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It is our honor and privilege to announce this year’s Distinguished
Alumni and Gratitude Awardees who will be recognized

and inducted on February 23, 2024. These individuals and
organizations have achieved great success in their careers and
community, and we wish to acknowledge the strong educational
foundation and partnership EI Camino College has provided them
on their professional journey.

SAVE THE DATE

Distinguished Alumni & Gratitude Awards
February 23, 2024 | DoubleTree by Hilton, Torrance
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Dr. Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza | President, West Valley College

GRATITUDE AWARDS

The McKellop/Wager Family | Individual
Chevron | Corporate
Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris Foundation | Community

ErLCamino CoOLLEGE Founbation




®

Public Safety Training Center Breaks Ground at EI Camino College

As a longtime supporter of South Bay first responders,
Assemblymember Muratsuchi said he was pleased to pursue
funding for the training center project which combines his top
priorities as a legislator. “This brings together two of the things |
think make the South Bay such a special place to live: great schools

On September 29th, EI Camino College held its
groundbreaking ceremony for its new South Bay Public
Safety Training Center. EI Camino College Board of Trustees,
administrators, staff, elected officials, first responders and
community leaders all celebrated the creation of the South Bay's
only local public safety training site where first responders will
receive life-saving skills and emergency education. The ECC Fire
Academy will also call this new facility home.

Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi appropriated $10 million for
the South Bay Public Safety Training Center in 2018. The funds
were approved when Governor Jerry Brown signed the 2018-19
state budget on June 27, 2018. The South Bay Public Safety
Training Center will support the education of ECC'’s public safety
students while also addressing the ongoing training requirements of
South Bay firefighters and law enforcement officers.

e

and safe neighborhoods,” he said.

The South Bay Public Safety Training Center will address
two critical needs. First, the region is the only part of Los Angeles
County without a designated training center for local fire, police,
hazmat, emergency management, and emergency medical
service agencies. Second, the current training facility for ECC’s
fire academy and law enforcement programs is severely limited in
its ability to meet the needs of students. This large and modern
facility will support the education of public safety students while

“This brings
together two of
the things | think
make the South
Bay such a special
place to live: great
schools and safe
neighborhoods.”

— Al Muratsuchi,

Assemblymember

also addressing the ongoing
training requirements
of firefighters and law
enforcement officers, through
its key design elements.
Amenities include a training
tower, an apparatus bay to
store three engines, three
classrooms, a multipurpose
building, a locker room, an
administration building and a
training prop yard.

With the 2028 Olympics
just around the corner and
El Camino’s close proximity
to LAX, the Metro, SoFi

Stadium, other event venues and schools, public safety is in the
forefront of the South Bay. EI Camino College is proud to be the
local training center for those who serve and protect our community
and ultimately, save lives. The anticipated completion of the $30-
$35 million facility is scheduled for late fall 2025.




®

Student Spotlight — LaTanya King’s Comeback Story

LaTanya King
is proud of the
progress she’s made
in her education. Her
comeback, as she calls
it, was possible thanks
to key players at
El Camino College who
guided her, including
supportive professors,
counselors, and staff
members who helped
her graduate from
ECC and putherona
path to UCLA where
she is now majoring
in political science
and African American
studies.

And then there’s
her biggest supporter and source of inspiration — her daughter
Laiah. “I had to go to school for me and for Laiah, and | had
to be successful. That became clear when | found myself
in a situation where | didn’t know how | could take care of
her,” King said. “And we did it together. When | would do
homework, | would read to her aloud; she was with me when
| studied. She went through this journey with me and went to
commencement with me. | tell everyone that we are a package
deal.”

“The past three years | have known
LaTanya, she has encountered
countless obstacles that would have
stopped many people in their tracks,
including financial challenges,
housing issues, difficult course
loads, and medical emergencies
for her and Laiah.
| honestly cannot imagine anything
that will deter LaTanya from her
ambitious goals to make the world a
better, more fair and just world
for her little girl.
| continue to be amazed not only
by her resilience, but also by her
unfailingly positive attitude.
Along the way, she has inspired so
many of us, including myself.”

— Kristie Daniel-DiGregorio Ph.D.,
Human Development professor

King enrolled at EI Camino twice before, but she wasn’t
initially prepared for college. Then she was laid off from her job
in 2020 and became a mother to Laiah. When Laiah turned 6
months old, King enrolled at EI Camino once again. She took
mostly online classes due to the pandemic, which also allowed
her to spend time with her daughter. This time, she found her
stride and earned nearly all A's and was named to the Dean’s
List.

“l ended up taking a human development class that
helped me to self-reflect and investigate why | struggled in
school before and what | needed to do to be a better student,”
she said. “After that, | had the confidence to do well. Before,
| felt ill prepared. | was also a first-generation college student,
so | was navigating on my own and trying to figure it all out.

All that changed when | found the resources available to me
at El Camino and all the different people who wanted to help.
| leaned into all EI Camino offered and | am forever grateful to
everyone who was there for me.”

King is now working toward her bachelor’s degree at
UCLA and plans to enroll in law school. Laiah attends UCLA’s
preschool while LaTanya takes classes and works on campus.
“EI Camino helped with everything; | wasn’t even going to
apply to UCLA — | couldn't afford it and | never thought | could
get in. El Camino showed me how all that was possible...and
it’s good to know that EI Camino has a variety of resources to
assist with the array of needs among a very diverse population
of students... You are not alone on your journey.”

»
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Warrior Wednesday Wine Down

On Wednesday, September 20th, the El Camino  faculty and students at the event made the building
College Foundation celebrated the grand opening and classrooms come alive, and the support of
of El Camino’s new Arts Complex with a private El Camino’s administration and leadership team
reception for its donors, President’s Circle members,  was amazing. We would like to thank everyone who
and community partners. It was a beautiful evening  attended and made the evening a success. We are
showcasing ECC’s newest building and modernized  grateful to all our Foundation friends for your support.
campus to its generous supporters. Having our arts  Please “Wine Down” with some photos of the night.
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Fall University Fair was a Beneficial

Resource for El Camino Students “Now, more than ever,
it is imperative that

students connect with

Sponsored by EI Camino’s Transfer Center, the Fall University Fair
took place on September 21st. This event was designed to help students

discover a variety of education opportunities and gather materials from university representatives
many different universities — all in one place. Admission requirements,
majors, and information about important university services such as to ensure a smooth transfer
housing, financial aid, and campus resources were available. .

El Camino regularly ranks in the top ten in the state for students pI'OCGSS anchored n
transferring to the University of California and the top five for students _
transferring to the California State University system. Representatives from aCCL!ra'!:e and UP to date
those campuses joined private and out-of-state institutions at the Fall admission requ"‘ements_

University Fair.

The Fall University Fair is
a great way for students to
make those connections as
they prepare to transfer and
continue their education.”

— René Lozano
Counselor and Transfer Center
Coordinator

El Camino College Student Transfer Rates

Transfer School 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 Total
-

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY - DOMINGUEZ HILLS 889 834 878 616 3126
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY - LONG BEACH 885 693 764 625 2887
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-LOS ANGELES 199 194 241 232 855
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY- NORTHRIDGE 217 203 200 126 737
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY - FULLERTON 175 140 164 178 648
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA - IRVINE 152 127 186 169 625
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 157 135 168 154 609
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY - LOS ANGELES 118 141 190 128 573
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY POMONA 126 143 136 102 498
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SAN DIEGO 118 112 136 110 468
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA - BERKELEY 140 99 119 114 465
Total 5346 4575 5231 4274 17591

Note: 2022-2023 transfer data unavailable at this time.
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Successful Vision 2030 Healthcare Event Held at EI Camino College

panels discussed educational pathways in healthcare to meet
increasing shortages in healthcare workers in the medical field.

The areas of focus for the day included: equitable access,
innovation, labor market information and data, Career Technical
Education inclusive of applied/technical baccalaureate degrees,
and certificate/degree pathways inclusive of modalities such as
competency-based education and credit for prior learning/prior
learning assessment.

California Community Colleges play a vital role in developing
innovative approaches to bolster socioeconomic mobility with equity.
On November 7th, EI Camino College held an event on campus to
showcase how changes in the healthcare industry are revolutionizing
career pathways and increasing earning potential.

Speakers and panelists addressed the economic impact of
the healthcare industry, its evolution, and how these changes will
transform the future of healthcare in our region. Additionally, the

Vision 2030: Pathways to
Equity and Economic
Mobility in Healthcare

Mi-Sook Kim, Dean, College of Nursing, CSUDH

Roy Mekaru, Director, BS, Respiratory Care, ECC

Angela Minniefield, SVP, Charles R. Drew University

Arthur Ochoa, SVP of Advancement & CAO, Cedars-Sinai

Ron Perez, Senior Director of Perioperative Services, UCLA Health
Jessica Pitt, CA Labor & Workforce Development Agency

Jan Vogel, Executive Director/CEO, South Bay WIB

Mary Wright, SVP & CNO, Torrance Memorial Medical Center
Candice Washilewski, Exec. Dir. Acute Care, Providence LCMMC
Rebecca Ruan O’'Shaughnessy, Cal Comm Colleges Vice Chancellor

Robust speakers and panel participants included:

Sonya Christian, California Community Colleges Chancellor
Hildegarde Aguinaldo, VP CCC Board of Governors

Dr. Brenda Thames, President/CEO, ECC

Trisha Murakawa, Interim Board President, ECCCD

Dr. Quanna Batiste-Brown, CNO, UCLA Health

Jermaine Hampton, LAEDC

Priscilla Fleming, Student, ECC

Keith Hobbs, President, Torrance Memorial Medical Center
Joel Kim, Chief Nursing Executive, Kaiser Permanente

Support the ECC Foundation on Giving Tuesday While Earning Chances to Win LA Rams Tickets!

Please give on Giving Tuesday and earn chances to win
a Los Angeles Rams game day package valued at $1,500!

Package includes four Club Seat tickets plus a parking pass to

the LA Rams vs Washington Commanders game on Sunday,

December 17th at SoFi Stadium (kickoff at 1:05 pm). Earn
one chance for every $50 donation increment.

To give online, please visit www.elcamino.edu/donate.
Thank you for your support!

Win 4 Club Seat tickets plus
parking to the LA Rams vs
Washington Commanders

game Sunday, Dec. 17th!
($1,500 Value)

1 chance for each $50 gift
increment on #GivingTuesday
(i.e. $100 donation = 2 chances)

"
ELCammo CorLeGe, | Founparion
¢—a:-&

%

Together
we give.
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THANKS...
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We are grateful to all of our supporters who'helped students at-El Camino College be successfu
Your.generosity contributed to a year of excellence.
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El Camino College Foundation (EIN 95-3874302) is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization.

College

»




