
Anthropology 6 
Native Peoples of North America 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A  
Credit, degree applicable transfer CSU, UC 
 
This course is designed to provide an understanding of the origins, culture areas, and cultural characteristics of 
native peoples north of Mexico. Topics include the prehistory of these aboriginal New World populations, 
cultural adaptations to various environments, and interactions with non-natives during and following the period 
of European expansion. 

Course Objectives: 

1.Evaluate major theories concerning the origins of native peoples of North America. 

2.Identify major physical characteristics and biological affiliations of North American native peoples. 

3.Explain the significance of linguistic analysis as it relates to native peoples of North America. 

4.Describe the culture areas of the North American native peoples and discuss the major cultural traits for each 
location. 

5.Evaluate the significance of key contributions made by native peoples of the new world to non-natives. 

6.Analyze the major historical cultural themes in native-white relations during the period of European 
colonialism. 

7.Analyze contemporary perspectives held by North American native peoples including the values held by 
groups in rural, reservation, and urban areas. 

8.Examine historical events and social movements that impact the lives of contemporary North American native 
peoples. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

1. SLO  #1 Culture as Holistic: In a written assignment or objective exam, students will demonstrate an 
understanding of culture as an integrated system. Using a selected native group as a case study, students 
will need to identify a minimum of 3 parts of culture that may be interconnected and describe how these 
parts are interrelated. 

2. SLO #2 Four-Field Approach: In a written assignment or objective exam, students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the four-field approach in anthropology as it relates to the study of native peoples of 
North America. Students will need to identify each of the four sub-fields of anthropology, the major 
area(s) of study within each field and describe how each field might approach the study of native 
peoples. 

3. SLO #3 European Contact: In a written assignment or objective exam, students will demonstrate an 
understanding of how contact with Europeans dramatically altered native populations and their various 
cultures. Using a selected case study, students will need to identify specific areas of native culture that 
were changed by contact and describe the changes that took place. 

 



ADA Statement: Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to 
contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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