Essay #3--1A    (In-class, Oct. 16; Revision due: Nov. 9)
       Dr. Leiby       Fall  2009
For this essay, which must be a minimum of five complete paragraphs, you will be assigned one of the following three writing assignments; however, you will not know which one will be assigned until the day of the in-class essay, so you must be prepared to write on any of the three possibilities:

1. Analyze the imagery (such as symbolism, description, metaphors, and similes) in Susan Glaspell’s short story, “A Jury of Her Peers.”

2. Analyze the imagery (such as symbolism, description, metaphors, and similes) in Maya Angelou’s novel I Know Why the Cage Bird Sings (including discussion of the opening poem for the novel, “Caged Bird,” and the dedication).

3. Analyze both the novel I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou (including the poem and dedication), and the short story “A Jury of Her Peers,” by Susan Glaspell, for their usage of similar imagery (for example, symbolism, description, metaphors, and similes, such as the caged bird, singing, and so forth).  
Your essay should utilize your analysis of the literary text or texts to demonstrate a point that the literary text or texts are making about a theme or themes, such as oppression, freedom, self-esteem, solidarity, voice/expression, and so forth.  For example, your thesis might be that Glaspell’s short story uses imagery to demonstrate the negative consequences sexist oppression had on women in the early twentieth century; or your thesis could be that the imagery of the story (and/or the novel) explains the damaging effect a lack of freedom has on people’s self-esteem; or your thesis could be that through their usage of similar imagery, Angelou’s novel (and poem) and Glaspell’s short story show the importance of solidarity among oppressed people. Remember, you must make a clear point in your essay as you provide specific examples and explanations of the literary works’ use of imagery, so that your essay is unified and does more than merely list examples. You must not only quote and paraphrase, but set up your examples as well as explain them (use the “sandwich method”); you will also need to ensure that each body paragraph begins with a solid topic sentence linked to your thesis, and that your essay is logically organized and includes appropriate transitions.  DO NOT begin paragraphs with paraphrases, summaries, or quotations from the text(s). Instead, start with a topic sentence, then provide support.

Your audience for this essay is a supportive one made up of your peers who have read the works of literature, but not necessarily from your perspective. Therefore, you will not need to include more than very brief summaries of the literary texts; you will be including mostly interpretation and analysis, not summary. Do try to use appropriate in-text MLA citations, that is, include page numbers in parentheses for the novel and short story quotations and paraphrases, and line numbers for quotations and paraphrases from the poem.  

For the essay, you may use notes, an outline, and your books, but not a draft. If you have any questions, please feel free to ask me for assistance. You must use a blank flash drive, that is, one with no files on it except for Essays #1 and #2 and your outline/notes for Essay #3.
