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without fear of damaging them-

selves or furniture, where they 

have time to choose and engage 

in activities, and use simple but 

interesting materials.  Please feel 

free to share your ideas with us. 

 

Sandy Parvis, M.A.          

Director 

 

From the Desk of the Director:  

In this issue, we are focusing on 

the importance of play.  Young 

childrenõs play is beneficial for all 

aspects of development.  At El 

Camino College Child Develop-

ment Center, our teachers sup-

port childrenõs play as a primary 

tool to engage them in effective 

learning. 

 

Self Esteem & Independence:   

Play invites children to express 

their own ideas while exploring 

new materials.  Children thrive 

when they are able to choose the 

activities meaningful to them.  

Choices allow children to take 

the initiative in their learning ñ 

they work on a task primarily 

because the task is satisfying to 

them. 

 

Interaction & Cooperation:   

There are many types of play.  In 

òsolitary play,ó the child will play 

alone.  òParallel playó involves 

being near another child who is 

using the same materials, but the 

child is engaged in his own activ-

ity.  In òassociative play,ó there is 

some conversation, sharing of 

materials, etc., but no sharing of 

goals.  When òcooperative playó 

is engaged, children develop 

shared goals (i.e., building a 

tower together in the block area, 

or team play on the playground).  

As children play together, they 

learn othersõ points of view, dem-

onstrate empathy and caring, and 

learn to resolve conflicts. 

 

Communication:    As children 

interact in play, they learn to use 

language in various ways to de-

scribe play, negotiate sharing, 

plan goals, etc.  Vocabulary in-

creases as they learn new words 

for objects.   

Through the years, a preschooler 

engages in a language òexplosion,ó 

whereby his vocabulary increases 

from 1,000 to 10,000 words be-

tween the ages of 3 and 5 years. 

 

Discovery & Exploration:    

Indoor & outdoor play provides 
various opportunities for develop-

ing and testing how things work.  

Sand, water, light and block play 

enhance understanding of the 

physical realities of materials. 

 

Physical Capabilities:     A child 

engages his or her whole body in 

learning, building small and large 

motor skills.  As children become 

more physically capable, their self-

esteem and independence grow. 

 

Artistic Expression & Appre-

ciation:    Dramatic play, art and 

writing center explorations, as well 

as other music and movement 

opportunities offer a variety of 

ways for children to express their 

ideas, as well as to appreciate the 

ideas of others.  These experi-

ences build skills in the other do-

mains as well, expanding childrenõs 

learning through play. 

 

Parents can support play as we 

do at school, by providing space, 

opportunities and materials; 

arranging òplay datesó with 

peers, and visiting play areas 

where children can interact with 

others (i.e., public parks, chil-

drenõs museums, activities at the 

public libraries).  Children need 
spaces where they can play 

 

Coming Events:  

 

The Child Development 

Center will hold its 

eighth preschool 

graduation (Crossing-

the-Bridge), on June 18 

at 3:30 p.m. on the 

CDC playground.  

Come celebrate with 

us! 

At left:  The children 

enjoyed the animals 

when Orange County 

Office of Educationõs 
traveling zoo visited on 

May 27.  
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Summer Fun While Learning  

Block Building is Cognitive Building  

Gardena (310) 217-9500 

El Segundo (310) 524-2722 

Hawthorne (310) 679-8193 

Compton (310) 637-0202 

Lawndale (310) 676-0177 

Redondo Bch. (310) 937- 

  6660 

 

Children learn through play.  Just 
remember that learning can take 
place in any type of environment.  
Have a wonderful summer.  I look 

forward to seeing you during the 

next school year. 

 

Angela Wilson, Rm. 3 a.m. Teacher 

Cheers, Cheers!!!  Another suc-
cessful school year is coming to an 

end.  I would like to extend thanks 
to all of the wonderful staff and 
parents who have made this school 

year very rewarding.    

 

Summer is approaching quickly, 

and finding interesting, challenging , 
and fun things for children to do 

requires a lot of thought.  I would 
like to suggest seeking out enter-

tainment for your children within 
your local community.  The local 
community offers a variety of 

activities the children can partici-
pate in.  Listed below are some of 
the local parks and libraries that 

have summer activities for children 

of all ages. 

Parks & Recreation  

(Sports, Arts & Crafts, Swimming) 

 

Torrance (310) 618-2720 

Gardena (310) 217-9557 

El Segundo (310) 524-2738 

Hawthorne (310) 349-1640 

Compton (310) 605-5688 

Lawndale (310) 973-3270 

Redondo Bch. (310) 318-

 0610 

Libraries  

(Story Hour, Summer Reading 

Clubs) 

Torrance (310) 618-5964 

The Child Development Center 

not only provides a warm, se-

cure and nurturing environment 

for your children, it is also a 

place where fun learning experi-

ences begin.  Our curriculum 

evolves around child-centered 

activities.   Our classroom allows 

independent exploration, and 

our learning centers are properly 

defined. 

 

One center that children consis-

tently gravitate toward is the 

block area, or building center.  

Our goal is to provide a variety 

of building materials in the area 

which allows them to expand 

their imagination and stimulate 

their cognitive growth. 

 

The block area provides many 

opportunities for the children to 

make their own constructions 

with materials that are òopen-

ended.ó  This sought-after area 

fosters invention and imagina-

tion.  Children learn about the 

properties of shape and size 

comparisons.  They also learn 

how to solve problems, (such as  

a child is attempting to build a 

tower with blocks that do not 

fit).  With adult assistance, the 

child has a chance to experiment 

and try other alternatives to 

make his or her tower stand up.  

In block building, children also 

learn cooperative skills such as 

turn-taking and sharing. 

 

Check out our proud builders! 

 

Charmaine Mutuc 

Room 2 Teacher 
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More animal fun with the 

traveling zoo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smiling faces! 
 

Busy Workers! 

 

 



Family Living Area  

Sand Art and Play  

They learn about themselves, 

their families and society.  They 

learn from one another as they 

interact, exchange ideas and 

problem solve; they learn how 

to be a part of a group, to coop-

erate and to work together.  

The family living area is a very 

important learning tool in the life 

of a preschooler. 

 

Thanks to everyone for another 

wonderful year at the CDC.  I 

hope everyone has a nice sum-

mer. 

Toni Newman 

Room 1 Teacher 

The family living area is the most 

popular work space in the class-

room.  When children work in 

this area of the classroom, they 

are taking on real life roles and 

recreating life experiences.  The 

use of props helps them to ex-

perience and make believe about 

many different life topics. 

 

Academic success comes from 

the ability to pretend because 

children are using recall experi-

ences that they have had  in 

order to re-create experiences 

based on what they picture in 

their minds.   For example, in 

recalling a trip to the doctor, 

children recall specific tools  

the doctor used and, with props 

provided through the adults, 

they can re-create the doctor 

visit and include other children 

to problem solve and participate 

along with them.  Some children 

might feel less apprehensive 

when they go to the doctor 

because they have been able to 

experience the trip through play.  

Some children improvise with 

other materials in the classroom 

which stimulates creativity and 

adds to their imagination. 

 

Children develop lots of skills in 

acting out and creating life roles.  

 

Sand art is the practice of 

modeling sand into an artistic 

form.  A drip sand castle is 

made by mixing the sand with 

water and dripping it from a 

fist held above.   

 

Shovels and buckets are the 

main tools used in sand crea-

tions, although some children 

use only their hands.  When 

children play with sand, they 

learn to exercise their imagi-

nation using their intelligence.  

They learn the concepts of 

size, shape, and volume.  This 

involves using math.  Children 

learn how to use tools and 

how to solve problems using 

intelligence and writing.  They 

learn concepts of warm, cool, 

wet, damp, dry, heavy and 

light using intelligence.  They 

learn how to play socially with 

others.  They learn to observe 

changes (which is science 

curriculum), and to create 

systems for classifying, order-

ing, and arranging (which is  

 

math). 

 

Our children make sand castles 

for the fun of creating something 

out of sand.  When they play in 

sand, they learn. 

 

Have a wonderful summer full of 

playing. 

 

Janice Pea 

Room 3, p.m.  Teacher 
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We are astronauts! 
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Ummm. . . That òfoodó looks 

yummy!! 

Two children are working coopera-

tively together toward a mutual 

goal. 


