ENGLISH 1A--READING AND COMPOSITION

FALL SEMESTER 2009
Instructor: Dr. Mary Ann Leiby  
     Office: H 121-D 
       Phone: 310-660-3593, ext. 3183 Section: 6372

Day/Time: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10:25 a.m.-11:40 p.m. 

Room: H 103 

Email: mleiby@elcamino.edu  (Please use your ECC email account.)
Web Site: http://www.elcamino.edu/Faculty/mleiby/index.html 
Office Hours: Mondays: 11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (H 121-D)

Tuesdays: 8:45 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. (H 121-D)

Wednesdays: 11:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (H 121-D) 

Thursdays: 8:45 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. (H 121-D); and all week by appointment.

******************************************************************************

Prerequisite(s):  Credit in English A and credit in English 84 or English 7; or qualification by testing (English Placement Test) and assessment.
Catalog Description:  This course is designed to strengthen students’ ability to read with understanding and discernment, to discuss assigned readings intelligently, and to write clearly. Emphasis will be placed on writing essays in which each paragraph relates to a controlling idea, has an introduction and a conclusion, and contains primary and secondary support. College-level reading material will be assigned to provide the stimulus for class discussion and writing assignments, including a required research paper.

Required Texts: (available at the campus bookstore and on reserve at the library)

1) The Mercury Reader: A Custom Publication.  Compiled by Mary Ann Leiby, Ph.D.  Boston: 

Pearson Custom Publishing, 2002 or more recent.  (Please check that the version you 
purchase is the edition for English 1A compiled by Leiby, and not another professor!)

2) Rules for Writers.  6th Edition. Diana Hacker. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008 (ECC 


custom version).

3) The Way to Rainy Mountain.  N. Scott Momaday.  The University of New Mexico Press, 
1969.

4) I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.  Maya Angelou.  New York: Bantam Books, 1993.

5) Pocket Dictionary.

6) Thesaurus.

Materials:  Folder or binder to keep handouts and readings given by the instructor; notebook to keep class notes; several two-pocket folders for essays; a blank flash drive; notebook paper, printer paper, stapler, white out, pen, identification labels for folders, etc.

Course Objectives:

1. Recognize and revise sentence-level grammar and usage errors. 
2. Read and apply critical-thinking skills to numerous published articles and to college-level,
    book-length works for the purpose of writing and discussion. 
3. Apply appropriate strategies in the writing process including prewriting, composing, revising,
    and editing techniques. 
4. Compose multi-paragraph, thesis-driven essays with logical and appropriate supporting ideas,
    and with unity and coherence. 
5. Demonstrate ability to locate and utilize a variety of academic databases, peer-reviewed 
    journals, and scholarly websites. 
6. Utilize MLA guidelines to format essays, cite sources in the texts of essays, and compile 
    Works Cited lists. 
Student Learning Outcome (SLO) Statement: Given an out-of-class writing task in which students find multiple sources related to a particular topic, students will write a research report that shows the ability to support a thesis using analysis, to synthesize and integrate materials effectively from a variety of sources, and to cite sources in MLA format (including a works cited page). The report is organized, technically correct in paragraph composition, sentence structure, grammar, spelling and word use, and demonstrates thoughtful treatment of the topic.

Activities: 

1) Lots of reading assignments: assigned essays, novels, short stories, and poems.

2) Writing: 6-8 (maybe more) essays based on readings. Essays will include both timed, in-class,
     revised, and homework writings. You will write and rewrite essays, as well as work on in-
     class collaborative writing exercises. You will do independent library and field research and
     write a 6-10 page research paper.

3) Grammar: exercises related to errors found in essays; collaborative in-class exercises.

4) Review of reading skills:


a.) Paraphrase


b.) Summarize

c.) Identify the various styles of writing (description, illustration, narration,

     comparison/contrast, critical analysis, response and argumentation)


d.) Advocate or challenge the author’s assertions

5) Writing skills to be reviewed and introduced:


a.) Thesis statement


b.) Topic sentence


c.) Essay structure


d.) Research paper structure (MLA and APA formats)

6) Use of computer software and word processing to enhance collaborative learning and 

facilitate the writing process in all stages.

REQUIREMENTS

Essays.  With each out-of-class essay you should include at least two rough drafts. When using a computer, print out an early version and show revision attempts on this print-out. When turning in essays, place the final version, which must be clearly labeled and include a Works Cited page, in one side of a two-pocket folder (please write your name and the course number on the cover of the folder); in the other side place clearly labeled rough drafts, including any peer reviewed drafts or drafts you have brought to conferences (either with me or the Writing Center tutors), as well as photocopies of pages of books and articles from which you quote or paraphrase. (You do not need to include pages from our course handouts or textbooks, such as The Mercury Reader.) Please highlight or underline on these photocopies any quoted and/or paraphrased material that you use in your essay, placing the title page or first page of each source on top, with the author and title highlighted, then staple to it the pages of the source from which you quote or paraphrase, and organize these separately stapled source materials alphabetically (in the same order as the Works Cited page). Failure to include at least one satisfactory rough draft (one that shows proof of substantial revision) will result in lowering of the essay grade by 25 points. You are welcome to discuss rough drafts with me during my office hours or you can make an appointment for an alternate time that is mutually agreeable. However, please make appointments a few days in advance. In-class essays must be written legibly (or typed, if in the computer lab) and completed in the time allotted.  

Out-of-class essays (Essays #2, #4, and #5) will receive a numerical grade and count as a percentage of your overall course grade. To improve your grade on these essays, you should revise them and include the revised versions in a portfolio you submit at the end of the semester. In-class essays (Essays #1, #3, and #6) will receive a check minus, check, or check plus rating. The check minus indicates that the essay is below the freshman composition level; you will receive one, two, three, four, or five points off of your overall grade for the semester for each check minus in-class essay. (The number of points off will correspond to the quality of the essay and will be indicated in parentheses next to the check minus.)  However, you may revise the first two in-class essays (but not the final exam essay) for a new grade if they receive a check minus grade. (See guidelines for revision in the Understanding Your Grade section of this syllabus.) Essay #1 must be revised by October 16, and Essay #3 by November 9; you must also include these revisions (and any additional revisions of the essays) in your portfolio at the end of the semester. As long as you bring the grade up to a check (average freshman composition level) through revision, or you earned a check rating when the essay was initially graded, it will have no effect on your overall course grade. For each in-class essay that initially earns a check plus (indicating that it is above the freshman composition level), one, two, or three points will be added to your overall course grade, again, depending on the quality of the essay.

Revisions. You will improve your writing skills (including grammar, if necessary) through revising your work outside of class, for example, utilizing campus resources such as the Writing Center (H 122) throughout the semester to work on revising your essays. Such revision work may include any or all of the services offered by the Center: pre-writing conferences; one-on-one writing conferences with tutors; virtual (online) tutoring (if available); grammar conferences and workshops, either individual, group, or through self-based grammar software programs; MLA documentation conferences and workshops; word processing; access to the computer lab to work on drafts and revisions; and Internet research with access to ECC’s databases. The Center offers unlimited pre-writing conferences and two conferences on rough drafts per each writing assignment, as well as (depending on the college’s budget) virtual (online) tutoring providing feedback on rough drafts. You can also have a conference on MLA documentation (in-text and/or the Works Cited page). You must be sure to log in and out correctly at the Writing Center (bring your ECC ID and enter the correct course section #!), as well as bring a copy of your assignment sheet when you want to have a one-on-one conference on an essay. (Remember: if you lose your assignment sheet, you can download it from our course website.)  

Except under unusual circumstances (you already have A plus writing skills, you can document that you are unable to attend the Writing Center during open hours and will revise your work using other support, or you are utilizing other campus resources such as the SRC or LRC and can document this), ten percent of your overall grade in the course will be based on the percentage of hours logged at the Writing Center over the course of the semester, as well as on the evidence you provide in your portfolio of your revision work. For each hour logged at the WC, you will receive 33.33 points; thus, three hours over the course of the semester (about 10-15 minutes per week) will give you a 100% score for the revision component of your overall grade, two and a half hours an 83% score, two hours a 66% score, and so forth. All hours over three will count as extra credit.  Include your Writing Center conference drafts in the folder when you submit your essays for a grade, as well as any other revised drafts. In-class essays that received a check minus are due as indicated on the tentative schedule (Oct. 16 for Essay #1, Nov. 9 for Essay #3) and may also be further revised for the portfolio; in-class essays earning a check or check plus may also be further revised and submitted as part of the portfolio. (These revisions will increase your portfolio grade as well as your revision component grade.) All out-of-class revised essays are due at the time of portfolio submission.
Quizzes.  At any time you may be quizzed on material from the reading assignments or class discussions; therefore, you must attend class regularly and take the time to read assignments before class. Any quiz missed due to tardiness or unexcused absence will receive a "0."  No make-up quizzes are permitted; however, if you miss class due to an excused absence, the missed quiz grade will not count in your overall average as long as you arrange alternate make-up work with me. If you miss a quiz on one of the novels, you MUST arrange such make-up work, even if the absence is excused, as these quizzes count triple what the other quizzes do.

Exercises.  Throughout the term, you will be assigned out-of-class and in-class exercises, including analyses of the assigned readings. You need not write out the exercises in the textbook or respond to the textbook questions in writing, but you must come to class prepared to respond to them in class. You will respond through writing to the readings using a method that I assign.  We will usually incorporate the writing into class exercises and discussion. Occasionally, I will assign individual, out-of-class written exercises that will either help you in writing your major essays or will be used for in-class group exercises. Unless I tell you otherwise, out-of-class exercises should be typed; in-class assignments may be handwritten, but neatly, although I recommend typing them when we are in the computerized lab/classroom. I will grade the individual and group exercises on a simple scale of check minus, check, check plus, roughly equivalent to 60%, 80%, and 100%. Serious efforts which for the most part answer correctly or address thoroughly the assignments will receive a check plus; the grade lessens as the seriousness, correctness, and thoroughness of your work lessens. Half-hearted efforts will receive a check minus or perhaps even a failing grade; missed exercises will receive a “0.”

Class Participation.  You will be expected to participate by contributing to class discussion, taking part in group exercises, and by editing and evaluating other students' essays during peer review sessions. Always bring your textbooks to class, with scheduled assignments already read and annotated by the dates listed. You will also be expected to treat your peers and your instructor with respect, listening to others attentively and speaking only when you have something to say that will contribute in a productive manner to the class. Violations of the Student Code of Conduct will be dealt with according to campus policy. (See ECC’s website for more information.) You must, of course, attend class to be able to participate. Failure to participate due to an unexcused absence will result in a lower overall class participation grade, as will any disciplinary problems you may have which disrupt the class and/or create a hostile environment for your fellow students. Using the classroom computers for e-mail, chat, or surfing the Web for material unrelated to course work will also significantly lower your overall grade. 

Portfolio.  At the end of the semester you must re-submit all of your essays in a portfolio that includes the original GRADED essays, as well as REVISIONS of your essays.  (Follow the guidelines on pages 8-9 of this syllabus under UNDERSTANDING YOUR GRADE.) You should include revised in-class essays and out-of-class essays. These revisions will raise your overall portfolio grade, which counts for 20% of the overall course grade. You MUST turn in the portfolio to ensure credit for all essays submitted during the semester, even if you do not revise any of them.  Do not include rough drafts, peer review drafts, prewriting materials, or research materials in this packet, as you have already submitted these earlier in the semester; rather, place all essays in order from Essay #1 to Essay #5 (Essay #5 being a revised, expanded version of your research paper, with any changes from Essay #4 highlighted) in a two-pocket folder, and make sure all essays are labeled properly, and label the outside of the folder as well. The Portfolio should NOT include late essays (essays that have not already been graded).  It must include all graded and/or revised essays from the semester, as well as Essay #5, the final version of the research paper. 
The portfolio is due for all students on Wednesday, December 9, unless you arrange an extension with me for a different date, such as a day or two before the date of your portfolio conference, which is when we will discuss your portfolio and your probable grade in the course.  I MUST receive your portfolio at least a day before the scheduled conference. Students who do not submit a complete portfolio might not receive a passing grade in the class.  I will not accept late portfolios, although in documented cases of extreme illness, family emergency, and so forth, I may agree to submit an Incomplete grade for the course. The Incomplete grade is submitted with a default grade, that is, the grade you will receive if you do not make up the work within a certain time frame (usually by six weeks into the next semester). It is your responsibility to negotiate an Incomplete grade with me before the end of the semester.  

Final Exam.  You will take a final exam in the form of an in-class essay (Essay #6).  You will write this essay on the last day of the semester—Friday, December 18—thus, the essay may not be revised. It also counts as part of your final portfolio. 
Service Learning Option. You will have the option of participating in Service Learning, which is volunteer participation in an organized service activity that addresses community needs. Service Learning connects academic coursework and civic responsibility, thus enriching the learning experience and strengthening communities. You may choose to do the SL option as extra credit and/or to replace the final in-class essay; either way, you must participate in a minimum of 10 hours of Service Learning related to your research paper topic and complete a Service Learning Journal. The SL Journal can be graded in place of Essay #6, with a potential for extra credit points (up to three) added to your final grade in the course, depending on the quality of the journal; you may also choose to take the final exam and submit the SL journal, in which case you have the potential to earn even more extra credit points, depending on the quality of your SL journal and the final in-class essay. With the journal submission on Dec. 18, you must also submit a signed Time Sheet and Supervisor Evaluation and Verification Form. (See the Service Learning Packet.)
RULES

1) You must attend class.  Each unexcused absence will result in a zero if I give a quiz or any

other in-class work on that day.  After two absences (excused or unexcused) each unexcused absence will result in lowering of the final course grade by 5%. (For example, three unexcused absences after two excused or unexcused will lower the final grade by 15%.)  I will determine what constitutes an excused absence. You must be prepared to document the reason for the absence, complete all work missed in a timely fashion, and double-check with me to ensure that I have recorded your absence and late work as excused. 
When you miss class, it is your responsibility to find out from another student what you missed (notes, reading assignments, due dates, and so forth) and to download from the instructor’s web site any hand-outs submitted to students on the day(s) you missed class; I will not repeat lectures to students who miss class, and I will hold you fully responsible for coming back to class (after an illness, religious holiday, etc.) prepared for quizzes, exercises, peer review, and so forth, even if scheduled assignments have changed during your absence. Never call me to ask about material you missed due to an absence; call or email another student in the class first. Then, if you have questions, contact me, and I will be happy to address your concerns.  If you decide to stop attending class altogether, you are responsible for dropping the class and notifying me. (The last day to drop classes at ECC and receive a “W” is Nov. 20, 2009.) However, if you have an emergency, serious illness, or other circumstance beyond your control, please notify me as soon as possible before dropping the course; I am willing to work with students in such situations, providing additional assignments to make up for missed class time.

2) You must submit work on time and at the beginning of class. Late essays will                                                     receive 5 percentage points off for each day late. All late exercises will receive a "check minus."  See me about late work due to excused absences; I seldom take points off in these circumstances.  I also grant extensions when necessary, but you must request these before assignments are due.

3) You must attend class on time.  Three late arrivals will constitute one unexcused absence and will affect your grade accordingly. Frequent late arrivals will also lower your class participation grade, as such behavior is disruptive to the class.

4) You must submit work according to the assigned format.  Essays must be on standard-sized, white, smooth-edged paper, one side only, with 1" margins, and typed double-spaced in good print, using proper MLA format. Please do not use odd point sizes and unusual fonts to make your paper seem longer; such practices simply make you appear foolish and manipulative.  Rough drafts may be written in pen, if legible, but I prefer them to be typed.

5) You must edit carefully.  All essays will be subject to a strict grammar rule: you will be allowed only one grammatical or typographical error per page. After that, each additional error will count one point off the overall grade for the paper. Do not rely solely on computer software for editing your work; refer to the required handbook, to the notes you take at the beginning of the term, and to a good college dictionary.

6) You must include your name, my name, the course title, the day and period the 

class meets, a brief description of the assignment ("Group Exercise"; "Essay

#1";"Quiz #3"), and the date submitted on each assignment and each folder you turn in to me.  I will not grade work that does not include this information in the top left-hand corner of the first page and on the folder cover.

7) You must photocopy (or print out an extra copy of ) each out-of-class assignment and print out an extra copy (if in the computer lab) of each in-class assignment.  Keep the copy in case for some reason the original does not get to me or I misplace it.  I also suggest that you copy work onto a flash drive as well as email a copy to yourself.

8) Revisions of essays must be completed according to the guidelines for revision explained in the “Understanding Your Grade” section of the syllabus. 

9) You must submit out-of-class essays (Essays #2, #4, and #5) to the college-provided plagiarism software program Turnitin.com by the due dates for the essays listed on the syllabus.

10) You must complete all work to ensure a passing grade in the course.  A student who has 
received good grades but has not submitted all assignments may not pass the class. Even one
missed paper can lower the grade significantly.

11) You must keep copies of all returned, graded material until the last day of the semester; portfolios must include all graded essays.

12)  You must use the computerized classroom only for academic work assigned for the class. At any time, the instructor will be able to view your computer screen via software installed in the computerized classroom/lab. If you choose to break the lab rules and view nonacademic material on the Internet or write personal emails, and so forth, please be aware that you have no privacy rights in the lab/classroom; the instructor has the option at all times to view your computer screen and freeze it, thus gathering evidence needed to report you to the Dean of Student Services for student conduct code violations. Depending on the severity of the offense, you could be temporarily or permanently barred from the use of the lab/classroom, expelled from class, or expelled from ECC.

GRADING POLICIES

Paper Criteria:
A--concrete, well-detailed, well-organized, grammatically

      sound, stylistically admirable paper.

    
 

B--reasonably concrete, well-organized--perhaps



                 some minor grammatical flaws, perhaps some



                 problems with style.




C--paper probably lacks concreteness, inadequate



   
     detail and development, shaky organization,



                 problems of grammar and style.




D--paper poorly written, little detail or development, 

      poor organization.




F--unacceptable manuscript, a laughable paper

 


      without serious effort.

***In addition, please see the English 1A Rubric at the beginning of Rules for Writers.*** 

Grading Scale: A=90-100; B=80-89; C=70-79; D=60-69; F=below 60.

Final Grade Determination:




-Essays #2 and #4: 20%.




-Research Paper (Essay #5): 30%.







-Exercises, Quizzes, and Class Participation: 20%.




-Revisions (Writing Center Component): 10%.




-Portfolio: 20%.




-In-Class Essays #1, #3 and #6: Plus or minus points on final grade.

Extra Credit: Any workshop or conference time in the Writing Center above three hours per semester will factor in as extra credit and improve your final grade in the course. Depending on the extent and quality of revision, your portfolio also may significantly improve your overall course grade, as will engaging in Service Learning and submitting a well-written SL Journal.
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities

Any student who feels she/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs.  Please contact the Special Resource Center (SRC) at (310) 660-3296 to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

PLAGIARISM is a serious offense and will not be tolerated. You must submit your essays to the web-based, college-provided plagiarism software program Turnitin.com, which helps to determine if any part of your essays is plagiarized. Be certain to cite and document all sources accurately to avoid plagiarism.

***If you ever have any questions about your assignments, grades, or writing please feel free to 
come to my office to talk with me.*** 

UNDERSTANDING YOUR GRADE

When I return your graded essay, it will have important comments on it meant to help you improve your writing, including many suggestions for revision. Revise your essay as follows:

1) REVISION OF GRAMMAR/MLA FOR A NEW GRADE: Regardless of the grade, if you’ve lost points for grammar or incorrect MLA documentation on an out-of-class essay, you may revise the essay and have points reinstated that were taken off for grammar or MLA errors, as long as you do in fact make accurate corrections. Grammar and MLA may also be revised on in-class essays and could improve a check minus grade to a check grade if the content is otherwise sound. You must make the grammar and MLA revisions in pen on the original graded essay and make the revisions clear and apparent. ALL REVISIONS (except for in-class Essays #1 and #3 that received check minus grades—See tentative schedule) ARE DUE AT THE TIME OF THE PORTFOLIO SUBMISSION (Dec. 9) but may be submitted earlier.  Please use a pen with ink that is a different color than what I used to grade the original essay.  DO NOT simply turn in a new essay with corrected grammar or MLA. Resubmit the original graded essay with the corrections made right on it in pen.  For Essay #5 (which is a revision and expansion of Essay #4), you will need to make grammar corrections in pen on the original graded #4, THEN make revisions of grammar and MLA for Essay #5. If you receive points off for errors in a Works Cited page or for not including a Works Cited page, you must submit the original graded essay with a new typed (revised, correct) Works Cited page attached.  In order to receive a new grade for an essay, you MUST follow the above guidelines.  Do not expect a new grade on an essay if you simply turn in a new essay; you MUST revise grammar and/or MLA in pen on the original graded essay.
2) REVISION OF CONTENT: You may also revise an essay (out-of-class or in-class, if you received a check minus on the in-class essay) for content, style, organization, etc., as well as for grammar and MLA, to receive a higher grade (regardless of whether or not points were taken off for grammar and MLA). Content revision of a check or check plus in-class essay will not change the grade for the essay, but it will improve your portfolio grade. Minor style and content revisions should be added in pen on the original graded essay; more substantial revisions, however (for example, reorganization of paragraphs, more than a few sentences of added text, etc.) will require submission of a complete revision essay. Using a colored marker (or the Word highlighter), please highlight the sections of this new essay that you revised. See the schedule for due dates of Essay #1 and Essay #3 revisions if they received a check minus grade. All other essay content revisions are not due until portfolio submission but may be submitted earlier. In your portfolio, you must turn in the original graded essay with the revised version. In addition, you must also follow requirements (number 1) above for grammar and MLA errors, revising these errors in pen on the original graded essay. Areas revised in Essay #4 should be highlighted in Essay #5, including any additions/changes made, such as a revised thesis statement, new transitions, an expanded solution section, and so forth. For the group essay (Essay #2), each student should submit his or her own revised version in the portfolio; however, it is fine for students in the group to work together on their individual revisions.
For both in-class and out-of-class essays, I usually write comments throughout your essay to help you identify both strong and weak aspects of your writing. I also write a brief summary of my evaluation of the essay on the last page (or the back of the essay if no space is available on the last page) and, for out-of-class essays, indicate the grade you’ve earned by circling it. If you EVER have difficulty understanding these comments or if you disagree with the grade, I strongly urge you to speak to me right away, either before or after class, during office hours, or in a scheduled conference. For explanations of my most commonly used abbreviations and symbols, please refer to the list of revision symbols on the last page of Rules for Writers as well as to the following list:

a check mark in the margin: there is a grammar error or typo in that line



a final grade slashed through followed by “xx pts. for gr.” or “xx pts. for 



MLA”: the essay grade was lowered due to grammatical/mechanical or 



MLA citation problems; these points can be reinstated with revision.  (See
#1 above.)
ag: there are problems with agreement of number, person, pronoun/antecedent, or 

parallel structure 

AGT: agentless prose

awk: an awkward sentence or phrase; needs to be reworded for clarity of 

expression

c.s.: comma splice (using just a comma to join two independent clauses)
diction: improper word choice; consult a dictionary or thesaurus


expl: expletive such as “it is” or “there are”; avoid and replace with agent prose




frag: sentence fragment








fused: fused sentence (two independent clauses shoved together) 

pass: unnecessary passive voice






   
  
paragraph symbol: problems with paragraphing / start a new paragraph


question mark: your writing is unclear, confusing, or illegible

rep: unnecessary repetition







ref: the referent is unclear 

r.o.: run-on sentence 

slash through a letter: lowercase the letter

sp: spelling error





s/v : subject/verb agreement problems

tense: verb tense is incorrect

underlined or circled word or phrase: signals a problem area (unless 


accompanied by a positive remark)

word or line marked through: should be cut from the essay 

wordy: unnecessary words
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Week of
Assignment
Aug. 31

M: Introduction; syllabus.

W, F: Introduction continued; Grammar and usage review, Rules for Writers, “How to 

Use This Book and Its Web Site,” xv-xxii; Grammar exercise assigned;
 Computer Lab orientation (bring a blank flash drive); Word Overview 
(hand-out on 1A website); Rules for Writers, “Document Design,” 60-72.
Sept. 7

M: NO CLASS—Labor Day Holiday 
W: Reading and Writing Process: Rules for Writers, “The Writing Process,” 1-57, and 

“Writing about Texts,” 346-358; The Mercury Reader, 1-28 (PLEASE NOTE: 


all subsequent 
page numbers are for this textbook, unless otherwise noted).

F: Computer Lab Orientation continued; Grammar and usage review continued; 

Lecture on the three forms of oppression; Essay #1 Assigned; Begin reading  

assignments for the week of Sept. 21. Please Note: This is the last day to add 
courses at ECC; you must turn add slips in to the Admissions Office!
Sept. 14
M, W: Film: The Milagro Beanfield War; Grammar exercise due; continue to read and 

re-read assignments for the week of Sept. 21.



F: Essay #1 (in-class); Bring a blank flash drive (one with no files).

Sept. 21 
M: Argument, 29-74; Logic and Argumentation handout on 1A website; Rules for 



Writers, “Constructing Reasonable Arguments,” 358-379; Analysis Exercise #1 

Assigned. 



W: Argument continued; Frederick Douglass’ “Learning to Read and Write,”121-129.

F: Paula Gunn Allen’s “Where I Come from Is Like This,” 130-138; Gloria Anzaldua’s 

“How to Tame a Wild Tongue,” 139-152; Alice Walker’s “In Search of Our 

Mothers’ Gardens,” 153-164; Analysis Exercise #1 due; Group Analysis 

Exercise (in-class); Optional Analysis Exercise #2 assigned (on Baldwin,
Bettleheim and/or Pollitt’s essays).

Sept. 28
M: Drafting of Group Analysis Essay (Essay #2); Revision, 103-120.

W, F: The Way to Rainy Mountain (entire book); analysis exercise; Optional Analysis
Exercise #2 Due. 
Oct. 5

M: Susan Glaspell’s “A Jury of Her Peers,” 193-212; “Caged Bird,” 189-192; analysis 



exercises; Essay #3 assigned. 
W: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Chs. 1-19 (1-136).

F: Preparation for Essay #3; Essay #2 Due, submitted in a folder, with the paper copy of 

the final essay in one side and all rough drafts, with contributions of individual 

students clearly labeled, in the other side; also, the group leader should submit an 


electronic copy to the instructor via ECC email (as a Word 2003 attachment),
cc’d to all other group members, as well as submit the essay to to the plagiarism
software program (Turnitin.com: the link and class ID are available on the 1A

website, and the password is the section number of the course). 
Oct. 12

M: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Chs. 20-36 (137-289); Analysis workshop. 

W: Analysis workshop continued; Preparation for Essay #2. 
F: Essay #3 (in-class); bring a blank flash drive; Revision of Essay #1 due (if it 


received a check minus grade).

Oct. 19

M: Researching Papers, 75-85; Rules for Writers, “Conducting Research, Evaluating 




Sources, Managing Information, Supporting a Thesis, Citing Sources; Avoiding 




Plagiarism, and Integrating Sources,” 383-426.

W: Tentative thesis for Essay #4 due; Library Orientation.

F: Research for Essay #4; drafting of research questions and research plan.
Oct. 26
 
M: Paulo Freire’s “The Banking Concept” (hand-out on 1A website); Jean Anyon’s
“Social Class and the Hidden Curriculum of Work” (hand-out on 1A website); 
Joanna Kadi’s “A Question of Belonging” (hand-out); Free writing exercise (in-
class).
W: Freire, Anyon, and Kadi essays continued; Langston Hughes’ “Theme for English 

B,” 213-215; Richard Rodriguez’s “Public and Private Language,” 216-228.

F: Susan Estrich’s “Separate Is Better,” 229-235; Neil Miller’s “Gay Teachers, Gay 

Students,” 236-246; Nicholas Lemann’s “Ready, READ!” 247-266; Richard 

Nadler’s “Low Class: How Progressive Education Hurts the Poor and 

Minorities,” 267-272; and “The List of Standards . . .” and Bill Nave et al.’s “A 

Lapse in Standards” (273-291); Analysis exercise. 

Nov. 2

M: MLA and Documentation hand-out on 1A website; Documentation in the Humanities 



(MLA Style), 86-95; Documentation in the Social Sciences (APA Style), 96-102; 



Rules for Writers, “Writing MLA Papers: Documenting Sources, MLA 



Manuscript Format, Sample Paper,” 426-475; “Writing APA Papers,” 476-528; 



NOTE: You must read information on MLA and APA in both textbooks.
W: Documentation continued (bring both textbooks); Research for Essay #4. 

F: MLA Works Cited workshop for Essay #4 (bring rough draft of Works Cited page, all 

research materials, MLA hand-outs, and BOTH textbooks); drafting of outline.

Nov. 9

M: Outline due for Essay #4 (bring four paper copies); Peer review of outlines; 



Revision of Essay #3 Due (if it received a check minus grade).
W: Conferences; Drafting of Essay #4.

F: NO CLASS: Veterans Day Holiday.
Nov. 16
M: Peer Review of Essay #4 (bring four paper copies and read Peer Review 



Instructions hand-out on 1A website before class).

W: Conferences; Revision of Essay #4.

F: THE LAST DAY TO DROP CLASSES AT ECC is Nov. 20. Essay #4 Due (must 

include a Works Cited page, be submitted in a folder with peer review 

drafts, a Writing Center reviewed draft, as well as print-outs or photocopies 
of research materials; please highlight or underline on these photocopies any quoted and/or paraphrased material that you use in your essay, placing the title page or first page of each source on top, with the author and title highlighted, then staple to it the pages of the source from which you quote or paraphrase, and organize these separately stapled source materials alphabetically (in the same order as the Works Cited page). Essay #4 must also be submitted to the plagiarism software program (Turnitin.com: the link and class ID are available on the 1A website, and the password is the section number of the course). 
Nov. 23

M, W: Conferences; Drafting of Essay #5.
F: NO CLASS—Thanksgiving Day Holiday. 
Nov. 30

M, W, F: Conferences on Essay #4; PLEASE NOTE: your Essay #4 conference MUST

take place by Dec. 7; if you do not have a conference on Essay #4 to receive an 

initial grade, you will not be able to submit a revised version of Essay #4 in the

portfolio; Research/Drafting of Essay #5; Portfolio revision workshop.
Dec. 7 

M: Peer Review of Essay #5 (bring four paper copies).

 

W: Essay #5 Due (with changes made to Essays #4 highlighted on Essay #5, 



and must be submitted to the plagiarism software program); Portfolio Due 



(must include revisions of Essays #1, #2, #3, and #4: please follow syllabus 




directions for revision!); conferences.



F: Portfolio conferences.

Dec. 14

M, W: Portfolio conferences continued; F: Final Exam—Essay #6 (in-class); bring a 

flash drive, all files ok). Bring your textbooks, hand-outs, notes, etc., which you 

may use for the final.
NOTES:

1
5

