Peer Review of Outlines

YOU MAY WRITE OR TYPE YOUR REVIEWS OF YOUR PEERS’ OUTLINES; EITHER WRITE DIRECTLY ON THE OUTLINES OR USE EMAIL AND MICROSOFT WORD: INSERT YOUR COMMENTS VIA THE “TRACK CHANGES” FEATURE OF WORD, FOUND BY CLICKING ON “TOOLS” AND “TRACK CHANGES.” DON’T FORGET TO WRITE YOUR NAME AT THE TOP OF THE OUTLINE WITH THE WORDS “PEER REVIEWER” AFTER YOUR NAME, AS WELL AS THE DATE OF YOUR REVIEW; OTHERWISE, YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT (REMEMBER: YOU WILL BE GRADED ON YOUR REVIEWS). A MINIMUM OF THREE REVIEWS IS REQUIRED.
1. Is there enough evidence that the problem exists? Enough examples, statistics, data? Is the evidence recent? From valid academic sources? (If the source is unknown, remind the author that peer-reviewed articles are one of the best places to find data.) If you believe more evidence is needed, let the writer know and make suggestions of the kinds of evidence that would convince you of the problem. If you think the evidence is convincing, also tell the writer.
2. Are the effects of the problem identified and substantiated with research? Are all groups negatively impacted by the problem discussed (not just students, but others, such as teachers or professors, administrators, business owners and prospective employers, tax payers, and so forth) and is recent, valid evidence offered? If not, suggest groups that you think should be discussed. Are you aware of effects that the writer did not consider? If so, write these down. 
3. Are the causes of the problem identified? Proven? Is there one main cause? Multiple causes? Is there recent and adequate evidence of these causes? From valid academic sources? Can you think of causes the author has not considered? If so, write these down for the author.

4. Is a solution offered at the end of the outline? Do you think it is a feasible solution? Why or why not? Let the writer know what you think about the solution(s). If there are other solutions not on the outline, make suggestions to the writer.

5. Is anything unclear? If so, ask for clarification. Do you have any questions? Write these down, and let the author know what it is you are confused about or what questions about the problem you believe are not answered by the information in the outline.

6. Do you think the outline is organized logically? Do you think some information needs to come earlier or later? Is there information that the readers need to know that isn’t included or isn’t included early on enough in the outline? Let the author know. 

WHEN COMPLETED, EITHER GIVE THE REVIEWED PAPER COPIES BACK TO YOUR PEERS IN PERSON OR EMAIL YOUR REVIEWS TO THEM; REMEMBER: YOUR PEERS NEED THE REVIEWS IN ORDER TO DRAFT THEIR ESSAYS, SO RETURN YOUR REVIEWS ASAP. ALL STUDENTS MUST INCLUDE THE PEER REVIEWED OUTLINES IN THE FOLDER IN WHICH THEIR FINAL ESSAY #4 IS SUBMITTED; THUS, IF YOU RECEIVE PEER REVIEWED OUTLINES VIA EMAIL, YOU NEED TO PRINT THESE OUT AND INCLUDE THEM IN YOUR FOLDER. 
