
Anthropology 12 

Ancient Civilizations of the World 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 

 

This course traces the emergence of early states and ancient empires around the globe. The cultural 

achievements linked to state development are traced through a survey of evidence from both the archaeological 

and historical records. Students will be introduced to anthropological theories that seek to model and explain the 

appearance of state-level societies and empires. 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

1.Discuss the history of the struggle by scholars to characterize civilizations and recognize some of their 

shared features .  

2. Describe the extent to which the written records of Mesopotamian, Greco-Roman, Mayan, and 

Chinese civilizations were preserved, and the extent of the contribution made by archaeology in adding 

to our understanding of these societies.  

3. Identify and interpret the varied methodologies and concepts that scholars have used to compare the 

organization, scale, and complexity of ancient societies.  

4. Explain how mobile bands of hunter-gatherers founded the earliest sedentary villages in the Middle 

East and Anatolia.  

5. Describe the relationship between temple, city, and state in early Mesopotamian civilization.  

6. Compare and contrast pharaohic rule of the Old Kingdom with pharaohic rule during Egypt’s rise as 

an imperial power during the New Kingdom.  

7. Contrast Harappan cites and settlement patterns with the patterns of settlement in ancient Egypt and 

Sumeria.  

8. Evaluate the degree to which ethnohistorical sources describing the earliest Chinese dynasties of the 

Yellow River Valley can be verified by the archaeological record.  

9. Analyze the organization and structural weaknesses of the empire of Hammurabi of Babylon.  

10. Evaluate the cultural and economic achievements of the Phoenicians.  

11. Describe and assess the organization and economy of communities in Neolithic and Bronze Age 

Greece, Crete, and the Cyclades.  

12. Outline and describe the political geography of Etruria, and describe Etruscan religious beliefs and 

practices.  

13. Contrast Classical Greek democracy with tyranny.  

14. Compare and contrast the earliest form of Roman government with Rome of the Republican and 

Imperial periods.  

15. Describe the rise of the kingdom of Kush in the second millennium BC.  

16. Discuss and evaluate the involvement of Han China with Vietnam.  

17. Identify and discuss the culture of the Chinese aristocracy of the Spring and Autumn, and Warring 

States periods.  

18. Evaluate the maritime foundations hypothesis for the appearance of social complexity on the 

Peruvian coast during the Initial Period.  

 

 

 

 

 



Student Learning Outcomes:   

1. SLO#1 Over five multiple choice questions a student will demonstrate that he/she is able to distinguish 

between those organizational characteristics that are invariably associated with archaic state-level 

societies, and those that often but not always occur in these contexts. Moreover students should be able 

identify those characteristics that archaeologists use to recognize states in lieu of written records. 

Finally, students should be able to recognize the differences in organization, and in the amount of 

authority wielded by the leaders of complex chiefdoms and archaic states. 

2. SLO#2 Students will critically evaluate the Mesopotamian Epic of Gilgamesh by providing short 

written answers to nine questions. These questions concern the metaphors of the text, the identity and 

role of the goddess Ishtar, the cosmological significance of the cedar forest, Enkidu as a symbol of 

nature, the political system of Uruk, the significance of the rituals discussed by the text and the 

similarities of episodes in the myth to Greek myths and biblical stories.  

3. SLO#3 Over ten multiple-choice questions students will display a mastery of the key facts and issues 

concerning the origins and evolution of the world’s first written languages. The facts of the study of 

early written languages that the student will have to be aware of concern the conditions for a successful 

decipherment, the relation of written symbols to the sounds and morphemes of the language. Further the 

student will recognize the patterns in the evolution of written systems, and the earliest uses to which 

written language was put. 

 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 

the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 

academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 

Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

