Grammar/Writing Self-Assessment Exercise

For this assignment, you will need to skim your handbook (preferably Rules for Writers by Diana Hacker, but any grammar/style handbook will do) to ascertain what strengths and weaknesses you have in your grammar and writing skills.  The purpose of the exercise is to get you thinking about your writing abilities and to provide a list of areas to work on this semester and throughout your college career.  I will be assessing your writing all semester, providing feedback on your drafts and essays; however, it is important for you to learn to use available resources such as the handbook and the Writing Center to work independently on your grammar and writing skills.  Your self-assessment, in combination with my feedback, will give you a good starting point for such work.

Take about 1-2 hours to skim through the handbook, beginning first with the grammar sections, and jot down any terms you don’t understand under a column entitled “Weaknesses.”  Any grammatical terms you understand well should be listed under the title “Strengths.” You should list these on a sheet of paper, divided in half, with one side focusing on what you know (“Strengths”) and the other on what you don’t know well (“Weaknesses”).  Be sure to include page numbers from the handbook, especially for the “Weaknesses,” so that you can refer back to the information as you are drafting and proofreading your essays.  You should have at least a total of 30 items, for example, 10 strengths and 20 weaknesses.

If you find that you have a large number of strengths, that is, you are very proficient in grammar, then skim through the sections of the handbook on research and documentation styles (such as MLA and APA), adding anything you do not understand thoroughly to the “Weaknesses” column. 

Example:

Strengths






Weaknesses

Pronoun-antecedent agreement (175-181)

Dashes (311-12)

Apostrophes (298-302)




Comma splices (156-64)

Ellipsis mark (314-15, 419-20)



Integrating quotations (483-89)

BE SURE TO INCLUDE A TOTAL OF 30 ITEMS!

