
Child Development 154 (formerly Child Development 33) 
Role and Responsibilities of the Special Education Assistant 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 
 
This course introduces students to the role and responsibilities of the special education assistant. Students will 
examine effective communication and problem solving techniques; the disabilities that qualify a child for 
special education consideration; legal and ethical issues; and methods of adapting the environment and 
equipment to meet the needs of the children. Students will also examine the role of specialists who work with 
children with disabilities and observe in classrooms that serve children with special needs. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 

1. Examine and list the role and responsibilities of the special education assistant in the special 
education classroom settings.  
2. List and describe the 13 qualifying categories of disabilities in the educational system.  
3. Compare and contrast physical and developmental changes that may occur  
with varying disabling conditions and determine how the environment may  
need to be adapted to accommodate children with specific disabilities.  
4. Examine and analyze the legal and ethical issues that impact the special education assistant.  
5. Select strategies for effective communication between special education  
assistants, teachers, parents, students, and support services.  
6. Evaluate the focus of functional, academic, and prevocational goals.  
7. Describe the special education assistant’s role in carrying out the goals and  
objectives of the Individual Education Plan for the student.  
8. Review and select behavioral techniques that support the individual with  
disabilities.  
9. Examine and evaluate the interagency collaboration available to support the individual with 
disabilities.  
10. Integrate recommendations made by specialists into educational programs. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes:  

SLO#1 The Role- Examine and outline the role and responsibilities of the special education assistant in the special 
education classroom setting. 

SLO#2 Advocating for Children- Describe effective strategies for developing effective partnerships with families, 
interdisciplinary team members, and community resource specialists in order to serve as advocates for children with 
special needs. 

SLO#3 Behavior Techniques- Evaluate behavior and select behavioral techniques to support children with disabilities.  

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely 
request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 
accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To 
make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

 

 



 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

