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Downtown Los Angeles Field Trip
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Cultural Geography

(Geography 2)

El Camino College

           Instructor Matt Ebiner
Geography 2 Field Trip  





Instructor Matt Ebiner

Individual Write-Up Guidelines

The individual write-up is worth 15 points and you must write insightfully to earn all 15 points.  Take notes about these things while you’re on the field trip, but hand in a neatly typed paper.

1. In 2 or 3 paragraphs, compare the different types of public transportation you took on the field trip.  How did they compare with each other, what did you like or dislike about each one, and who (besides our class) seemed to use the Blue Line, Gold Line, and Red Line (subway)?

2. For each of the 4 districts visited, think of the characteristics which gave you a “sense of place”: unique smells, sounds, people and their clothes, types of shops or buildings, cleanliness, vitality…things which are fairly distinctive for each district.  Make a list of at least 5 characteristics for each district and try to be insightful.

· Financial District

· Latino Commercial District

· Olvera Street

· Chinatown

3. In 1-3 paragraphs, discuss the following:

What were your favorite parts of the field trip?  Why?

What were your least favorite parts of the field trip?  Why?

Due date – Monday, November 16, 2009
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We will meet at the Artesia Blue Line station at 9:10 am.  Buy a Metro Day Pass for $5.00 and be ready to board the train at 9:25.  When it arrives, try to find a seat facing forward and try to sit on the right side.  You need only sit with your partner(s); it’s not necessary to sit near the instructor or other classmates.  All aboard!

Part I – Metro Blue Line

1. Less than one minute after leaving the station, look to either side of the train. 
 What is below the tall power lines? 

What level of industry is that?


2. The train parallels Willowbrook through the city of Compton.  Look for the area’s distinctive characteristics that give you a sense of place.  For the next 10 minutes, until the Florence stop, list 5 items of the cultural landscape which reveal qualities of this area.

a)

b)

c)

d)


e)

En route to Florence we stop at the Imperial station (2nd stop from where we started).  This station is located under the 105 freeway, the newest freeway in Los Angeles (opened October 1993).  This is a junction with the Green Line (opened in1995), which runs east-west between Norwalk and El Segundo. 


When we stop at the 103rd Street station, we are 102 blocks from the heart of Los Angeles (we’ll be there soon) and 55 blocks north of El Camino.  The famous Watts Towers are only a few blocks away (on 107th).

What kind of culture region have we been passing through between the Compton and Florence Stations?  (more than one possible answer)




a(n) _____________________ area



3. From the Florence station to Slauson and Vernon stations, notice the signs that indicate the industrial nature of the area.  

4. Start looking for businesses related to the fashion (clothing) industry.  Although the heart of the garment district is on Los Angeles Street a bit to the north, there are many outlying suppliers, wholesalers, retailers, and factories that you can see from the train.  This illustrates the concept of clustering, where businesses locate near each other to be close to necessary supplies or customers.  Especially look out the right side.  Make a list of at least 5 signs you see that are related to the clothing industry. 
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)


5. At the Washington Station, garment industries are in view.   After Washington, the train makes a tight turn to the left and slows down.  Keep looking for garment industries, but also try to see the old McDonald’s at Central Avenue on the left (across from a Shell station on the right side of the train) with the big arches that are no longer golden.


6. At the San Pedro Station you can still see garment industries.


7. At the Grand Station, you may see college students getting off the train.  The closest community college to downtown is on your left.  What college is it?  The sign is just past the Grand Station. 



8. After Grand, the train makes a tight turn to the right up Flower to the Pico Station.  The Convention Center  & Staples Center are one street over to the left.

9. After Pico, the train goes underground to reach its terminus at the 7th Street Metro Station.


End of Part I

Part II – Financial District

10. Follow the signs to the Figueroa exit.  Notice the mural above you as you ascend the last steps/escalator to street level.  Notice the change of sound and atmosphere as you leave the subway station and enter the heart of Los Angeles.  Look diagonally across the street to see the statue at the Ernst & Young Building.

11. Emerging from the Metro Station, you are on the corner of 7th and Figueroa.  Turn left and walk east on 7th Street.  Stop at the Fine Arts Building and regard the sculptured entrance.  Step into the lobby.

When was this building constructed?

Whose offices were here?
12. Upon leaving the Fine Arts Building, notice the height of the older buildings.  They were limited to 13 stories until 1957.  Why were there height limitations to the buildings?
13. At the corner of 7th and Flower, look southeast at the Macy Plaza, a shopping mall below the expensive Hyatt Regency Hotel. The mall caters mainly to hotel guests and downtown workers with fairly early closing hours: 6 PM on weekdays and 5 PM on weekends.

14. Turn left on Flower.  Stop at the corner of Flower and Wilshire.  Wilshire Boulevard begins a stone’s throw to the east of us, but its western end is 16 miles away.  If you took Wilshire west (a very busy, slow drive during mid-day), what are 3 famous parts of L.A. it would take you to?
a)



b)



c)

15. Continue up Flower.  When we reach the corner of 5th and Flower we are at the finish line of the Los Angeles Marathon (held in March).  We take the escalator straight ahead across 5th Street and walk straight towards the Bonaventure.  The Bonaventure was built in 1978 and has been featured in many movies.  We’ll walk in at the doors in front of the pedestrian bridge across Flower, and then up the first flight of stairs to the 3rd floor level.  We go to the elevators of the yellow tower. And we’ll go up to the top, 32nd floor, with great views of downtown.  You can take photos from the elevator, but there’s no observation deck on top.

16. Let’s not get lost in the Bonaventure!  We’ll return back to the 3rd floor level by taking the elevator in the red tower, regrouping and exiting the hotel at the same door we used to enter.  We cross the pedestrian bridge over Flower, turn left, and go down the steps to Flower.  We cross 5th and go to the steps leading through Maguire Gardens to the Los Angeles Public Library.  We stop at the bottom of the steps.

When was the library built?

What disaster struck the library?


When?

When did the library reopen after being reconstructed?

17. Enter the library, go the center (with modern mural, off-centered, above you).  Turn left, go up stairs one floor.  Stop at the top of steps and see the sphinx sculptures and ceiling.  Go into the rotunda and regard the artwork overhead.

How many lights are on the chandelier?

What does that number signify?

What is the significance of the sunburst on the ceiling?

18. Head toward the Tom Bradley Wing of the library, take the escalator up one floor, and find yourself in the modern atrium.  Briefly describe the 3 chandeliers in front of you.

How many books are in this library?
How many different publications?

19. Take the escalator down 2 floors and visit the restroom if desired.  We exit the library at the 5th Street door.

20. Look at the tall building across the street.  How many stories is that building?

What distinction does that building hold?
21. Turn right along 5th Street and walk toward Grand.  On the right, in front of the library, you can see the official city flower, the orange and blue Bird-of-Paradise.

At the same location, notice the different languages of Los Angeles on the fence behind the vegetation.  As you keep walking toward Grand, notice Dr. Seuss’ quote regarding travel.

22. Continue west down 5th, past Grand and enter the Japanese-owned Biltmore Hotel on your right.  Built in 1923, notice the carpets, ceilings, walls, and displays.

How much is the most expensive room in the Biltmore, the “presidential suite”?

Who are some of the famous people who have stayed at this hotel?

23. Turn left at the steps leading to the elevators, pause at the top of the stairs to admire the restaurant below you and the sculptured walls.  The restrooms in the Biltmore are the nicest ones on the field trip, so a good place to visit if you need to.
Descend the stairs, exit the Biltmore onto Olive, turn left to cross Olive at the corner, and go to Pershing Square. 

24. Pershing Square: This open space separates 4 important districts of downtown L.A.  Name the district to the:

West (where we just came from)
____________________

South (along Hill St.) 

 ____________________

East (along Broadway)

____________________

North (up 4 blocks)


____________________

End of Part II

Part III – Latino Commercial District

25. Leaving Pershing Square, we walk over to Broadway.  At the corner of 6th and Broadway, look right and left to notice the buildings along Broadway (like the Roxie, Cameo, Arcade, Los Angeles, and Palace).  Like many places in the city, Broadway shows evidence of its past.  Broadway used to be what kind of district? (not Latino)

26. Turn left and walk up Broadway.  Take notes of at least 5 things that give you a sense of place.  In other words, what are the unique qualities of this district (signs, smells, sounds, dress of people, types of shops, cleanliness, vitality…)  You must list these things on your individual write-up

What non-Latino influences do you see along Broadway?  List two.

27. At 4th Street, we will cross onto the other side of Broadway and we’ll continue up the street. Just before the corner of 3rd and Broadway, we will step inside the Bradbury Building.

When was this building constructed?

In a couple of sentences or long phrases, describe the interior.

28. Leaving the Bradbury Building, look across the street at the Million Dollar Theater, built in 1918 by Sid Graumann (the same man who built the famous Chinese Theater in Hollywood).

29. Cross Broadway, turn left and walk past the theater.

30. We get to Grand Central Market and before entering, notice the nice bike rack in front with a pig’s head.  Enter the market and notice the interesting things that are sold (good prices, too!)  What are 5 of the most interesting things for sale here?


a)


b)


c)


d)


e)

Check out the tacos sold at “Roast to Go” (it has a red, neon sign and is in the middle of the market).  If you get a taco with sesos, what would you be eating? (Look at the sign there)

31. After walking to the other end of Grand Central Market, you’ll see Angel’s Flight, proclaimed to be the “shortest commercial railway in the world” (315’ long).  It stopped operating in 1969 and was reopened in 1996.  It closed again in early 2001 after an accident was caused by a snapped cable, resulting in a collision of the two cars, a fatality and several injuries.  

When was Angel’s Flight built?
32. We’ll enter the Pershing Square metro station at 4th Street and we’ll take the Metro Red Line (subway) to Union Station.  The subway opened in 1993 and goes to Wilshire and Western near the Museum district, and to Hollywood, Universal City, and the San Fernando Valley.  Take some notes about the metro for your individual write-up.  
End of Part III

We get off at Union Station, built in 1939, remodeled in 1990, and resembling a California mission (architecture is one of the most lasting influences from the California mission period).  Walking out of Union Station, notice the elegant interior and follow the signs to the exit.  What level of industry does Union Station focus on?

Part IV – Olvera Street and Pueblo of Los Angeles

33. When and where was the Pueblo of Los Angeles established?

Why was it moved to this location?

What is significant about the Pico House?

What is significant about the Avila Adobe? (you should take some notes when you visit it)
34. We’ll have lunch at Olvera Street, but be sure to take time to wander through this “traditional” Mexican marketplace operated since 1930. Take notes of 5 things that give you a sense of place (include in your individual write-up).

In your opinion, how does this area compare with South Broadway?

End of Part IV

Part V – Chinatown

35. At the far end of Olvera Street, we turn left on Cesar Chavez Blvd., named for the Mexican-American activist who fought for the rights of California farm workers.  Notice the bilingual street signs, telling us that we are entering Chinatown.

36. Turn right on Spring Street and notice the smells and signs that tell us that we are in a unique part of the city.  Take some notes of what gives you a sense of place (to be included in your individual write-up).

37. At Ord Street we turn left, then right on New High Street.  Tourists do not visit these streets much, so they are good for seeing authentic Chinese culture.  At Alpine Street look ahead to the sign in 5 languages.

What 3 languages do you see besides Chinese and English?

Why are these other languages seen in many of Chinatown’s signs?

How many people live in Chinatown?

Is this the main concentration of L.A.’s Chinese population?


If not, where in Southern California are most Chinese living?

38. At the corner of Broadway and Alpine, we find ourselves in the heart of Chinatown.  Turn right at Broadway.

39. As we walk up Broadway, look inside the shops and restaurants we pass. Notice the various animal parts sold for food or medicine.   Look at the prices of the ginseng sold in herbalist shops.

How much does the most expensive ginseng cost for one pound? (A few students can go inside and tell the others the price so that we won’t all clog up the store).
40. At the corner of Broadway and College we stop and regroup.  This is one of the busiest corners of Chinatown.

When was Chinatown established?

Why did Chinatown relocate from its original location?

On the Northeast corner of this intersection is Little Joe’s Restaurant, a reminder of what ethnic community that used to be concentrated here?

Looking beyond the restaurant sign, what was established in 1883? (back when there were wheat fields in the San Fernando Valley)

What is produced there and what level of industry does that signify?
41. We’ll turn left on College and walk up to Hill.  Notice the Chinese shrine inside D.T. Auto Repair on your left as you approach the gas station at the corner.

What is Chinese about the gas station on the corner of College and Hill?

42. Go right up Hill to Chinatown’s Central Plaza and turn right.  We will spend about 10 minutes there browsing through the shops, people-watching, looking at the unique qualities of the area.  Notice the fortune telling spots:  Get your nose read!  Or your eyebrows!  One of the popular spots is the Chinese wishing well where you can toss coins to try to ensure future love, luck, or vacation.
43. Regroup at the Broadway gateway of the Central Plaza.  We’ll walk back down Broadway and turn left at College to go to the Gold Line Station.  Just before going up the escalator we pass a nice sign giving historical information about this area, including Capitol Milling Company.  The Gold Line was opened in 2003 and provides service between Union Station and Pasadena.  We take it one stop to Union Station, and then we will transfer to the Red Line. 
44. We take the Red Line to the third stop, past Civic Center and Pershing Square stations, to the 7th Street station.  At the 7th Street Station we’ll transfer to the Blue Line.  As you find a seat on the train, congratulate yourself.  You’ve seen things in the past 5 hours that many Southern Californians will never see.  Just think, another carefully planned 5-hour exploration of Los Angeles can provide many more rewarding and surprising experiences.   See more of our great city with cultural geography in mind!
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