GEOLOGIC TIME LINE

	ERA
	YEARS AGO
	PERIOD
	EPOCH
	EVENT

	Cenozoic
	10,000 ya to present
	
	Holocene
	Plant/animal domestication, writing

	
	1.8 mya - 10,000 ya
	Quaternary
	Pleistocene
	Modern humans (160,000ya); stone tools, art

	
	5 mya – 1.8 mya
	
	Pliocene
	1st hominids

	
	23 mya – 5 mya
	
	Miocene
	1st apes; radiation of monkeys

	
	33 mya – 23 mya
	
	Oligocene
	1st monkeys

	
	55 – 35 mya
	
	Eocene
	Radiation of prosimians

	
	65 – 56 mya
	Tertiary
	Paleocene
	1st primates (prosimians)

	Mesozoic
	136 mya – 65 mya
	Cretaceous
	
	Dinosaurs extinct; mammals radiate

	
	190 mya – 136 mya
	Jurassic
	
	1st birds; dinosaurs rule

	
	225 mya
	Triassic
	
	1st dinosaurs & egg-laying mammals

	Paleozoic
	280 mya
	Permian
	
	Reptiles radiate; mammal-like reptiles

	
	345 mya
	Carboniferous
	
	1st reptiles; amphib & insects radiate

	
	395 mya
	Devonian
	
	1st bony fish, amphibians, and forests

	
	430 mya
	Silurian
	
	1st jawed fish & air-breathing animals

	
	500 mya
	Ordovician
	
	1st vertebrates (jawless fish)

	
	570 mya
	Cambrian
	
	Marine invertebrates radiate

	Pre-Cambrian
	1.2 bya
	
	
	1st life on land; eukaryotes appear

	
	3.8 bya
	
	
	Origin of life on earth


bya = billions of years ago

mya = millions of years ago
ya = years ago

