
Academic 
Senate
Meeting 
12-1-20
El Camino College

https://www.elcamino.edu/academics/academicsenate/


Welcome Deans Representative!

Christina Gold, PhD
She/Her/Hers
Dean
Behavioral& SocialSciences

In what ways is your division demonstrating its commitment to equity and justice?

TheBehavioraland SocialSciencesDivisionis activelyengagedin anti-racismand equity through

the courses we teach, the programs we have spearheaded,and the commitment of the
faculty. Herearea couplehighlights:

1. TheEthnicand SocialJusticeStudiesdepartment was createda year ago and housesour
EthnicStudies,SocialJusticeStudies,and SocialScienceclasses. We offer AA degreesin Ethnic

Studieswith focuseson AfricanAmericanStudies,ChicanoStudies,AsianAmericanStudies,and
LatinAmericanStudies. Wearehopingto haveour new SocialJusticeStudiesAATin the fall 2021
catalog. Wearepreparingfor the new CSUEthnicStudiesgraduationrequirementby diversifying
our ethnic studiesofferingsandpreparingto rampup the number of sections.

2. TheBSSmyPATHprogramevolvedfrom the StudentEquityReinvisionedprogram. In Spring
2021, we will offer 27 myPATHsections. myPATHinstructorshavereceivedequity training and
eachclassispartneredwith acounselorandaPASSmentor to supportstudent success.

3. Raceand ethnicity are central to coursesin most of the elevenprogramsin our division. In

addition, we offer a Women, Genderand SexualityStudiesAA degree,and teach a variety of
related courses,such as ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎhistory, gender studies, the sociology of sexualities,the
psychologyof gender,and the psychologyof sexualorientation andgenderdiversity.



Quick Reminder

ÅComments/questions not directly related to current agenda itemwill 
not be acknowledged untilpublic comment.Additionally, 
comments/questions on agenda items should contribute to 
the discussion in a meaningful way.Public comments will be limited 
to 1 three-minute comment perperson per meeting.

ÅIf you type something in the chat thatyou wouldlike read aloud, 
please begin the comment with***. If your commentdoes notbegin 
with ***, we will assumeit's just for others to read silentlyandwill 
not acknowledge it publicly.



Unfinished Business



Guided Pathways Scale of Adoption 
Assessment



AP 4105, Distance Education



New Business



Information Items



Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Award



OAFA Selection Committee

ÅStacey Allen, VP of Faculty Development

ÅVirginia Rapp, Dean, Business

ÅMichael McDermit, English

ÅSelene Torres, Counselor, HDEV Instructor and recipient of the 
Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Award (2019)

ÅGiancarlo Fernandez, ASO President



Achievement Awards for Distinguished 
Teaching and Student Learning
ÅRobin Arehart, English

ÅYara Farah, Psychology

ÅTiffany Huynh, English

ÅAngie Kirk, English

ÅHatien Nguyen, HDEV/Counseling

ÅKamisha Sullivan, English

ÅElizabeth Walker, English



Robin Arehart, English

As an English instructor, Robin believes classrooms are, 
ideally, interactive and supportive communities of readers, 
writers, and thinkers. She fosters student success by 
varying her instructional strategies, encouraging a great 
deal of peer-to-peer engagement, and making sure her 
curriculum is relevant to the lives of her students.Robin is 
extremely active on campus; she is a Guided Pathways 
Summit and Success Team participant, a member of DEAC, 
and most recently, Robin co-created the Equity & 
Culturally Responsive Teaching Canvas course for faculty as 
part of the summer Faculty Online Innovation Grant 
project. Her colleague, Jennifer Annick, says that Robin 
loves to learn as much as she loves to teach and is an 
outstanding asset to the El Camino College community.



Yara Farah, Psychology

In the short time that Yara has taught 
psychology at El Camino, she has already 
made quite an impression. Her dean, Chris 
Gold, noted that six students submitted 
Warrior PRIDE applause forms, 
complimenting and thanking Dr. Farah for 
her excellent transition to online teaching 
last spring and for her commitment to their 
individual needs and learning. One student 
ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άL ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ CŀǊŀƘ ŀǎ Ƴȅ 
teacher. I see how hard she works to make 
sure that everyone understands and no one 
gets left behind... When it comes to a great 
education, there are teachers who we rely 
on and a good school is recognized by good 
teachers, and Professor Yara Farah is one of 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦέ



Tiffany Huynh, English

Tiffany is an alumna of El Camino College 
who has been teaching English here since 
2014. Her former ECC professor and now 
mentor and colleague, Brent Isaacs, explains 
ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƛŦŦŀƴȅΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
classroom presence often rival and even at 
time surpass those of decades-seasoned 
professors. In his thirty years of professional 
education, he has never encountered 
anyone as singularly or naturally suited to 
teaching. Her colleague Suzanne Gates 
expresses similar sentiments by 
characterizing Tiffany as an extraordinary 
instructor who is committed to serving 
students and one who truly embodies the 
mission of El Camino College.



Angie Kirk, English

Angie is a proud ECC alumna who teaches in the English 
Department. In nominating Angie for this award, Bruce 
Peppard commended her for the engaging learning 
environment she creates in classes that are clearly 
designed with student success in mind. Her colleague 
9ƭƛǎŜ DŜǊŀƎƘǘȅΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ !ƴƎƛŜΩǎ ƘƛǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
мн ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ǇǊŀƛǎŜǎ !ƴƎƛŜΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
foundation and love for her students. Elise notes that 
Angie is particularly skilled at teaching reading, and while 
!. тлр Ƙŀǎ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ 9//Ωǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ !ƴƎƛŜ ǳǎŜǎ 
her expertise to help students taking English 1A and 1C 
to achieve success. In addition, she is clearly committed 
to her own professional development. Angie will begin an 
online EdD program in January for the Doctor of 
Education, Curriculum and Instruction degree.



Hatien Nguyen,HDEV/Counseling

Hatien was nominated by Yun Chu, Kristie Daniel-
DiGregorio, and Juli Soden, her colleagues in 
HDEV, who praise her for making it a priority to 
actively participate in department events, 
professional development activities, and campus-
wide initiatives. They call her a true El Camino 
College Warrior who is an essential member of the 
Human Development Department. Not only has 
she taught HDEV since 2008, she has also been a 
ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ŦƻǊ 9ht{Σ C¸9Σ ŀƴŘ ¢htΦ IŀǘƛŜƴΩǎ 
teaching philosophy is to provide guidance and 
support to students to help them achieve success. 
This is clearly appreciated and recognized by her 
students as noted in an email she recently 
received from a student who thanked her for 
being a caring professor who is always attentive to 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 



Kamisha Sullivan, English

Kamisha has taught English at El Camino College 
for just two short years but has already earned a 
reputation as an equity-minded instructor who is 
deeply committed to her students. Her 
educational philosophy centers around a belief in 
care with an emphasis on relationships and 
communication as foundations to classroom 
success. She has demonstrated a commitment to 
professional development through participation in 
SITE and Safe Zone training and currently serves as 
one of two adjunct senators in the Academic 
Senate. She was recently invited to be a special 
guest on the ECC Virtual Hallway podcast to 
present on developing equitable syllabi. With 
great enthusiasm Rhea Lewitski nominated 
Kamisha and described her as someone who is 
extremely committed to her students, our college, 
and above all, equity in education.



Elizabeth Walker, English

Nominated by her colleague in the English Department, 
Erica Brenes expresses her belief that Elizabeth uniquely 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƪƻƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ 
faculty, students, and campuses. Her professional 
experience in publishing texts on the socioeconomic impact 
of education and its intersection with race means she has 
an important grasp on issues deeply relevant to our 
ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŜǉǳƛǘȅΦ .ǊŜƴŜǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ 
Dr. Walker is a way of honoring our commitment to faculty 
who fight tirelessly for equity. Elizabeth strives to be the 
college professor she wishes she had as an undergraduate 
and sees herself not just an English professor, but a scholar, 
a counselor, a philosopher, and an activist who is 
committed to providing educational opportunities for all 
students.



Brittany Hubble, 
Communication Studies

Outstanding Adjunct Faculty
2020


