Prewriting Exercise on Education—English 1A

Immediately after reading the articles by Jean Anyon and Joanna Kadi, do a ten-minute freewrite on each of the following:

1. In a book by Paulo Freire entitled Pedagogy of the Oppressed, he describes the “Banking Concept of Education,” a style of teaching and learning he argues is practiced in most industrialized nations.  Students are considered “receptacles” for information “deposited” by instructors; they have no say in the education process, are not permitted an active role in creating or questioning what they learn, let alone applying it in their actual lives.  Instead, they are expected during examinations to “withdraw” the previously “deposited” knowledge to demonstrate to the instructor that they have acquired it.  The type of teaching and learning described by Jean Anyon that occurs in the Affluent Professional and Executive Elite schools is NOT the “Banking Concept.”  Think back on your educational experience thus far and write about the type of education you have received in general.  Has it been “Banking Concept” education?  Why or why not?

2. Which of the schools described by Jean Anyon do you think you attended during your primary school years?  During your secondary education?  Working-class, Middle-class, Affluent Professional, or Executive Elite?   Why have you chosen the school(s) you have?  What characteristics described by Anyon relate to your own experience of education?  If your experience does not correspond exactly to one of the schools Anyon identifies, does it connect to some combination of Anyon’s categories?

3.  Joanna Kadi’s essay examines the issue of who “belongs” in the university (4-year and/or graduate school) environment, and the internalized oppression that often results in keeping  the oppressed from succeeding in their educational endeavors.  Do you think that you have internalized any negative messages about yourself or your community that have affected your educational process or your decisions about your education? Do you plan to attend a university?  Why or why not?  What do you think the experience would be like?  

4.  Describe what you do not like about your education.  What past experiences were negative for you and why?  What could have been done (by educators, administrators, your parents, the government) that would have changed those negative experiences into positive ones?  What do you dislike about your college education?  What changes would make your experiences in college better?

