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Child Development 152 (formerly Child Development 32) 
Disabilities in the Developing Child 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 
 
In this course, students will study curriculum and intervention strategies for working with children with special 
needs. Focus will be placed on the use of observation and assessment in meeting the individualized needs of 
children in inclusive and natural environments. The role of the teacher, the special education assistant, and the 
in-home respite care provider will be emphasized. Topics include working in partnership with families, 
designing curriculum and accommodations, collaborating with interdisciplinary teams, and developing cultural 
competence and responsiveness. 
 

Note: This course is the same as Nursing 116. 

Course Objectives: 

1. Explain current special education laws and their impact on early childhood practice. 
2. Analyze legal and ethical issues involving children with disabilities that are governed by local and 

national laws, policies, and regulations. 
3. Describe strategies that support the central role of families and their collaborative partnerships with team 

members and community professionals. 
4. Demonstrate knowledge of reflective practice, cultural responsiveness, confidentiality, and professional 

practices when working with colleagues, children and families. 
5. Practice various formal and information observation and assessment procedures used to guide 

identification and intervention decisions. 
6. Identify curriculum, environment and natural learning opportunities to meet individual needs, outcomes, 

and goals of young children and families. 
7. Design modifications and accommodations based on observation, evidence-based practices, and legal 

requirements to support children's development. 
8. Evaluate behavior and select the appropriate behavioral techniques to support children with disabilities. 
9. Examine the role and responsibility of a special education teacher, assistant, and respite care provider. 
10. Identify and describe various community services available to support the individual with disabilities. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO):  

1. Evaluating Programs and Policies 
Evaluate program, educational and professional policies, based on special education laws and evidence-
based practices. 

2. Curriculum Strategies 
Design and implement curriculum strategies based on children's individualized needs in inclusive and 
natural environments. 

3. Advocacy 
Demonstrate how you would advocate for effective partnerships with families, interdisciplinary team 
members, and community resource specialists. 

 

ADA Statement:  
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El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 
the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 
academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 
Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

