
Anthropology 11 

Anthropology of Magic, Religion, and Witchcraft 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

 

This course is a cross-cultural and evolutionary survey of the supernatural. It includes an examination of magic 

and witchcraft practices and the different functions they play in various world societies including hunting and 

gathering groups, tribal level and state level societies. Additionally, religious beliefs, symbolism and ritual are 

explained from an anthropological perspective. 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

1. Provide examples of ethnographic case studies to illustrate how the theoretical frameworks of the 

evolutionary, functional and psychoanalytic perspectives would approach the study of religion.  

2. Compare and contrast the various levels of religious participation found in individualistic, shamanistic, 

communal and ecclesiastical organizations.  

3. Define and describe the terms animism and animatism and include cultural examples of each concept.  

4. Contrast the ways in which the roles of shamans and priests reflect egalitarianism and stratification 

respectively.  

5. Explain and evaluate the importance of altered states in religious practices and provide an ethnographic 

example to illustrate your understanding.  

6. Define the term symbol and provide a description of a religious symbol.  

7. Describe the difference between witchcraft and sorcery and provide an explanation of how these beliefs 

function in society.  

8. Contrast the concept of witchcraft in traditional societies with that of Euro-American beliefs.  

9. Explain the importance of myth and ritual, making reference to the function of each in society.  

10. Identify and describe the various types of revitalization movements and explain the circumstances 

surrounding the origins of these movements.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. SLO #1.Shamans and Priests In an in-class assignment, students will demonstrate an understanding of 

the relationship between religion and social structure by discussing the ways in which the roles of 

shamans and priests reflect egalitarianism and stratification, respectively.  

2. SLO #2 . Animism In a class-written assignment, students will demonstrate a conceptual understanding 

of the supernatural by (1) defining the terms animism and animatism; (2) outlining and explaining each 

of the characteristics of animistic beings; and (3) providing one culturally relevant example for animism 

and another for animatism. 

3. SLO #3 In an in-class assignment, students will demonstrate their understanding of a rite of passage by 

defining the process and explaining each of its stages. 

 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 

the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 

academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 

Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 



Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

