Essay #1--1A   (In-class, Sept. 18; Revision due: Oct. 16)      Dr. Leiby    Fall  2009
For this essay, write at least five paragraphs in which you analyze the film The Milagro Beanfield War and explain some point that the film makes about the topic of oppression in its three forms: external, internalized, and horizontal.  You may take whatever stance on the issue that you’d like (as long as you have a clear thesis!), but with the following stipulations:

1) Your thesis must argue a point made by the film about oppression in its three forms.  For example, your thesis might be as follows: “The film The Milagro Beanfield War demonstrates that when oppressed people believe and act upon the messages of the oppressors, they lack the strength they need to fight their oppression individually and collectively”; or your thesis might be as follows: “The film The Milagro Beanfield War demonstrates that literacy is a powerful tool for overcoming oppression; it gives people the power to stop internalizing their oppression and, instead, join in solidarity to fight against it”; or your thesis might be as follows: “The film The Milagro Beanfield War shows that people who are oppressed must first overcome their internalized and horizontal oppression before they can tackle the external oppression, such as poverty and racism, that they are facing.”  

2) To support your thesis you should, of course, use specific examples from the film The Milagro Beanfield War in the body paragraphs of the essay. You will need to quote and paraphrase from the film. The body paragraphs of the essay should begin with clear topic sentences that support the thesis statement of your essay.

3) You should NOT assume that your readers have seen the film; therefore, you must introduce and explain your examples for an uninformed audience. Your introductory paragraph is a good place to provide a brief summary of the film, as well as to explain the three forms of oppression, then to present your thesis. Your conclusion is an excellent place to relate what happens in the film to your own experience or to what is currently taking place in our society. Do not forget to reinforce your thesis in the conclusion paragraph. Also, because you cannot assume that your readers know how the film ends or how the issues in it are resolved, you will need to provide an explanation.  

To help you with your essay, here is a list of the main characters from the film:

Joe/Jose Mondragon




Ladd Devine



Nancy Mondragon 




Flossie Devine

Ruby Archuleta (mechanic) 



Kyril Montana (the agent or “boogyman”)
Charlie Bloom (journalist/lawyer)


The Governor

Herbie Platt (NYU sociology major)


Horsethief Shorty

Amarante Cordova (oldest man in Milagro) 

Emerson Capps
Sheriff Bernabe Montoya



Nick Rael (the storekeeper)
Coyote Angel (Jose’s father, deceased)

Mayor Sammy Cantu



 

“The Senile Brigade” 




Jerry G and Carl, the forest rangers
For the essay, you may use notes, an outline, and your books, but not a draft.  Doing so will result in a “0” on the essay. You must bring to class a flash drive with no files on it (except for a document with your outline).

