1A Peer Review Instructions









For peer review, you will write or type comments on your peers’ essays in two ways: 1) comments throughout the body of the essay in the form of specific questions, concrete suggestions, and corrections of grammar and MLA documentation, and 2) a concluding paragraph at the end of the essay (either at the bottom or on a separate sheet of paper) in which you state in your own words what you believe the thesis of the essay to be and in which you discuss what, in general, you believe works well in the essay.  Read the essay once, then reread it, checking off the comment areas below as you provide your remarks.  You will be graded for peer review based on the thoroughness and helpfulness of your comments.  Don’t forget to write your name and “peer reviewer” as well as the date of the review on the essay in the top, right-hand corner of the first page or title page.  

I. Comments Throughout the Essay
In order to help you write specific comments, you should address the following aspects of the essay:

___1. Does the essay have a title?  Is it clear?  Suited to the essay?  If not, can you suggest one?

___2. What is the thesis of the essay (either stated or implied)?  Is it clear? Where is it in the essay?  
Is this the best place to put the thesis?  (Remember: the thesis usually should appear towards

the end of the introductory paragraph.)  Does the essay support the thesis adequately?

___3. Are there any areas of the essay that do not support the thesis and thus could be deleted?

___4. Are there places in the essay where the author might include more detail to support the thesis

(e.g., for narration, more dialogue, internal evaluation that shows, versus tells; for illustration,

more examples; for description, more descriptive detail or imagery that evokes the senses; for

process, more detail on the stages or adding missing steps of the process; and so forth)?

___5. Are there any aspects of the essay that are confusing or unclear?  What changes would help?

___6. Are the methods of development chosen the most appropriate?  Would additional methods 
make

the essay more effective (e.g., providing a definition, analysis, or a brief narrative 
example,

discussing causes or effects, providing a comparison, and so forth)?

___7. Is the essay well-organized?  Does it include an interesting and appropriate introduction?  Do 
the body paragraphs flow logically and smoothly?  Does the essay use transitional phrases 
and sentences?  Is the conclusion interesting?  Does it wrap up the essay?

___8. Are there any suggestions you could give to improve the style of the essay?  Is the sentence 
structure varied?  Is there any unnecessary repetition or wordiness? Is word choice 

appropriate?  Is the tone appropriate?  

___9. Could the essay include more sources, more quotations or paraphrases, e.g. from one of our 
textbooks?  Or is outside research in the form of facts, statistics, or examples necessary to

support certain points made in the essay?  What specific types of information should be

added?  Where might the student find such information?  Is the research that is included valid?

___10. Are there any problems with grammar? Is MLA documentation style used correctly, both for 
in-text citations and for the Works Cited page?  What corrections can you provide?

II. Concluding Paragraph
Make certain that in your concluding remarks you only include what you believe the thesis to be and positive criticism of the essay.  Include as many positive aspects as possible.  Look at the list above for ideas.  When the essay fulfills one of the above criteria effectively be sure to let your peer know this in your paragraph.  Remember to put any “negative” criticism in the form of constructive questions, suggestions, or corrections in the actual text of the essay, as close to the problem area as possible; you should not provide suggestions or negative criticism in this section.

