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El Camino College

Name:_______________________________
Date:________________________

Metric Lab

Objectives

This lab is intended to help students:

· identify the mass of objects using the SI unit of grams,

· convert from grams to milligrams, 
· convert from grams to kilograms,
· write numbers in scientific notation, and

· be aware of significant figures.

Procedure
1. Obtain a very small object with a mass of about 0.1 g.  Determine the mass using an electric balance.  Describe the object that is about 0.1 g.  Fill the data in the table below.
2. Repeat step 1 for objects that are approximately 1.0g, 10g and 100 g.  Take all measurements to two decimal places, or the maximum of the balance.
3. Convert each of the measurements to mg, then write in scientific notation.

4. Convert each of the measurements to kg, then write in scientific notation.

	Approx. mass


	0.1 g
	1.0 g
	10g
	100g

	Exact mass


	
	
	
	

	Description of object


	
	
	
	

	Convert to mg


	
	
	
	

	mg in scientific notation

	
	
	
	

	Convert to kg


	
	
	
	

	kg in scientific notation

	
	
	
	


