Geography 2 – Cultural Geography

Instructor Matt Ebiner

Make-Up Field Trip (50 points)

This make-up field trip will help you develop a perceptive eye for appreciating and understanding the variety of cultural features and phenomena around us.  We really do live in an outstanding region for studying cultural geography!

This field trip entails driving through different parts of Southern California to observe and photograph elements of the cultural landscape.  You will need a good map of Los Angeles and a camera (try to use a good one).  You should make a plan of where you want to go before you set out and plan on spending at least one full day exploring the places you need to visit.

Photo Guidelines:

· Take some interior photos (in a shop, temple, mall, museum)

· Take more than one photo at each place you visit.  You can include more than one photo for each place in your write-up.

· Try to get people in your photos.  If they notice you, respectfully ask permission.  Don’t feel insulted if they refuse.

· Avoid taking pictures of banks.  You might get some angry responses.

· Photos shot from the car are generally not very good.

· Get some close-ups (e.g., items for sale in an ethnic shop)

· Put yourself in some (not all) of the photos.

· Carry a camera with film in your car as you drive around doing other things.  You might see something that is photo-worthy.

· Photos must be from this semester.

Write-up:

· Include a cover page or binder.

· Include a table of contents and number your pages.

· Give a title for each page (Chinese Area, CBD…).  Write 1-3 paragraphs for each area you observe to describe what you observed in each area you photographed.  

· Mount the photo(s) below your description (with double-stick tape or glue stick, for example, or you can print the photos on paper if you use a digital camera) and below the photo include a caption of a phrase or sentence with the photo location (street, city).  You can include as many photos as you want.

· Insightful descriptions/comments are encouraged and essential if you want the highest possible grade.

· Include a conclusion of 1-2 pages that summarizes your experience:  what was the most interesting part of Southern California that you observed during this project?  Were you surprised, impressed or disappointed with anything that you saw?  

· Neatness is essential.  No handwriting accepted.

· You will be graded on how well your photos illustrate the features or concepts you are asked to show, and how well you describe or explain your photos.

· Due date is Monday, May 17.  Late projects lose 2 points per day.
This project should be both fun and educational.  Enjoy your time in parts of Southern California that you might not otherwise see.  Try to experience the phenomena; eat at an ethnic restaurant, wander into some of the shops to see what they’re selling, visit the public library while you’re downtown, drive down some side streets, get out of the car to walk around a bit.  Go with a friend to make it more enjoyable, but if you go with a classmate, you must each take your own photos (with separate cameras) and use your own personal thoughts for your write-up.
Areas or Features to Observe, Photograph, and Describe

Ethnic Areas of Southern California – visit at least 6 ethnic areas; at least 1 photo of each


Try to take photos of people, monuments, signs, architecture, or unique objects for sale.


Your description should mention at least 3 distinctive characteristics of the area 

(smells, atmosphere, sounds, sights) 

Suggested areas to visit (with general locations)

· Chinese (Chinatown on N. Broadway; Valley Blvd in San Gabriel; Monterey Park; Hacienda Heights)

· Vietnamese (around Bolsa & Magnolia, Westminster)

· Japanese (Gardena, Little Tokyo)

· Korean (Vermont/Wilshire to Western/Olympic)

· Mexican (East L.A. around Soto/Cesar Chavez and Whittier or at El Mercadito at 1st & Lorena; 

South Broadway in Downtown LA; Olvera Street on Alameda; on Pacific in Huntington Park; Pomona)

· Indian (on Pioneer Blvd. in Artesia)

· Jewish (Fairfax District, on Beverly between La Brea and Fairfax, and on La Brea and Fairfax between Wilshire & 3rd)

· Salvadoran/Guatemala (from Pico/Union to 6th/Alvarado); 

Look for pupusas (Salvadoran snacks) and signs of restaurants or stores with Central American names, like Tikal, Salvadorena, Hondurena, Guatamalteca, and other names that end in –teca. 

· Ethiopian (on Fairfax between Olympic and Pico)

 This is one of the most pleasant ethnic areas to visit, with friendly shops and restaurants, and fairly easy parking

· Filipino (West Covina, around Amar & Azusa)

· Thai (the six blocks on Hollywood Blvd. between Western and Normandie; Thailand Plaza is at 5321 Hollywood Blvd)

· Armenian (Glendale); also in Los Angeles along Santa Monica Blvd, west of Vermont (“Little Armenia”)

· African-American (Baldwin Hills around Crenshaw/King; South Central around Leimart Park (43rd Street)

Urban Patterns – at least 1 photo of each

· CBD (Central Business District) of Los Angeles (take your photos while you’re in the CBD, not from afar)

The CBD is most interesting on weekdays when so much is going on, but it is congested and expensive to park.  Sundays are quiet and easy, but won’t show quite as much.  You have to go to downtown L. A. for this, not the CBD of Riverside, Long Beach, Pasadena, etc.

· Zone of Transition around the CBD  of Los Angeles 

(just outside downtown, especially east of the CBD along streets like Los Angeles and Main)
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Make-Up Field Trip– Grading Rationale

For each of the following you can earn a maximum of 5 points:  

5 = excellent description and photo(s); 4 = good; 3 = fair; 2 = poor; 0 = missing
Ethnic Areas of Southern California

Area #1 (described/explained)…………………………………………………………………….________

Area #2 (described/explained)…………………………………………………………………….________

Area #3 (described/explained)…………………………………………………………………….________

Area #4 (described/explained)…………………………………………………………………….________

Area #5 (described/explained)…………………………………………………………………….________

Area #6 (described/explained)…………………………………………………………………….________

Urban Patterns (4 points maximum)
CBD of Los Angeles (illustrates the concept? Described/explained?)……………………………________

L.A.’s Zone of Transition (illustrates the concept? Described/explained?)………………………________

Other Grading Criteria

Quality of Writing (0-5)…………………………………………..……………………………….________

Quality of Photos (0-4)………………………………………………………….…………………________

Conclusion (0-5)………………………………………….……………………………………….________

Typed?  Late Penalty?………………..………………………………………………………….….________









TOTAL…….……              /50
