocco” (Fez as a tourist destination due to its cultural richness)
You will turn in:

1. A total of 4 articles; make sure each article is related to class lecture/video or the text.  Use a highlighter on the article to identify the part(s) of the article which is most related to class or the text (it might be just a sentence or two of the article).

2. A 2-3 paragraph (minimum 200 words), typed summary of each article with the article neatly attached.  Your summary must relate the information to what we covered in class and/or what the text says.   If you refer to the text, make sure you give the page number.  Paste the article to paper or carefully fold it.  You can print your articles off of the internet.  Put all your writing, articles, and map in a flat folder (not 3-ring binder) or staple it all together.  

3. A map of Africa labeled with each important place or area mentioned in the articles.  Ebiner will provide one.

4. Compile in this order:  Write-up #1, Article #1, Write-up #2, Article #2…..Write-Up #4, Article #4, Map.  

5. Below you will see the required format of how to identify the article by title, etc.  Remember that the article must be at least 900 words and the summary must be at least 200 words.  You must list the number of words in the article and summary right after the article title.  To get a word count when you are using Microsoft Word you can highlight your summary, then go to Tools, then Word Count.   Your Word Count must only count the words in the summary, not in the title, date, and heading.  If you clip the article from the newspaper you do not have to list the number of words in the article.

Article #1 – Physical Geography

“New Risk for Africa’s Elephant Herds”, Los Angeles Times, October 30, 2002.   Article = 1344 words; Summary = 343 words
In class we learned that elephants have been poached for their ivory tusks and that their numbers plummeted from 1970 to 1997.  This article discusses the implications of the ban on selling ivory, and the attempt by some countries to relax those restrictions…..  
Grading Rationale (10 points possible for each article):

· Quality of the article  
5 = excellent; 4 = good; 3 = fair; 2 = poor; 1 = very poor; 0 = unacceptable
· Summary
      
4 = excellent; 3 = good; 2 = fair; 1 = poor; 0 = missing
· Map
 Labeling

1 = accurately labeled; 0 = incorrectly labeled
· Bonus

+1  point for each article clipped from the LA Times newspaper (rather than online) 

· Improper Format
-2 points for not following the required format listed above (#5) and on the following page

· Late Penalty 

-2 points every day that it is late

GEOGRAPHY 358 – GEOGRAPHY OF AFRICA
INSTRUCTOR MATT EBINER

LOCATIONS – EXAM #1

COUNTRIES 
North Africa

Morocco

Algeria

Tunisia

Libya

Egypt

The Sahel

Mauritania
Cape Verde Islands 
Mali

Niger
Chad
Senegal

Gambia 
Burkina Faso
Sudan

West Africa
Guinea-Bissau
Guinea
Sierra Leone 
Liberia
Ivory Coast 
Ghana
Togo
Benin
Nigeria
Horn of Africa
Ethiopia
Eritrea
Somalia
Djibouti

Central Africa
Cameroon
Central African Rep.
Rep. of Congo
Dem. Rep of Congo 

Equatorial Guinea
São Tomé & Príncipe

Gabon
East Africa
Kenya
Uganda
Tanzania
Rwanda

Burundi
Indian Ocean Islands
Madagascar
Seychelles

Comoros

Reunion

Mauritius

Southern Africa
Zambia
Zimbabwe
Angola
Namibia
Malawi
Mozambique
Botswana
Rep. of South Africa
Lesotho

Swaziland

LANDFORMS
Ethiopian Highlands

Drankensburg Mtns.

Atlas Mtns.

Ruwenzori Mtns.

Mt. Kilimanjaro

Mt. Kenya

Great Rift Valley

WATER FEATURES
Niger River

Congo River

Blue Nile River

White Nile River

Zambezi River 

Okavango Delta

Victoria Falls

Lake Malawi

Lake Tanganyika

Lake Victoria

CLIMATE & VEGETATION

Tropical Rainforests

Tropical Savanna

Sahara

Namib Desert

Kalahari Desert

PEOPLE & HISTORY

Tuaregs

Nile Valley 

Axum, Ethiopia

Timbuktu, Mali

Slave Trade Routes

COLONIAL AREAS
Britain 

France

Belgium

Portugal

Spain

LANGUAGES Swahili

Arabic

Amharic

Khoisan

Malagasy

RELIGIONS
Islam

Christianity

POPULATION
DISTRIBUTION
Nile Valley

Coast of NW Africa

Lake Victoria area

Ethiopian Highlands

Coast of W. Africa

Rep of South Africa

