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ESSAY #4 and ESSAY #5—English 1A 
                                              Dr. Leiby     Fall 2009
Essay #4 will be a research paper (4-5 pages, double-spaced) that examines a problem or problems with the educational system (either in the U.S., or, if you like, in another country) and concludes with at least one paragraph that posits a solution or solutions to the problem(s). Essay #5, a major research paper of 6-10 pages, double-spaced, will be a revised, expanded version of Essay #4, with at least two pages devoted to proving that the proposed solution or solutions will indeed begin to solve the problem(s). Essay #5 must include the following:

1) you should quote and/or paraphrase at least one author from The Mercury Reader (or applicable course handouts), preferably from the essays on education.  

2) you should use at least five outside sources from the library (books, journal or

newspaper articles, Internet sources, and so forth); two of the five sources must be 

recent, that is, from the last six months.  


3)   you should bring in your personal experience in some relevant way.


4) you should incorporate at least one interview (either published or one that you conduct yourself).

5) you should highlight on Essay #5 all changes you made from Essay #4.

PLEASE NOTE: The above requirements must be met for Essay #5, not for Essay #4, although I highly recommend that you include most of the above in Essay #4. You must receive my pre-approval to have any requirements waived.

For BOTH essays:

1) You should incorporate quotations and paraphrases effectively so that they flow

      smoothly with your prose and provide adequate evidence for the paper. Remember to

      validate your sources, preferably in the text of your essay, that is, provide detail on 

where your facts, statistics, etc. come from. All of your sources should be reputable      ones suitable for an academic research assignment.  I require you to use EbscoHost (Academic Search, MasterFILE, Newspaper Source, ERIC, Prof. Dev. Collection) and ProQuest for some of your sources. In addition, you must attach to your essays photocopies of pages from all sources used (other than the essays from The Mercury

Reader or class handouts) with the author/title and paraphrased and quoted material 

highlighted or underlined on these photocopies. Staple each source separately and

put them in alphabetical order as on the Works Cited page. Only include photocopies
of new research for Essay #5 (that is, materials you did not submit with Essay #4).

2) Your essay(s) must use proper MLA style of documentation (in-text and a Works Cited page), and be submitted to the plagiarism software before the due date.
Topic Selection. You may take a broad or a specific approach to this assignment, focusing on one particular aspect of education at one level or on a broad issue affecting one or more levels. For example, you might argue that parents are not allowed enough input into their children’s education at the primary level, which lessons the chances that elementary school children will succeed in later years of schooling; thus, you could propose a plan for more parental involvement in elementary education. Or you could contend that California’s Mexican-American students are not being adequately prepared for college by the curriculum or by school counselors, proposing ways to improve the curriculum and counseling services to better serve Mexican-American students. Or you could argue that at El Camino College, while the tuition is low, other costs are too high (parking, fees, books, photocopying, etc.), and thus, the administration should make the college experience more financially accessible by lowering such costs and finding the money to operate the college from other sources, such as grants, bond measures, or better fiscal management. You could take a broader approach, for example, arguing that higher education is not financially accessible to enough people in the U.S., then contending that more financial aid should be available to a broader range of individuals (poor, working-class, middle-class, those under age 23 whose parents are unwilling to finance their education, and so forth), including adequate grants for items such as computers and books, along with tuition and living expenses. Or you could argue that community colleges are not preparing students adequately to succeed at the university level (too many drop out before completing four-year degrees), and thus the community colleges need to raise their standards and use different teaching strategies to ensure that their students can transfer to and graduate from major universities. The possibilities for this assignment are endless. Choose a topic related to education in which you have a personal stake, one that matters to you, to your family, and/or to your community. Before drafting your essays, you will first need to do some pre-writing by entering into a conversation with some of the writers in The Mercury Reader (and from class handouts) with the goal of formulating your own vision of what education should be and do. Decide where you stand in relation to these philosophies about education. Which ones (or aspects of them) would be useful for articulating the problem(s) you see and the solution(s) you think might be feasible?  
Content and Organization. For your essays, you are to assume a supportive, college-educated audience, but one uninformed on the educational debate engaged in by the above authors and those you have discovered through your research. Thus, you must provide your readers with some background information before presenting your thesis. Because your audience is supportive, your thesis should appear early on in your essay (at the end of the introductory paragraph). In both papers, you will need to provide enough detail to prove that the problem does indeed exist and (primarily in Essay #5) that your solution is feasible, that it is the best strategy. You must provide adequate evidence of the problem, discuss the effects of the problem, as well as examine the causes of the problem before positing solution(s). In addition to examples and cause-effect, you may use any combination of other methods of development that you consider effective (narration, description, definition, comparison/contrast, analysis, and so forth). While for Essay #4 your thesis statement might focus only on the problem, for Essay #5 you will need to include a combined thesis statement that addresses both the problem and the solution(s), an adequate transition between discussion of the problem and the solution(s) you propose, as well as a conclusion that wraps up the entire essay; also, don’t forget to revise your original Works Cited page from Essay #4 to include additional sources used in the final version of your essay (Essay #5). 

Topic and Thesis for Essay#4 Due: October 21 (end of class).

Outline of Essay #4 Due: November 9 (beginning of class, bring 4 copies).

(Peer Review) Draft of Essay #4 Due: November 16 (beginning of class, bring 4 copies).

Final Draft of Essay #4 Due: November 20 (beginning of class).

(Peer Review) Draft of Essay #5 Due: December 7 (beginning of class, bring 4 copies).

**Essay #5 and Portfolio Due: December 9 (unless you request and receive an extension, in 

which case you still must submit your work BEFORE your conference date).
Portfolio Conferences: December 11 to December 16. 

Please Note: Conferences for Essay #4, when the essay will receive a preliminary grade and be returned to you with suggestions for portfolio revision, will take place Nov. 30 to Dec. 4. As only graded and revised essays can be submitted in the portfolio, which is due on Dec. 9, you MUST complete Essay #4, turn it in on Nov. 20, and have the conference on it prior to Dec. 9.  

**PLEASE REVIEW THE SYLLABUS (Pages 4, 5, 8 and 9) FOR IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES ON ESSAY #5 AND PORTFOLIO SUBMISSION**
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