Term Paper





         English 15B—Dr. Leiby

You will write one 5-6 page term paper that will be due the last day of class. The paper will present an analysis of one or more of the literary texts assigned during the semester (your choice), and research is required (at least three sources of literary criticism), as well as historical or other research if it is necessary to support the thesis of the paper, the majority of which should be a close reading of the literary texts. While the thesis of your essay might not engage directly with your research, your essay must incorporate research in some significant way throughout your paper, not just in one or two paragraphs. However, you are NOT writing merely a survey of literary criticism on the literary text(s), but rather, you are offering an analysis via close reading that incorporates research. It is important that you utilize valid academic sources in the paper; thus, you should search not just the Internet, but ECC’s computer databases, for literary criticism and biographical information in articles and books about the author and work(s) of literature that you have chosen. You are required to use the ECC databases (Ebscohost’s MasterFILE and Academic Search Premier, Gale Literary Databases, and Literature Resource Center), as these will have the most valid sources, but also feel free to use another library’s resources. (ECC’s library has a reciprocity agreement with Cal State Dominguez Hills, for example.) 

Requirements:

1) The paper must be approximately 5-6 typed pages minimum, double-spaced (at least 

1250 words and 5-6 full pages of text, plus the Works Cited page).

2) The paper should include a complete introductory paragraph that ends with a clear 


argumentative, interpretive thesis statement, well-developed, well-detailed body
paragraphs that incorporate research in some significant way, and a 
complete conclusion paragraph.


3) Use MLA style of documentation; include both in-text citations and a Works Cited 

page—don’t forget the literary text(s), as well as all other sources. Follow the 

specific MLA guidelines in your handbook for each genre (fiction, drama, 

poetry), cite all outside sources used to avoid plagiarism, and submit the 

essay to the college-provided, web-based plagiarism software program,

Turnitin.com by the due date (link and class ID are available on the 15B website;
the password is the section number of the course).

4) With the final version of the term paper, include at least one clearly labeled rough draft 


(failure to include at least one satisfactory rough draft—one that shows proof of 


substantial revision—will result in lowering of the essay grade by 25 points), and 


submit them together in an appropriately labeled two-pocket folder.

5) Submit with the paper photocopies of pages of books and articles from which you 


quote or paraphrase and highlight or underline on these photocopies any quoted 


and/or paraphrased material that you use and cite in the paper, placing the title 


page or first page of each source on top, with the author and title highlighted, then 


staple to it the pages of the source from which you quote or paraphrase, and 


organize these separately stapled source materials alphabetically (in the same 


order as the Works Cited page). 
You are welcome to discuss rough drafts with me during my office hours (or you can make an appointment for an alternate time that is mutually agreeable). If you decide to have your essay reviewed by a Writing Center Tutor for feedback, you MUST take this assignment sheet with you. Remember: If you misplace this assignment sheet, it is available on the instructor’s web site.
