ESSAY #2—English 1A  (Group Analysis Essay)                 

Dr. Leiby     Fall 2009
For Essay #2, you will work with the same students (in groups of three or four) with whom you completed your group analysis exercise, but this time, instead of just a paragraph, you will write a detailed, five-paragraph essay that supports a thesis statement similar to the following:

In her essay, “__________,” the author ___________ effectively utilizes ethos, logos, and pathos to convince her audience of _____________ of her claim that ________________________________.

All students must participate in the writing of the paper. Usually, one student writes the introduction and conclusion paragraphs, one writes a body paragraph on ethos, another writes a paragraph on logos, and another writes on pathos; however, you may divide up the writing in whatever way works best, as long as everyone contributes. Choose a group leader to be responsible for communicating to the instructor on the group’s progress and any problems or concerns the group has, as well as submitting the essay.

Content and Organization. You should include an introductory paragraph that provides a brief overview of the author and the issues and concerns of her essay, as well as the thesis statement of your essay. For the body paragraphs of the essay, you will need to utilize the sandwiching method we discussed in class, setting up and providing commentary on the quoted and paraphrased material you use to support the topic sentence of the paragraph. Remember that brackets and ellipses can be employed to make quoted material flow with your prose and that you can use a combination of quotation and paraphrase, even in the same sentence. You should use at least two or three examples each of ethos, logos, and pathos in the body paragraphs of the essay. (I suggest you include one body paragraph on ethos, one on logos, and one on pathos, in that order.) Be sure to explain to your readers why the examples are effective in supporting the author’s claim and convincing her audience of its validity. Don’t forget to utilize transitional words and phrases, and make sure that the paragraphs are unified. Include a conclusion paragraph in which you re-emphasize the thesis of your essay, as well as discuss the significance of the author’s work you have just analyzed.

Format. You should use MLA format for the assignment, including correct margins, a heading and header (with all students’ names), as well as putting the page numbers of the quotations or paraphrases in parentheses and punctuating these properly. (Remember: punctuation goes after the parentheses for correct MLA format.) The last page of the essay should be a Works Cited page that includes the anthology selection, as well as any other source you used (for example, if you included biographical information about the author in your introductory paragraph and you used a source other than the anthology itself).
Rough Draft. You will need to include a rough draft that indicates which sections of the essay were initially written by which members of the group. All group members should take part in writing, editing, and revising this draft. Revise the essay so that it has one consistent voice and tone, make sure that the examples you utilize in the body paragraphs are not repetitive (that is, do not use the same examples to discuss ethos as you do for your analysis of logos or pathos), proofread for grammar and style before printing the final version of the assignment, and be sure to save the essay onto all group members’ flash drives. If you take the draft to the Writing Center for review (which is highly recommended), you will need to have all authors present; if this is not possible, you can each have an individual conference on the portion of the essay written by that student. Include any Writing Center reviewed drafts with the final version of your essay.
Essay Submission. By the due date (October 9), the group leader will submit a paper version of the essay, in a two-pocket folder, with the paper copy of the final essay in one side and all rough drafts, with contributions of individual students clearly labeled, in the other side; also, the group leader should submit an electronic copy to the instructor via ECC email (as a Word 2003 attachment), cc’d to all other group members, as well as submit the essay to the plagiarism software program (Turnitin.com: the link and class ID are available on the 1A website, and the password is the section number of the course). 

