English 1B Honors: Analysis Papers #1, #2, #3 (Genre Essays) and #4 (Frankenstein) 
You will write three short analysis papers on the three genres covered in this course—fiction, drama, and poetry—as well as a fourth analysis paper on the novel Frankenstein. I suggest that you develop one or more of the in-class exercises into these papers, although this is not required. For each analysis paper, you must write on the selections assigned (see the schedule on the syllabus and the options explained below), preferably on one selection for each essay. If you choose to write on two or more selections for the genre essays, be sure that the essay is unified, that one argumentative, interpretive thesis applies to the works you’ve chosen. Do not simply string together two separate analyses. I expect you to support your paper’s thesis with careful close reading of the literary work(s).Your essays will be graded on the originality and plausibility of the thesis, the quality of the evidence (the detailed close analysis of the text) that supports the thesis, the effectiveness of the organization, as well as the appropriate use of style and correct grammar/mechanics and documentation. Refer to the “Guidelines for Interpreting Literature” handout for how to distinguish between summarizing and interpreting and for suggestions on formulating argumentative, interpretive analyses of literature. Refer to your textbook, your handbook, and class handouts for specific advice on writing critical analyses of literary works in the various genres, and on the differences in MLA documentation style required. 

I will grade the analysis papers on a simple scale of check minus, check, check plus, roughly equivalent to D, B/C, and A grades. An analysis paper that is at the freshman composition level and has no major problems with grammar and MLA documentation style will receive either a check plus (for excellent work) or a check (indicating average to slightly above average work). The check minus grade indicates that the analysis paper is below the freshman composition level and requires revision. You may revise check minus genre essays (#1, #2, and #3) for a new grade (but for no higher than a check grade) by resubmitting the original graded essay with minor style, content, grammar, and MLA corrections made right on that essay using a pen of a different color than the one I used to make comments on the paper. For more substantial revisions (such as several lines of content, reorganization of paragraphs, a new Works Cited page, and so forth), in addition to the original graded paper with minor corrections made directly on it in pen, you will attach a new essay, with the major revisions highlighted. Revisions of Analysis Papers #1, #2, and #3 are due two weeks after I return the graded essay.

Requirements:

1) Each paper must be a minimum of 4 typed pages, double-spaced (at least 1000 words
      
and 4 full pages of text: the Works Cited page does not count as the fourth page).


2) Each essay should have a complete introductory paragraph that includes background 

information on the author(s) and literary text(s), an overview of the literary text as it 

pertains to your thesis, as well as the thesis (an argumentative, interpretive thesis).

3) Each essay should also include at least three or four well-developed, well-detailed body 

paragraphs, and a complete conclusion paragraph.


4) Use MLA style of documentation; include both in-text citations and a Works Cited 

page, even if you cite only the literary text itself. Follow the specific MLA guidelines

in your textbook and handbook for each genre (fiction, drama, poetry); for example, 

remember that for poetry, you must cite line numbers, not page numbers, as with 

fiction and one-act plays. You must cite any outside source used to avoid plagiarism 
and submit the essay to the college provided, web-based plagiarism software 

program Turnitin.com before you turn the paper in to me.


5) Label the final version of the analysis paper appropriately, as well as all rough drafts, and 

submit them together in an appropriately labeled two-pocket folder.

Failure to include at least one satisfactory rough draft (one that shows proof of substantial revision) will result in a check minus grade. Plagiarism (inadvertent or intentional) will result in a check minus grade, or perhaps even a failing grade, on the paper. You are welcome to discuss rough drafts with me during my office hours or you can make an appointment for an alternate time that is mutually agreeable. However, please make appointments a few days in advance.  

Analysis Paper #1: Write an analysis of The Bluest Eye or of one or more of the short stories assigned; formulate an argumentative, interpretive thesis and support that thesis through a close reading that analyzes several of the elements of fiction: plot, character, point of view, setting, symbolism, style, and theme. (Refer to the material on pages 164-167 of your textbook for ideas to help you get started.) Final Essay Due: Oct. 6 for Option A—short story; or Oct. 15 for Option B—novel.

Analysis Paper #2: Write an analysis of one or more of the plays assigned; support an argumentative, interpretive thesis through close reading of several of the following elements of the play: theme, plot and conflict, characterization and motivation, tragedy, comedy, gestures and nonverbal language, setting, imagery, and performance. (Refer to the material on pages 700-703 of your textbook for ideas to help you get started.) Final Essay due: Oct. 27 for Option A—one-act plays; or Nov. 3 for Option B—multi-act plays.
Analysis Paper #3: Write either an explication or an analysis of one or more of the poems assigned during the weeks of Nov. 3 and Nov. 10; be sure to focus on several of the following elements: speaker, tone, audience, structure and form, center of interest and theme, diction, sound effects, figurative language, imagery, and symbolism. (Refer to the material on pages 509-512 of your textbook for ideas to help you get started.)  Final Essay due: Nov. 17 for Option A—selections from the week of Nov. 3; or Nov. 24 for Option B—selections from the week of Nov. 10.
Analysis Paper #4: Write an analysis of Frankenstein in which you utilize at least one advanced literary critical approach, such as biographical criticism, feminist or gender studies criticism, psychoanalytic criticism, etc. to conduct a close reading of the text that supports an argumentative, interpretive thesis on the novel. You should cite at least one reputable work of literary criticism on Frankenstein in your analysis. Peer Review Draft due: Dec. 3 (bring four copies to class and include the Works Cited page); Final Essay due: Dec. 8 (or Dec. 17 if submitting a combined Analysis #4/Term Paper).
REMINDER: The major support for a literary analysis paper should be a close reading of the text, that is, quoted and paraphrased material from the texts that is both set up (introduced) and explained (interpreted) in a way that supports the topic sentences of each paragraph; all body paragraphs of the essay should support the thesis statement of the paper. For Analysis Papers #1, #2, and #3, you do not need to utilize outside research; indeed, I encourage you NOT to conduct such research, as students beginning to write on literature at the college level often inadvertently plagiarize when they read literary analyses found in books and articles, especially from the Internet, and have difficulty learning to construct their own analyses of texts. You must submit your essays to the college provided, web-based plagiarism software program, Turnitin.com. In addition, when you conduct and utilize research, you must submit with your essay photocopies or print-outs of pages of books and articles from which you quote or paraphrase; please highlight or underline on these photocopies the title and author, as well as any quoted and/or paraphrased material that you use in your essay, and organize them by stapling each source separately and putting the sources in alphabetical order (the same order as Works Cited page). The best way to avoid plagiarism, however, is to avoid conducting such research until later in the semester, after you have written the three genre essays; then, you can conduct research to add to your already written close reading of the literary text(s) and revise that reading into your final term paper (Essay #5).

I strongly encourage you to take rough drafts of these essays to the Writing Center to be reviewed by a tutor, who can provide suggestions for improving the essays, as well as help you with proper MLA documentation style for the various genres. Always bring this assignment sheet with you to the Center. If you lose it, simply access my web site for a new copy.
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