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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOME: History 101 

Upon completion of United States History to 1877, students will be able to develop and 
persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains 
major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in United 
States history to 1877 and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and use 
primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

FIRST TIME ETUDES USER?  To access Etudes please use your  

El Camino username AND for the password use your birth month and day.  You will be 

asked to change your password to something more secure. Make sure you write it down for 

your records 

When you are submitting your papers please remember to NOT USE THE ETUDES APP OR 

YOUR SAFARI BROWSER.  Your papers and assignments will not upload properly.  In the 

future I will acknowledge these types of submissions as "assignment not 

submitted/completed."  Please use either, Explorer, or Firefox, etc. Tablet and cell phone users 

do not use these devices to complete assignments.  Best to use a laptop or desktop 

computer.  This course requires that you have the proper internet connection and speed in order 

to complete your assignments in a timely fashion.  

Instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus as needed. 

DROP POLICY:  You will be dropped if you miss the first day of class.  After the first 

week if you miss class 3 times you will be dropped by week 10 unless you have a certified 

medical doctors note or a legal reason (i.e. jury duty, court date)  

 

 

Office Hours: 



Fridays, 12:40-1:15 

GENERAL EMAIL QUESTIONS:  I will respond within a 48 hour period to questions.  Some 

questions will be repeat questions asked by several of your peers, in this instance I may send a 

group email and/or post a response in “Announcements” on Etudes . 

310-900-1600, EXT 2212 

kradcliffe@elcamino.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course will examine the history of North America from the period of European arrival 
to 1877.  In this period a complex diversity of peoples and cultures begin to merge to create 
what would become the United States.  It is also a period of great political and economic 
growth forming the foundation on which North America would become a leader in 
democracy and wealth.  However, it is also a history born out of conflict and 
contradictions.  While the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution called for a 
recognition of rights and equality (among men), it denied these principles to white women 
and African Americans, the overwhelmingly majority of whom were slaves on the eve of 
revolution and accounted for ten percent of the population.  Nor did these concepts extend 
to Native Americans whom for centuries would become the genocidal victims of the policy 
of Manifest Destiny used to justify Western expansionism.  It took a civil war, which almost 
divided the country permanently, to begin the long process of securing these rights for all. 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 
 

This course is a chronological survey of American history from the first Americans to 1877, 
focusing on American social, intellectual, political, economic, and diplomatic institutions. 
Major topics in the course include colonization, slavery, the American Revolution, Native 
Americans, the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

COURSE PREREQUISITE:  No prerequisite- but English 1A is recommended before taking 
the class.  This course has a substantial number of writing assignments. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
1. Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values and life styles of Europeans, 
Africans, and Native Americans in the early colonial period. 

2. Assess the American colonial experience under English domination through the political, 
social, economic, and cultural forces that shaped its development. 
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3. Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of enslaved peoples during the 
colonial era; and explain why slavery became the dominant labor system in the southern 
colonies and how it impacted American social, political and economic systems. 

4. Compare and contrast the Spanish, French and British colonies in North America. 

5. Analyze the major events and ideas that gave rise to the American Revolution against 
English rule and assess the outcome of the war. 

6. Identify the competing political philosophies in the early national period and     explain 
how they impacted the creation of the Constitution and the expansion of democracy. 

7. Define the basic principles of American foreign policy from 1789 through the Civil War 
era, and explain how those principles were applied to American interactions with foreign 
nations, including Native Americans in the West. 

8. Evaluate the evolution of the institutions of family, school, workplace, and community 
from the colonial era through the Civil War period. 

9. Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century European immigration on 
American culture, society, politics, and the economy. 

10. Define the concept of Manifest Destiny and evaluate the process and consequences of 
westward expansion, including the impact of westward expansion on Native Americans 
and Mexicans. 
11. Identify the nineteenth century reform movements aimed at the eradication of social 
ills in American society and assess how they influenced racial relations, gender roles and 
the social hierarchy. 

12. Discuss the following issues in regards to the expansion of slavery in the nineteenth 
century: the evolving experiences and culture of enslaved peoples, the northern reaction to 
slavery, and the impact of slavery on southern economic and social systems. 

13. Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of the Civil War. 

14. Determine how political conflicts after the Civil War led to the creation of federal and 
State Reconstruction programs and assess the successes and failures of those programs. 

ETUDES INSTRUCTIONS 

HOW TO FOLLOW YOUR COURSEWORK ON ETUDES! 

Once the deadline has passed the link will be officially closed and you will receive an 

F.  EMAILED ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!!!!!  



REMEMBER WHEN IN DOUBT WITH REGARD TO WHAT IS DUE ALWAYS 

REFER TO THE COURSE MAP ON ETUDES! 

The textbook you will need for the class can be purchased at the El Camino College campus 
bookstore or ordered online in a number of formats.  As a way to keep costs down here are 
your options- from the publishers website you can purchase the book, acquire and e-
version or rent the book.  It's entirely up to you.  The title of the book is: 

Give Me Liberty! An American History, VOLUME 1 

Author: Eric Foner  

Publisher: Norton/Seagull Fourth Edition, 2014 

ISBN#: 978-0-393-92029-1 paperback edition 

 Please purchase the correct volume and edition. Do not purchase an older, combined or 
abbreviated version 

My suggestion- you may want to rent or secure the e-version.  If you do purchase the 
paperback version you will have free-access to the e-version until your paperback 
arrives.  Follow the instructions carefully. 

Check out: 

Amazon or Amazon Prime, Chegg.com or half.com.  You may be able to purchase the book at 

either one of these websites for as little as 15 or 20 dollars. 

BREAKDOWN 

I.  HOME PAGE (Announcements and ETUDES Links) 

II. MODULES (Lecture Content) 

-PowerPoint Lecture- PowerPoints with thematic outline and detailed content. 

-Film Links- Full length documentaries to be viewed to complete writing assignments 

-Possible additional readings, podcasts and/or primary sources. TBA 

III. ACTIVITIES TO SUBMIT (Gradable):  

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS  

Weekly Work Expectations- Please pay attention to due dates! See Etudes Course 

Map.  Announcements/Assignments/Course Map can be found on the menu on the left side 

of your screen.  When you submit an assignment please make sure you press both 



the  “save” if you plan on editing up until the deadline, and the “submit” tab and when you 

have completed the assignment and it is ready for me to review. 

REMEMBER, WHEN IN DOUBT WITH REGARD TO DEADLINES GO TO THE COURSE 

MAP!!! 

Grade Breakdown: Points Based Course- Do not reference percentages OR letter gradesas 

you see them in the Etudes gradebook.  It will be incorrect. 

QUIZZES IN CLASS 

2 Quizzes, 10 points each                           20 points 

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 

2 Writing Assignments, 10 points each       20 Points 

MID TERM: WEEK 9                               70 Points 

FINAL EXAM                                    70 Points 

Total                                                        180 Points 

A (180-144) B (143-107-119) C (106-71) D (70-35) F (34-0) 

MODULES WEEK BY WEEK 

Weeks 1-4:  Worldview, Exploration and Settlement 

2/17, 2/24, 3/3, 3/10 

Chapters 1, 2, and 3 Give Me Liberty 

Film: Black in Latin America:  The Black Grandmother in the Closet (Mexico and Peru) 

Weeks 5-8 Founding of the English Mainland Colonies, Servitude vs. Slavery 
3/31, 4/7, 
Chapters 4, 5 and 6, Give Me Liberty 

Film: We Shall Remain:  Before the Mayflower 

Film: Africans in America:  The Terrible Transformation 

 
4/10-3/14 SPRING BREAK NO CLASSES 
 
Weeks 9-12:  The Revolution and the Republic 
4/21 
4/28(Mid Term 4/28) 
5/5 
5/12  



Chapters 7, 8 and 9 

Film: Liberty!   
 
Weeks 13, 14 and 15:  Territorial Expansion, Gold, Cotton and Conflict  

5/19, 5/16, 5/29, 6/2 

Chapters 10, 11, 12  
Film:  Jefferson’s Blood 

Film: We Shall Remain:  Trail of Tears 

 

WEEK 16 

FINAL EXAM 
6/9 

 

POLICY AND STATEMENTS 

STATEMENT STUDENT CONDUCT:  BOARD POLICY 5138 (Refer to college catalog 

for detailed policy) 

MISSION STATEMENT:  El Camino College offers quality, comprehensive educational 

programs and service to ensure the educational success of students from our diverse community. 

 ECC Board Policy 5500 - Standard of Student Conduct 

Board Policy 5500 Standards of Student Conduct 

I. Standard of Conduct 

General Policy    

Conduct at El Camino College, Compton Center must conform to the laws of the State of 

California, District Policies, and campus rules and regulations. The El Camino College, Compton 

Center faculty, staff and administration are dedicated to maintaining an optimal learning 

environment; the standards of behavior as outlined in this policy are essential to the maintenance 

of a quality college environment. These standards will apply to all students on campus, other 

college property or while attending any college-sponsored event. Violation of such laws, 

policies, rules and regulations or behavior adversely affecting suitability as a student, will lead to 

disciplinary action. Disciplinary actions as noted in Section II, may be taken against any person 

who engaged in behavior defined as misconduct as listed in Section B. 

B. Misconduct    

1. Dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism or knowingly furnishing false 

information to the College.  



2. Forgery, alteration, or misuse of college documents, records, or identification. 

EXAMPLES OF CHEATING OR PLAGIARISM 

1. Representing the words, ideas or work of another as one's own in any academic exercise 

(plagiarism), including the use of commercial term paper companies; 

2. Copying or allowing another student to copy from one's paper or answer sheet during an 

examination; 

3. Allowing another individual to assume one's identity for the purpose of enhancing one's grade 

in any of the following: testing, field trips or attendance; 

4. Falsifying or attempting to falsify attendance records and/or grade rosters; 

5. Changing answers on a previously scored test, assignment or experiment with the intent to 

defraud; 

6. Inventing data for the purpose of completing a laboratory experiment or case study analysis 

with the intent to defraud; 

7. Giving and/or taking information during an examination by any means such as sign language, 

hand signals or secret codes; 

8. Obtaining copies of notes, exams or exam questions by any means other than distribution from 

the instructor. (This includes copying and removing exam questions from the 

classroom for any purpose.); 

9. Using study aids such as calculators, tape recorders or notes that have been specifically 

prohibited by the instructor. 

CONSEQUENCES FOR CHEATING OR PLAGIARISM   

Given alleged violation of the Standards of Conduct, any or all of the following actions may be 

imposed: 

When there is evidence of cheating or plagiarism in classroom work, students may receive an F 

for that piece of work or may be suspended from all classes for that term and the following term 

if deemed appropriate. 

1. The instructor may assign a failing grade to the examination or assignment in which the 

alleged cheating or plagiarism occurred. This action is based on information that the 

instructor had. 

2. The instructor may dismiss the student from the class or activity for the present and/or 

following class session(s) 



3. The instructor may recommend suspension or expulsion of the student from the college as 

stipulated in BP5500, Section IIB6 and 8. This recommendation must be in accordance 

with El Camino College's Due Process and Disciplinary Procedures. 

4. Complete the Academic Dishonesty Report Form and submit it to the Academic Affairs 

Office. 

When there is probable cause to believe that a student has committed any of the above actions, 

that student will be immediately suspended from the campus by any college manager during 

school hours, or delegated authority during non-school hours. Within 24 hours of, or the next 

regular work day after the suspension, the manager shall send the Dean of Student Services a 

written report of the suspension. The Dean of Student Services will then send a written notice to 

the suspended student, informing the student that he or she has been suspended for the remainder 

of the semester at a minimum and that he or she has the right to a hearing within ten days of the 

suspension.   

Previous Board Policy Number: 5138 

ADA STATEMENT: 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request of the student to the instructor.  A student with a disability, 

who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 

himself/herself to the Special Resources Center and then to the instructor.  To make 

arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center.  

Special Resource Center 
Southeast Wing of the 

Student Services Center 
View Campus Map 

 
Contact Information 

(310) 660-3295 
TDD: (310) 660-3445 

 
Testing Accommodations SRCta@elcamino.edu 

Services for 
ASL/Academic Interpreters 

DHH@elcamino.edu 
 

Adapted Physical Education 
Staff Office 

(310) 660-3593 x3662 

 

The El Camino College, Special Resource Center (SRC) is committed to students with 

disabilities and their right to an equal educational experience. Students are encouraged to use our 

services for full integration into all aspects of college life. Several support services are available 

for students with disabilities that affect one or more major life functions. 
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The primary objective of the program is to assist students with disabilities in the successful 

completion of their academic endeavors. This is accomplished through a process of goal setting, 

personal assertiveness, and progressive independence. 

Each person would have the benefit of an individual approach to accommodate needs associated 

with a wide range of disabling conditions. There are many support services and various 

specialized devices to facilitate the process of reasonable classroom accommodations. 

Participation in the Special Resource Center is voluntary. Students who choose to identify 

themselves to the SRC and qualify for services will work with staff to determine appropriate and 

reasonable academic accommodations. 

 

 


