
Child Development 150 (formerly Child Development 4) 
Survey of Children with Special Needs 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Prerequisite: Child Development 103 with a minimum grade of C or concurrent enrollment  
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 
 
This course offers an overview of the causes, characteristics, prevalence, and needs of children with mild to severe 
physical, cognitive and behavioral conditions. Topics include the identification of community agencies for referral and 
case management, inclusion of children with special needs into mainstream classrooms, and the special needs of gifted 
and talented children. Students will observe local programs that serve children with special needs. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Identify educational approaches for working with children with physical, learning, behavioral, and emotional 
disabilities.  
2. Investigate, observe, and analyze various programs for children with special needs and compare the content and 
approaches of these programs.  
3. Evaluate the types of screening, testing and criteria for identifying children with special needs.  
4. Analyze the classification criteria of children with special needs and determine the specific programs that will meet 
their needs.  
5. Design and practice strategies to communicate with parents and teachers of children with special needs.  
6. Identify important federal legislation related to children with special needs and examine their influence on special 
education in the United States.  
7. Define terminology integral to the field of study in special education.  
8. Examine the elements of and protocol for Individual Education Plans (IEP). 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

SLO#1 Analyzing Special Education Programs- Demonstrate an understanding of basic terminology and theoretical 
perspectives associated with special education. 

SLO#2 The Law- Demonstrate an understanding of the basic premises of the past and current major legislation that 
regulates and influence special education in the United States. 

SLO#3 Resources- Locate and evaluate special education resources for children with special needs and their families.  

 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely 
request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 
accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To 
make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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